
The City has developed programs under our 

COVID-19 Community Mobilization and Engage-

ment Plan as part of the TO Supports: Targeted 

Equity Action Plan, in collaboration with Ontario 

Health Teams and community agencies that serve 

populations most vulnerable in areas hardest hit 

by COVID-19. We know that initiatives by commu-

nity and health partnerships have led to increased 

COVID-19 vaccine uptake in vulnerable communi-

ties across the city. Many organizations in our com-

munity have been active in these efforts, including 

West Neighbourhood House, The Neighbourhood 

Group, Culture Link, The Abrigo Centre, York Fair-

banks Seniors, FCJ Refugee Centre and more. 

Spread across the organizational zones which cov-

er our ward, the City has provided over $1 million 

in funding to support their outreach. Part of this 

funding supports these agencies in hiring 280 com-

munity ambassadors who will reach out directly to 

thousands of residents to support them in address-

ing barriers to vaccination, as well as expand their 

ride service to provide seniors and other residents 

access with transportation to their preferred vaccine 

clinic.

When I sent you my spring newsletter last year, I am 

sure few of us could have imagined that one year later we 

would still be seeing our lives so significantly impacted by 
the pandemic.  I know how enormously challenging this past 

year has been for so many of you.  Our frontline workers in 

health care and other essential services have worked tire-

lessly to support all of us and we are eternally grateful to 

them.  I know for all of you it has been difficult with missed 
family birthdays, holidays celebrated alone or with only 

those in our household and many people facing financial 
and other pressures.  There have been so many others, in-

cluding our kids, who have faced mental health challenges 

over these past months as well.  These have been among 

the most difficult times many of us will face in our lifetimes 
and for many this has also meant dealing with ill health or 

sadly, the loss of loved ones.

While challenging times continue, we are assured and 

comforted with the knowledge that with increased vaccina-

tion levels we will begin to see our lives, our businesses and 

our communities move back towards normalcy.

The pandemic also highlighted more than ever before 

many inequities in our City, and country, that while always 

existing took on a new and more pressing urgency.  We 

were told for example to stay home, but for those experienc-

ing homelessness or financial pressures this was not possi-
ble as they did not have a home or their home became unaf-

fordable for them.  It was clear to all of us that we needed to 

deal with these issues immediately where possible and then 

to prepare to build back our City and our country better than 

it was before.  Our City commissioned a pandemic response 

and recovery task force that resulted in a thorough report 

demonstrating what we needed to do to build back better, to 

work towards a more equitable, a more fair and a more in-

clusive society.   We can all be part of this equitable recovery 

in which all of us will be able to realize our fullest potential.   

As I noted above, vaccinations have increased signifi-

cantly and by the time you read this we will have made great 

strides in getting vaccines to most of our residents.  We have 

focused on communities where infections were highest and 

also for vulnerable communities and in the coming weeks 

and months we will reach the levels of vaccination that will 

allow us to move back to living our lives in the way we did 

before the pandemic started.

In the meantime, I have continued to work on your be-

half on the issues that are important for our community.  I have 

continued to consult with you and work with virtually but I am 

pleased that our work on behalf of our community continues.

I hope you will find the newsletter informative and I look 
forward to meeting with you again in person in the near fu-

ture as our collective work to face this pandemic continues 

to allow us to return to normal.  Thank you for all you have 

done and continue to do as a community.  

Spring 2021 

I send out a regular 

e-newsletter with im-

portant community and 

city information to help 

keep Davenport resi-

dents informed.  

This includes items such as community events, up-

dates on key issues, public consultations, and more! 

If you would like to receive these e-mails, please 

visit www.anabailao.com to sign up! 

S TAY  I N  T O U C H T: 416-392-7012 •  E: councillor_bailao@toronto.ca  •  anabailao.ca

Dear Neighbours,

Learn more about the vaccine and 
how to get vaccinated at

E-NEWSLETTER
SIGN UP FOR MY

211 oferece apoio ao COVID-19, alimentar, de habitação, ao rendimento, 

e muito mais em Português. Precisa de ajuda? Ligue para o 211.

211 offre supporto in italiano su questioni come il COVID-19, gli alloggi, 

l’accesso a prodotti alimentari, il sostegno al reddito e molto altro. 
Se avete bisogno di aiuto chiamate il 211.

211 te ofrece asistencia  en Español en temas de COVID19, alimentos, 

vivienda, apoyo de ingresos y mucho mas. Necesita ayuda? Llame 211

Call for supports on seniors 

assistance, employment, 

food, housing, mental 

health and more.

Ensuring Equitable Access to COVID-19 Vaccines

toronto.ca/COVID19

I’VE RECEIVED MY

 FIRST VACCINE DOSE,

 HAVE YOU?

Despite the challenges the City has been facing, 

City Council approved an ambitious but still responsible 

budget for 2021. Through City-led mitigation strategies, 

we found $573 million in savings and offsets. Still, like 

municipalities across the country, Toronto requires ad-

ditional support from the Province and Federal govern-

ment to mitigate COVID-19 impacts. In 2020, the City 

faced $1.7 billion in COVID impacts and $1.6 billion in 

2021.  With $740 million already secured from the oth-

er levels of government at the time of the 2021 Budget, 

and new commitments secured on transit and housing 

throughout this year, the City is confident that we can not 
only continue providing the services needed and expect-

ed by our communities, but also enhance them further to 

address the new challenges presented by COVID. 

