
Looking after yourself and others

The COVID-19 pandemic is overwhelming and unprecedented. 
Many people are struggling to cope with the stress, loneliness 
and uncertainty. Things are especially difficult for people who 
already experience anxiety or depression. 

In Parliament I spoke about the mental health challenges many face 
and the work needed to give people support. State and federal 
governments’ increased mental health and suicide prevention 
funding will strengthen the system, but we need a long term plan to 
continually shape support in response to the changing environment.

I called for expanded rebates on sessions with psychologists  
for people on a mental health care plan and full Medicare 
coverage on mental health support. 

I will keep listening to mental health providers, consumers, 
advocates and the wider community on how to ensure the  
mental health system can address future emotional and  
economic challenges. 

Remember that it’s OK not to be OK. If you are doing it tough, 
you can ask for help. Below are some numbers you can call with 
a full list of supports and services on the mental health page at 
health.nsw.gov.au. You can also talk to your general practitioner. 
Reaching out to each other is more important than ever.

NSW Mental 24 Hour Health Line 1800 011 511. Lifeline 13 11 14. 
Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636.  Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800.  
1800 RESPECT sexual assault, domestic or family violence 1800 737 752.
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PARLIAMENT FOR LGBTQI+  
I joined members from across Parliament 
to form the NSW Parliamentary Friendship 
Group for the LGBTQI community and Sydney 
WorldPride 2023. We will give our community  
a strong voice in the Parliament.

COMMERCIAL TENANCIES
With income support and loan and lease  
breaks scaling back, some small business 
operators may not survive the pandemic or 
economic downturn. I asked the Treasurer to 
protect commercial operators and landlords  
if businesses have to break a lease.

SMALL BUSINESS ASSISTANCE
In response to my questions in Parliament  
about help for small businesses, the government 
referred operators to Service NSW (https://
mybusiness.service.nsw.gov.au or phone  
13 77 88) and the expanded Business Connect  
(www.business.nsw.gov.au/support-for-
business/businessconnect) for advice. 

WALKING AND CYCLING BOOST
New funding for pedestrian and cycling will 
enable social distancing when travelling, and 
help recharge the city economy. Projects include 
a new separated cycleway on Pitt, George and 
Devonshire streets and a pedestrian shared 
zone at Gurner Lane Paddington. I congratulate 
the City of Sydney, Woollahra Council and NSW 
Government on active transport leadership.

Sharing small business success stories @alexgreenwich



KOALAS NEED  
SAVING NOW
Following the Black Summer 
fires the koala could be extinct 
in NSW by 2050. Much habitat 
is gone, yet deforestation of 
what’s left continues. Recently the 
government weakened modest 
protections for core koala habitat 
on privately owned land to permit 
unchecked clearing. We should not 
cut “red tape” in koala protections 
and I opposed the bill. 

I continue to call for the establishment 
of the Great Koala National Park, a 
moratorium on native forest logging 
and an independent comprehensive 
scientific assessment across the 
entire network of koala habitat.
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Finally transparency on SCG  
development 

Join the North West Protection Advocacy  
to save the Piliga Forest.  

https://nwprotectionadvocacy.com

ACTION ON POVERTY
We are in the worst economic downturn 
since the Great Depression and the 
number of Australians on income 
security has doubled. People doing it 
tough now have more competition at 
the bottom end of the rental market 
where rents have not decreased. The 
coronavirus supplement to JobSeeker 
provided relief but it has been cut and 
will be completely removed in December. 
All governments must address poverty 
and ensure a liveable income. 

In Parliament I again called for a social 
and affordable housing investment boom 
and increased funding for services that 
support the vulnerable. Job creation 
must target those most affected by 
unemployment like women and  
young people.

SCG POWERS SHRINK 
The Sydney Cricket and Sports Ground 
Trust has been building on its land 
without an open and transparent planning 
process for decades – neighbours 
would only find out about buildings 
when construction began. While my 
bill to remove the unparalleled planning 
exemptions was blocked in 2016, a 
government bill recently removed the 
powers with bipartisan support: a good 
win for the local community.

All SCG land will be transferred to Venues 
NSW, with the powerful trust downgraded 
to an advisory body. I supported a Labor 
amendment to remove new powers 
that would have let the minister redraw 
boundaries for tourist accommodation 
without parliament’s approval.

NARRABRI CSG GETS GREEN LIGHT
The Independent Planning Commission 
approved the controversial Narrabri 
gas project, permitting hundreds 
of additional destructive coal seam 
fracturing wells in the biodiverse 
rich Pilliga state forest. There is little 
evidence that the project will reduce 
local gas prices and my questions 
in Parliament raised concerns about 
groundwater impacts. Expanding gas 
projects will further entrench climate 
change and an economy susceptible  
to global market shocks.

FROM PARLIAMENT

Banning puppy farms with the Animal Justice Party
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TIME TO BAN PUPPY FARMS 
Puppies sold in pet shops and through online platforms are often sourced from 
cruel intensive puppy farms. Female dogs are confined to tiny dirty enclosures 
and deprived of socialisation. They breed litter after litter and their puppies have 
genetic problems that cause painful conditions. After Victoria banned puppy 
farms, many facilities relocated to New South Wales. Animal Justice Party 
MLC Emma Hurst has a bill to ban the practice, which I will introduce in the 
lower house if it passes the upper house. 



PYRMONT TOWER PLANS  
My submission opposed high rises at The Star Casino, Harbourside and Sydney 
Fish Market set out in the draft Pyrmont Peninsula Place Strategy. There has  
been no planning analysis into overshadowing and wind, or how towers will  
block the waterfront from Pyrmont. 

