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 As the Director, Debbie manages all day-to-day aspects of the organization, including ASA's 
Patient Focused Certification (PFC) and Cannabis Care Certification (CCC) programs.

She has served as a writer, editor, and reviewer on many ASA publications including the Cannabis 
and Cannabis Resin Critical Review Document that was sent to the United Nations. Debbie first 
entered into the medical cannabis field by helping a company write their State license 
applications for cultivating and manufacturing medical cannabis. She worked in conjunction with 
horticulturists, physicians, and patient advocates and learned a great deal about the industry.

Her previous work experience was in the Behavioral and Public Health fields working on projects 
in tobacco regulation and substance abuse prevention and treatment. She holds a Master’s 
degree in Psychology.

Welcome from Debbie Churgai 



Thank you to our Partner Organizations



Thank you to our Sponsors



Today’s Agenda
4:00-4:05 Program Introduction - Debbie Churgai
4:05-4:10 State of Veterans’ Access to Medical Cannabis with Michael Krawitz
4:10-4:25 Reducing Barriers to Research- Moderated by Abbie Bennett

Matt Zorn
Todd Scattini
Eryck Stamper

4:25-4:40 Reducing Barriers to Access- Moderated by Abbie Bennett
Cherissa Jackson
Jose Belen
Eryck Stamper

4:40-5:00 Federal Legislation- Moderated by Dustin McDonald
Rep. Lou Correa

5:00-5:05 Patient testimonials
5:05-5:15 What Companies and Advocates Can Do to Help Veteran Access- Moderated by Abbie Bennett

Todd Larkin
Michael Krawitz

5:15-5:20 Patient testimonial
5:20-6:00 Q&A Open Discussion- Moderated by Abbie Bennett



Michael Krawitz
A disabled United States Air Force Veteran [Sergeant, 1981 - 1986]. Michael Krawitz 
serves as Executive director of Veterans For Medical Cannabis Access [VMCA] as well as 
other board and advisory roles. After California's 1996 Proposition 215 Michael 
observed that cannabis used as a palliative adjunct pain treatment to opiates not only 
produced better pain relief but also significantly lowered the number of pain pills used. 
Michael identified the emerging use of so-called "pain contracts" as a policy that would 
eventually make it  impossible for patients to use cannabis as an adjunct medication 
and therefore lose any associated opiate overdose and suicide reduction. Leading 
VMCA Michael successfully negotiated the first ever VA medical cannabis policy in 2010 
and has since overseen the nationwide effort to add Post Traumatic Stress as a 
qualifying condition under state medical Cannabis access laws.

Recently Michael led an international team that ensured the Critical- Review process of 
the World Health Organization Expert Committee on Drug Dependence was in 
possession of all available evidence and in turn produced ground breaking and historic 
recommendations for change in the treaty status of Cannabis. Currently Michael is 
overseeing the final stages of the United Nations voting process on those WHO 
recommendations.

State of Veteran’s Access to Medical Cannabis



Abbie Bennett
Abbie Bennett is an award-winning journalist and journalism adjunct at the University of 
Maryland. A graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Hussman School of 
Journalism, she has been recognized with awards for excellence in investigative, breaking news 
and politics/election reporting by the Military Reporters and Editors Association and the N.C. 
Press Association.  She covers Capitol Hill and the Department of Veterans Affairs for Connecting 
Vets. 

Raised an Army Brat, Bennett has lived on bases and attended DoDEA schools across the United 
States and overseas. She was a first-generation college student and recipient of military 
scholarships including the XVIII Airborne Corps scholarship, the Armed Forces Communications 
and Electronics scholarship and the Maj. James Ursano scholarship.

Prior to joining Connecting Vets, she was a reporter for the McClatchy newspaper company at 
The News & Observer in Raleigh and worked for other local newspapers in Greenville, Charlotte 
and at Fort Bragg.

Today’s Moderator



Matt Zorn
Matt Zorn is an associate with Yetter Coleman LLP, a litigation boutique based in Houston, 
Texas. His practice focuses on complex commercial litigation, representing clients in IP, 
contract, and regulatory litigation in federal and state court. With significant expertise in 
federal jurisdiction and procedure, Matt is at home digging out case-changing evidence, 
crafting legal strategies under arcane statutes and procedures, eliciting critical deposition or 
trial testimony, and arguing on his feet to courts and arbitrators. Best Lawyers in America® 
named Matt "One to Watch," and Thomson Reuters' Super Lawyers recognized him as a "Texas 
Rising Star" in IP Litigation.