Even with these challenges, this budget includes 

new investments. For Davenport, we have secured 

over $353 million in local investments over the next five 
years, which will go to our parks, community centres 

and public transportation initiatives.

In February, I joined my Council colleagues to unan-

imously approve four community safety crisis support 

service pilots to test a new, non-police-led approach to 

non-emergency, non-violent calls, including those involv-

ing persons in crisis and for wellness checks. As part of 

this pilot, we also directed staff to investigate if we would 

be able to move 911 operations from the Toronto Police 

Service to a non-police City service. When brought be-

fore Executive Committee, I successfully set direction to 

ensure that this service will serve as the primary first re-

sponders to mental health crisis calls. To ensure that this 

change is timely, we are expecting substantial updates 

from City staff this year on transitioning 911 operations, 

opportunities to accelerate the timelines for City-wide im-

plementation, and on the feasibility of establishing an ad-

ditional options for non-police interventions. You can follow 

the City’s progress on these transformational changes at 
Toronto.ca/policing-reform.

City Financial Update 

Community Crisis Response Pilot 
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As our City continues to grow and prosper, it 

becomes increasingly important that policy pro-

vides options for people to live in accessible, af-

fordable and suitable housing in communities of 

their choice. Some residentially zoned areas of 

the City have been losing population and with the 

City expecting 700,000 new residents in the next 

30 years it is now more important than ever to look 

into expanding Housing Options in our Neighbour-

hoods. Building from the success of the laneway 

suites program, the City is currently exploring al-

lowing additional housing forms, such as garden 

suites. Learn more and get engaged through to-

ronto.ca/expanding-housing-options or contact 

my office.

The City of Toronto is reviewing the Official 
Plan, which will result in a revised vision for the 

city to year 2051. The City of Toronto is calling this 

Official Plan review process “Our Plan Toronto”.  
Over the next 30 years, it is expected that another 

700,000 people will move to the city and call To-

ronto home. Over that same time period, another 

450,000 jobs will be made available for people to 

work in Toronto. In total, by 2051 our city will grow 

to a population of 3.6 million and have a job market 

with more than 2 million jobs. 

What does this growth mean for our city? 

Where will these people and jobs be located? How 

can communities across Toronto grow while also sup-

porting the people who live and work here today? 

We want to hear your input on these important 

questions toronto.ca/ourplan.

The Geary Avenue corridor is a core employment 

area in our community facing increased pressures due 

to its popularity as a destination for arts and cultural 

events, restaurants, and galleries. I have been working 

proactively with the community and City staff to deter-

mine the best way to support the “vibe” of Geary while 

protecting the manufacturers, artisans and other maker 

businesses in the area. We have developed a compre-

hensive plan covering land use, cultural protections, 

economic and cultural strategies and improvements 

to mobility and the public realm. The full report can be 

found at toronto.ca/geary-works-planning-study/.

Expanding 
Housing Options in 
Neighbourhoods 

Our Plan Toronto 

Geary Works 

In March, I hosted a virtual Davenport Plan-

ning Conference to provide area residents, busi-

nesses, and interested stakeholders a compre-

hensive overview of the planning process at both 

a citywide scale and at the local level. 

I was joined by leading members of Toron-

to’s City Planning Division and more than 80 
residents who keenly engaged with questions, 

comments and feedback. We are keeping the 

conversation going and planning future pro-

gramming based on what we heard in response 

from the community. 

If you’d like to learn more about how the planning 
process works in Toronto, you can watch the recording at  

anabailao.com/davenport_planning_conference_

recording.

I am working with City Planning and the com-

munity to develop a local vision and manage the 

development interest that have recently arisen 

along Bloor Street West, in the area between St. 

Helens Avenue and Perth Avenue. 

This area is slated for major transit in-

frastructure investments and public realm 

improvements in the coming years, and with 

this new infrastructure comes the opportunity 

to reimagine the area to include more neigh-

bours, amenities, connections and vibrancy.

Working with the community, we are develop-

ing a planning framework to evaluate the appropri-

ate building forms for the area, transportation and 

pedestrian networks, and public realm strategies 

to ensure adequate parks and public spaces. Visit  

toronto.ca/bloor-street-study-perth-to-st-helens-ave-

nue to learn more and share your thoughts.

Davenport Planning 
Conference 

Bloor Study 

A new SmartTrack station is coming to Union 

Street and Townsley Street, alongside major road 

network realignment and improvements. With this 

new infrastructure also comes the need for us to 

plan a “complete community”, where people can 
live, work, shop and play without having to travel 

long distances to meet their daily needs. With this 

aim in mind, I have been working with City staff, res-

idents and landowners to study the Keele-St. Clair 

Area on a Planning Study that will guide growth in 

the area for decades to come. 