Taller buildings in the Pirrama region, and along Wattle and Harris streets are also 
proposed. There is no plan for more than the bare minimum of affordable homes 
and redevelopment of existing social housing is flagged despite a growing waiting 
list. There is little on social infrastructure for additional residents. 

While I support a metro station proposal and return of the greyhound racing track for 
public recreation, I am concerned the strategy’s aim is to circumvent proper planning 
and promote overdevelopment. I will continue to push for a better outcome. 

Sydney leading the way on renewables

FOOD SUPPLY NEEDS SECURITY
Australia has good food security but the pandemic and bushfires exposed serious 
vulnerabilities. Climate change alone could reduce Australia’s food production 
by 15 percent and urban encroachment could drastically shrink Sydney’s food 
bowl, which provides perishable foods. Other threats include soil degradation, 
water and land demand, declining fertiliser supplies and wild fish population 
collapses. Around 17 percent of the city population cannot afford nutritious food. 
In Parliament I called for an inquiry into the growing threats to food production.
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Pyrmont harbour should not be privatised Petitioning for more social housing

Protecting Sydney’s food security with Clr Jess Miller

COAL’S FUTURE 
The Parliamentary inquiry into the 
sustainability of energy supply and 
resources, which I chair, held hearings with 
experts across government, energy supply, 
mining, unions, think-tanks, environment 
and community. Witnesses largely agreed 
that coal energy and exports are declining 
and we need to diversify coal dependent 
communities to prevent economic shock. 

Renewable energy jobs need the skills in 
coal communities, creating potential for 
thriving sustainable industries in the Hunter. 
Lord Mayor Clover Moore explained how 
the City’s switch to 100 percent renewable 
energy created hundreds of regional jobs.

LOOMING HOUSING CRISIS
There are not enough social housing homes 
for all the people who are homeless or at 
risk of homelessness. I am worried that the 
housing system will not cope with more 
people in housing stress from the pandemic 
and recession. Over 60,000 are waiting 
for social housing. In Parliament I tabled 
a Vinnies NSW petition of over 11,000 
signatures calling for new social housing  
and my questions got the Treasurer to 
commit to increased social housing stock  
in the upcoming budget.

CURBING GLEBE ISLAND NOISE 
The NSW Port Authority’s draft noise policy 
for the Multi-User Facility and Hanson 
Concrete Plant allows shipping activities 
24 hours a day, seven days a week without 
curfews or periods of respite. Permissible 
noise levels are higher than existing limits 
and there are few options for neighbours 
to seek peaceful enjoyment of their 
homes. Regulating new industrial shipping 
activities on Glebe Island should protect 
the surrounding high density residential 
communities and my submission called  
for stronger controls.



Campaigns & People
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New Australian Museum a must see

Lou’s Place celebrated in Parliament

Thread Together’s Oxford Street shopfront

We must protect protest in a COVID safe way

Sydney Summer Summit 
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NIGHT LIFE REVIVAL 
The late night economy has been hit hard by lockdowns and lockouts. 
In Parl iament I welcomed l iquor l icensing changes that wil l  promote 
vibrancy, diversity, safety and amenity. Bookshops and record stores 
wil l be able to operate bars and live music wil l be easier to stage. A new 
assessment tool wil l stop hotspots concentrated with l icensed premises 
emerging – a reform I repeatedly asked for.

During debate I cal led for work to repeal the lockouts in Kings Cross  
and harmonise the planning and l icence application processes. 

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM REOPENING
Well done to all involved to help reimagine and modernise the Australian 
Museum! The new faci l i ty is inclusive and accessible, with outstanding 
exhibit ion spaces. The museum plans to reopen soon if community 
transmission of the coronavirus abates. I encourage everyone to 
rediscover this Sydney landmark and scientif ic asset.

HOME SWEET HOME
Every woman in our community should have a home and I support the ‘Home 
Sweet Home’ campaign by Lou’s Place to bring attention to the urgent need 
to build more social housing for women experiencing homelessness – many 
of whom are escaping domestic violence. Lou’s Place is a safe day refuge 
for vulnerable women with cooked meals, empathetic case management, 
activities and skills development. I was pleased to be one of the politicians 
selected to receive an embroidered artwork, raising the profile of the 
campaign and the plight of women who are homeless. 

CONGRATULATIONS THREAD TOGETHER
In Parl iament I commended the work of Thread Together for providing 
new quality clothing and shoes to people in need at their Oxford Street 
shopf ront .  Through partnerships with businesses, the community 
and homelessness services, over a mil l ion clothing items have been 
redirected from waste to more than 300,000 people, including people 
who are homeless, young people at r isk, domestic violence survivors, 
refugees and the long-term unemployed. Having good quality clothing 
cannot address poverty or unfair treatment, but it can provide dignity, 
hope, warmth or an outf it for a job interview.  

PROTEST UNDER COVID-19  
The right to protest is fundamental to a healthy democracy, but the 
pandemic has created risks and public health orders limit public gatherings. 
A wel l-managed outdoor protest could pose fewer r isks than some 
permitted activities like allowing 300 people at the casino. While I support 
the government’s cautious approach, I asked the minister to consider health 
orders that al low outdoor public protests under safety condit ions such 
as mandatory masks, social distancing, safety marshals and attendants’ 
registration. The need to publicly voice collective dissent or opinion through 
protest has not disappeared and we should aim for balance.


