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Minutes of Public Meeting 
 
 
PROJECT: 
 
LOCATION: 

McCormick Park Playground (13-43) 
 
Mary McCormick Community Centre 

 
DATE: 
 
TIME: 

 
February 8, 2014 
 
10:00 a.m. 

  

 
1. 

 
Councillor’s opening remarks and introductions. 
 

 
2. 
 

 
Alex Mut (City Project Manager, Parks, Forestry & Recreation) informed the 
community that: 

▪ The park playground design is to ensure the existing and new playground 
equipment meets current CSA standards; 

▪ Engineered wood fibre playground surfacing will be proposed for accessibility 
and inclusive play; and 

▪ The current playground offers sand play opportunities, which will continue to 
be included in the new playground design.  
 

 
3. 

 
Stephanie Snow of Harrington McAvan Ltd. (Consultants retained by the City for this 
project) informed the community that: 
 The preliminary playground design concepts were based on the existing Park 

Masterplan and information gathered from working group meetings with the 
Friends of McCormick Park; and 

 The preliminary playground design concepts are to serve as “Starting Points” 
to receive feedback from the community. 

 
 
4. 
 

 
Stephanie Snow presented to the community the three (3) preliminary playground 
design concepts.   
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5. 

 
Key features of Concept One include: 
 Retaining the existing playground equipment and sand surfacing and 

expanding the playground area; 
 A new planting bed to serve as a buffer between the existing wading pool 

and playground areas to reduce sand tracking into the wading pool; 
 A new sand play area complete with natural armoustone seatwalls and a new 

water tap, if budget permits; 
 A new sand play table for accessibility and inclusive play; 
 A pathway system that would create a small circuit for children on tricycles to 

ride around in; 
 An unstructured asphalt hump which could serve as a canvas for community 

artwork; 
 Replacing two (2) belt seats in the existing swing set with an inclusive seat; 
 Expanding the play area around the swing set and replacing the sand 

playground surfacing with engineered wood fibre; 
 A new freestanding rope climber; and 
 A designated area for future outdoor exercise equipment. 

 
 
6. 

 
Key features of Concept Two include: 
 Retaining the existing footprint of the playground area and installing new 

playground equipment; 
 The playground area would be bisected by an asphalt pathway; 
 A new sand play area with a concrete seatwall border and natural play 

elements, including logs and boulders; 
 New playground equipment, including jumping boulders and play panels, 

which would be strategically placed to discourage children on the west side 
of the playground from running towards the east directly into the pathway of 
the swings; and 

 Designated areas for future outdoor exercise equipment, future naturalized 
planting, and future asphalt pathway connection to the existing basketball 
courts. 

 
 
7. 

 
Key features of Concept Three include: 
 Retaining the existing footprint of the playground area and majority of the 

existing playground equipment; 
 A new seesaw and a new spinning net climber; 
 A boulder wall between the two (2) playground surfacing materials; 
 The levelling out of the grade along the south edge of the playground area to 

provide a space for picnicking; 
 New planting bed; 
 A pathway system that would create a small circuit for children on tricycles to 

ride around in; 
 A new sand play area complete with natural seating logs; and 
 Designated areas for future outdoor exercise equipment and future 

naturalized planting. 
 



 

Harrington McAvan Ltd. 
6882 14th Avenue, Markham, Ontario L6B 1A8 

Tel: (905)294-8282 Fax: (905)294-7623 
III 

  

 
8. 

 
Overall, the Community expressed their preference of Concept One (retaining the 
existing playground equipment and sand surfacing and expanding the playground 
area) with some revisions and the addition of some components from the other 
design concepts. 
  

 
9. 

 
Community comments and input received regarding the Proposed Planting Bed 
include: 
 
 Concern that the proposed planting bed will restrict sightlines between the 

wading pool and playground; 
 Concern that the plants will be trampled on by children running between the 

wading pool and playground; 
 Consider including a few small pathways through the planting bed to connect 

the two (2) amenities:  the plants will not get trampled on and the buffer 
would still be in place to reduce sand tracking; and 

 Preference that the budget for the proposed planting be put towards other 
park improvements for this project because the Community could complete 
the planting as a community group event. 

 
The community was informed of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED) and that these design guidelines will be applied to this project. 

 
 
10. 