The study will recommend a planning frame-

work to Council with a final report expected in Oc-

tober 2021. City Planning staff are continuing to 

consult to ensure we reflect the community’s vision. 
The next public meeting is scheduled for July 

8, 2021. Register at: toronto.ca/city-planning-con-

sultations approximately one week before the con-

sultation and check out toronto.ca/keelestclair for 

more information.

Keele-St. Clair Local 
Area Study 

For eight years, main street businesses in Little 

Jamaica have been experiencing pressure as a re-

sult of the construction of the Eglinton Crosstown LRT. 

Councillor Mike Colle and I moved a motion calling for  

better supports for businesses on this section of Eg-

linton Avenue West to protect this significant Jamaican 
cultural and business hub, including compensation for 

business losses due to the LRT construction, tax sup-

ports, and eliminating surface construction equipment 

from sidewalks and the roadway. This was one of sev-

eral approved motions introduced to City Council by 

the Councillor’s representing Eglinton.  Councillors 
have been working with local Black business own-

ers and community leaders, along with City staff to 

forge a path forward to create a plan to best support 

Black businesses, develop a local planning framework 

to guide future growth and development, and create and 

officially designate a Caribbean and West Indies-focused 
cultural district in this corridor. Learn more and get 

involved: toronto.ca/littlejamaica.

Protecting the Heritage 

and Vibrancy of Little 

Jamaica 

PLANNING AND HOUSING

Speaking on Toronto’s housing initiatives 
at the Toronto Region Board of Trade in 

January 2020
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1. Speed Humps on Kitchener Ave from Harvie Ave to McRoberts Ave - Under investigation

2. Intersection review of Old Weston Rd and Rogers Rd - Under investigation

3. PXO at Rogers Rd and Chambers Ave - To be installed in Summer 2021

4. Speed Humps on Silverthorn Avenue between Rogers Rd and Rowntree Ave - Under investigation

5. Rescind Alternate Side Parking on Robina Ave between St. Clair Ave and Earlsdale Ave - Approved, 

awaiting installation

6. Speed Humps on Roseneath Gardens between Glenhurst Ave and Earlsdale Ave - Under investigation

7. All-Way Stop at Rowntree Ave and Chambers Ave - Approved, awaiting installation

8. Speed Humps on Rowntree Ave between Old Weston Rd and Prescott Ave - To be installed in Fall 2021

9. Speed Humps on Rosethorn Ave between Rogers Rd and Rockwell Ave - To be installed in Fall 2021

10. School Safety Zone at General Mercer Junior Public School - To be installed in 2021

11. Speed Humps on Turnberry Ave between Old Weston Rd and Silverthorn Avenue - Under investigation

12. Traffic Control Signal at Dufferin St & Goodwood Ave & Cloverlawn Ave - Under investigation
13. Traffic Control Signal at Old Weston Rd and Rockwell Ave - Approved, awaiting installation in 2021
14. Speed Humps on Glenhurst Ave west of Oakwood Ave - Under investigation

15. School Safety Zone at Stella Maris Catholic Elementary School - To be installed in 2021

16. Speed Humps on St. Clair Gardens between Ascot Ave and St. Clair Ave - Under investigation

17. School Safety Zone at St. Clare Catholic Elementary School - To be in installed in 2021

18. Traffic Control Signal at Oakwood Ave and Rosemount Ave - Installed
19. Speed Humps on Laughton Ave between St. Clair Ave W and Davenport Rd - To be installed Fall 2021

20. Speed Humps on St. Clarens Ave from Davenport Rd to St. Clair Ave W - Under investigation

21. Speed limit reduction to 30km/h on Peterborough Ave between Dufferin St and Greenlaw Ave - Approved, 

awaiting installation

22. Speed Humps on Laughton Ave between Davenport Rd and Kingsley Ave - Under investigation

23. Traffic Control Signal at Lansdowne Ave & Brandon Ave - Approved, awaiting installation
24. Speed Humps on Brandon Ave from Lightbourn Ave to Lansdowne Ave - Under investigation

25. Traffic Control Signal at Dufferin St and Geary Ave - Approved, awaiting installation Fall 2021
26. Traffic Control Signal at Dupont St & Annette St & Old Weston Rd & Dundas St W - Under investigation
27. Traffic Control Signal at Dupont St and Perth Ave - Under investigation
28. Red Light Camera at Lansdowne Ave and Dupont St - Installed