Matt is recognized as an authority in the byzantine federal regulatory scheme relating to 
cannabis research, novel constitutional and regulatory issues related to cannabis, and the 
Controlled Substances Act, even being named to the Law360 2020 Cannabis Editorial Advisory 
Board. Matt has brought several actions against the government raising administrative or 
constitutional claims and has obtained some relief in each one.

Before joining the firm, Matt was a judicial clerk to the Hon. Rodney Gilstrap, U.S. District Judge 
for the Eastern District of Texas, spending hundreds of hours in court helping manage one of 
the busiest trial dockets in the country. Before then he was a litigator with Paul, Weiss in New 
York City.

Reducing Barriers to Research



Todd Scattini
Todd is a retired U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel who served for 27 years (1990-2017). He is a West 
Point graduate who served as an Armor Officer and later a Senior Military and Diplomatic Advisor 
in numerous countries around the world. Todd is the CEO of Harvest 360, a consulting firm 
focused on setting the conditions for medical cannabis research through emerging technologies 
in the cannabis industry. He is an advisory board member at the Veterans Cannabis Project and 
Total Courage. Todd began researching hemp as a replacement crop for the poppy in 
Afghanistan in 2011. He saw hemp as a viable option to create an economy for Afghans while 
reducing funding for terrorist organizations. He quickly recognized there were military 
applications to the cannabis plant far beyond the industrial and agricultural impact it could have. 
This coupled with the recognition of the negative effects cannabis prohibition has had on poor 
communities in the U.S. inspired him to retire from the Army, become a cannabis activist and 
business leader.

Todd’s focus is to set the conditions for the Department of Defense to research the benefits 
medical cannabis can have on veteran patient outcomes. He believes this is what has been 
created in the State of Missouri where he resides and hopes to draw the attention of senior 
military officials and decision makers to this possibility.  
On the international level, Todd regularly briefs foreign diplomats and officials on U.S. cannabis 
laws and evolving policies providing insights and strategies for their medical cannabis programs.

Reducing Barriers to Research



Eryck Stamper
Eryck Stamper, a resident of Baltimore Maryland, graduated from Southern High School and 
enlisted in the U.S. Navy in July 1990. After completing various deployments in support of Desert 
Shield/Storm, Operation Iraqi/Enduring Freedom (OEF/OIF), relief efforts, overseas tours of duty 
and Department of the Navy agendas he retired in October 2013 after 23 years of faithful and 
zealous Naval Service. After completion of his military career, while suffering from various 
medical conditions; he sought a more holistic and alternative approach to personal medical care, 
Cannabis. This sparked his desire to engage in a new battle. Fighting for safe and affordable 
access, rights and employment opportunities for Veterans, Family and First Responder to critical 
lifesaving medicine. Eryck is also the Owner of the Maryland Hemp Exchange, reshaping 
Maryland landscape as Industrial Hemp takes shape in our Agriculture space. This was 
accomplished by partnering with multiple lobbying, educational, not for profit and the cannabis 
industry such as National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws (NORML) Maryland 
chapter, Americans for Safe Access, Cannabis Patient Advocacy Association, Anne Arundel 
Community College, as an example. Concurrently, VI22’s small Team of volunteers has partnered 
with over 55 organizations in Maryland and abroad to include U.S Pain Foundation, Veterans 
Administration (PTSD and Suicide Prevention Team). Those efforts are ongoing.

Veterans Initiative 22 continues to leverage multiple partnerships to better support cannabis 
under our Leaderships Call to Action under the new Executive Order; The Presidents Roadmap to 
Empower Veterans and End a National Tragedy by Suicide – the PREVENTS Initiative.

