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A MWU members are celebrating 
after their efforts secured 

Australia’s shipbuilding future 
with a $50 billion submarine build 
promising generations of skilled jobs 
nationally. 
The announcement  that French 
firm DCNS would build all 12 new 
submarines  in Adelaide vindicates 
the AMWU’s long campaign for a 
continuous navy build in Australia, 
which heaped electoral pressure on the 
Coalition Government to pull back from 
sending the project offshore.
“This has been a four-year fight which 
persisted through two Coalition Prime 
Ministers and three defence ministers, 
a tireless campaign which will result 
in Australia’s largest ever defence 
project being built in our own Adelaide 
shipyard,” said a delighted AMWU 
National Secretary, Paul Bastian.
 “Two years ago this Coalition 
Government was set to walk away from 
its commitment to build those subs 
here. Our shipbuilding members held 
dozens of rallies, doorknocked voters, 
crowdfunded billboards and saturated 
social media to stop that happening. 
“This was a fight for Australian jobs, 
industry and our national sovereignty.
 “Thanks to them we have in our 
grasp a new era of navy shipbuilding, 
with nearly  50 subs and surface 
ships providing a golden pipeline for 
advanced skills and technology right 
across Australian manufacturing.”
Employer groups estimate over 
1000 firms, many already in defence 
production, will be in the running for 
expanded work over the next 10-15 
years before the first Shortfin Barracuda 
sub hits the water. 

That is expected to create thousands of 
new, skilled jobs across Australia.
Mr Bastian welcomed the Labor 
Opposition’s bi-partisan support and 
congratulated DCNS for coming out 
ahead of bids by Japanese and German 
consortiums.
The building and maintenance for 
the subs is expected to generate up 
to $150 billion of activity over 30 
years, starting with 2800 new jobs as 
ASC’s Osborne facility in Adelaide is 
expanded with a new shipyard and 
factory for the new project. Over 1000 
are permanent shipbuilding jobs. 
That’s combined with  a $35 billion 
build for 9 future frigates in Adelaide, 
$3 billion for 12 Offshore Patrol Vessels 
in Adelaide and Perth , $2 billion to 
upgrade and extend the life of the 
Collins-class subs and $500 million for 
21 Pacific Patrol Vessels in WA. 
SA State Secretary John Camillo said 
thanks to AMWU members the subs 
and ships contract were building blocks 
towards recovering many jobs lost in 

SUBS TRIUMPH  FOR SHIPBUILDERS  
– AND AUSTRALIA

the auto industry, a revival and rescue of 
the SA economy.
“If the Arrium steelworks can be 
upgraded, this gives another opportunity 
for a major steel contract and new 
growth for Whyalla,” he said.
 “But there is a lot of detail we will be 
seeking when we meet  DCNS, it will be 
up to the unions to keep the pressure 
right on the Government to maximize 
local procurement and jobs.
“It’s a boon for SA that we can share 
with other regions like Newcastle and 
Perth. We’ll also need more skilled 
tradespeople, more engineers to be 
trained for the advanced technology.”
AMWU subs delegate Andy Daniels 
predicted that at least $90 billion in 
sub and frigate contracts will revitalise 
Adelaide and the state “like a Snowy 
Mountains Scheme for South Australia.”
“This is a real achievement for the union, 
this Australian build will help rejuvenate 
Adelaide after what we’ve been put 
through,” said an elated Mr Daniels.

Nation-building project: 12 of these Shortfin Barracuda Block1A submarines will be built 
by French firm DCNS with an Australian workforce in Adelaide over the next 30 years.
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former Loy Yang power station worker 
Allan Buhagiar, who is incredibly lucky 
to be alive after an industrial door 
another fitter was repairing collapsed 
on them in 2006.
“It wasn’t even my job, I just went over 
to help him. A large six-tonne door 
came down in an instant,” the AMWU 
member told the ceremony at Morwell 
Centenary Rose Garden.
“Noticing the door was wobbling 
just prior, I lunged out at him but 
unfortunately didn’t get to him in time. 
He was fatally wounded and my hand 
was amputated.”
Mr Buhagiar called the time he waited 
for riggers to lift the door off them “the 
longest half hour of my life.”
He was lucky not to also die from 
his injuries, with his lung collapsing 
and heart stopping during a 12-hour 
operation where surgeons re-attached 
his left hand. It was the first of 15 
operations.
His message is that it’s essential for 
everyone to take responsibility in 
double checking that jobs are done 
strictly according to safety procedures 
– if in any doubt, ask your delegate, 
OH&S rep or someone in authority 
with knowledge.

Many AMWU members around 
the country paused from their 

toil for a minute or more yesterday to 
quietly remember the lives of workers 
who have been killed in workplace 
incidents.
International Workers Memorial 
Day was marked by silences and 
ceremonies at workplaces, parks and 
Trades Halls in every state in honour 
of the 193 Australians who died 
needlessly at work last year.
They were among 2.3 million people 
killed at work worldwide.
Families and workers touched by 
workplace tragedy spoke movingly 
on the need for safety, with a plea for 
continuing vigilance from unions and 
improved standards from governments 
and employers.
In Brisbane, about 1800 workers heard 
from the father of a young electrician 
who died on a construction site. 
In Melbourne, a former bricklayer 
suffering asbestosis told of his trauma 
in attending the funerals of mates 
struck down. 
Ron Patton, who worked on kilns 
and boilers in factories, told a Trades 
Hall ceremony that governments 
must to more to eliminate asbestos, 
in buildings and in some imported 
products.
“In the past two years I’ve been to 
eight funerals of my mates,” he said, 
struggling for breath.
“We need to stop asbestos from 
ruining our lives.”
Speaking at Morwell in Victoria was 

SAFETY IS OUR BEST MEMORIAL

“Always check things, take a good look 
around so you’re totally satisfied the 
job is being done safely. Don’t just do 
it if someone says ‘it’ll be alright’ or 
‘don’t worry’,” he said.
Mr Buhagiar became one of 500,000 
Australian workers whose lives have 
been permanently changed by a 
workplace injury, as he has been 
unable to permanently return to work.
But he’s glad he’s alive to see his three 
sons grow into teenagers and he 
endorses the global motto of unions 
on Workers Memorial Day: Honour The 
Dead, Fight Like Hell for the Living

Courageous: Victorian AMWU member Allan Buhagiar (left) told his story at the WMD 
ceremony. He’s with AMWU organiser Steve Dodd, who is also Gippsland TLC Secretary, and 
admin officer Naomi Rooney.

Mourning for mates: asbestosis sufferer Ron 
Patton, outside Melbourne’s Trades Hall, holding 
the boots symbolising the 193 Australians who 
died from workplace hazards and incidents

Mass concern: more than 1800 people were 
at the Workers Memorial Day ceremony in 
Brisbane, remembering 26 fatalities last year in 
Queensland workplaces.