29. Red Light Camera at Dufferin St and Dupont St - Installed

30. Changing parking limit from 3 hours to 1 hour on Parkman Ave between Franklin Ave and Perth Ave - 

Installed

31. Speed Bumps on Public laneway south of Lappin Ave between Emerson Ave and Lansdowne Ave - 

Approved, awaiting installation

32. School Safety Zone at Dovercourt Junior Public School - To be installed in 2021

33. Speed Humps on Millicent St between Emerson Ave and Dufferin St - To be installed in Summer 2021

34. Speed Humps on St. Clarens Ave from Lappin Ave to Wallace Ave - To be installed in 2022

35. Speed Bumps on Public lane east of Emerson Ave between Millicent St and Armstrong Ave - Under 

Investigation

36. Loading Zone and Permit Parking Signs on Sousa Mendes St - Installed

37. Switch Direction (Southbound) on St. Clarens Ave between Paton Rd and Wallace Ave - Installed

38. Switch Direction (Northbound) on Emerson Ave between Paton Rd and Wallace Ave - Installed

39. Staggered Parking on Wallace Ave between Lansdowne Ave and Dufferin St - Installed

40. Speed Humps on Wallace Ave between Lansdowne Ave and Dufferin St - To be installed Summer 2021

41. Speed Humps on Rankin Cres between Wallace Ave and Symington Ave - Installed

42. Left Turn Prohibtion Signs at Bloor St W and Perth Ave - Approved, awaiting installation

43. Traffic Control Signal at Bloor St W and Pauline Ave - Installation will be part of development
44. Red Light Camera at Ossington Ave and Bloor St W - Installed

45. Speed Humps on Brock Ave from Croatia St to Bloor St W - Under investigation

46. Speed Humps on Hepbourne St from Dovercourt Rd to Ossington Ave - Under investigation

47. PXO on Lansdowne Ave north of Whytock Ave relocated - Installed

48. Traffic Control Signal on Lansdowne Ave and Whytock Ave - Installed
49. 15m Parking Exemption Signs at Sylvan Ave and Dufferin St - Approved, awaiting installation

50. Speed Humps on Dewson St from Dovercourt Rd to Concord Ave - Under investigation

51. Traffic Control Signal at Lindsey Ave and Dufferin St - Under investigation
52. Relocation of school bus loading zone at Dewson St Junior Public School from Concord Ave to Ossington 

Ave - Under investigation

53. Surface Maintenance on St. Helens Ave, Lumbervale Ave and College Street North - Completed

54. One-Way Northbound on Rusholme Rd from Heydon Park Road to College St - Under investigation

55. Automatic Speed Enforcement at Concord Ave north of College St - Installed

56. Traffic Control Signal at Dundas St and Lisgar St - To be installed Summer/Fall 2021
57. Automatic Speed Enforcement at Alexander Muir/Gladstone Ave Junior and Senior Public School - 

Installed

58. Surface Maintenance on Dovercourt Rd from Dundas St to Queen St - In progress

59. Road Reconstruction on Peel Ave between Gladstone Ave and Dufferin St - Scheduled Winter 2021/

Spring 2022

60. Road Reconstruction on Gladstone Avenue between Peel Ave and Queen St - Scheduled Winter 2021/

Spring 2022

1745-1753 ST CLAIR AVENUE WEST  Proposed 11-storey 

mixed use building comprised of 389 square metres of non-residen-

tial gross floor area and 65 residential dwelling units (5475 square 

metres of residential gross floor area). 53 vehicular and 64 bike 

parking spaces. 

20 CALEDONIA ROAD  A pre-application proposal for a mixed 

use development representing a change of use from industrial con-

crete and aggregate processing facility to mixed-commercial residen-

tial. The developer proposes to reconnect the streetscape along St 

Clair Ave W., form new connections in the community with a bike and 

pedestrian path through the site and provide housing near higher order 

transit connections. 

290 OLD WESTON ROAD  Application has been appealed by 

the developer to the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal for a 29-storey 

mixed-use building, including a 6-store base building situated within 

the Keele St Clair Study Area. This redevelopment would result in 

a total gross floor area of 23,509 square metres, including 4,643 

square metres of commercial office space and 277 residential units.

316-336 CAMPBELL AVENUE  Proposed 28-storey, inclusive 

of a 6-storey podium, having a residential gross floor area of 21,678 
square metres. 310 residential dwelling units are proposed, of which, 

7 will be dedicated live-work units. 101 underground parking stalls and 

two car share stalls are proposed.

72 PERTH AVENUE  Proposed 10-storey residential building, 

9,556 sqm of residential gross floor area (GFA) 104 residential units, 
47 vehicular parking spaces and 127 bicycle parking spaces. The appli-

cation also proposes a 156 sqm parkland dedication to supplement the 

existing West Toronto Rail Path

1423-1437 BLOOR STREET WEST  Proposed 18-storey, in-

clusive of a 6-storey podium, mixed-use building. A total of 204 res-

idential dwelling units are proposed, of which, 15 will be rental units 

in order to replace the rental onsite. 65 vehicular parking spaces 

are proposed at 208 bike parking spaces. In addition, a 160sqm 

community space is proposed.

1405 BLOOR STREET WEST  Proposed mixed-use, predominately 

residential development; 18 storeys along Bloor Street West then stepping 

down to 12 and 4 storeys to the south. Below grade parking is proposed 

accessed by two car elevators facing Ruttan Street. 326 residential dwell-

ing units and 237 m2 of grade related retail gross floor area is proposed.

1319 BLOOR STREET WEST  Proposed 31-storey and 33-storey 

towers atop a podium 4-7storeys. A total of 634 residential units are pro-

posed; public park (867 square metres) and POPS (421 square metres). A 

total of 215 vehicular parking spaces on two levels underground are pro-

posed; 640 residential bicycle parking spaces. Conveyance of a 10-metre 

wide strip of the site to Metrolinx for a station platform and a multi-use path 

connecting to the existing West Toronto Rail Path.

