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We are fortunate to live in an active and lively 
neighbourhood; and this summer, it is as busy as 
ever! 

Throughout the upcoming summer months, 
I am very excited about the many improvements, 
upgrades and benefits coming to our neighbour-
hood; such as the Carlton and Susan Tibaldi park 
upgrades, nearing the construction phase of West 
Queen West’s brand new Lisgar Park and the safety 
improvements at numerous intersections – includ-
ing new signal lights and cross-walks.

Our streets are the venues that showcase our 
community diversity and vibrancy; even more so 
this summer during the numerous street festival 
including Big on Bloor, the Dundas West and Little 
Portugal Street festival, and the Portugal Day pa-
rade along Dundas Street.

In addition to celebrations on our streets, our 
streets themselves are being celebrated as we con-
tinue to move forward with numerous streetscap-
ing opportunities, including Bloor Street and Duf-
ferin Street– key corridors for our community. Like 
the streetscaping of Dundas Street, where road re-
placement, new sidewalks, additional trees, bench-
es and greenspace have made a dramatic improve-
ment for pedestrians and businesses, I will also be 

working closely with residents and businesses to 
have these positive changes brought to these up-
coming road reconstructions.

As you are aware Dufferin Street has been con-
sistently rated among the worst roads in Toronto. In 
response, I moved up the resurfacing of this street 
by over 13 months to ensure this work will be com-
pleted as soon as possible. Dufferin Street will now 
be resurfaced this summer, beginning in June.

Also among the projects already underway, is 
the 2nd phase of the West Toronto Railpath south 
of Queen Street and the expansion of the Perth-
Dupont library. I am very pleased to have already 
secured over $1 million in funding for the library 
project and, in close cooperation with community  
members, I will continue to move this initiative for-
ward. 

I am also proud of my role in securing afford-
able space for artists in our community. As part of a 
negotiation with the developer at 2-6 Lisgar Street, 
35,000 sq/ft is being provided for The Toronto Me-
dia Arts Cluster.

As the local councillor, I made it my central fo-
cus to ensure that residents are engaged, involved, 
and informed about the many city issues that af-
fect them. I have worked hard to ensure that resi-

dents are responded to and their issues are resolved 
quickly. In two years, I have held nearly 100 public 
meetings on issues ranging from casinos to plan-
ning applications to park design studies. I have held 
annual events, such as my Easter egg hunt, skating 
party, environment day and public BBQ to raise 
money for community projects, as well as main-
taining weekly community office hours.

Thank you again to all the residents who have 
contacted my office and participated in my many 
meetings and events. I look forward to continuing 
to work hard on your behalf and with your support 
to make our community a wonderful place to live, 
work and play.

Ana

Your City Councillor for Ward 18 Spring/Summer Update 2013

Toronto City Hall
100 Queen Street West, Suite C42
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2
Phone: 416-392-7012
Fax: 416-392-7957
Email:  councillor_bailao@toronto.ca

Community Office Hours
Saturdays 10am-12pm
Dufferin Mall, Next to visitor information, near 
Walmart

I also invite you to visit my website: 
www.anabailao.ca

Contact Information

Your voice for a compassionate, caring and responsible City Hall
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by visiting my website. 

Dear Neighbours,

All residents are invited to the Ward 18 Community BBQ. Please join me and members of the 
community for food, entertainment and games for all ages as we fundraise to support the family 
and friends of Jenna Morrison in their effort to build Canada’s first publicly accessible reflexology 
footpath as a memorial to Jenna and for the enjoyment of all Torontonians.

1pm, Saturday, 
June 22nd 2013

Dufferin Grove Park

Ward 18 
Community BBQ 
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Council and Community Features

Social Procurement Policy
Central to building a better city is build-

ing greater employment opportunities. Jobs 
strengthen our economies, our collective qual-
ity of life and our communities. Especially alarm-
ing, is that young people in Toronto are among 
the highest demographics of unemployment in 
Canada. As a public representative, I believe it is 
critical to reverse this trend and foster greater 
employment opportunities for our city and for 
our young people.

Each year, the City of Toronto spends on av-
erage $1.5 billion procuring goods and services, 
professional services and construction services.  
Across nearly 20,000 purchase orders annually, the 
City commits to delivering City services at the best 
possible value through open, fair, competitive and 
transparent procurement processes.

As a City Councillor, I recognize that our city’s 
procurement practices are an important way of 
sending a message of what our City stands for. 
In this spirit, I am committed to exploring ways 
to use this significant collective buying power 
to maximize the City’s economic, workforce 
and social development goals when determin-
ing best value for public funds. Among the 
most effective ways to achieve this is through 
social procurement policies, which encourage 
the use of the procurement process for goods 
and services that advance positive economic, 
workforce, and social development outcomes. I 
therefore worked on an initiative at City Council 
to create a Working Group of city departments 
to explore the possibilities of a comprehensive 
procurement policy in the City of Toronto that 
also achieves our social goals of increasing em-

ployment opportunities and skills training for 
Torontonians.

Socially responsible public procurement ex-
tends beyond conventional job creation and em-
ployment opportunities for disadvantaged groups 
and has far deeper impact by promoting “decent 
work” including fair wages, promoting compliance 
with social and labour rights, and supporting so-
cial inclusion.

I am pleased to see this work already under-
way as the City begins partnerships and numerous 
pilot projects around Toronto. Among them is the 
Hammerheads program which provides job train-
ing and opportunities to youth from Toronto’s 13 
under-served neighbourhoods. This program, led 

by Central Ontario Building Trades, draws on the 
resources and expertise of the private sector by 
offering construction jobs and skills training for 
youth on projects such as Festival Hall and the To-
ronto Reference Library.

In this way, Toronto can follow in the footsteps 
of other large Canadian cities and use public pro-
curement as a tool for addressing unemployment 
by increasing labour force participation of the 
long-term unemployed. I look forward to work-
ing closely with this policy as it is developed and 
will ensure that Toronto retains a competitive and 
socially responsible procurement policy, which 
keeps the best interests of Torontonians at its 
heart.

One year ago, the Province of Ontario asked City 
Council to decide if we want a casino in two possible 
Toronto locations - zone C1 (downtown core) and 
zone C2 (expansion of Woodbine). 

From the outset of this conversation, I have rec-
ognized that a casino will not be a silver bullet to 
our city’s problems, nor will it be the end of our city. 
Rather, it is a complex issue that involves city build-
ing, transit planning, infrastructure upgrades, and 
creating a downtown that is vibrant, healthy, and at-
tractive.

Recently the issue of a downtown casino was 
brought forward to City Council. Having reviewed all 
available information in advance, and in close con-
sultation with residents, I can confirm that I did not 
and do not support a casino in downtown Toronto.

Throughout this conversation, I have sought to 
create a strong dialogue with my community and 
made a strong commitment to look at the facts in-
volved. As I have heard from residents, the casino 
proposal involves many risks, including negative 
social impacts, increased traffic, and small business 
pressures. There are also the positive opportunities 
of job creation, world-class theatres, and interna-
tionally-competitive convention space. As respon-
sible civic planners, we owe the public a better an-
swer than “yes” or “no”; residents deserve to know 
whether their concerns can be addressed and how.

 Through surveys, weekly office meetings, phone 
calls and emails, I have kept a close connection with 
residents and heard their concerns. I also hosted a 

community townhall in November, 2012, on the is-
sue of a casino in downtown Toronto. Repeatedly, 
residents have expressed concerns regarding park-
ing, transit, small business vitality, and negative so-
cial impacts potentially arising from a nearby casino 
resort. Since this time I have been very diligent in 
reviewing information on how the casino proposal 
would impact these issues.

Both publically and in the media, I have been 
very clear with my position leading up to this deci-
sion. As a resident, I share the concerns of those who 
have contacted my office; as a representative, I have 
asked to see the City Manager’s final report on the 
casino proposal. In good conscience, I felt it would 
be inappropriate to make a decision in advance of 
the information requested by Council. 

On April 5th, 2013, this report was released. I 
have reviewed this document carefully, asked ques-
tions of city staff and community groups involved in 
the casino discussion, and feel confident that my de-
cision reflects the most accurate information avail-
able and the interests of Ward 18 residents. 

Despite sincere attempts to predict the impact 
of a downtown casino on Toronto residents, I did not 
feel that the social impacts could be adequately as-
sessed. I am also concerned by the lack of a advan-
tageous deal with the Province and OLG regarding 
revenue and hosting fees in advance of the Execu-
tive Committee meeting on this issue.

