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Alcoa executives overseeing 
ruthless cost-cutting had a shock 

last week when their early morning 
routine was disrupted by nearly 
200 unionists who gathered outside 
the glitzy WA head office to loudly 
remind them about wage justice.
AMWU WA State Secretary Steve 
McCartney took to the Alcoa front 
steps, blasting it for wanting its 
workforce to pay for a 20 per cent cut 
in operating costs by trying to take a 
huge chunk out of their wages and 
conditions.
That’s despite the company looking at 
its best alumina profitability since 2007.
Our members, some with family, 
were joined by other unionists in 
the Perth suburb of Booragoon to 
protest against Alcoa’s race to the 
bottom in labour hire contracting, 
which is squeezing family budgets and 
compromising safety at its sites.
Maintenance contractors including 
Transfield, ALS and United 
Contractors who service Alcoa’s five 
WA sites have told their workforces 
they expect a wage cut of at least 10 
per cent to remain competitive to 
meet the aluminium producer’s cost 
cutting demands.
Alcoa management itself has taken an 
aggressive stand in early bargaining 
talks for its own workforce, including 
600 AMWU members across its three 
smelters and two mines in outlying 
areas from Perth.
“Our members have worked for years, 
many for decades, to make Alcoa’s 
South-West operations the most 
profitable in the entire world,” Mr 
McCartney said.
“Alcoa has made billions of dollars in 
profit over many years. They are still 

making huge returns right now but 
they are effectively trying to slice 
20 per cent off what our members 
earn and we won’t stand for it.”
AMWU organiser Simon Rushworth 
said a key concern was Alcoa 
opening its maintenance contracts 
to new labour hire bidders, which 
were willing to strip back wages to 
the award base.
He said Alcoa’s end game was a race 
to the bottom on wages for contract 
workers to put extra pressure on its 
own permanent workforce.
Members were also concerned 
at the impact of rock-bottom 
maintenance deals on safety, 
particularly after this year’s asbestos 
scare at its Kwinana refinery.
This would impact on all the 
company’s five sites in WA, smelters 
and bauxite mines.
The AMWU’s concerns over 
Alcoa are mirrored in the 

MORNING GRIEF FOR ALCOA’S TOP BRASS

Morning blast: WA State Secretary Steve McCartney talks to the big morning protest outside 
Alcoa’s Wa corporate headquarters last week.

company’s move to sack 40 
Australian seafarers and sell its 
ship the MV Portland, which 
transports aluminium product 
between WA and Victoria.
Alcoa wants to cut costs by instead 
using a flag-of-convenience ship on this 
domestic route, manned by foreign 
seafarers on as little as $2.50 per hour. 
That’s made possible by changes 
introduced by the Turnbull Government.
Its crew have refused to sail it to 
Singapore for sale, which would make 
them redundant.
The AMWU is supporting a Maritime 
Union petition (www.mua.org,au) and 
other efforts to offer the seafarers 
assistance, backing a community 
protest where the ship is tied up, in its 
home port at Portland in Victoria.
Our members at Alcoa in Portland will 
consider further help at a joint unions 
meeting next Tuesday.
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Men’s Shed and Wallabies Junior 
Football Club.
AMWU Queensland and Northern 
Territory State Secretary, Rohan Webb 
said he expected Gladstone would be 
the first of many Community Hubs 
across the state – and nation. You 
can find out more at amwu.org.au/
community_hubs.
“Our members and delegates in 
Gladstone have been working hard in 
recent years to try to make sure the 
wealth that has come out of the Curtis 
Island LNG developments flows into 
their community,” Mr Webb said.
“The Community Hub will help them 
put across our message in an effective 
grass-roots way as Gladstone faces the 
challenge of construction on the island 
scaling down.
“It will be the means by which the 
AMWU is able to campaign on issues 
like job creation and security, that we 
share with the community. And it’s an 
organising point to provide practical 
help to clubs, schools and charities.”
Gladstone delegate Khan Goodluck 
said:” I believe that workers have a role 
to play beyond the workshop gate in 

The AMWU this week chose Gladstone 
in Queensland to wheel out our first 

Community Hub, a membership-based 
initiative to reach out and give practical 
help to local causes.
The idea builds on the work unionists 
have done for decades in their 
communities across Australia, by 
providing a support network for our 
members to organise activities and 
fundraise for their local sports clubs, 
schools, men’s sheds and similar groups.
Each community hub is also intended 
to assist AMWU activists build 
community support on industrial 
and government issues that affect 
everyone’s day-to-day lives.
We couldn’t think of a better occasion 
to launch the Community Hub than 
last Sunday’s AMWU Family Day at the 
Gladstone Marina, where members and 
their families turned out for a BBQ and 
fun activities in warm, sunny weather.
AMWU members working on the Curtis 
Island LNG projects have put in big time 
in recent years to raise funds for the 
local community. They have generated 
over $60,000 for local groups such as 
the Tannum Sands nippers, Gladstone 

COMMUNITY HUB WHEELED OUT IN GLADSTONE

giving back to their community, we all 
want a bright future for Gladstone.”
“It’s a support network for AMWU 
members in reaching out. We can help 
local groups and also raise awareness 
on issues like local content, apprentice 
numbers and the problem of labour hire 
in eroding permanent jobs.”

Delegates’ hub: Gladstone AMWU delegates met on Monday for a union update from Rohan Webb (white shirt, centre) and other union speakers.

Family Hub: State Secretary Rohan 
Webb (centre) with AMWU member Harry 
Kummerfeld, his wife Angie and their children 
at the union’s Family Fun Day in Gladstone.