221 STERLING ROAD  Proposal for three residential buildings, 20, 

25, and 29-storeys, 56,482 square metres of residential GFA, 892 residen-

tial units, including 23 live work units and 33 rental replacement units, and 

417 vehicular parking spaces within two levels of underground parking. 

The application also proposes an extension of Ruttan Street south to Ster-

ling Road and an on-site parkland dedication of 988 square metres.

The development applications listed here have all come in recently and I am working closely with City Staff and area residents to ensure the growth brings benefits 

and that pressures on the physical or social infrastructures within the community are met through enhancements
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In March, Cycling staff and I met virtually with the 

Oakwood community to discuss the proposed contra-

flow bike lanes and sharrows for Winona Drive. The 
feedback from the meeting and survey helped inform 

the best way to tailor this work to local wishes. This proj-

ect will help cyclists in the north end of our Ward safely 

cycle from Eglinton Avenue West to Davenport Road. 

Installation is expected to begin this summer. Learn 

more at toronto.ca/oakwoodcycling.

Winona Bikeway 

This July, the City will be hosting public consulta-

tions on implementing a cycling route on Bartlett Av-

enue and Havelock Street, which will provide cyclists 

with a safe north-south route from Davenport Road to 

College Street. At my request, staff are assessing the 

feasibility of a further connection to Gladstone Ave-

nue, which will allow cyclists to travel further south to 

Queen Street West. While last year we were able to 

deliver over 4.5km of protected cycling track on Bloor 

Street West, two years ahead of schedule, I recog-

nize the significant need for another north-south cy-

cling route as well. This project can add over 3.5km 

to the cycling network in our community. Installation is 

expected to begin in summer 2022. 

Bartlett Havelock Bike Lanes 

This May, we saw significant investment and 
partnership with other levels of government on our 

public transit objectives. Public transit is an essen-

tial part of an equitable and green recovery, and we 

all know that it has faced challenges through this 

pandemic. 

The federal government announced $10 billion in 

new federal funding to support the delivery of four pri-

ority transit projects in Toronto, providing service within 

walking distance to over 400,000 people by 2041. In 

addition, the province and federal governments also 

invested $360 million in addition to $208 million from 

the City of Toronto to help the TTC purchase 60 new 

streetcars and make other upgrades. These streetcars 

will help move people faster and more conveniently in 

our community, and across the city. 

At the December City Council meeting, I had 

a Members’ motion passed calling for substantial 
changes to improve the safety of pedestrians and 

cyclists on Dufferin Street, including the feasibility of 

protected bike lanes, accelerating RapidTO bus pri-

ority lanes and assessing the connectivity of existing 

cycling infrastructure in the area.

At May’s Community Council meeting, Trans-

portation Services provided an update on their work, 

which included:

•  Consultations on the Bartlett and Havelock bike 

lanes this summer, with installation in 2022

• Dufferin between College and Bloor has been 

approved as a community safety zone

• An automated speed enforcement camera to be 

located on Dufferin Street between College and 

Bloor in September, the earliest time possible 

due to 90-day provincial notice requirements 

• An automated speed enforcement camera will 

be installed at Dufferin and Waterloo in June

• The installation of 20 new hydro polls and 180 

fixtures this summer and fall to improve lighting
• The expedition of consultation and implementa-

tion for bus priority lanes on Dufferin Street

• The addition of a signal at Lindsay Avenue, with 

a report on the final design approval in June
• Further investigation on the feasibility of adding 

a red-light camera at Dufferin Street and Col-

lege Street, with a report back in June

I look forward to having these comprehensive 

changes made as quickly as possible, and will con-

tinue working with the community and Transporta-

tion Services staff to make Dufferin safe for all who 

use it.

Funding Future Transit

Dufferin 
Street Safety 
Improvements
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The SmartTrack Stations Program represents a sig-

nificant investment to improve transportation choices 
within Toronto and to leverage existing transit infrastruc-

ture to serve more people. Combined with Metrolinx’s GO 
Expansion Program, SmartTrack will transform heavy rail 

infrastructure in Toronto from a regional commuter service 

into an urban rapid transit network. With additional sta-

tions, all-day, two-way service, increased frequency and 

quieter and faster trains, SmartTrack and GO Expansion 

will expand transit access for Toronto residents travelling 

within and beyond the city.

This past February, City Council approved terms to 

advance the construction of these stations, including the 

King Liberty, Bloor Lansdowne and St. Clair Old Weston 

stations in our community. With these rail lines running 

through our community, I called on City staff to ensure that 

commitments from Metrolinx are by honoured by this pro-

vincial transit agency, including the connection from the 

Bloor-Lansdowne station to the north part of the public 

realm of the Davenport Diamond, through Dora Avenue 

and Sterling Road, and to the West Toronto Railpath, as 

well as the connection to the public realm by a bridge over 

the Davenport Diamond to Earlscourt Park. In addition, I 

have been working to ensure that the King-Liberty station 

includes a pedestrian and cyclist bridge to connect to Lib-

erty Village, which will support those traveling to and from 

the West Toronto Railpath. 