Ultimately, the risks are simply too great. A 
downtown casino risks the rich fabric of our down-

town’s residential, entertainment and business dis-
tricts, which has taken decades to build. Downtown 
real estate is also too valuable and rare a commodity 
to risk on a casino and the traffic and transit require-
ments necessary to deal with the additional conges-
tion will have incredible maintenance costs to our 
city. 

The casino resort proposal is of such massive 
size and scale that the mitigation of these negative 
impacts must be equally as massive. Alone, these 
risks can be surmounted, but taken together, I am 
unconvinced that the additional infrastructure costs 
and continual maintenance needs would be covered 
by the generation of casino-related revenue. 

Fundamentally, I am not prepared to gamble 
the things that make our City great in pursuit of 
what could make it better; especially when these 
improvements – additional conventions spaces, 
theatres, restaurants and artistic venues – could be 
achieved by other means. I look forward to exploring 
how our City can grow interesting and competitive 
advantages through other opportunities and with 
lower risk. 

Thank you first and foremost to the many resi-
dents who have contacted my office, spoken to me 
over the phone, or visited me during my weekly of-
fice hours. Community consultation is extremely 
important to me and I deeply appreciate the many 
points of view that have been shared with me in the 
past months. I will continue to use my vote on Coun-
cil to be the voice of Ward 18 residents. 

Casino Decision

The Hammerheads Skills Trainning Program 
provides at risk youth with the skils and experience 

they need to succed in the workforce



Committed to our Community Page 3 www.anabailao.ca

Delivering Results in Affordable Housing

Metrolinx Big Move Funding Options

I have always seen my role as a City Councillor as one that empowers 
community groups and residents to have their success realized. This is about 
giving residents the tools they need to enrich and contribute to their com-
munities. This is my vision for creating a strong economy, through a strong 
community.

In this spirit, I convened a group of Private-Sector experts to discuss 
ways of creating affordable housing in Toronto without government fund-
ing. This roundtable submitted a report that was approved by Council, and 
which would create nearly 8,000 affordable homes and create over 13,000 
well-paying construction jobs in the process. These are the kinds of innova-
tive ideas that keep our social and economic services strong.

In part due to the success of the Private Sector Roundtable, I was also 
given Council support to lead the Special Housing Working Group designed 
to more closely examine Toronto Community Housing’s scattered housing. 
This working group was created to find innovative solutions and new part-
nerships to address the repair backlog and provide recommendations to 
Council. As a goal, the working group set out to raise $120 million over the 
next two years for housing repairs.

I am thrilled to report that at the recent meeting of Council, the 
implemented recommendations have already exceeded $120 million in 
only the first 6 months! This is strong evidence of how powerful the rela-
tionship between private and public institutions, and of how Toronto busi-
nesses can work with City Hall to improve our City for the benefit of all.

Transit affects every aspect of our City. It affects 
how we live in our city, how we work in our city and 
how we play in our city. Transit also has an enor-
mous impact on our city’s economy, with the Board 
of Trade estimating that congestion in Toronto costs 
our City over $6 billion annually. I have continually 
stated that among the biggest issues facing Toronto 
is our need to expand transit and as a City Councillor 
I am deeply dedicated to addressing this.

Recently, a report came to Executive Commit-
tee concerning transportation growth funding 
and the means through which to pay for transit 
expansion in Toronto. While it will be the Provin-
cial Government that ultimately implements the 
revenue tools required to finance this expansion, 
I strongly believe that the City of Toronto must be 
a voice at the table on behalf of Toronto residents.

For this reason, I supported a motion to have this 
issue discussed at Council. This discussion was an 
important opportunity to engage the province in a 
dialogue on transit and communicate what options 
work best for Toronto residents.

During this Council discussion, 15 revenue tools 
were considered as a means to fund transit expan-
sion in Toronto. While no single revenue tool was 
selected by a majority of Councillors, Council sent 
a strong message of what transit-dedicated taxes 
were not in the interests of Toronto residents.

•	 Council advised Metrolinx that they did not sup-
port a congestion levy, an employer payroll tax, a 
land transfer tax, a land value capture, a personal 
income tax, a property tax, a transit fare increase, 
a utility bill levy, a fuel tax, or  a parking levy.

•	 Among those revenue tools left on the table for 
the province to consider are a sales tax and devel-
opment charges.

I also felt it was very important that Ontario’s 
largest City be represented at the table during this 
discussion between Metrolinx and the Provincial 
Government. For this reason I supported a success-
ful motion at Council to ensure the City Manager is 
present during these discussions to represent our 
City’s interests.

I will continue to support a long-term vision 
for transit in Toronto and make the difficult deci-
sions necessary to achieve the dedicated funding 
needed to begin benefiting Torontonians as soon 
as possible. 

As Chair of the Affordable Housing Committee one of my greatest 
pleasures is to participate in opening many new affordable housing 

projects. Beginning this summer I will lead the City of Toronto and 
Toronto Community Housing in our Closing the Gap campaign. 

We are calling on the Federal and Provincial Governments to provide 
long-term funding for social housing and social housing repairs.

Jenna Morrison Memorial Footpath
Two years ago, a great tragedy took place in our community when Jenna 

Morrison – a pregnant mother, wife, cyclist and Ward 18 community member - 
was killed near the intersection of Dundas and Sterling. That day, our commu-
nity’s grief was felt deeply and was forever committed to our memory.

As we heal and move forward to address the issues that led to this tragedy 
– including upgrades to the intersection and support for the “mandatory truck 
sideguards” campaign – I am committed to joining with community members 
to help celebrate the life of Jenna Morrison. Recognizing her own dedication to 
healing and wellness in our neighbourhood, we are working to bring a lasting 
piece of infrastructure to a local park, which will provide ongoing health ben-
efits and be open to all Torontonians.

 With this goal in mind, I am pleased to support Jenna’s family and friends 
through their quest to build Canada’s first-ever reflexology footpath in Duffer-
in Grove Park. Having already garnered the support of the Friends of Dufferin 
Grove Park, the City’s Parks, Forestry and Recreation Division, and my office, 
we are also seeking broader community support and involvement to raise the 
$120,000 that will be necessary to make this project a reality.

On April 11th, 2013 at the Common Café on Bloor Street, I committed 
$15,000 worth of Section 37 money to fund the project as we publicly unveiled 
plans and launched the family’s fundraising campaign. Participants at this event 
reviewed large-format concept plans, learned more about the inspiration and 
vision for this project, and tested reflexology materials. We celebrated Jenna 
Morrison’s life by bringing the community together and working together to 
build this unique community amenity.

Donations to the project can be made through the family online at the 
Toronto Parks and Trees Foundation website: www.tiny.cc/jkmfootpath. All 
donations over $10.00 are eligible for a charitable tax receipt. More information 
can also be found in the Facebook group “Jenna Morrison memorial footpath 
project.”
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48 Havelock

This development which dates back to 2003 
originally received approval for 45 stacked town-
houses in a single U-shaped building by the On-
tario Municipal Board.  

In the past couple of years, the developer has 
been working with City Planning, the community 
and my office to produce a plan that will better fit 
with the neighbourhood.  In the past year, I have 
held 2 community meetings to gather information 
from the community and several additional meet-
ings with the Bloor-Dufferin Residents Committee 
who were a party at the OMB hearing.  

After hearing from the community, the appli-
cant has revised their plans to include 20, 3-bed-

room townhouse units and 24 underground park-
ing spots as well as 2 visitor parking spots located 
in 3 buildings with open landscaped areas between 
them.  The driveway leading to the underground 
will be located on the southern part of the site, 
on Havelock Street. The revised changes will need 
Committee of Adjustment approval for zoning 
compliance and for the project to move forward. 
The Committee of Adjustment hearing will take 
place on July 3rd, 2013 and neighbours residing 
120m from the site will receive a hearing notice.

1544 Dundas Street West

The developers for this site applied to construct 
a mixed-use 8 storey midrise building containing a 
total gross floor area of 6,872 square metres, with 
546  square metres of commercial space and 6,266 
square metres of residential gross floor area.  The 
application included 95 units including 6 studios, 
45 one-bedrooms, 21 one-bedrooms plus den, and 
21 two-bedroom and 2 two-bedroom plus den 
units with parking located below grade with access 
from Sheridan Avenue and Awde Street to the rear 
of the building.  The application included 61 park-
ing spaces 6 visitor parking spaces included in the 2 
levels of parking. The developer has stated that this 
building will be a rental building.