Reducing Barriers to Research



Cherissa Jackson
Cherissa Jackson served 23 years of active duty military service with 10 of those years as an U.S. Air Force Nurse. She is a 
veteran of both Operation Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom, having served a total of 3 combat deployments where she 
honed her expertise as a battlefield clinician. Following her honorable service, Jackson became an ambassador and advocate 
for persons with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD). She was inducted into the SHEROES United Organization Hall of 
Fame and traveled to Rome, Italy in November 2016 in order to collaborate with the Vatican, the Nation of Congo, and the 
city of Amatrice, Italy to help advance a global discussion on eliminating stigmas associated with PTSD. She has a non-profit 
that saves the lives of women from cervical cancer called “Project Give Hope” and has travelled internationally to Uganda in 
2017, and 2018 and will be traveling overseas in 2021. Jackson is the author of “At Peace Not in Pieces,” a bestselling memoir 
that outlines her principles of coping with her own PTSD challenges as a combat veteran and nurse. She was also named one 
of “25 Individuals of Influence” in the June 2018 issue of PTSD magazine and recently joined the HillVets 100 list of top 
influencers of 2018. Cherissa also won the “Daily Record Top 100 Maryland Women for 2016” for her efforts with PTSD. 
Recently Cherissa was awarded the first “Passion Award” at the AVB 2019 (American Veterans Ball). She is 2020’s recipient of 
“The Vettys” (Veterans Award) for excellence in Mental Health. This year, she won the “Star Nurses Nightingale Award” 
amongst 600 nominees in September 2020. The award was a collaboration between Washington Post and American Nurses 
Association. She joined AMVETS on February 1, 2019 as Chief Medical Executive and leads the organization’s HEAL Program, 
which strives to confront the risk factors that lead to crisis and veteran suicide. She uses her experience to lead the 
organization’s effort to address issues related to women veterans and champion legislation that improves access to quality 
healthcare. She has conducted several Focus groups around women veterans and LGBT+ communities. She and her team 
launched a Suicide Prevention Training in September 2019 during Suicide Prevention Month. She also created a one of a kind, 
Women Journey Map that details the experiences of women veterans from induction to separation/retirement to help the VA 
and legislators understand what programs are needed to combat the increased rate of suicide in women veterans. She 
launched an interview show called “Live at the Table” to provide a place for Women Veterans to discuss their triumphs and 
share their stories with the world. Jackson is a mother of twin daughters and holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing degree 
from the Medical University of South Carolina.

Reducing Barriers to Access



Jose Belen
Jose Belen is a decorated United States Army Combat veteran and CEO of Florida Mission Zero Inc., a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to combating the PTSD and suicide epidemic plaguing U.S. veterans. A 
native of Amsterdam in Upstate New York, Jose enlisted in the Army at age 19. He deployed to Iraq in 
2003 during the initial Operation Iraqi Freedom invasion and spent 14 consecutive months in combat. 
After his honorable discharge in 2005, Jose eventually moved to Florida, where he began raising a family 
and launched a successful corporate career in the real estate and insurance industries. Meanwhile, he 
was silently battling the debilitating effects post-traumatic stress disorder, with medical and 
veterans-support systems he had access to offering little help. Jose’s struggles came to a head in 2016, 
when the war within his own mind almost robbed him of everything: His career, his family, nearly his 
own life. Ultimately, however, Jose was able to overcome his personal demons. Inspired by his triumph, 
in 2017 Jose and his wife Danielle founded Florida Mission Zero, an organization dedicated to proving 
PTSD isn’t a death sentence or the end of the line for U.S. veterans and their families. To that end, the 
nonprofit develops targeted education and advocacy campaigns, spearheads suicide prevention efforts, 
and organizes family support initiatives. Jose and Danielle also help business owners expand their 
veterans outreach and hiring programs, as well as run veterans coaching initiatives. An inspiring public 
speaker, Jose has shared his story at major conferences nationally and internationally and has graced 
the stage with the likes of Montel Williams and former NFL star Marvin Washington. Based on his own 
experiences, Jose is also an outspoken advocate for compassionate access to medical cannabis for 
veterans and non-veterans alike. He is one of six individuals and organizations who are currently suing 
the federal government to remove cannabis from its list of Schedule I drugs.

