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Summary
1. Alliance proposes the following Preamble to be adopted on the revision of the Agreement. This is a modification of the current Declaration of Support: 

· The Governments and Parties offer this revision of the Agreement to the people to consolidate the progress in building new relationships within Northern Ireland, between north and south, and between these islands, begun five years ago. 

· We share a vision of an open free and fair, peaceful and stable society, based firmly on liberal democratic norms. 

· We recognise the real diversity that exists across these islands, and pledge to respect the human rights, equal citizenship and free choice of identity by all individuals, minorities and communities. 

· We equally recognise the common bonds that exist among our people, and pledge to work together for the common good, to improve community relations, and to build a shared, non-sectarian society. 

· We state our total and absolute commitment to the use of exclusively peaceful and democratic means for resolving differences on political issues, and renounce all forms of paramilitarism, and the use or threat of violence to achieve political and other objectives. 

· We affirm our commitment to the integrity of the rule of law, and to creating a culture of lawfulness. 

· We fully acknowledge that the tragedies of the past have left a deep and profoundly regrettable legacy of suffering. We can best honour the memory of all victims by promoting reconciliation and mutual respect, by implementing this revision of the Agreement in good faith, and by taking full advantage of the opportunities that new dispensation has given to us all. 

2. Alliance proposes that, rather than restricting the people to the stark choice between maintenance of the union or the creation of a united Ireland, the Principle of Consent could be used to test the level of popular support for other constitutional futures for Northern Ireland, which may be devised in the future. 

3. Alliance proposes a reduction in the size of the Assembly, to about 80 MLAs, to come into effect at the next scheduled election of the Assembly. 

4. Alliance proposes that these MLAs would be elected in approximately 12 Assembly constituencies, each returning 6-8 MLAs by STV. 

5. Alliance proposes the introduction of an Assembly voting system for cross-community matters based on a weighted majority, free from communal or sectarian designations. 

6. Alliance proposes that the Executive should be formed by negotiation among parties endorsed by a weighted majority vote in the Assembly to ensure a cross-community composition. 

7. Alliance proposes that the number of Executive Departments be reviewed, in order to achieve greater efficiency and effectiveness, and taking into account the current Review of Public Administration. 

8. Alliance proposes a review of the composition of the Executive and responsibilities of the Government Departments. Alliance advocates that a single Department would have major responsibilities for Equality and Community Relations. 

9. Alliance proposes that criminal justice and policing functions, when devolved, are placed within a single dedicated Department as part of an Executive working to collective responsibility. 

10. Alliance proposes replacing the current Office of First Minister and Deputy First Minister with a much more streamlined office, with appropriate functions being reallocated to dedicated Departments. 

11. Alliance proposes that a full Departmental Scrutiny Committee be established to scrutinise the functions of OFMDFM (or any successor body). 

12. Alliance proposes that the Assembly as a whole, on the basis of a weighted majority vote, be granted the power to negate a Ministerial decision. 

13. Alliance proposes that paragraph 13 of the Joint Declaration (2003) should be incorporated into the Pledge of Office. 

14. Alliance proposes a Single Transferable Vote election among Assembly Members as the fairest system of allocating chairs and vice chairs. Under this system, a succession of counts of an STV ballot would be conducted among MLAs to work out a rank order of party choices of posts. 

15. Alliance proposes that the Assembly be granted tax-varying powers. 

16. Alliance proposes that the First Minister, Deputy First Minister, Taoiseach and Tanaiste present a joint report on the work of the North-South Ministerial Council, in the Assembly and Oireachtas annually, and are subject to questions from legislators. 

17. Alliance proposes that the Assembly and Oireachtas be required to establish a North-South Parliamentary Tier, which would be open to all parties, and to which each jurisdiction would send equal numbers of participants. 

18. Alliance proposes increasing the scope of North-South co-operation, on the basis of practical benefits. 

19. Alliance proposes that the Agreement explicitly articulates the vision of a shared and integrated society, where people can live and learn, work and play, together in safety. 

20. Alliance proposes that within the context of the review of the Agreement, the contracting parties should commit themselves to devising and implementing the policies to put this vision into practice. 

21. Alliance proposes the creation of a positive duty upon all Government Department and Public Agencies to promote good community relations. 

22. Alliance proposes that all policies should be required to undergo an assessment of Policy Appraisal for Sharing over Separation (PASS). 

23. Alliance proposes that the NIHRC should be given a clear remit to devise a Bill of Rights to protect individuals, and persons belonging to minorities and communities. 

24. Alliance proposes that the NI Human Rights Commission draws up a Charter of Freedom from Sectarianism. 

25. Alliance proposes that the passage of a Single Equality Act becomes a specific policy commitment within the review of the Agreement. 

26. Alliance proposes that clear and unambiguous duties should be placed on public bodies to deliver their services and to keep their property free from paramilitary, political and sectarian flags and emblems. 

27. Alliance proposes that a methodology of equality monitoring should be developed that reflects the genuine diversity and pluralism within Northern Ireland society. 

28. Alliance proposes the creation of a victims' forum to allow victims to place their personal experiences onto an official public record. 

29. Alliance proposes that all parties renew and clarify their commitments to work to the removal of illegally held weapons, based on a short timescale. 

30. Alliance proposes, that an STV election be used among Assembly members to determine the political membership of the Policing Board. Furthermore, independent members should be appointed with the objective of making the board more broadly based. 

31. Alliance proposes the end of the use of 50:50 recruitment quotas. We would suggest that targets for Catholic recruitment can and should be set, and a strong programme of affirmative action measures should be used to achieve a more representative police service. 

32. Alliance proposes that the Republic of Ireland should have a Police Ombudsman with powers equivalent to the office in Northern Ireland. 

33. Alliance proposes that consideration be given to the creation of specific offences concerning the erection of flags or other emblems and the painting of murals associated with proscribed organisations. 

34. Alliance proposes that any paramilitary involvement in any offence should be considered as an aggravating factor in sentencing. 

35. Alliance demands that paramilitary organisations lift all the threats against those whom they have 'exiled' from Northern Ireland. 

36. Alliance proposes that further periodic Comprehensive Reviews into the operation of the Agreement should take place at least once every ten years. 

37. Alliance proposes that, in addition, the two Governments, either acting alone or at the request of a weighted-majority cross-community vote in the Assembly, should have the power to convene further reviews to consider specific issues that may arise. 