I held a pre-application consultation meet-
ing on April 2, 2012 where residents were invited 
to provide their feedback on the project.  After 
the official application was made, a follow up 
meeting was held by City Planning on October 
18th, 2012.  At each of these meetings the com-
munity’s comments, suggestions, concerns and 
questions were heard – particularly with regard 
to traffic impacts. For this reason, I put forward a 
motion at Community Council requesting Trans-
portation Services to place a restriction for on-
street parking on future residents of the build-
ing.  The proposal was approved at Community 
Council on May 14th, 2013.

138 St. Helen’s Avenue

The proposal for this development is to con-
struct a 9 storey building containing 9,700 square 
metres of residential space (which will include 90 
residential units) and 1,800 square metres of em-
ployment space. The employment units will be 
housed in a 4 storey section of the building that 
fronts onto the rail corridor. The 9 -storey residen-

tial tower will be set back 45 metres from St. Helen’s 
Ave. and a 4-storey portion of the building will front 
St. Helen’s to complement the existing houses. A 
total of 94 parking spots and 105 bicycle parking 
spots are proposed. 

I held a pre-application meeting on November 
9th, 2011 where area residents were able to pro-
vide their feedback regarding the project and on 
October 1st, 2011 a community consultation meet-
ing was held by City Planning.  At both meetings, 
a major point of concern was the current traffic 
problems on St. Helen’s Avenue.  For this reason, I 
asked concerned resident to form a group to dis-
cuss the current traffic issues and the future impact 
that this development would have on St. Helen’s 
and Whytock Avenue.  City Staff and I met with this 
group to discuss the possible relocation of the pro-
posed driveway to different locations.  Ultimately, 
it was decided that the driveway would remain in 
the same location and that Whytock Avenue will be 
made a one-way street until the laneway, and turn 
into a two way street thereafter.  This application 
is anticipated to go to Community Council in Sep-
tember, 2013.

1093 Queen Street

 On August 1, 2007 Baywood Homes submit-
ted an application to amend Zoning By-law for 
1093 Queen Street West for a nine-storey mixed 
use building.   The application was appealed to the 
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB). On March 27, 2009, 
the Ontario Municipal Board adjourned the hearing 
related to this site at the request of the applicant, 
and agreed that the matters could be brought back 
to the OMB at the request of either party.

On June 14th, 2012, after meeting with the new 
owners, The Pemberton Group, I held a community 
consultation meeting to show the community the 
updated plans which were generally accepted by 
the community and on June 19, 2012, the appli-
cant submitted revised drawings to the City.  The 
proposal is for a nine-storey, 88-unit mixed-use 
building located on the southwest corner of Queen 
Street West and Dovercourt Road with 102 parking 
spaces. The building podium is 4 storeys along Do-
vercourt Road, to reflect the scale of the Great Hall 
on the east side of Dovercourt Road and 2 storeys 
along Queen Street West to reflect the scale of the 
Carnegie Library immediately to the west of the 
site. Non-residential uses will occupy the ground 
and second floors of the building. The lobby for the 
88 unit residential portion of the building is located 
off Dovercourt Road, allowing for active uses to oc-
cupy the entire Queen Street frontage.  

On January 22nd, 2013 a Directions Report rec-
ommending that the City work with the developer 
at the OMB was approved.  At City Council’s Febru-
ary meeting, City Council authorized staff to attend 
the OMB to oppose the application.

Planning and Development
Planning Update

Mixed-Use 
Area study

City Planning was requested by Commu-
nity Council on April 21, 2011 to conduct an 
Area Specific Official Plan Review for the area 
bounded by Dufferin St., Peel Ave., Northcote 
Ave. and Queen St. West. Staff were asked to re-
view the existing context to identify the appro-
priate built form for the area, while consulting 
with the community.

On January 22, 2013 the Official Plan 
Amendment was approved by Community 
Council.  Since there have been no appeals 
on its approval, the Mixed Use Study is now in 
force.  More detailed information on the study 
can be found at: http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/
viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2013.TE21.10
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New City-wide Zoning Bylaw Approved

Employment Lands Subjected to 
Municipal Comprehensive Review

Toronto’s Official Plan is the City’s main 
policy vision to manage and direct physi-
cal change.  Development applications are 
evaluated against the policies and criteria 
of the Official Plan and all by-laws must re-
flect the intent of this Plan.  On the other 
hand, zoning by-laws put the Official Plan 
into action on a “site-specific” basis and 
regulate the use of land and the construc-
tion of buildings, as well as defining what 
can be built on a property, (ie: permit-
ted uses of the site density, development 
building heights and setbacks, parking and 
open space requirements)

At its April 2013 meeting, Council au-
thorized the enactment of a harmonized 
zoning bylaw that compiles the land-use 
regulations for all of Toronto. It is a replace-
ment of the heavily criticized city-wide 

zoning By-law that was enacted in 2010, 
which was the subject of hundreds of ap-
peals to the Ontario Municipal Board and 
which was subsequently repealed by the 
current City Council.   The new zoning by-
law addressed many of the criticisms as-
sociated with the previous version and 
as a result City Coucil inacted the new 
zoning bylaw at it’s meeting on May 9th, 
2013.

The most significant changes incor-
porated in this new draft involve treat-
ment of ‘pipeline’ development applica-
tions, recognition of minor variance and 
site specific amendments and treatment 
of existing buildings. A new ‘transition 
clause’ will allow Toronto Building to pro-
cess any existing application requiring 
zoning clearance under the current zon-

ing rules. This applies for a period of 3 
years. The new by-law will be applied on 
a go forward basis.

Some notable changes resulting from 
supported motions at Council include:
•	 Staff to work on a process to establish 

pilot projects involving new Residential 
Apartment Commercial zoning catego-
ry in specified communities

•	 Through zoning practices, Council has 
affirmed its commitment to religious 
freedom in Toronto

•	 Ensured a 300m separation distance 
from new crematoriums and residential 
neighbourhoods

To view the new City-wide Zoning By-
Law and more information including maps 
and community consultation, please visit: 
http://www.toronto.ca/zoning/

Ontario’s Planning Act requires the City to re-
view all of its Official Plan policies, including the des-
ignation of lands as areas of employment and the 
removal of land from areas of employment, every 
five years. This statutory review is now underway as 
directed by The Planning and Growth Management 
Committee at its meeting on May 30, 2011.  In Ward 
18 there were several properties whose owners re-
quested consideration for redesignation. In Plan-
ning and Growth Management’s November 2012 
meeting, the Municipal Comprehensive Review’s 
preliminary list of recommendations was released.  
Of the properties requesting redesignation in Ward 
18, 362 Wallace Avenue and 11 Peel Avenue were 
selected to be redesignated to allow Mixed Use in 
the Municipal Comprehensive Review’s Preliminary 
Assessment.  

The owner of 362 Wallace is proposing to build 
174 new residential dwelling units as stacked town-
houses and 25 two-storey light industrial units to be 
located adjacent to the West Toronto Railpath.  In-
cluded in this proposal is a 2 storey community cen-
tre fronting onto Ruskin Ave. All 270 parking spaces 
to serve the units will be located below grade, acces-
sible from Wallace Ave. 8 visitor parking spaces to be 
located at grade on public roadway with additional 
visitor parking provided below grade. The site will 
have road access from Wallace Avenue, the continu-
ation of Macaulay Avenue through a new road and 
connection to Ruskin Avenue.  

The application for 11 Peel proposes to build 
404 residential units (31,446 square metres), 3,392 
square metres of retail space, and 735 square me-
tres of non-residential space in buildings ranging 
in height from 4 to 20 storeys. Three hundred and 
ten parking spaces are proposed to be located un-
derground. The portion of the site fronting Dufferin 
Street is slated to become a public park.  

The Preliminary Assessment recommended that 
the sites including 299 Campbell and 440 Dufferin 
Street not be released from the Employment Lands 
designation.  At the Planning and Growth Manage-
ment Meeting, I supported a motion to include 
these sites in a group of properties requiring further 
review.

