
 

 

9 September 2020 
 
The Hon. Brad Hazzard MP 
Minister for Health and Medical Research 
GPO Box 5341 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 
 
Dear Minister 
 

COVID-19 Protest Protocols 
 
I write to support a number of constituents’ request for public health orders to provide for the 
important democratic right to protest. 
 
Constituents who have contacted me are concerned that public health orders allow for activities 
that pose greater health risks than well managed outdoor protests, which are not permitted. They 
say 10,000 spectators can attend sport matches at stadiums with up to 50 in a corporate box, and 
300 patrons can be in the casino, a pub or a restaurant. They also say that thousands of people 
can be at a beach or park if they attend individually or in small groups. According to these 
constituents, this represents a double standard that unfairly excludes protests and rallies where 
people can express their views.  
 
While I share the government’s approach to public health orders to protect the community from 
spread of the coronavirus and prevent economic collapse, I share community concern that with 
proper conditions and controls, public health orders could provide for a similar balance between 
protecting the community and the need to allow protest. 
 
Constituents who have contacted me point out that if those attending rallies observe social 
distancing and wear masks, outdoor public political gatherings can be safe. Consideration could 
also be given to mandating COVID safety marshals and barcode registration for participants. I 
believe that public health orders could provide for these events to develop an approved COVID-19 
safety plan.  
 
The need to collectively and publicly voice opinion or dissent of a political nature has not 
disappeared with the pandemic – the Black Lives Matter movement is a case in point. Ruling out 
any form of such protest risks alienating groups from the public process. I am also concerned that 
outright protest bans could fuel the traction of conspiracy theorists around the coronavirus and 
reduce trust in government and democracy as agents of public benefit. 
 
Could you please investigate conditions for holding public protests to include in a public 
health order and inform me what action you will take?   
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 


