
Summer Update 2018

Given recent events with the Province reducing 
the number of City Councillors in Toronto from 47 
to 25, I feel that it is important to communicate 
directly with you as your Councillor to share my 
viewpoint and take this opportunity to provide you 
with updates on important community projects.

I categorically oppose how this decision was 
made in the middle of an election and unfortu-
nately it has undermined the electoral process 
currently underway, creating unnecessary chaos 
and confusion.

City Council met on August 20th to discuss 
the City’s response and voted to commence an 
application to challenge the legality of Bill 5 in the 
courts. A hearing date has been set for August 
31st and a decision on the number of Councillors 
is expected shortly thereafter. 

Regardless of the outcome of the City’s legal 

challenge, I have always believed that residents 
must be at the heart of local decision making. This 
belief has guided me as your City Councillor for 
the last 8 years, where we have worked together 
to improve our community in so many ways.

The way this decision was made does not 
respect local decision making but has raised the 
question on how we can defend, improve and 
strengthen our democracy to increase local de-
cision making and how to better serve you, the 
people.

I hope to be able to continue this conversation 
with you on how we can do just that. 

In community,

With a changing climate, Toronto is experiencing more severe 
storms, with more rain falling over a short amount of time. This in-
creases pressure on our sewer systems and overland drainage 
routes. We saw this with the sudden severe storm on Tuesday 
August 7 which left many basements flooded in our community, 
including my own.

If you were affected by this storm and have not done so al-
ready, please make sure to report the flooding to 311. This is im-
portant as an Environmental Assessment study for our area is 
scheduled to begin in 2018. The study will examine the sewer 
system and above ground areas in order to make recommenda-
tions to address this problem.

I expressed to senior City staff the basement flooding challeng-
es that residents in our area have faced and requested our area be 
given priority and attention as the City prepares measures to re-
duce basement flooding through the multi-year, multi-million dollar 
Basement Flooding Protection Program. The City also offers subsi-
dies of up to $3,400 to install flood protection devices in your home.  
For more information, please visit www.toronto.ca/basementflooding 

I will continue to support initiatives that build climate resilience 
in our community and will advocate to ensure that our community 
receives the necessary infrastructure investments as Toronto and 
our planet adapts to a changing climate reality.
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Dear Neighbours,

Flooding in Our Community

With Toronto Public Library staff as we 
break ground and start construction of 
our new Junction Triangle Library!
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I supported the acceleration of Toronto’s Vision Zero Road 
Safety Plan by $22 million dollars, doubling funding for 2018. 
This will help us move quickly to implement the crucial road safe-
ty strategies and infrastructure changes needed to make our 
roads safer for everyone to achieve our goal of zero deaths on 
our roads. I am committed to further accelerating vision zero and 
have worked directly with residents on hundreds of road safety 
upgrades including installing speed humps, red light cameras, 
traffic lights and creating new school safety zones.

Following unexpected drainage complications, the City 
and Streetcar Developments have finalized a solution to en-
sure there is proper storm water management at Pessoa 
Park. I am happy to share that construction is expected to 
start later this year.

Upgrades are coming to Lisgar Park this fall to improve its 
functionality and design. The City will be installing a gate at the 
playground, undertaking drainage system improvements, tree 
pit upgrades to improve tree health and will replace the dull 
grey gravel with a new more colourful pink granular surface. 
These upgrades create a livelier and more inviting park capable 
of hosting more activations to better reflect the vibrancy of the 
West Queen West community!

Our new Macgregor Playground Splashpad is nearly 
complete! The new pad will allow for longer hours and a saf-
er experience for kids at the park. Following the reopening 
of the splashpad, upgrades will commence to transform the 
fieldhouse to support year-round programming with upgrad-
ed washrooms, heating, kitchens and community space.

Concept designs informed by the ideas and input of local 
residents for the types of programming, spaces and activities 
our community would like to see at the double the size Wallace 
Emerson Community Centre and 25% larger Wallace Emerson 
Park have been released. To view them in detail, please visit 
www.anabailao.ca/WallaceEmersonCC

Pessoa Park Construction 
Starting Fall 2018

Lisgar Park Upgrades

Wallace Emerson 
Community Centre and Park 
Concept Designs

MacGregor Park Upgrades

Design rendering of the 
new Wallace Emerson 

Community Centre and a 
portion of the expanded 
Wallace Emerson Park.