The application for 299 Campbell Avenue pro-
poses to build a mixed-use commercial and residen-
tial building with a podium height of 6 storeys along 
Dupont Street and Campbell Avenue stepping up 
and back to 8 storeys and further up and back to 18 
storeys in the eastern portion of the site.  The pro-
posed redevelopment would have a mix of unit siz-
es, two levels of retail/commercial and office space 
along Dupont Street and Campbell Avenue, Live/
work units along Campbell Avenue and three levels 
of underground parking.   The owners have been in 
contact with community stakeholders to gather fur-
ther feedback on the project and continue to work 
with City Planning on the application.

The proposal for 440 Dufferin Street is to con-
struct 3 buildings ranging in height from 8 to 24 
storeys with a 4- storey podium.  The ground and 
second floors, a total of 5,385 square metres, would 
be non-residential gross floor area, and proposed 
above are 399 residential units with a total gross 
floor area of 32,253 square metres. Three hundred 
and forty parking spaces are proposed to be located 
below grade with access from a new private drive-
way running along the west side of the site.  Includ-
ing employment uses in a portion of the develop-
ment is currently being discussed.

The Municipal Comprehensive Review has un-
dergone Community Consultation in the past six 
months and a Final Report on the matter will be 
heard at Planning and Growth Management Com-
mittee’s meeting in November, 2013.
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As you may have noticed, the section of Duf-
ferin Street, between Dundas Street West and 
Peel Avenue, is in desperate need of resurfac-
ing.  This section of Dufferin Street is littered 
with pot-holes, as well as sinking and uneven 
asphalt, which is hazardous for motorists, pe-
destrians and cyclists.  

Due to these conditions, Dufferin Street has 
been repeatedly voted among the worse roads 
in Ontario by the Canadian Automobile Associa-
tion (CAA).  

For this reason, and the urgent need to have 
this roadway resurfaced, I advocated for City 
staff to push forward the originally planned 
resurfacing date of 2014, to 2013 instead.  
Work is scheduled to start in early June, with 
an estimated completion date in late autumn.  
Residents should have already received a no-

tice from the City of Toronto, which advised of 
this upcoming project.  A follow up notice will 
be sent to all those affected by the construction 
within 2 weeks of the construction initiation 
date. As always, please contact my office if you 
would like any additional information.

The scope of this project will include a com-
plete reconstruction of Dufferin Street, between 
Dundas Street West and Peel Avenue.  This 
means complete sidewalk rebuilding, roadway 
resurfacing, water main replacement from Dun-
das Street West to Peel Avenue, and sewer re-
placement from Dundas Street West to south of 
Gordon Avenue.

In light of the roadway and sidewalk recon-
struction on Dufferin Street, I met with City staff 
and members of the Ward 18 Cycle Toronto Group 
to discuss ways in which to improve safety for cy-
clists in the area, as well as bicycle parking.  

I am pleased to report that City staff are cur-
rently reviewing the possibility of installing bike 
sharrows on both sides of Dufferin Street that 
will connect to the highly used sharrows/bike 
lanes on College Street.  In addition, staff are 
also looking at the possibility of making it safer 
for cyclists wishing to cross from the east side 
of Dufferin Street, to the west side of Dufferin 
Street, at Alma Avenue.  Finally, a list of pro-
posed bike ring locations along Dufferin Street 
has been forwarded to City staff for installation.  

For updates on the cycling infrastructure 
improvements on Dufferin Street, please visit 
my website for regular updates: (website)

You have my full commitment that I will con-
tinue to monitor this project to ensure that it is 
properly coordinated and efficiently executed.  I 
invite you to check my website for regular week-
ly updates once work begins on Dufferin Street:  
http://www.anabailao.ca/road-construction-
updates/

Streets and Infrastructure
Bloor Resurfacing and Sidewalk Reconstruction

Walk Here: 
Bloordale 
Garden

Dufferin Reconstruction

This summer, Bloor Street West will be resur-
faced from Bathurst Street to Lansdowne Avenue.  
Construction is scheduled to start in July, with an 
expected completion date of late fall, 2013.  The 
majority of sidewalks along Bloor Street West will 
be reconstructed, and many new upgrades and 
improvements will be made to the streetscape as 
part of this project.  

Working with my office, both the Bloorcourt 
and Bloordale Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) 
have been working around the clock in prepara-
tion for this unique opportunity that will allow 
them to enhance Bloor Street, and make this 
neighbourhood even more vibrant.

Once this work is completed, local area busi-
nesses and residents will be able to enjoy the 
convenience of additional street furniture such as 
benches, message boards and waste receptacles.  

Due to the high demand for bike parking in 
the area, I have pushed to install additional bike 
rings as well.  City staff have also confirmed that all 
current bike rings will be reinstalled immediately 
after sidewalks on Bloor Street West are recon-
structed.  

In addition, local area residents, businesses 
and customers will be able to enjoy a greener 
and more inviting streetscape that will host 
public art, public gardens and improved acces-
sibility.  Finally, 160 trees will be planted within 
a series of state-of-the-art underground tree 
trenches.  This detail will ensure increased tree 
size and longevity, which will provide Bloor 
Street West with a denser and greener tree 
canopy.

In an attempt to minimize the amount of 
disruption on local area businesses and resi-
dents, I will continue to work hard and make 
sure that this project is properly coordinated.  
To date, my office has held, and will continue to 
hold, meetings on a monthly basis with all City 
Departments involved in the project and other 
stakeholders such as the BIAs.  This has been 
done in order to ensure that this project is de-
livered in a timely manner, and that all possible 
preparatory work is done ahead of time to mini-
mize disruption.  

Once the construction starts, I will be meet-
ing with the project coordinator and contractor 

on a bi-weekly basis in order to address any area 
resident/business concerns associated with the 
project.  

I invite you to check my website for regular 
weekly updates as well as more detailed information 
on the local BIAs streetscape improvements once the 
shovels hit the ground: 
www.anabailao.ca/road-construction-updates/

Contributed by Dyan Marie

Hundreds of flower drawings have 
been collected in the Bloordale com-
munity that each mark a private and 
important memory when a flower was 
either given or received. One hundred 
of these flowers are being recreated in 
stainless steel and inlayed into the Bloor 
Street sidewalk this summer to create a 
street-art community garden.  The gar-
den is offered as a destination for a walk, 
or an opportunity to make an acciden-
tal discovery. The site is embedded with 
emblems of 100 local memories that, 
together, create a shared space and en-
hanced Bloor Street walking experience.

Bloordale Garden was developed 
from flower drawings created at work-
shops with: youth at Bloor Collegiate, 
seniors at New Horizons, residents from 
Savards Womans Shelter, Bloordale 

BIA small business owners and their 
families, BIG: Bloor Improvement Group 
community members, participants at 
the BIG On Bloor Festival, with Toronto 
Botanical Gardens and others. The proj-
ect is an initiative by artist Dyan Marie 
with BIG: Bloor Improvement Group, The 
Bloordale BIA, the Bloordale community, 
Councillor Ana Bailão and the City Of To-
ronto. 
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Transportation Issues
Junction Triangle Traffic Management Plan

During the fall of 2011, I began a process to create 
a committee of residents to address local traffic issues 
including congestion, traffic volume, speed levels and 
car and bicycle parking in the area near Dupont and 
Lansdowne Street. This group, the Junction Triangle 
Traffic Management Committee, was created in order 
to look at these issues in light of new development, 
which is slated to bring new residents to this dynamic 
part of Ward 18.

 After a year of meetings with Committee mem-
bers and City staff, a public meeting was held on the 
evening of Thursday, February 28th, to present the 
Committee’s traffic management plan.  The traffic plan 
presented an intricate network of one-way streets, 
similar to what can be found in other parts of Ward 18 
and the Annex, as a means to prevent non-local traf-
fic from cutting through the Junction Triangle neigh-
bourhood.  Likewise, the plan also recommended a 
series of rush hour turn prohibitions at various points 
on both Bloor Street West and Dupont Street.   

 With regard to resident concerns over speeding, 
traffic humps were recommended for installation on 
specific streets, including speed bumps on certain 
laneways.  Additionally, the traffic plan called for a 
reduction in speed limits on particular streets, and 
“All-Way” stop controls were requested at various in-
tersections of the neighbourhood. 

The traffic plan also recommended additional car 
and bike parking, as well as a school pick-up and drop-
off zone for St. Luigi’s Catholic School.  In an attempt 
to deal with sightline obstructions caused by vehicles 
parking too close to intersections, the plan suggested 
the installation of signage to rectify these issues.  