 
Community comments and input received regarding the Asphalt Pathway System 
include: 
 
 Concern with the amount of proposed asphalt paving in the park; 
 Concern with the amount of heat emitted from the dark asphalt surface; 
 Preference of a wooden deck or concrete pavement be installed instead of 

asphalt; 
 Preference for a sod strip or other natural elements be used to divide the two 

(2) playground surfacing materials; 
 Preference for the asphalt pathway to run around the east perimeter of the 

playground areas; 
 Preference for the asphalt mound to be sodded or of a rubber surfacing 

material, if budget permits; 
 Appreciation of the small bicycle/ tricycle circuit, however, there was concern 

regarding safety; and 
 Community informed that there is an existing desire line from the existing 

pathway west of the playground directly to the Community Centre and 
requested that it be maintained clear from obstruction.  A formal pathway in 
this location is not required or preferred. 

 
The Community was informed that a hard edge is required to retain the playground 
surfacing and that asphalt paving is proposed due to cost.  The Community was 
informed that the proposed width of the pathways can be reviewed to reduce the 
amount of asphalt proposed. 
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11. 

 
Community comments and input received regarding Shade and Seating include: 
 
 Concern with the decrease in the number of trees in the park; 
 Concern with the lack of perching zones and seating opportunities: 
 Preference for picnic tables or benches to be located between the 

playground area and wading pool; 
 Preference for gamestables to be included in the park design; and 
 Preference of the levelling out of the grade along the south edge of the 

playground area to provide a shaded tranquil seating area with sightlines 
across the park. 

 
The Community was informed that some of the existing trees in the park may be 
relocated and that additional tree planting can be completed in the future after 
completion of this project. 

 
 
12. 

 
Community comments and input received regarding the Proposed Watertap include: 

 
 A request that the watertap, if included in the scope of work, have a hose bib 

and be proposed in an accessible location to be able to reach all the trees 
with a hose, as the Community currently waters the trees in the park. 

 
 
13. 

 
Community comments and input received regarding the Proposed Playground 
Equipment include: 
 
 Concern that there will be a smaller number of swings than there is currently; 
 Concern that the Merry-Go-Round will be removed; and 
 Appreciation of the freestanding rope climber to address the current problem 

with teenagers climbing the existing play equipment. 
 

The Community was informed that due to the amount of available space the number 
of swings cannot be maintained.  The two (2) belt swing seats will be replaced with 
one (1) inclusive swing seat, which can still be used by any age group, so there will 
be one (1) less swing than there currently is.   
 
The Community was informed that City Operations Staff confirmed that the Merry-
Go-Round can remain in the playground.  The Merry-Go-Round will not be removed. 
 

 
14. 

 
Other Community comments and input received include: 
 
 Appreciation of the range of age groups the new park playground design 

would accommodate; 
 Appreciation of the proposed future planting and outdoor exercise equipment 

locations; and 
 Community informed that there is a group of community members who use 

the park for Tai Chi in the mornings and that the new park design should 
continue to provide a space for this activity. 
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15. 

 
The Community expressed a preference of the basketball courts being replaced with 
another amenity, such as a skatepark.   
 
The Community was informed that this issue is outside the scope of this project and 
may be addressed with the park masterplan. 
 

 
16. 

 
The Community requested that some individual components on the existing play 
equipment be replaced with new components. 
 
The Community was informed that this item could be addressed through City 
Operations Staff. 
 

 
17. 

 
The Community requested that the existing drinking fountain be replaced with a new 
fountain. 
 
The Community was informed that this item is outside the scope of this project and 
could be addressed through City Operations Staff. 
 

 
18. 

 
The Community was informed that construction is schedule for Summer 2014 which 
would require that the project be put out to tender as soon as possible to receive 
good pricing before the Contractors’ workloads and schedules get filled up. 
 
The Community was informed that the presentation panels of the three (3) 
preliminary park playground design concepts will be on display in the community 
centre until Friday, February 14, 2014, and can also be found on the Councillor’s 
website.   
 
The Community was invited to provide any further comments, input, and feedback to 
the Councillor by Friday, February 14, 2014. 

 
 
19. 

 
Harrington McAvan Ltd. shall refine the park playground design based on input and 
comments received from the Community and prepare the tender drawings and 
documents as soon as the final design is approved. 
 

 
Distribution:  Alex Mut  City of Toronto 
   Nicholas Gallant City of Toronto (Councillor’s Office) 
    
Prepared by:  April Szeto, February 10, 2014 


