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The majority of Pakistan’s out-of-school children are girls
Of the 24 million Pakistani children out of school, 13 million (or 53%) are girls
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As a result,
Pakistan has the
second-largest
number of
out-of-school
female students in
the world

Distribution of out-of-school children (5 to 16 years of age) by gender at national level
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Across the country,
it is harder for girls to
go to school
The data reveals vast regional
disparities in providing equal
opportunities of schooling for girls,
with the greatest disparity in FATA
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP).
52% of girls in KP are out of school,
compared to 21% of boys in the
province.
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Percentage of out-of-school children by gender and region
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School enrolment and retention rates are very low
Complete
primary level

58%

Primary level

Middle level

Of those girls
who enter school,
only 58%
complete primary
schooling.

Classroom

Among those
aged 15 and
above, 55% of
women have
never seen the
inside of a
classroom,
compared to
31% of men.

?

Secondary level

The net enrolment rate for girls is 53% at the
primary level while that for boys is 60%. At the
middle level, this drops to 21% for girls and
23% for boys. This further goes down to 14%
for both boys and girls at the secondary level.
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Literacy
Female literacy among those aged 15 years
and above is 45%, compared to 68%
among males in the same age group.
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%
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At the primary level, 18% of the girls’
schools do not have a boundary wall
while 24% do not have the facility of a
toilet. The non-availability of these basic
facilities serves as one of the major
deterrents for girls to attend school.

In rural areas, 67% of women aged 15
and above have never seen the inside of
a classroom.

Out of the total 154,918 government education
institutions, merely 58,042 (37%) cater to the
needs of girls and young women only.
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Reasons for not
attending school*

According to a household survey, the most frequently reported reasons for girls not
attending school is the unwillingness of either parents or children. Factors
contributing to this unwillingness include lack of basic facilities in schools, poor
quality of education, teacher absenteeism and corporal punishment in some cases.
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* "Others" include 'poor quality of schools', 'lack of documents', 'marriage', and 'others'
* The age group is 5-16 years
* Sum can be higher than 100 due to multiple responses

Health benefits of female education (Pakistan)
The most effective way to achieve dramatic long-term improvement in public health is to educate girls
and women.
Only 40% of mothers with no education
immunise their children, compared to
74% of mothers with a middle,
secondary or high school education.

The fertility rate
(number of children per
woman) among women
with no education is
4.4, compared to 2.5
among those who have
some education.

Just 60% of uneducated women
seek prenatal care, compared to
91% of those who are educated.
Women having completed at least
11 years of education are one
and a half times more likely to
seek prenatal care from a skilled
health provider as compared to
women with no education.

The child survival rate is higher
among educated mothers
compared to those who are
uneducated.
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to mothers with no
education are
underweight. For
mothers with
secondary or higher
education, this figure
drops down to 10%.

The neonatal mortality rate among mothers with no
education is 65 per 1,000 live births, compared to
27 per 1,000 live births among those who have
completed higher than secondary education.

Global evidence— importance of female education
Over the last four decades, the global increase in
women’s education has prevented more than 4 million
child deaths.
A child whose mother can read is 50% more likely to
live past the age of 5.
Each extra year of a mother’s schooling reduces the
probability of infant mortality by 5% to 10%.

Increase in
women’s
education

Decrease
in infant
mortality

One additional year of schooling can increase a
woman’s earnings by 10% to 20%.
Increasing the number of women with secondary
education by 1% can increase annual per capita
economic growth by 0.3%.

There are wide variations in the percentage of out-of-school girls across Pakistan.

Percentage of out-of-school children
between the ages of 5 and 16 years

Percentage of out-of-school girls
between the ages of 5 and 16 years
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