At the February 28th public meeting, which was 
attended by over 40 people, residents were gener-
ally in support of the Junction Triangle Traffic Man-
agement Committee traffic plan.  Since the public 
meeting, my office has received feedback from area 
residents over the traffic plan, as it was presented on 
February 28.  This feedback has been brought to the 

attention of the Committee and has been taken into 
consideration.  

In light of area resident input, the decided to 
make some changes to its traffic plan.  The only 
street to see a one-way designation will be Ed-
win Avenue, between Ruskin Avenue and Dupont 
Street.  As for speed humps, Edith Avenue, Hugo 
Avenue and Edwin Avenue alone have been select-
ed as candidates for such traffic calming devices.  In 
order to determine area resident support for this 
plan, the City Clerk’s office will conduct an official 
poll of these streets.  This poll is scheduled to be 
mailed out in the fall.  

I look forward to keeping you informed as this 
process continues and I will continue to work closely 
with neighbourhood residents to find positive solu-
tions to the traffic concerns in this area.

You can view a copy of the Junction Triangle Traf-
fic Management Committee’s traffic plan on my web-
site: http://www.anabailao.com/news/

Traffic Control 
Signal approved 
for Dovercourt 
Road at Shanly St.

30km/h speed 
limit installed on 
Shanly Street

Rescinding of 
partial one-way 
operation on 
Northumberland 
Street being 
considered

Stepped sidewalk 
on Bloor Street 
West, opposite 
Havelock Street 
slated for removal 
in 2013

Speed bumps 
approved for 
Dragon Alley 
Lane

Pedestrian safety 
improvements 
approved for 
Macklem Avenue 
and Parr Street

Rescinding of 
Alternate Side 
Parking regulation 
being considered 
on Mackenzie 
Crescent

All-way stop 
control installed on 
Dovercourt Road at 
Argyle Street

3-way stop control 
installed on 
Dovercourt Road 
at Sudbury Street

Bloor Street West 
being resurfaced 
from Lansdowne 
Avenue to Bathurst 
Street

Traffic Control 
Signal on Dundas 
St. West at Sterling 
Road slated for 
installation in 
August 2013

Overhead flashing 
beacon being 
considered for 
Sheridan Avenue 
at Frankish Avenue

3-way stop control being 
considered for Sheridan 
Avenue at Bank Street

Speed humps being 
considered for Florence 
Street

Dufferin Street being 
reconstructed from Peel 
Avenue to Dundas Street 
West

Accessible loading zone 
installed at 
150 Sudbury Street

Junction Triangle 
Traffic Management 
area

Alternate Thursday 
Parking rescinded on 
Campbell Avenue, 
between Paton Road 
and Wallace Avenue

Environmental 
Assessment on 
Dupont St.

Pay and Display 
parking spaces 
added on Bloor St. 
West

30km/h speed 
limit installed on 
Atkins Avenue
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Portuguese
Decisão contra um Casino na Baixa de Toronto

Programas Camarários para Portadores de Deficiência e Idosos com Baixo Rendimento

Bloor Street West – Repavimentação

Há um ano o Governo Provincial do Ontário, pediu 
á Assembleia Municipal de Toronto para deliberar so-
bre a construção de um casino em duas localizações 
possíveis na área metropolitana – zona C1 (baixa da ci-
dade) e zona C2 (expansão do Woodbine).

Em resultado destas conversações, cheguei à con-
clusão que um casino não vem solucionar os prob-
lemas da cidade, mas também não significa o fim dela. 
Este, é acima de tudo, um assunto complexo que im-
plica construção urbana, planeamento de transportes, 
melhoramentos de infraestruturas, e a vontade de criar 
uma baixa vibrante, saudável e atractiva.

Foi por isso que procurei criar uma linha aberta 
de diálogo com os residentes que represento, e com-
prometi-me a analisar todos os factos relacionados 
com este assunto. Após uma revisão da informação 
disponível, e uma consulta directa com os moradores, 
posso confirmar que não apoio a construção de um ca-
sino na baixa de Toronto.

O que ouvi por parte dos constituintes, é que tal 
obra engloba muitos riscos, incluindo um impacto so-
cial negativo, um aumento no fluxo de trânsito, e uma 
enorme pressão sobre os pequenos comerciantes. Há 
também o aspecto positivo da criação de emprego, 
de  espaços culturais de nível global, e de um centro 
de convenções internacionalmente competitivo. É da 
nossa responsabilidade cívica, dar  ao público uma re-
sposta que não se limite a um simples “sim” ou “não” 
; sendo que a população merece saber se e como as 
suas preocupações podem ser tidas em conta.

Através de sondagens, reuniões de gabinete se-
manais, telefonemas e emails, mantive uma ligação 
estreita com os moradores, ouvindo as suas preocupa-

ções. Organizei ainda uma reunião geral em Novembro 
de 2012, sobre a possível construção de um casino em 
Toronto. Repetidamente, os moradores expressaram 
receios quanto ao estacionamento, trânsito, vitalidade 
do pequeno comércio, e o impacto social negativo de 
uma obra desta envergadura na cidade. Desde então, 
fui diligente na análise da informação sobre o impcato 
da proposta nas questões levantadas.

Publicamente e através dos meios de comunica-
ção, fui muito clara sobre a minha tomada de posição 
até chegar a esta decisão. Como moradora desta ci-
dade, partilho das preocupações daqueles que contac-
taram o meu escritório; como representante, pedi aos 
Dirigentes Municipais um relatório final á proposta de 
um casino. Conscientemente, senti que não seria apro-
priado antecipar uma decisão, antes de receber a infor-
mação requesitada pela Assembleia.

A 5 de Abril de 2013, esse relatório foi publicado. 
Após analisar minuciosamente o documento, levantei 
questões junto de funcionários municipais e grupos 
comunitários envolvidos no debate, sentindo desta 
forma que a minha decisão reflecte a mais precisa in-
formação disponível e os interesses dos constituintes 
do bairro 18.

Apesar das tentativas para antever o impacto da 
construção de um casino na baixa de Toronto, não sen-
ti que tais mudanças sociais foram avaliadas de forma 
adequada. Preocupa-me ainda a falta de acordo pref-
erencial entre a Província e a OLG em relação à receita 
económica e custos de acolhimento da obra, antes da 
reunião do Comité Executivo sobre estas questões.

Em suma, os riscos são enormes. Um casino na 
baixa põe em causa o tecido residencial da zona, as 

áreas de entretenimento e comércio, que levaram anos 
a ser construídas. O mercado imobiliário da baixa é 
igualmente muito valioso e um bem que não deve ser 
colocado em risco para um casino. Igualmente, os acor-
dos de trânsito e de transportes necessários para lidar 
com o congestionamento adicional, teriam custos de 
manutenção avultados para a cidade.

A proposta para um complexo de casino, é de ta-
manha dimensão e escala, que a erradicação dos im-
pactos negativos teria de ser equivalente. Por si só, 
estes riscos podem ser dissipados, mas num conjunto, 
não acredito que a possível receita económica para a 
cidade, possa sobrepor os encargos contínuos de ma-
nutenção que os custos desta infraestrutura acarretar-
iam para Toronto.

Essencialmente, não estou preparada para colo-
car em jogo as ambições de querer tornar esta cidade 
ainda melhor; especialmente quanto estas melhorias 
– mais espaço para convenções, teatros, restaurantes 
e locais artísticos – podem ser alcançados por outros 
meios. Desejo explorar outras formas de crescimento 
para a cidade, que sejam vantajosas e competitivas, e 
que apresentem menos riscos.

Primeiro que tudo, quero agradecer aos moradores 
que contactaram o meu gabinete, que falaram comigo 
por telefone, ou pessoalmente durante as horas sema-
nais no estritório itinerante. A consulta comunitária é 
extremamente importante para mim, e estou profun-
damente grata pelos muitos pontos de vista que foram 
partilhados comigo nos últimos meses. Vou continuar 
a usar o meu voto na Assembleia para ser a voz dos 
residentes do bairro 18.

A cidade de Toronto vai oferecer novamente 
este ano, os programas de auxílio no fornecimento 
de água e de impostos prediais, a idosos e portado-
res de deficiência com baixo rendimento. O prazo 
para candidaturas é 3 de Setembro de 2013. 

