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l Areas shown in red are federally controlled lands.

In the land of liberty and self-governance, the federal

government still controls more than 50% of all western lands.

The “analysis paralysis” and “management by litigation” that

characterize federal public lands management is causing

environmental, economic and national security catastrophes

for the western states and for the nation.

Record-setting, catastrophic wildfires — burning wildlife in the

millions, emitting carcinogenic pollutants into our air, and
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destroying habitat and watersheds for decades — are the result

of dysfunctional federal bureaucracy. University of California 

at Merced scientists recently concluded that proper forest

management would preserve more than a quarter trillion

gallons of water a year in drought-sticken California alone.

Communities built around a thriving timber industry now

struggle to fund education and public safety. It’s time to seize

the opportunity to restore healthy and productive forests and

communities through more effective, local control.

Above: Wildfires greater than 250 acres
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Locking up access to our nation’s abundant resources has

needlessly placed America at the mercy of foreign powers 

for essential materials such as rare earth minerals vital to

national defense, renewable energy, and electronics

technologies. With more than $150 trillion in minerals and

more recoverable oil than the rest of the world combined

locked up in federally controlled lands, it’s time to seize the

opportunity to chart our own economic, national security,

and energy future, rather than remain “Under China’s Grip”

(60 Minutes, March 22, 2015).

2016…IT’S TIME FOR REAL SOLUTIONS …
THE TRANSFER OF PUBLIC LANDS TO WILLING STATES
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“Men make history and not the other way around. In periods where there
is no leadership, society stands still. Progress occurs when courageous,
skillful leaders seize the opportunity to change things for the better.”

— Harry S. Truman 

A recent study by the Property and Environmental Research
Center (PERC) exposes the glaring disparity between state 
and federal public lands management. The study reveals that
the federal government loses 27 cents for every dollar it spends
on land management, a loss to taxpayers of approximately 
$2 billion per year. States, on the other hand, generate on
average $14.51 for every dollar they spend managing public
lands. The study declares, “By nearly all accounts, our federal
lands are in trouble, both in terms of fiscal performance and
environmental stewardship” and concludes “states have clearly
demonstrated their ability to generate greater returns from land
management than the federal government.” It’s time to seize
the opportunity for an economic renaissance through more
effective, local control of public lands.

For decades, the federal government controlled more than 
90% of all lands in States from Michigan to Iowa to Louisiana
and Florida. For nearly 30 years, U.S. Senator Thomas Hart
Benton (D-MO) worked tirelessly for the transfer of these
federally controlled public lands. Senator Benton unashamedly
accused the federal government of being “the monopolizer of
vacant lands in the West: and this monopoly, like all
monopolies, resulted in hardships to those upon whom it
acted.” Today, the federal government controls less than 5% of
all lands east of the Rockies. It’s time to seize the opportunity
to re-establish self-reliant states and communities that are the
strength of our nation, rather than extract billions in taxpayer
subsidies from the East that are paid to dependent
communities in the West. This simply weakens our nation.

Beginning in 2012, nearly every State in the West has
introduced transfer of public lands related legislation, and the
U.S. Congress has now begun the process of studying and
drafting federal legislation for more effective local control of
public lands. Additionally, local, state, and national groups 
and organizations have adopted resolutions supporting the
transfer of public lands to willing states as the only solution 
big enough for our communities, states and nation. Legal
analysis conducted by the Federalist Society (a national
organization of 40,000 lawyers, law students and scholars)
concluded, “the legal arguments in favor of the transfer of
public lands are serious.” 

Ronald Reagan famously said, “This is a wonderful 
time to be alive. We’re lucky not to live in pale and timid
times. We’ve been blessed with the opportunity to stand
for something … worth fighting for, worth devoting our
lives to.”

It’s time to stand for the only solution big enough to 
halt the deplorable environmental devastation, to unleash an
economic renaissance, and to chart our own national security and
energy future.

STATE & PRIVATE

FEDERAL

U.S. Senator Thomas Hart Benton (D-MO)
worked tirelessly for the transfer of public
lands for these “western States”.

Continued from front side

(801) 252-6622 OFFICE  • info@americanlandscouncil.org
859 W. South Jordan Parkway, Suite 100, South Jordan, UT 84095

www.AmericanLandsCouncil.org/Foundation
The American Lands Council Foundation is a 501(c)(3) pending, tax-exempt, nonpartisan, nonprofit organization.

$
 P
E
R
 A
C
R
E

FEDERAL VS. STATE LAND MANAGEMENT: 
REVENUE AND EXPENSES PER ACRE
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Source: PERC Study — Divided Lands: State vs. Federal Management in the West
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