Metrolinx will be issuing requests for proposals 

throughout 2021, and the stations are expected to be 

completed in 2026.

SmartTrack Stations 

The City is working to harmonize permit 

parking and has adjusted and expanded 

permit parking areas in Caledonia-Fairbank 

and Earlscourt. Permit parking has been 

expanded into the blue sections of the 

attached map.

Expanding Permit Parking 

Caledonia-Fairbank and 

Earlscourt 

Over $560 million in investments to 
purchase new streetcars!



Splash Pad: The construction of the new splash pad 

will take place after Labour Day to allow residents to en-

joy the summer season in the park. Work is expected to 

be completed for the following summer. The theme of the 

splash pad will be “By the Sea”, as chosen by the 
residents with community consultation that was 

held via online poll and virtual meetings. 

Washrooms: Renovations to the park 

washrooms will take place this summer to 

make them more accessible. The work will 

be completed by the end of 2021. 

Park Pathways: In late 2020, we conducted a 

community consultation for local input on proposed 

pathways in Earlscourt Park. The feedback provid-

ed has informed staff on the local needs and Park 

staff are using this information to conduct an inter-

nal review with the aim of determining the design and to 

provide the community with an update in the summer.

Boulevard Improvements: At the community’s re-

quest, a seat wall will be added to the northwest entrance 

to the park. Construction on these improvements will be-

gin this summer. 
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As part of the City’s “Green 
Line”, a long term plan to create 
5km of connected green space 

along the City’s Hydro corridor, 
ward 9 will be getting new green 

space. This new green space will 

utilize hydro land that runs par-

allel to Geary Avenue, between 

Delaware Avenue and Westmo-

reland.

This new space will include 

a dog off leash area, open green 

space, spaces to sit, and acces-

sible pathways throughout.

This new space will also be 

receiving streetscape improve-

ments, including wider sidewalks 

and traffic calming measures.

Construction is planned to 

begin in the spring of 2022.

Over the past 2 plus years, we have been working close-

ly with community members to re-envision the Dufferin Grove 

clubhouse. After numerous public meetings, pop up events 

and hard work by the Community Resource Group and res-

idents, construction work on the clubhouse has begun. The 

work was scheduled to start in the fall of 2020 but it was de-

layed as per Community’s request and ensure residents had 
access to the Ice Rink during the 2020/21 season. 

The project team has phased this work, which will allow 

the skate rink to be open in time for the 2022/2023 skating 

season. The club house is then expected to open in the winter/

spring of 2023. 

Many exciting changes await us when this re-opens, a 

new kitchen, a larger multi purpose room, a new double pad 

ice rink, new basketball court with six nets, better lighting, and 

a larger garden, and much more.

The Dufferin grove skate park has also been temporarily 

re-located to Wallace Emerson to ensure that the community 

has the space they need.

The Market will continue to be operated by St. Anne’s 
Church as long as permitted. In the summer, the City will help 

accommodate the Market along the pathway to the east of the 

construction zone. Upon completion of construction in Febru-

ary 2023, the Farmers’ Market will be able to return to the site.
Parks Operations are relocating the small bake oven 

so that it may be accessible to the public during construc-

tion. The oven will be temporarily located near the Cob, at 

the south end of the park. While food programming is cur-

rently not occurring due to COVID, this location has water 

access which will allow for oven use once permitted, based 

on COVID regulations.

During construction, the Dufferin Grove Park Clubhouse, 

rinks, basketball court, gardens, and surrounding area will be 

fenced off. 

Earlscourt Park Update 

Geary 
Avenue Park 
Expansion

Dufferin Grove Infrastructure Improvements 

PARKS AND RECREATION

The West Toronto Railpath is a much loved multi-use trail in our community running 

along the Junction Triangle neighbourhood (Cariboo to Dundas). Due to the additional 

track Metrolinx must install on the rail corridor some realignment of the existent Railpath 

will need to happen. During this process the City has also secured the land necessary to 

complete the extension of the path all the way south of Queen Street. 

Realignment

In October, we will see movement on the West Toronto Railpath realignment, with 

Metrolinx beginning their work in the corridor. The work specific to the West Toronto 
Railpath will begin in Winter 2022 and will take place in three stages of closures. 

• Ernest Avenue to Bloor Street West (12 months)

• Bloor Street West to the Perth Avenue entrance (3 months)

• Wallace Avenue to Ernest Avenue (5-6 months)

Included in the closure of Wallace Avenue will be work on the new park 

located just north of Ernest Ave. Working closely with Friends of West Toronto 

Rail Path we have secured additional benefits for all these sections including 

the addition of new trees, pollinator gardens, new signage and furniture, living 

green noise walls and the removal and replacement of invasive species. In 

addition, we have secured a stair and elevator connection to Bloor GO station 

from Randolph Avenue.

As the date approaches we will continue to advocate to Metrolinx to ensure the 

community has all the necessary and important details.

Extension 

I am pleased to share that I have secured $51 million in the City budget this year 

to ensure that the West Toronto Railpath Extension work can proceed on schedule. In 

addition, we have successfully negotiated access and use of Metrolinx’s land needed 
for the extension work. Further, I have been working closely with Choice Properties 

to ensure that an accessible ramp be included to provide more convenient access to 

the No Frills located at 222 Lansdowne Avenue. 