Reducing Barriers to Access



Dustin McDonald
 Leading ASA’s policy work is Dustin McDonald, a freelance policy, government relations and public affairs 
expert with over 20 years of experience in advocacy. Prior to this work, Dustin spent nearly three and a half 
years at Weedmaps where he built and managed a 20-person international policy and government relations 
team, and guided associated federal, state, local and international government engagements on cannabis 
policy issues. Dustin joined Weedmaps in 2016 after serving for three and a half years as the Director of the 
Government Finance Officers Association’s (GFOA) Federal Liaison Center, where he led advocacy on 
municipal finance issues for a coalition of state, county and city government associations. At GFOA Dustin 
also served as lead staff on the GFOA’s Committee on Governmental Debt Management, working with 
committee members to develop best practices that promote sound financial practices for state and local 
governments. Prior to his work with GFOA Dustin spent 10 years providing direct federal advocacy services to 
local governments and local government agencies from across the U.S., working as a member of Holland & 
Knight’s Public Policy and Regulation Group, as well as the government relations practice of MARC 
Associates. In this role, Dustin led successful advocacy campaigns on a diverse group of issues, including 
municipal finance and tax reform, multi-modal transportation and related infrastructure, housing and 
economic development, water and wastewater infrastructure improvements, telecommunications reform, 
public safety and manufacturing. 

Before entering the private sector, Dustin served as staff in the Washington, DC office of a member of the 
California congressional delegation.

Federal Legislation



U.S. Congressman Lou Correa (D-CA)
Congressman Lou Correa is a longtime Orange County resident, with deep local roots. To this day, he lives only 
three miles from his childhood neighborhood in Anaheim. He is the son of working-class parents whose hard 
work gave him a chance at success. Lou has spent his career fighting to protect the American Dream, and ensure 
anyone can reach the middle class, just as he did. When Lou was young, his mother cleaned hotel rooms across 
from Disneyland, and his father held a manufacturing job at a paper mill. Through hard work, Lou’s parents gave 
him access to better education than they had, and a path to the middle class. Lou credits his success to his 
education and the Anaheim public school system where he attended Benjamin Franklin Elementary, Fremont 
Junior High, and Anaheim High School. Lou graduated from California State University, Fullerton with a degree in 
Economics. Always striving for more, Lou returned to college and earned his Juris Doctor (JD), and Master in 
Business Administration (MBA) from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). After college, Lou used his 
education to become a banker, attorney, and licensed real estate broker. His time in the private sector prepared 
him to compromise and find real solutions to everyday problems .In 1996, Lou ran for the California State 
Assembly. Lou lost that election, but he returned in 1998 and won, becoming a voice for the middle class families 
in Orange County. Over the next decade, Lou would serve Orange County on the Orange County Board of 
Supervisors and the California State Senate. In Washington, Congressman Correa continues his fight to give 
everyone access to the same the opportunity he had. Congressman Correa is committed to working across party 
lines to strengthen the middle class and give everyone a shot at the American Dream by investing in education, 
healthcare, and our fading infrastructure. Congressman Correa has worked to support public health and safety 
services, mental health care, and health and safety programs for children. He has championed affordable higher 
education and taxpayer equity while protecting taxpayers by fighting “waste, fraud, and abuse.” Since entering 
office, Congressman Correa has introduced legislation to protect the legal rights of immigrants, care for 
veterans, and fight against the wasteful spending of taxpayer money. Lou lives in Santa Ana with his wife of 27 
years, Esther Correa, and their four children. Lou is a member of Christ Cathedral Catholic Church.

Federal Legislation



Todd Larkin
 Todd Larkin is a decorated United States Army Combat veteran and founder of Texoma Veterans Alliance, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to educating Veterans about the safe use of cannabis. An Oklahoma native, 
Todd enlisted in the Army at age 18. He deployed to Egypt in 2003 and then to Afghanistan in 2006 being 
deployed for 18 months as a  combat camera. After his honorable discharge in 2010, Todd attended college 
getting a degree in history education and began teaching and coaching in Ardmore, Oklahoma. Meanwhile, he 
was silently battling the debilitating effects of post-traumatic stress disorder. Todd was prescribed over eleven 
medications being on nine at one time. From suicidal thoughts and prescription side effects, his struggles came 
to a head in 2013, when the war within his own mind was finally enough. Todd started educating himself on 
cannabis and how to use it to treat his conditions. Doing so in an illegal state became very concerning for Todd 
and lacking the ability to get good, trusted cannabis he wanted to give up but knew this was the best alternative 
for his combat injuries.

