
BID Gets Backing From MSP
all about Barrhead was visited last week 
by MSP Hugh Henry.

The Barrhead BID 
team - all about 
Barrhead - were 
visited last week by 
MSP Hugh Henry who 

was given a tour of the town and there 
to discuss more about what the BID can 
do for it. 

The time Mr Henry spent chatting with 
the people at the heart of the initiative 
was enough to convince him the town 
centre has a lot to gain from following in 
the footsteps of neighbouring towns like 
Giffnock, Clarkston and Paisley.

He said: “I’ve seen how much a BID can 
improve a town. Such an organisation 
can bring real, tangible benefits to 
businesses and the community.

“When you look at the work that East 
Renfrewshire Council has done in 
Barrhead, with the regeneration of the 
town, it is amazing.

“The Main Street is transformed, the new 
Barrhead Foundry looks absolutely fantastic 
and there is a real air of positivity.”

September 2015

Welcome to the first all about Barrhead newsletter. Here you will find the entire goings on 
surrounding the development of Barrhead Town Centre Business Improvement District 
or “BID” happening this year. We will cover news stories, monthly tracking of work by 
the steering group and go over FAQ’s surrounding BIDs. We want to hear from you, the 
people that live and work in Barrhead, so please make sure to check out our website 
allaboutbarrhead.co.uk and connect with us on social media. Barrhead has over 10 years 
of capital investment coming through housing and commercial development. The BID’s 
development is to ensure that we are making the most of this golden opportunity and that 
our town centre has a vision and plan for the future based on our town economy.

all about Barrhead Timeline
Gauging interest in potential steering group members – September 2014
Letters of introduction to businesses – November 2014
Invitations sent out for a public meeting – February 2015
First BID public meeting and nominations for steering group – 18th March 2015
First steering group meeting – 21st April 2015
Initial business surveys by the Steering Group – May/June 2015
Branding, website and social media launch – June/July 2015
Shopper and business research by independent market research firm – July 2015
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What is a Business Improvement 
District?
BID’s are a business led initiative funded by 
the business within it to sustainably deliver 
a variety of agreed projects and services 
that will improve the local economy. We 
will develop a 5 year business plan that is 
specific to Barrhead Town Centre and will 
include projects that have been initiated 
from consultation and surveys within our 
town centre. Any project put forward would 
always be over and above any statutory 
service provided by the local authority. This 
plan would then be put to a vote. A yes 
vote would then see the implementation of 
that business plan.

Where did the BID Concept Come From?
Born out of Town Centre Management 
Partnerships, the concept was originally 
set up in Canada in the 1960s, but took 
off in the USA in the late 1970s. There 
are over 1,500 BIDs in operation, 
ranging from the very successful 
NewYork Times Square BID 
to lesser known, but equally 
successful examples, such as 
the Heart of London BID. The 
Scottish Government enacted BIDs 
legislation in 2006, and in April 2006 
the BID Pathfinders were established. 

What Role does each business play 
in a BID?
Each BID is developed by business for 
business. Normally, a steering group or 
task group is established, made up of 
predominantly private sector individuals 
and some public sector. A BID is funded 
by business through a levy based on 
the cost of the BID business plan and 
apportioned across all the eligible levy 
payers – based on the rateable value 
of a premises - in a fair and transparent 
manner. After consultation with the 
businesses, the steering group will identify 
the proposed BID area to be covered, the 
issues to be addressed and projects to be 
included in the business plan. 

Your Steering Group
Laura Molloy (BID Co-ordinator) RPL MKTG

Paul Santi (Chair Person) New Yorker

Sara Park-Patterson (Vice Chairperson) Bluestone Design

Janette Park-Patterson Bluestone Design

William Gauld The Brigg Inn

Doreen Rennick The Knitting Bee

Brian MacMillan  F&M Hairdressing

Liz Sutherland Boots

Jacqui Millar  Barrhead Travel

John Park Scotts Stores

Shirley Robison Barrhead Housing Association