The extension itself will feature living noise walls, seating and wayfinding and will 
be futureproofed to include a bridge connection to Sorauren Park, and to the future 

Barrie Corridor Trail. 

You can find regular updates on this project at toronto.ca/westrailpath.

West Toronto Railpath 

– Realignment and Extension 

Working with the local community, we are advancing many projects in Earlscourt Park:

Rendering of the new Earlscourt Splash Pad!

Rending of Earlscourt Park Boulevard Improvements



The Oakwood-St. Clair Parkland Study was initiated to identify changes we 

can make to improve and create new parks and create better access and con-

nections between parks and public spaces. City staff are working through the 

extensive community feedback to post a summary and host a community open 

house this summer to discuss opportunities. The completed plan is expected 

to be posted by winter 2021. Learn more and stay involved by visiting toronto.

ca/oakwood-st-clair-parkland-study.
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Improving Public Space at 
Oakwood and St Clair Ave W 

A new green space is taking shape at 261 Nairn 

Avenue. With demolition completed on this site, design 

and public consultation will be taking place over the 

summer and fall to shape this parkette to local needs, 

with construction expected to begin in 2022. Residents 

are welcome to suggest names for the new parkette by 

emailing our office with a suggestion and rationale at 
councillor_bailao@toronto.ca.

261 Nairn Avenue 
Parkette 

As part of its Welcome 

T.O. Winter parks plan this 

season, the City of Toronto 

worked closely with com-

munity groups to facilitate 

46 natural ice rinks in parks 

across the City. Every winter, 

residents build and maintain 

natural rinks on parkland, 

providing a family-friendly 

and safe recreational activity 

in parks across Toronto.

In our community, we 

had two natural ice rinks – at Dovercourt Park and 

S.A.D.R.A Park, made possible by local volunteers. 

My office had the privilege of supporting these dedi-

cated residents who worked tirelessly to make these 

rinks a reality, which provided the community with a 

safe outdoor activity this winter! Thank you!

Natural 
Ice Rinks

As part of the modular housing site built on 321 

Dovercourt Road, a new park is being created at 150 

Harrison Street. Through consultation with residents, 

we helped to develop this park for local needs. The 

current design includes open green space, pollinator 

shrubs, picnic tables, games tables and community 

garden. Construction is expected to begin this year.  

Learn more at toronto.ca/150harrisonpark.

150 Harrison Park 

PARKS AND RECREATION

The Innes Avenue pedestrian bridge 

serves as a critical pedestrian access point in 

the Earlscourt community, spanning across the 

Barrie GO rail corridor. The City will be reno-

vating this bridge to repair the concrete deck 

and other elements. In addition to this state 

of good repair work, noise barriers and enclo-

sures will be installed to control noise levels. 

This project is scheduled to begin and be com-

pleted in 2022. 

Innes Avenue 
Pedestrian Bridge In 2020, the City implemented an ambitious 

plan to create more outdoor space for people to 

exercise and enjoy the outdoors in a safe way. 

The review of the program highlighted its suc-

cess – with 92% of those surveyed wanting the 

closure to continue, 75% of people reporting they 

are more active, and increased cycling engage-

ment from women and people from Black, Indige-

nous and people of colour communities. Given the 

program’s success, City Council agreed to imple-

ment the program once again. While some traffic 

congestion coordination challenges were raised 

as concerns, I am pleased that we could include 

several improvements for residents, including on 

Lakeshore Blvd and the Allen Road to celebrate 50 

years since its opening.

One motion, which I supported, also called for 

Transportation Services to continue pursuing op-

portunities on Bloor to provide more space for pe-

destrians, cyclists and public transit riders to allow 

for better physical distancing through ActiveTO Ma-

jor Road Closures and Cycling Network Expansion 

Projects, in consultation with local stakeholders.

ActiveTO

Celebrating 100 Years of Earlscourt Park with 
unveiling a new mural in the park by Muse Arts
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We all know that the challenging news right now 

is that the covid-19 pandemic has left so many in 

Davenport hungry. The good news is that if you are 

reading this, YOU can help. 

Oasis’ programs provide food, counselling, social 
and educational support with dignity and respect, in 

good times and in unprecedented ones.  We are re-

sponding to serious challenges right now, including a 

100% increase in visits to our weekly food bank.

By becoming a monthly donor, your tax-deduct-

ible charitable gifts are invested directly into meeting 

urgent needs in your community, and now is the per-

fect time to give. 

Right now, An anonymous donor is matching all 

gifts dollar for dollar, up to $10,000, DOUBLING your 

impact. To learn more, visit oasisdufferin.org/support

A rooster statue has been gifted by the Municipality of Barcelos, Portugal, to the 

City of Toronto to be designed, painted, and displayed in the City’s Little Portugal 
neighbourhood. Five local artists have been selected to participate in the project and 

submitted a rooster maquette, which were on display in Little Portugal for the public to 

weigh in on. On May 10, we held a virtual public consultation where Little Portugal res-

idents got to hear from the artists themselves, and learn more about the significance 
of each piece. On June 10, one of the five artists was selected to create their winning 
design on the full-size rooster, which will be officially showcased this September. 

