
 

 

18 August 2020 
 
The Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP 
NSW Premier 
GPO Box 5341 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
 
Dear Premier 

TAFE Recovery  
 
I write to support community calls for revitalisation of TAFE and VET in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and economic restructuring.  
 
Following a period where there has been an historic reduction in apprenticeships, 
traineeships and overall VET participation, the COVID-19 pandemic and public health 
restrictions have had serious economic impacts. Many thousands of people have lost jobs, 
income and businesses, and global supply chains have been disrupted, exposing our 
economy and society to massive restructuring.  
 
The Australia Institute Centre for Future Work report ‘An Investment in Productivity and 
Inclusion: The Economic and Social Benefits of the TAFE System’ shows that the inefficient, 
uncoordinated private VET training market has failed workers, employers and government, 
while the TAFE has continued to provide vital training for more than 70 per cent of Australia’s 
technical workforce and $92.5 billion in annual quantifiable benefits. It identifies the urgent 
need to rebuild vocational education and training for new skills, jobs and opportunities, 
particularly for those hardest hit by the crisis: young people, women, and regional areas.  
 
The Australia Institute report recommends adequate funding for a stable TAFE system, with 
VET funding linked to universities. It recommends sustained investment in job pathways for 
young people including expanding existing free COVID-19 programs, along with dramatic 
expansion of public funded apprenticeships and traineeships. The report identifies the need 
for a new generation industry policy, with TAFE central to its development. It calls for strong 
regulation to ensure publicly subsidised private provider value for money and outcomes. The 
report requests a comprehensive assessment of the post-school system.  
 
I support these calls for a well-resourced VET and TAFE as a vital component of economic 
and social recovery and ask that you invest in TAFE and VET for our future.  
 
Could you please implement the Australia Institute report recommendations for TAFE 
and VET reform, and inform me what action you will take? 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 
CC: Minister for Skills and Tertiary Education 