Programa de Adiamento de aumentos 
nos impostos prediais

Este programa é uma oportunidade para solicitar um 
adiamento de aumento de impostos de propriedade.

É importante notar que a período total de adi-
amento, é um penhor sobre a sua propriedade, e 
deve ser pago novamente à cidade, quando deixar 

de ser dono da propriedade em causa.
Se já solicitou e recebeu um adiamento no ano 

passado, deve continuar a candidatar-se todos anos, 
mesmo quando os seus impostos tenham diminuído. 

Programa de Cancelamento do 
Aumento de impostos prediais

Este programa é uma oportunidade para se candidatar 
ao cancelamento do aumento de impostos de propriedade.

Se tiver solicitado e recebido um cance-
lamento no ano passado, deve continuar a 
candidatar-se todos anos, mesmo quando seus 
impostos tenham diminuído.

Programa de descontos no 
fornecimento de água 

Este programa oferece um desconto na conta 
da água, se o consumo de água for inferior a 400 
metros cúbicos (m³) em cada ano.

Deve apresentar a sua candidatura até 3 de 
Setembro de 2013. Após 31 de dezembro, a Câmara 
vai calcular o seu consumo anual de água.  Se cum-
prir todos os critérios de elegibilidade, um desconto 
será aplicado na sua conta da água no ano seguinte 
do ano da candidatura.

Este verão, a Bloor Street West irá ser repavimen-
tada desde a Bathurst Street até à Lansdowne Avenue. 
As obras terão início em Julho, sendo previsto que este-
jam concluídas no final do outono deste ano. A maioria 
dos passeios ao longo da Bloor Street West serão re-
construídos, e muitas outras melhorias de paisagística 
de rua estão contempladas neste projecto.

Em colaboração com o meu escritório, tanto a 
Bloorcourt como a Bloordale Business Improvement 
Areas (associações para o desenvolvimento comercial), 
estão a trabalhar em contra relógio para maximizar 
esta oportunidade única de melhorar a Bloor Street, e 
de tornar o bairro ainda mais vibrante.

Aquando da conclusão das obras, comerciantes e 
moradores da zona, poderão disfrutar da conveniên-
cia de novos bancos de rua, quadros de mensagens e 
contentores de lixo. Tendo em conta a enorme procura 

por lugares de estacionamento para bicicletas, estão 
também a ser envidados esforços para a colocação 
de gradeamentos circulares para estacionar bicicletas. 
Funcionários municipais confirmaram ainda que os 
actuais gradeamentos circulares para bicicletas, serão 
imediamente repostos quando estiver concluída a re-
construção dos passeios.

Para além disso, moradores, comerciantes e visitan-
tes, poderão disfrutar de uma paisagística de rua mais 
ecológica e convidativa, que inclui espaços dedicados 
à arte, jardins públicos e acessibilidade melhorada. Fi-
nalmente, serão plantadas 160 árvores com trincheiras 
subterrâneas modernas. Este pormenor vem assegurar o 
crescimento e a longevidade das árvores, dando à Bloor 
Street West uma moldura mais frondosa e mais verde.

Numa tentativa de minimizar o impacto causado 
pelas obras na vida dos moradores e comerciantes, vou 

continuar empenhada em assegurar uma boa coorde-
nação do projecto. Até á data, o meu gabinete já man-
teve, e vai continuar a manter, reuniões mensais com 
os departamentos camarários envolvidos no projecto, 
e com outras partes interessadas como é o caso das 
BIAs. Tal tem sido feito para garantir que as obras sejam 
efectuadas dentro dos tempos previstos, e que o trab-
alho preparatório seja feito antecipadamente de forma 
a minimizar transtornos. Quando as obras tiverem iní-
cio, irei reunir-me quinzenalmente com o coordenador 
do projecto e com o empreiteiro, para discutir quais-
quer preocupações de moradores e comerciantes em 
relação aos trabalhos.

Convido-os a visitar o meu website para consultar actu-
alizações semanais e informação mais detalhada e as melho-
rias previstas pelas BIAs, assim que as obras se iniciem:

www.anabailao.ca/road-construction-updates/
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Como já deve ter reparado, o troço da Dufferin 
Street entre a Dundas Street West e a Peel Avenue, 
está a precisar de repavimentação urgente. Este troço 
está cheio de buracos, bem como desníveis no asfalto, 
o que representa muitos perigos para automobilistas, 
peões e ciclistas.

Devido a estas más condições, a Dufferin Street 
tem sido inúmeras vezes votada como das piores 
estradas do Ontário pela Associação Canadiana 
de Automobilistas (CAA). Por esta razão, e dada a 
urgência da repavimentação desta estrada, con-
venci os funcionários municipais responsáveis para 
antecipar os trabalhos previstos para 2014, para 
2013. As obras deverão começar no início de Junho, 
com conclusão prevista para final do outono. Os 
moradores já deverão ter recebido um aviso da Câ-
mara Municipal, a alertá-los para este projecto. Um 
outro aviso será posteriormente enviado a todos 
os que serão afectados pelas obras, duas semanas 
antes do início dos trabalhos. Como sempre, pode 
contactar o meu escritório se precisar de informa-
ções adicionais.

O âmbito deste projecto inclui a reconstrução 
completa da Dufferin Street, entre a Dundas Street 
West e a Peel Avenue. Isto traduz-se na reconstrução 
de passeios, repavimentação da estrada, substituição 
de condutas de água da Dundas Street West à Peel 
Avenue, e a substituição de esgotos desde a Dundas 
Street West à Gordon Avenue.

Em relação à reconstrução do asfalto e dos pas-

seios na Dufferin Street, reuni-me com funcionários 
municipais e membros do grupo Cycle Toronto do 
bairro 18, para discutir formas de melhorar a segurança 
de ciclistas nesta área, assim como o estacionamento 
de bicicletas.

É com prazer que informo que funcionários mu-
nicipais estão actualmente a rever a possibilidade de 
pintar marcas de prioridade para ciclistas em ambas 
as faixas da Dufferin Street, que serviriam de ligação 
às ciclovias da College Street. Para além disso, os fun-
cionários estão também a analisar a possibilidade de 
melhorar a segurança de ciclistas que queiram atraves-
sar a Dufferin Street, do lado leste para o lado oeste da 

rua, junta à Alma Avenue.
Finalmente, já foi enviada aos funcionários munici-

pais, uma lista de gradeamentos circulares para bicicle-
tas, a serem instalados ao longo da Dufferin Street.

Para actualizações sobre os melhoramentos de 
infraestruturas para ciclistas na Dufferin Street, visite o 
meu website.

Tem o meu total compromisso na monitorização 
deste projecto, para assegurar uma boa coordenação 
e eficácia na execução. Convido-os a visitar o meu 
website, para ver actualizações regulares assim que 
começem os trabalhos na Dufferin Street: http://www.
anabailao.ca/road-construction-updates/

Dufferin Street – Reconstrução

Sintonize a CIRV Radio 88.9 FM, para ouvir o 
programa Opinião nas datas abaixo menciona-
das. Fique por dentro das notícias sobre decisões 
feitas na Assembleia Municipal de Toronto, e as-
suntos relacionados com o Bairro 18 da Daven-
port. Se tiver alguma pergunta não hesite em 
telefonar e participar no programa.

A Vereadora Ana Bailão estará nos estúdios 
da CIRV Radio nos seguintes dias pelas 17 horas:

11 de Junho
22 de Julho

Programa de Rádio

A 13 de maio de 1953 chegava ao cais 21 do Porto de Halifax o navio Satur-
nia, com cerca de duas centenas de nacionais portugueses. Foi o início oficial da 
emigração organizada para o Canadá. Deixaram a pátria, com o forte desejo de 
construir uma vida melhor, e com a vontade de poder receber posteriormente os 
seus familiares.

Ao longo dos anos, muitos milhares seguiram os seus passos, fazendo deste 
país, a sua nova terra, a sua nova esperança.

No ano em que assinalamos seis décadas de presença portuguesa no Canadá, 
devemos reflectir e honrar o trabalho desenvolvido pelos pioneiros da emigração.

A eles se devem os sucessos e a força que a comunidade portuguesa aufere 
hoje em dia.

O caminho que abriram, acabou por ser trilhado por várias gerações, copian-
do o exemplo de integração, dedicação e cidadania. É necessário lembrar que os 
sacrifícios não foram em vão, e que os frutos do trabalhos desses homens e mul-
heres, ainda hoje continuam a ser colhidos.

