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Ken, 
  
The Resolution of Oct. 10, 1780 is located at this address:  http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/query/r?ammem/hlaw:@field(DOCID+@lit(jc01830)):  Note 1: 1 relevant to this resolution 
reads as follows:  [Note 1: 1 This report is in the writing of Roger Sherman, except the last 
paragraph, which is in the writing of James Henry, the words "to be ceded or relinquished," "shall 
not," and "ratified by Congress" in the last paragraph being in the writing of Thomson. Thomson 
also made the entry of the motion and vote. It is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
20, II, folios 245--247.] 
  
I have tried to locate the "Papers of the Continental  Congress" referenced in Note 1: 1 but with 
no luck.  Perhaps you will fare better.  Despite not yet locating the "Papers" and the actual vote 
on the Resolution, I have located several references to the Resolution by the Congress which 
clearly indicate that it was adopted, or perhaps considered to have been adopted, at some point.  
The references to the Resolution of Oct. 10, 1780 that I have located thus far are as follows: 
  
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hlaw:3:./temp/~ammem_xSXs::  This is a discussion dated 
June 20, 1783 regarding a proposed amendment to the Virginia land cession with the amendment 
intended to comport the cession with the terms of the Resolution.  Such comportment, whether 
the suggestion was adopted or not, suggests that some three years after adoption of the 
Resolution, its terms were viewed as controlling with respect to cession instruments issued by the 
respective states. 
  
http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/D?hlaw:3:./temp/~ammem_Kqdu::  This is a discussion dated 
Sept. 6, 1782 which, again, suggests comportment of the land cessions by the several states with 
the terms of both the Resolution of  Sept. 6 and Oct. 10, 1780.  The pertinent words are, "That if 
the several states claiming the exclusive property of the western lands, would make cessions of 
them to the United States, agreeably to the recommendation of Congress of the 6 September and 
the resolution of the 10 of October, 1780, it would be an important fund for the discharge of the 
national debt:...." 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hlaw:@field(DOCID+@lit(jc024118))  Here, on 
April 18, 1783, Congress acknowledges adoption of both the resolution of Sept. 6 and Oct. 10, 
1780 in the following words: "That as a further mean, as well of hastening the extinguishment of 
the debts, as of establishing the harmony of the United States, it be recommended to the states 
which have passed no acts towards complying with the resolutions of Congress of the 6 
September and 10 October, 1780, relative to territorial cessions, to make the liberal cessions 
therein recommended; and to the states which may have passed acts complying with the said 
resolutions in part only, to revise and complete such compliance." 

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/query/r?ammem/hlaw:@field(DOCID+@lit(jc024157)):  Here, June 
20, 1783, Congress discusses reimbursement to Virginia for certain military engagements which it 
financed during the Revolution and whether those expenses were contemplated as reimbursable 
with the proceeds from the disposition of ceded lands as that  disposition was contemplated 
under the Resolution of October 10, 1780.  The reference is to the act "viz the act of 10 October, 
1780."  When the Journals of the Continental Congress are consulted, it is found that only one 
"act" was recorded on that date.  That "act" is the Resolution respecting cession of the western 
lands by certain of the land claiming states.  The pertinent words on this date in 1783 are, "That 



the second condition, (namely, that Virginia should be allowed and fully reimbursed by the United 
States, her actual expences in reducing the British post, at the Kaskaskies and St. Vincents; the 
expence of maintaining garrisons and supporting civil government there since the reduction of the 
said posts, and in general all the charge she has incurred on account of the country on the 
northwest side of the Ohio river, since the commencement of the present war,) is substantially 
comprehended in the engagement made by Congress in the said act, (viz. the act of 10 October, 
1780) and that one commissioner should be appointed by Congress, one by the State of Virginia, 
and another by those two commissioners, who, or a majority of whom, should be authorised and 
empowered to adjust and liquidate the account of the necessary and reasonable expences 
incurred by the said State, for the purpose mentioned in the said condition." 

Let me know if you are lucky enough to locate the "Papers of the Continental Congress" as this 
seems to be a source of which I am unaware. 

Now I look forward to reading the draft Law Journal article from your associate in California. 

	  