Ultimately, however, Todd was able to overcome his personal demons. Inspired by his triumph, in 2018 Todd 
created Texoma Veteran Alliance to help Vets through the process of Oklahoma’s new legal cannabis system. To 
that end, the nonprofit develops targeted education and advocacy campaigns, spearheads suicide prevention 
efforts, and organizes family support initiatives. The group holds monthly events from growing and extraction 
classes, taste tests, terpene education and even comedy nights. So far the nonprofit has helped over 1000 
Oklahoma Veterans get their medical card for access to cannabis. In 2018 Todd won the ASA - Veterans Advocate 
of the Year Award and the 2019 Cannabis Crusader Award for Veteran Dedication to the Cannabis Industry. Todd 
is working on a Podcast called Cannabis and Comrades which premiers late 2020. Todd and his wife Jodi also own 
a medical dispensary, Pure Wellness. They work to educate the public about cannabis and how it has saved their 
marriage along the way. They have been married for 18 years, and have three children Bayleigh, Bostyn and 
Brueck.

What Companies and Advocates Can Do to Help Veteran Access



Resources

● Harvest 360

● Mission Zero

● Texoma Veteran Alliance

● Veterans for Medical Cannabis Access

● Veterans Initiative 22

● U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  

● VA cannabis policy

● VA policy on access to VHA clinical programs for Veterans participating in a State-approved marijuana program

● History of VA cannabis policy written by VA doctor 

● Article from AMA Ethics Journal: “Veterans Health Administration Policy on Cannabis as an Adjunct to Pain Treatment 
with Opiates” 

https://harvest360.co/
https://www.facebook.com/missionzeroactual
https://texvetalliance.org/
http://www.veteransformedicalmarijuana.org/
https://www.veteransinitiative22.com/
http://www.va.gov/
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/marijuana.asp
http://www.va.gov/vhapublications/ViewPublication.asp?pub_ID=5711
http://www.mdedge.com/fedprac/article/80878/addiction-medicine/legal-and-clinical-evolution-veterans-health-administration/page/0/2
http://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2018-05/pfor2-1506.pdf
http://journalofethics.ama-assn.org/sites/journalofethics.ama-assn.org/files/2018-05/pfor2-1506.pdf


Become a Member 
If you support the medical cannabis movement, we strongly urge you to become members of 
Americans for Safe Access (ASA).  

 ASA is the largest national organization of patients, medical cannabis providers, medical 
professionals, scientists and concerned citizens promoting safe and legal access to cannabis 
for therapeutic use and research with over  150,000 supporters in all 50 states.

 Basic Membership - $35 annually or $5 monthly
● Receive our monthly newsletter and special email alerts
● 10% Discount on PFC program
● Discounts on all ASA events (webinars, fundraisers, conferences)

Discount Student, Senior or Veteran Membership - $25 annually

● Receive our monthly newsletter and special email alerts

Compassion Membership - $100 annually or $10 monthly

● Receive our monthly newsletter and special email alerts
● 10% Discount on PFC program
● Discounts on all ASA events (webinars, fundraisers, conferences)
● Free access to Cannabis Care Certification Patient and Caregiver Education program

https://www.safeaccessnow.org/membership
https://www.safeaccessnow.org/membership
https://americansforsafeaccess.nationbuilder.com/basic_membership_3500_38
https://www.safeaccessnow.org/basic_membership_1000_53
https://americansforsafeaccess.nationbuilder.com/student_senior_or_veteran_2500_37
https://americansforsafeaccess.nationbuilder.com/compassion_member_5000_39
https://www.safeaccessnow.org/compassion_member_1500_51


Watch Recorded Event and Check Out Other ASA Events

This veterans’ roundtable discussion will be recorded and posted on ASA Live. 
Please check out the ASA Live webpage to watch this event and previous events.

Please also go to our Events page to learn more about our upcoming events!

https://www.safeaccessnow.org/asa_live
https://www.safeaccessnow.org/asa_live
https://www.safeaccessnow.org/events
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for your 
service! 