A história dos pioneiros, cruza-se com a 
história do Canadá.

Eu própria, reconheço e agradeço, os esfor-
ços feitos pelos meus pais na escolha deste país 
como terra de acolhimento.

No entanto, o facto de que antes de nós, out-
ros já estavam estabelecidos, facilitou a adapta-

ção a esta nova realidade. Com 15 anos, e quando 
primeiro cheguei ao Canadá, estava longe de imag-
inar que um dia o meu percurso iria culminar com o 
cargo de Vereadora Municipal.

Sei, com toda a convicção, que a minha ligação 
às raízes portuguesas, o apoio que a minha comu-
nidade sempre me prestou, e o envolvimento cívico 

de outros emigrantes como eu, me ajudaram a conquistar os meus objectivos. As 
novas gerações, devem aos seus antecessores a implementação da identidade 
cultural portuguesa, a portugalidade, que se mantêm vibrantes, e que nos man-
têm tão ligados às origens. Essas tradições, fazem parte do enorme mosaico mul-
ticultural – que no caso particular de Toronto – é um dos aspectos que torna a 
cidade tão singular, e internacionalmente conhecida.

Orgulho-me de poder ser a voz de muitos portugueses ao nível municipal. É 
uma honra poder ver que noutros níveis de governo, há igualmente luso-canadia-
nos, orgulhosos do legado dos seus pais e avós.

Além disso, existem em todos os sectores da nossa sociedade, portugueses 
e luso-descendentes, que contribuem não apenas para o enriquecimento do Ca-
nadá, mas também, elevam o nome e a imagem de Portugal.

Este é um ano de festa, festejemos aquilo que construimos, olhando para o 
futuro com a mesma confiança que os passageiros do Saturnia transportavam 
em 1953.

60 anos da emigração portuguesa para o Canadá
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In McCormick Park we have shown that when resi-
dents, my office and City staff work together, Ward 18 
parks get better. Each of us has a role to play and when 
we all play together,  the results can be phenomenal.

Situated in Brockton Village, next to McCormick 
Community Centre and McCormick Arena, this rela-
tively small neighbourhood park has become the site 
of big involvement and even bigger planning by an ac-
tive group of neighbours. 

Working closely with my office and City Parks Staff, 
the Friends of McCormick Park have already produced 
numerous successful initiatives:

•	 Adopt-A-Tree Program ensures that young trees in 
McCormick Park receive enough water during hot, 
dry months.

•	 Requested amenities, including a community no-
tice board, new benches and picnic tables were 
added last season.

•	 Events like the first flag football tournament, a 
neighbourhood rummage sale, pumpkin walk, 
bake sale fundraisers and the creation of an out-
door ice rink were facilitated.

•	 A community survey was created, translated into 
five different languages and gathered over 100 re-
sponses in order to prioritize future improvements 
and programming in the park.

As a result of the feedback obtained through the 

community survey and my commitment to fund im-
provements to the playground, The Friends of McCor-
mick Park are currently working hard to guide more 
major improvements. This year and next, the following 
improvements will take place:

•	 Vines recently planted along the south wall of Mc-
Cormick Arena in an effort to green the blank wall-
space.

•	 A new bocce court is being added thanks to last 
season’s bake sale fundraising campaign.

•	 A new drinking fountain with dog bowl will be in-
stalled to replace the old, often-broken fountain 
next to the wading pool.

•	 More picnic tables and large stone seating will be 
added.

•	 A master plan is being developed to guide more 
improvements in the years to come.

I am very excited to announce that in addition to 
this year’s improvements, we will be making major 
improvements to the playground area in 2014! 

Through the McCormick Park resident’s survey the 
community identified the need for more play equip-
ment and the addition of play equipment for older 
children in particular. I encourage you to get involved 
in this process. The next opportunity to get involved 
will be on June 4th at our joint community compost 
day and design input session in the park. As well, you 

are welcome to attend the monthly Friends of McCor-
mick Park group meetings or attend events which will 
be hosted in the park this summer.

Neighbours are welcome to join the Friends of Mc-
Cormick Park list-serv and visit www.mccormickpark.ca or 
contact my office for more information.

McCormick Park

Parks and Trees

New Shed at Perth-Dupont Community Garden in 2013

Major Upgrades in 2013
As a result of a nearly two year long process initi-

ated by my office and local residents , major improve-
ments will soon take place in Susan Tibaldi Parkette 
and Carlton Park. 

As with any proposed change to our community, 
consultation with our community was my main focus 
during this improvement process. In the Autumn of 

2011, I brought together residents and staff to create a 
wish-list for each park. Taking our budget for such im-
provements into account, I then selected several items 
from each wish-list and brought the proposals back to 
the community for review and revision in Spring 2012. 
Once community approval was received, Parks staff 
generated proposed designs and equipment options. 

On December 3rd we once again met and finalized our 
priorities and plans for these parks.  Residents contin-
ued to provide comments and feedback as we moved 
through detailed design and tendering phases. 

Our extensive consultation and my funding alloca-
tion will allow residents to experience revitalized public 
parks, featuring the following elements:

The Perth-Dupont Community Garden recently 
received a beautiful new garden shed as a result of 
the combined efforts of my office, local residents 
and City staff. This spring, a substantial amount of 
planning expertise, construction materials and la-
bour were provided by the City of Toronto to this 
exemplary Ward 18 community garden. The new 
tool shed will have improved accessibility features 
and provide sheltered gathering space where hard-
working community gardeners can rest and social-
ize during hot summer days.

Late last summer the Perth Dupont Community 
Garden coordinator approached my office with plans, 
community support, but little funding to add a struc-

tural addition onto the existing shed. My office imme-
diately began working with City Parks staff, making a 
strong case for the City of Toronto to offer help.

Thanks to work done by my office, in combina-
tion with community support, we convinced the 
Parks Technical Services crew to help and at our pub-
lic meeting on Februrary 6th, 2013  it was announced 
that we would build a brand new shed, which is fully 
accessible and includes a power source. Construc-
tion began in early April with the pouring of the 
foundation and the shed itself was complete by May 
10th. The inauguration event and seed exchange 
took place on the evening of May 30th. 

For this gardening season and many more to fol-
low, local gardeners will enjoy this new shed and use it 
to help produce healthy harvests of veggies and com-
munity engagement. 

Susan Tibaldi Parkette
353 Margueretta Avenue

Carlton Park
20 Edith Avenue

•	 Natural play elements and naturally coloured contemporary playground 
equipment with wood fibre as the play area’s base material

•	 Large trees to be planted in order to provide shade
•	 Fencing to be added along the laneway in place of existing guard rail
•	 New drinking fountain and dog bowl
•	 Landscaping, including more flowers on the east side of this parkette
•	 Lighting and electrical upgrades, including the addition of power outlets
•	 Additional benches

•	 New paved, accessible entrance features at southern corners, with seat 
walls and landscaping

•	 Hard-surface pathways through the park
•	 Removal of the baseball diamond and restoration to open, grassy space
•	 Installation of permanent fire pit
•	 New drinking fountain with dog bowl and step
•	 Addition of picnic area on existing concrete pad
•	 Reconfiguration of play equipment and addition of rock walls for natural 

barrier and seating
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Cycling

Sound Walls and Tree Removals 
along the railpath

Phase Two Rollout in 2014

As you have likely noticed, Metrolinx is 
currently in the process of construction work 
along the Georgetown Corridor. This is to in-
stall additional track for the Air-Rail Link for 
operation in 2015. As part of this work is the 
construction of “sound walls” at specific loca-
tions along the corridor.

When my office was first informed of the 
sound walls that would be installed along the 
Georgetown Corridor, I had significant concerns; 
community safety, evening lighting, loss of func-
tionality, aesthetic and reduced green space were 
all major concerns to myself and local residents. I 
highlighted these concerns in a letter to Metrolinx 
and requested thorough community consultation 
before any installations were made.

 Metrolinx developed a community consul-
tation strategy, involving numerous community 
advisory committees, to receive local input on the 
design of these sound walls. Four of these com-
mittees are located within the boundary of Ward 
18 and my office, in conjunction with local com-
munity groups, have been directly involved in the 

design process.
 A focus of discussion among these committees 

is the viability of “living walls”. These walls would of-
fer both sound mitigation and absorption, but also 
plant life, oxygenation and an attractive aesthetic. I 
will continue to advance support for community re-
quests as this advisory process continues.

