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A Rare, but Critical Opportunity to Go “All IN” for High-quality Pre-K   
 
When it comes to serving some of our littlest learners, Indiana stands at a crossroads. Thousands 
of students remain on waiting lists statewide because there is not adequate funding to meet 
demand, and two-thirds of students who applied for the state’s five-county pilot program were 
denied a spot last year.  
 
The coming year presents a critical opportunity to act. Our state leaders will be developing a two-
year budget that funds Hoosier priorities. Among them, expanding high-quality pre-k for low-
income families has received broad and bipartisan support. Seven in ten (71%) Indiana families and 
voters surveyed in a representative statewide poll support expansion of pre-k to serve the families 
who need it most. 
 
We have a rare window to invest in Indiana’s future leaders by expanding access to pre-k, and if 
we don’t seize it, families will have to wait another two years until the next budget cycle. That’s 
why a coalition of Hoosier families, community advocates and business leaders are launching All 
IN 4 Pre-K, an advocacy campaign to grow awareness of pre-k’s impact and highlight the need for 
expansion.  
 
Making the Case for Pre-K Expansion 
 
Success starts early. Recent evidence from pre-k evaluations shows that high-quality pre-k 
programs targeted to low- income children can help prepare them for success in kindergarten and 
beyond. What’s more, high-quality pre-k programs work because they directly respond to what 
we know about how young children develop and learn. Compelling evidence from neuroscience 
shows that the most important development in a child's brain occurs before age five. Nurturing 
early learning experiences in high-quality pre-k programs can help positively shape the 
architecture of a child’s brain. 
 
Too many Hoosier families are struggling to access pre-k. In the last school year, only four 
percent of the 85,000 Indiana four-year-olds were served by one of the state’s three signature 
pre-k programs. Most Hoosiers want to see this number grow. Seventy-six percent of Hoosier 
voters believe that pre-k programs are an important educational milestone for children, and 63 
percent of Republican voters and 82 percent of Democratic voters believe that Indiana should 
significantly expand access to high-quality pre-k through greater state funding, according to a 
new Hart Research poll. There are compelling reasons to support expansion. About half of Hoosier 
children under age five live below 200 percent of the federal poverty level. Only 17 percent of 
Hoosier preschool-aged children are enrolled in high-quality programs, for which expenses 
primarily fall on family pocketbooks.  
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Indiana is ready for expansion. Forty-one states already fund statewide pre-k programs, including 
conservative-leaning states such as Oklahoma. Without action, Indiana risks falling further behind 
its competitors. In response to the growing demand for pre-k, providers throughout the state have 
worked hard to increase the number of high-quality programs, which has nearly doubled in the 
past five years. And our state’s business and philanthropic leaders have already stepped up to 
invest in our young children, by contributing an estimated $36 million to the pre-k cause.   
 
The Roadmap: Recommendations for Smart Pre-K Growth  
 
Though specific legislation has not been released, All IN 4 Pre-K has produced a roadmap with a 
set of recommendations to guide a successful expansion. They include:  
 

 Broadening income-eligibility requirements for families who can access pre-k;  
 Increasing pay and education requirements for pre-k teachers;  
 Aligning pre-k with early K-12 education to ensure continuity and long-term student 

success;  
 Expanding capacity for high-quality providers to serve students; and  
 Eliminating matching grant requirements that are burdensome and unsustainable, especially 

for rural providers.   
 
What People are Saying about the Power of Pre-K   
 

 “The benefits of pre-k access are clear to families and supported by research. The value is 
obvious to me as well, and I believe that expanding pre-k is the best possible way to bring 
these benefits to greater numbers of students around our state. There is no reason not to 
pursue need-based pre-k with everything we’ve got!” – John Lechleiter, Ph.D., Chairman, 
President and CEO of Eli Lilly and Company 

 “We need to expand pre-k in Indiana to provide greater learning opportunities so children 
are better prepared to succeed in school. These critical foundations pave the way for them 
to become a viable workforce to support economic growth and sustainability.”– Madeleine 
Baker, Chief Executive Officer of Early Childhood Alliance 

 “Indiana’s children are our greatest hope for the continuing success of our state, but they 
cannot succeed if we do not give them the tools necessary to excel from an early age. 
Expanding high-quality pre-k invests not only in our youngest learners, but also the future 
prosperity of Indiana.” – Michael Huber, President and CEO of the Indy Chamber 

 
For more information about the All IN 4 Pre-K campaign, visit www.allIN4prek.org. 

  

http://www.allIN4prek.org

