
PrOTECT
Preventing Overpolicing Through Equitable Community Treatment

PrOTECT seeks to address invasive policing practices used 
disproportionately to search and interrogate Black people, Latinos, 
LGBTQ and people with disabilities. PrOTECT will require San Diego 
police to have probable cause in order to stop, ask for identification, 
question and/or search an individual. 

PROBLEM: 

SOLUTION: 

THIS ORDINANCE WILL:

Multiple studies confirm that San Diego law enforcement unfairly targets 
Black and brown people. San Diego State University’s Traffic Enforcement 
in San Diego, CA: An Analysis of SDPD Vehicle Stops in 2014 and 2015 
found that the San Diego Police Department (SDPD) searched Black and 
Latino motorists nearly twice as often as white motorists, even though 
they were less likely to be found with contraband. The Campaign Zero 
2019 report, Evaluating Policing in San Diego, found similar disparities for 
Black people and people with disabilities.

The Preventing Overpolicing Through Equitable Community Treatment 
ordinance’s (PrOTECT) goal is to protect San Diegans from the harmful 
impact of bias in police practices. 

Police should only stop and/or search an individual if there is a public 
safety reason to do so. We know this ordinance will help stop unfair 
profiling of individuals. In New York City, when the unjust stop and 
frisk policy was ended, stops of Black and Latino individuals dropped 
significantly in 2017 and the city also experienced a reduction in crime 
that year.1

This ordinance incorporates best practices recommended by President 
Obama’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing; San Diego State University’s 
Traffic Enforcement in San Diego, CA: An Analysis of SDPD Vehicle Stops 
in 2014 and 2015; and Campaign Zero’s Evaluating Policing in San Diego.

• Require officers to have probable cause to stop or detain anyone (this 
includes “Fourth Waivers” - people on probation or parole who have 
waived some of their Fourth Amendment rights);

• Require probable cause for searches;

• Prohibit officers from questioning people about any offenses beyond 
the offense for which they were stopped unless the officers have 
probable cause; and

• Hold officers accountable if they violate the ordinance.
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In 2018-2019, SDPD 
was 60% more likely 
to conduct consent 
searches on Latinos and 
23% more likely to conduct 
consent searches on Black 
people than white people. 
Both groups were less 
likely than white people to 
be found with contraband 
during these searches.

SDPD was 81% more likely 
to search people perceived 
to have mental disabilities 
during a stop and more than 
twice as likely to use force 
against them as compared 
to people with no perceived 
disability. 

In 85% of SDPD beats, 
Black people were 
stopped at higher rates 
than white people.

In 
2014 & 2015, 

SDPD searched 
Black and Latino 

drivers nearly 

2X
as often as

white drivers.

Fewer 
than 15% 

of stops were 
initiated from calls 
for service (i.e 911 

calls).

1. “Crime Falls As New York Abandons Stop-and-Frisk.” Equal Justice Initiative, 16 Oct. 2019, eji.org/news/
new-york-crime-falls-as-police-end-stop-and-frisk/.