With the artist and local students from the Toronto School of Art to unveil our 
mural, located at the Dufferin Station Russet Ave exit, adding to the wide 
range of fantastic new murals and street art across our community. 
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I have been working hard to bring everyone together to en-
sure that the southern extension of the West Toronto Railpath 
moves forward. A joint City-Metrolinx team is currently undertak-
ing detailed design for the section between Dundas St W and 
Abell St. The City will be hosting a public drop-in open house on 
September 13 from 6-8pm at the New Horizons Tower (1140 
Bloor St W) to share more information and obtain your feedback 
on this plan.

As part of this project, we have ensured that the Railpath ex-
tension will be connected to the High Line through the King-Lib-
erty SmartTrack Station, providing a direct connection to Liberty 
Village. I have also been the strongest advocate for the inte-
gration of the northern extension of the Railpath as part of the 

new St. Clair-Old Weston SmartTrack Station and St. Clair West 
Transportation Master Plan. This is crucial so that we can plan 
and protect for this future connection to the north to benefit and 
connect our communities for generations to come.

For more information on the Railpath extension, please visit 
www.toronto.ca/westrailpath

Maintaining affordability for small scale artisans and 
manufacturers has been a priority of mine. I worked with our 
community to secure an agreement to build a 60,000 sq.ft. 
light industrial work building and establish below market rent 
spaces on the first and second floors for 25 years to support 
a manufacturing incubator program at 390 Dufferin St. 

Moving the Railpath 
Extension Forward

Retaining Jobs & Manufacturing 
in our Community

Laneway Suites Approved
A piece of our local cinema heritage is coming back to life! 

The restoration of the Paradise Theatre is nearly complete and 
will re-open this fall. Programming includes various film relat-
ed events, live music, multi-arts events and a new restaurant, 
breathing new life and vitality to a treasured community asset. 
I look forward to seeing you at our restored Paradise Theatre!

Paradise Theatre to Re-Open 
this Fall I am happy to share that our Laneway Suites plan re-

ceived final approval at City Council in June! Thank you to 
the thousands of residents who shared their ideas and sup-
port throughout this process. We could not have done this 
without you! You can learn more about laneway suites by 
visiting  www.toronto.ca/changinglanes

With Councillor Mike Layton and AnaBela Taborda, the Chair of the Little 
Portugal BIA at an Open House on merging the Dundas West and Little 
Portugal BIAs to create a stronger, healthier and safer community.

With Scott Dobson of the Friends of the West Toronto Railpath 
pointing out where the Railpath will be extended.
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Construction is scheduled to start at Lansdowne Station in 
2019 to make it fully accessible. I have also secured an outdoor 
canopy to be built as part of this project to better protect TTC 
riders from the elements while waiting for the Lansdowne Bus. 
Construction is expected to be complete in late 2021.

As a result of my advocacy efforts with TTC Chair Josh Col-
le, we have succeeded in accelerating the start of the Dufferin 
Express Bus to fall 2018. New funding has also been secured for 
additional buses to reduce overcrowding. I look forward to riding 
the improved Dufferin Bus with you this fall.

The Museum of Contemporary Art Toronto Canada 
(MOCA) will launch its new 55,000 sq.ft. home in the iconic 
Tower Automotive Building in the Junction Triangle on Sep-
tember 22, 2018. I have been proud to work with and sup-
port MOCA over the years and I know their new building will 
truly define the role of the 21st century museum: to be first 
and foremost a welcoming, accessible and relevant space. 
I look forward to celebrating this milestone with you as they 
bring the best of contemporary art to our community!

MOCA Opening this Fall

Dufferin Express Bus 
Starts this Fall

Lansdowne Station 
Upgrades Start in 2019

Had the opportunity to celebrate Portugal Day with 
community members and meet with the Prime Minister 

of Portugal, António Costa.

Proud to work with TTC Chair Josh Colle on transit 
improvements to benefit our community.


