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The AMWU’s campaign to highlight 
serious staffing and skills shortfalls in 
technical and maintenance support 
for Australia’s defence forces has 
been vindicated.
A Senate Committee will investigate 
the capability of Defence’s physical 
science and engineering civilian 
workforce, which includes AMWU 
members suffering under budget and 
staffing cuts our union has called “a 
public policy disgrace.”
That absence of forward planning is 
hitting their ability to test and oversee 
safe preparation of vital defence 
equipment, including weaponry, 
aircraft, army vehicles and munitions.
“It ultimately means taxpayers can’t 
be assured they are getting value 
from the billions of dollars of their 
money being spent on defence every 
year,” said AMWU Assistant National 
Secretary Mike Nicolaides.
The inquiry comes as AMWU members 
have taken industrial action, taken to 
social media with a petition and are 
set to doorknock marginal Abbott 
Government seats to raise awareness 
about its failure to provide the forces 
with adequate support. 
“The fact the Senate will hold an 
inquiry vindicates what we have been 
saying,” Mr Nicolaides said.
The inquiry is expected to report by 
the end of March 2016.
The inquiry will concentrate on the 
importance of the physical science 
and engineering (PSE) workforce to 
Defence, the risks of a skills shortage 
and future technological needs.
It will also deal with what impact 
outsourcing of projects has on 
capability and the risk of a “brain 

drain” in the Defence Department ‘s 
ability to attract and retain a highly-
skilled workforce.
One of the Committee members, 
Labor’s Senator Anne McEwen, met 
with Mr Nicolaides in Canberra as 
the AMWU campaign was gathering 
momentum.
She told AMWU News that the 
committee would approach the issue 
with open minds and she would not 
pre-judge an outcome.
“When I spoke to the AMWU it 
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highlighted for me the importance of 
this issue. Clearly there’s a problem 
in losing highly-trained personnel in 
uniform but also in physical sciences 
and engineering workforce as well,” 
Senator McEwen said.
“”We need to keep as much of that 
talent in the public sector as we 
can. We need to look at current and 
potential capabilities, so we encourage 
people working in these areas to make 
a submission to the inquiry.”

AMWU members at the Proof & Experimental Establishment, Port Wakefield in SA and delegate 
Peter Leggat, pictured bottom right. 
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recommendations from a recent 
Senate Inquiry, which would see 
a strategic industry roundtable 
established with a mandate to work 
through the opportunities and 
challenges facing the industry. 
“One thing’s for sure,” Ms Cassin said 
to the sea of workers and supporters, 
“we fight to win and we won’t stop 
until we do!” 
The rally ended with a resounding 
cacophony of applause and whistles, 
which could be heard throughout the 
entire Melbourne CBD. 
Follow the campaign on 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
HandsOffAusPost

Hundreds of concerned workers 
from across the mailing, print 

and postal industries rallied outside 
Australia Post Headquarters in 
Melbourne’s CBD on Wednesday. 
Workers made sure their message 
was heard with frequent choruses of 
high-pitched whistling coming from 
whistles that were handed out to 
each rally-goer on arrival. 
Workers are angry at the proposed 
changes to slash Australia Post 
services and double prices. This will 
see an inevitable cycle of price rises, 
service cuts and steeper mail volume 
declines, all of which puts at risk tens 
of thousands of mailing industry jobs.
The AMWU along with CWU, CPSU, 
NUW and CFMEU have joined forces 
and have been fighting hard to get 
members’ message to Canberra. 
The campaign has successfully 
gathered thousands of signatures 
in a petition against the proposed 
changes and this coming Saturday 
a convoy of ‘posties’ on their much 
loved red motorbikes will depart 
Melbourne for Canberra to deliver 
the petition in person. 
AMWU, National Print Secretary 
Lorraine Cassin, speaking at the rally 
said that “it was not up to CEO 
Ahmed Fahour to destroy an Aussie 
icon” and that he needed to consult 
with Australia Post workers and the 
wider community. 
Ms Cassin also urged the 
Communications Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull to implement all 
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THE BIGGEST 
DOORKNOCK 
IN UNION 
HISTORY
On the weekend of September 

12th and 13th thousands of union 
members and community activists 
just like you will be door-knocking 
across more than twenty marginal 
Federal electorates.

We will be having face-to-face 
conversations about the issues that 
matter, things like workers’ rights and 
jobs, Medicare, accessible, quality 
education, public services, a secure 
retirement and a fair go for all.
If you want to Build A Better Future, join 
the fight for our living standards by being 
part of our door-knocking team as we 
Knock for a Better Future on September 
12th and 13th. 
Want to be part of history and get 
involved, join your local Knock for a 
Better Future event.  
Visit: www.australianunions.org.au/
knock_for_a_better_future

Blow that whistle, bang that drum: AMWU National Print Secretary, Lorraine Cassin (front right) and 
Victorian Print organiser, Natalie Castro (front left). 

AMWU National Print Secretary, Lorraine Cassin 
tells the crowd “we fight to win”.  


