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Look at the map above. What you see in red are public lands controlled by the federal
government. Several questions may come to mind when looking at the map: Why the difference?
Why should I care? If you do care, what can we do about this problem?

The Problem: The federal government controls more than 50% of the public lands in the 12
western states from Colorado westward. In some states that number is nearly 90%, in Arizona,
42%. To the East of Colorado the federal government controls less than 5%.

In many of those western states the following clause is in their Enabling Acts for statehood,
“forever disclaim all right and title,” referring to the un-appropriated public lands at statehood.
People mistakenly use those six words to justify the Federal Government owning of all those
public lands. The same clause is in most of the Enabling Acts for the states East of Colorado. Also
within most states’ Enabling Acts, including eastern states, is the following: “that five per centum
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of the proceeds of sales of public lands… which shall be sold by the United States subsequent to
the admission of said State into the Union…” Those public lands in the West were supposed to
be sold just as they were in the East.

Whether you realize it or not, people from around the world are affected by the Federal
Government’s control of all those lands. The most glaring example was seen in the closings of the
National Parks and Monuments around the country during the October 2013 government
shutdown. Not so obvious, is the pollution created and revenues lost by ever increasing wild
fires in federally managed lands.

Studies show that approximately $150, 000, 000, 000, 000 (yes that is trillion) in resources are
locked up in those lands. Resources that are not being utilized which would create much needed
jobs and tax revenues for local, state, and federal governments.

Proposed Solutions: Begin with educating the public on the existence of this inequity. Educate
our legislators, both State and U.S., of this problem. Demand that the U.S. Congress extinguish
title to those lands as they are empowered to do under Article IV, Section 3. Extinguish title by
either selling and or returning (preferable) the land to the states as has happened in the eastern
states.

Result/Summary: The governments closest to the people of the affected states control the use of
the land within their boundaries. Jobs are created, local government revenues increase, access by
the public increase and the federal government becomes smaller.

For more information visit:

http://americanlandscouncil.org/ (http://americanlandscouncil.org/) and
http://www.americanlandscouncil.org/categories/articles/
(http://www.americanlandscouncil.org/categories/articles/)The numbers used in the paper can
be found at the American Lands Council Website.

Stories on effect of park closures on foreign tourist (would also apply to U.S. tourist)
http://wyomingpublicmedia.org/post/tourists-and-workers-disgruntled-over-park-closures
(http://wyomingpublicmedia.org/post/tourists-and-workers-disgruntled-over-park-closures)

http://legalinsurrection.com/2013/10/tour-guide-accuses-yellowstone-park-rangers-of-gestapo-
tactics/ (http://legalinsurrection.com/2013/10/tour-guide-accuses-yellowstone-park-rangers-
of-gestapo-tactics/)

http://www.nationalreview.com/article/361564/grilling-park-service-bullies-john-fund
(http://www.nationalreview.com/article/361564/grilling-park-service-bullies-john-fund)
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