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This has been a good year for AMHF and I want to congratulate all the Executive for 
helping the organization raise its game considerably. 
 
We were doing good things before 2010 but this year has seen us improve dramatically; 
 

 We have become more professional: the addition of a secretariat has made a 
huge difference and I need to thank Jakki Cartwright for her great contribution to 
the progress we have made. Although everyone has played a part in this 
progress, not least of all Anthony and Gary, it is clear that the treasurer, Chris 
Johnson, deserves special mention although he would probably not want it. The 
fact that we now meet face to face sometimes – an important issue - and have a 
secretariat is in no small measure due to the work Chris has put in. I thank him. 

 Membership: for some time membership was somewhat unmoving, now we see 
the beginning of growth and I again applaud the effort that has gone into this. 

 Clarification of who we are. I think by badgeing ourselves as the peak body 
implementing a social approach to male health we can see clearer what we are 
and what we are not. This can only be a good thing. 

 The National Male Health Policy. Of course, we are not entirely responsible for 
the policy and some of the members are unhappy with its omissions and the 
comparative little amount of funding allocated to male health programs. 
Nevertheless, in terms of moving forwards in male health in the country, the 
Policy can be seen as a landmark, precisely because it endorses a social view of 
male health and we have had a serious role to play in its development, not least 
of all in the positive approach it adopts. 

 Looking to the future, I would hope we use our efforts to promote the Policy 
throughout the country by any means we can, using it as an entry point to 
advocate for boys and men’s health and programs which support them. My 
suggestions would be that we focus on one or two social determinants – like work 
– and make an effort to highlight the issue of employment’s impact on health, 
both positive and negative. But I am open to other suggestions. 

 
Now, a word about the proposed national longitudinal study: I have thought quite a lot 
about this and am holding to the position that AMHF can work with other partners in 
responding to the tender when it happens  
 
Finally, I am convinced the National Conference will go well and look forward to it. My 
wish would be that we again use it as an occasion to learn with and from Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander men. I would like that to be a theme of AMHF since it is a richness 
and an opportunity to broaden our perspectives and help address flagrant injustices in 
our country. In addition, I would hope that we try to incorporate at least a half day in the 
Conference to highlight the role of GPs in male health. Consequently, I would like us to 
make an effort to bring doctors in to the conference and the organisation. 
 
 
John Macdonald 