I also find the recent removal of trees along 
this corridor by Metrolinx to be deeply troubling. I 
understand that much of this work is on Metrolinx 
property and outside the jurisdiction of City regu-
lations. However, I believe strongly in the impor-
tance of Toronto’s tree canopy and am an advocate 
for the importance of keeping this corridor green 
and vibrant.

The City also has a “3 to 1” tree replacement 
policy that Metrolinx has agreed to subscribe to 
during this construction phase. Under this policy, 
any tree that was required to be removed must be 
replaced, within a reasonable distance by 3 new 
trees. As both a Councillor and a resident I will be 
pressuring Metrolinx to honour its commitment 
to community members by completing quality 

planting of these new trees.
 I will continue to be a voice for your concerns 

as the sound wall discussion continues and wel-
come you to contact my office at any time to pro-
vide feedback on this process.

Over the past year I have been busy moving 
forward on a high priority for my office: the 2nd 
phase of the West Toronto Railpath. Since last year, 
we have developed the terms of reference for this 
work, created and issued an RFP, and awarded the 
contract and approved a consultant. I am pleased 
to say that the second phase of the Railpath design 
study is currently underway.

Recently, a stakeholder workshop took place 
to define the scope and provide feedback for the 

consultants doing the design work. The diverse 
group of residents, business representatives and 
community organizers involved had three main 
messages: we want connectivity, we want conti-
nuity and we want community benefit. 

The consultant for this design study heard 
loud and clear that Railpath users want a route 
as direct as possible, with as many entrances as 
possible into adjoining neighbourhoods, and a 
path which creates public spaces to foster the 
greatest possible use of this path.

The expanded West Toronto Railpath will pro-
vide a safe, convenient and beautiful transporta-
tion corridor from the northern boundary of Ward 
18 down to Queen Street – and eventually, it is 
my hope to connect south to Front Street and the 
Martin Goodman Trail, and extend further north 
as well. It will be a wonderful addition to our City 
transportation landscape and I am therefore com-
mitted to beginning construction on Phase 2 of 
the West Toronto Railpath as soon as possible.  

I will continue to have City Council recog-
nize the successful motions I advanced mak-
ing Railpath Phase 2 as much a priority for the 
City as it is for my office.  I also look forward 
to continuing the process of engaging stake-
holders to ensure that this project achieves its 
full potential.

Bike Parking Pilot Project
As the local Councillor, I recognize first-hand the 

shortage of bicycle parking in our neighbourhood. 
Bicycle parking is good for residents, it is good for 
easing congestion, it is good for businesses and I 
have made additional bike parking a priority of my 
office. 

I also recognize, however, that challenges ex-
ist in identifying what designs for bike parking in-
frastructure work best for pedestrians, cyclists and 
businesses. In this spirit, I am very pleased about a 
new program from Toronto Cycling staff to create a 
bicycle parking pilot study in our neighbourhood.

 This summer, West Toronto cyclists will see a 

marked increase in bike parking spaces available 
along West Queen West. This is part of a Bike Park-
ing initiative spearheaded by the Cycling Infrastruc-
ture and Programs Unit of Transportation Services. 
In response to Toronto’s growing need for cycling 
infrastructure, the City is increasing bike parking in 
Wards 18 and 19 by 30% along Queen Street West, 
from Gladstone Avenue to Markham Street.

The additions will include bike stands, multi-
bike racks, on-street corrals, and weather-protected 
bike shelters. Using the City’s Bike Parking Guide-
lines, City Staff have selected designs that meet bike 

parking requirements, but are different from the de-
signs currently being used throughout Toronto. The 
purpose of this initiative is threefold: to better meet 
demand for bike parking, test new designs, and to 
do so while making optimal use of the public space 
available. 

The initiative will be evaluated over the summer 
and fall months, informing the bike parking efforts 
that the City will endeavour throughout Toronto. 

For further information, contact my office, or 
visit the City of Toronto, Transportation Services’ cy-
cling site: http://www.toronto.ca/cycling/ in Sum-
mer 2013. 

West Toronto Railpath updates
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events and Public Meetings

Products Available - Fees may apply
Backyard Composter 
Green Bin 
Kitchen Container 

Pick up for FREE
Leaf Compost (limit one cubic metre per household)
Green Bins and Kitchen Containers
   - Bring damaged bins for exchange
   - Get new bins, bring proof of residence in the last  
     90 days

Note: You can recycle plastic shopping bags, foam 
polystyrene, empty paint and empty aerosol cans in your 
regular Blue Bin.

Drop off for recycling/disposal

  
 

 

cell phones small electronics printers & fax machines

computer components small TVs unused medications

household hazardous waste �uorescent bulbs

oils, solvents, 
pesticides

propane tanks inkjet &
laser cartridges

Donate to schools for reuse
Art supplies (e.g. pencils, markers, crayons, etc.)
Buttons, keys, and collectors’ coins and stamps
CDs and cases
Children’s books, clipboards, corkboards
Costume jewellery including broken/old watches, 
dress-up clothing
Fabric pieces and yarn
35 mm cameras and equipment

Donate to Goodwill for reuse
Sporting goods (e.g. skates, hockey equipment, 
bikes, rackets, etc.)
Books (excluding school/university curriculum books)
Medical equipment in good condition 
(e.g. eyeglasses, walking aids, hearing aids, etc.)
Small household items (e.g. dishes, ornaments, 
kitchen utensils, artistic drawings, games, etc.)
Textiles in good condition (e.g. clothing, linens, etc.)
Non-perishable foods will be donated to a food bank

Councillor Ana Bailão and City of Toronto

Visit toronto.ca/environment_days

All donated items must be in very good condition

Please do not bring: Construction waste, gasoline, garbage, wood, 
cassette and videotapes, commercial/industrial hazardous waste and scrap metal.

Saturday, July 6, 2013
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Reuse. Recycle and Safely Dispose
Do your part to create a cleaner, greener and more liveable Toronto.

Bring used or unwanted household items to the Community Environment Day event.

Donate sports helmets at Community Environment 
Day trailer for reuse in scienti�c testing.

 Dufferin Mall, 900 Dufferin St.
 (south of Bloor St.)

City Programs for Low-Income Seniors and Persons with Disabilities
Property Tax Increase Deferral Program

This program is an opportunity to apply for a deferral of property tax 
increases. It is important to note that the total deferral amount is a lien on 
the property and must be paid back to the City if you no longer own the 
property.

If you have applied for and received a deferral last year, you should con-
tinue to apply each year, even where your taxes may have decreased. This will 
ensure that you obtain the maximum deferral benefit.

Property Tax Increase Cancellation Program

This program is an opportunity to apply for a cancellation of property 
tax increases. If you have applied for and received a cancellation last year, 

you should continue to apply each year, even where your taxes may have 
decreased.

Water Rebate Program
This program offers a water rebate if the water consumption is less than 

400 cubic meters (m³) each year. You must submit your application by the 
deadline of September 3rd, 2013.  After December 31, the City will calculate 
your annual water consumption. If you meet all eligibility criteria, a rebate 
will be applied to your utility bill in the year following the application year.

If you are a low-income senior or a low-income person with a disability, 
please call my office for more information on how you can apply to any or all 
of the programs above 416-392-7012.

Saturday, July 20, 1-9 PM and 
Sunday July 21, 12-6 PM

Bloor Street Toronto from Dufferin 
to Lansdowne, celebrates arts, culture, 
community & small business with a 
unique community and city-building 
festival featuring hundreds of events, 
activities and exhibitions.

BIG on Bloor 2013 leading events: 
•	The BIG Market Place: More than 200 
arts, crafts, vendors and information 
tables. 
•	Celebrate Here: Music, performance 
and dance. 

•	Culture Works: Institutions, collec-
tives and artists creative events… see, 
touch, learn, participate. 
•	Savour Bloor: In the stores, restaurants, 
patios and the Bloordale Food Court.
•	BIG Awards: Community appreciation.
•	RAW: RealArtWear on the catwalk.
•	Play Fair: Games for children and 
adults.

BIG On Bloor Festival is hosted by the 
Bloordale BIA, BIG: Bloor Improve-
ment Group, The City of Toronto, our 
volunteers, sponsors, and the Bloor-
dale community.

BIG on Bloor Festival