Oasis Needs YOUR Support To Support 

Our Neighbours

Rooster Project 

COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

In March, we opened the doors to Fatima House, a new women’s shelter, at College Street near 
Dufferin Street. We have truly seen the community and nearby neighbours come together to welcome 

this shelter space and engage with the residents (from a distance of course). Fatima House received 

welcome packages, and even some amazing cards from a nearby school group, Rebel Girls. 

The Community Liason Committee has been great at not only supporting the space, but in pro-

viding information to other neighbours, and truly engaging in the integration of this shelter into our 

community.

This building, operated by Fred Victor Housing, is already housing 25 women but can support 52 

women once the pandemic precautions can be safely lifted. Women using the facility are provided 

with meals, laundry service, mental and physical health supports, support with permanent housing 

plans, social and recreational programming, and referrals to other community services as needed. 

Since becoming the representative of the 

Fairbank and Silverthorn neighbourhoods in 

2018, I have been working to create robust flood 
protections to prevent future floods. 

As part of the Fairbank Silverthorn Storm 

Trunk Project, we are improving and connecting 

sewer tunnels across the greater area. The con-

struction of these new shafts will begin this fall at 

Fairbank Memorial Park. Facilities in the park and 

community centre will not be impacted. 

Tunnelling and installation of the sewer will 

proceed westward in 2022. You can find the lat-
est information on this project at toronto.ca/fair-

bank-silverthorn-trunk-storm-sewer-system.

Fairbank Silverthorn 

Sewer Trunk System 

Update 

Fatima House 

The last year and a half have been a particu-

larly challenging time for our restaurants and bars. 

To support them and allow Torontonians to enjoy a 

meal and support local eateries safely, the City de-

veloped CafeTO, which used curb lanes and side-

walk space for extended patio seating. This year, the 

program returned with many improvements, including 

greater accessibility standards, adding permissions 

for temporary platforms and improving the look and 

customizability of cafes. This summer, I encourage 

you to explore the amazing local restaurants in our 

community by visiting one their patios! More infor-

mation can be found at toronto.ca/cafeto. 

CafeTO

Visiting local cafés with Mayor John Tory last summer
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Throughout this pandemic, we have been asking 

people to stay home. But what if you don’t have one? 
COVID-19 has exposed the reality that housing is 

about more than a place to live. It is about public health 

and the well-being of our communities. That is why the 

HousingTO 2020-2030 housing plan recognizes hous-

ing as a human right. We know that by offering perma-

nent housing solutions instead of emergency shelter 

services, not only are we providing more significant 
support, but it can also be provided at a lesser cost. 

Of course, the City cannot work alone in delivering 

these programs. I have been working closely with the 

Federal and Provincial governments, not-for-profits and 
private enterprises to ensure we can offer the most ro-

bust, all-encompassing service. 

Modular Housing

The Modular Housing Initiative is an innovative and 

cost-effective way to build small-scale infill housing while 
providing a rapid, dignified response to connect people 
experiencing homelessness with homes and appropri-

ate supports to help them achieve housing stability. Our 

housing plan aims to create 1,000 new modular homes in 

Toronto. In 2021 alone, we will produce more than 1,200 

supportive housing units including modular housing. While 

providing stable homes to those most in need, the Modu-

lar Housing initiative is also a much more effective use of 

funds aimed at ending homelessness. 

Initiated in late 2019, the Modular Housing Pro-

gram has already created many new homes across two 

sites with support services for tenants of the buildings. 

The first, one of which is located in our ward at 321 Do-

vercourt Road, has tenants already living in their new 

homes. Four additional sites are currently in the process 

of moving forward with additional locations to follow in 

the coming months. The federal government has pro-

vided much needed financial support, with the City com-

mitting land. It is only through such strong federal sup-

port through the Rapid Housing Initiative that we have 

been able to make significant progress on this initiative. 
The province has also committed much needed op-

erating funding, allowing us to provide services to these 

tenants. While this funding is for supportive housing in 

the short term, we continue to advocate to the province 

for predictable and sustainable financial support 
as we move forward. The City maintains a web-

page which outlines in detail our Modular Hous-

ing Initiative: toronto.ca/modularhousing 

Open Door

In 2016, the City approved the Open Door 

Affordable Housing Program to accelerate af-

fordable housing construction through City finan-

cial contributions, approval fast tracks, and ac-

tivating surplus public lands. Through our 2020 

call for applications, we have secured the cre-

ation of 971 new affordable homes. Since 2016, 

we have secured over 11,000 affordable rental 

units through this program.

Since being elected, I have been advocating 

for the harmonization of sidewalk snow removal 

across the City. This has been a persistent chal-

lenge for many downtown councillors for some 

time. This past winter, our perseverance paid off 

when we finally received City Council’s support 
to advance this issue through a sidewalk snow 

clearing pilot. As our communities have high con-

centrations of pedestrians and seniors, and many 

walk through our neighbourhoods to get to work or 

shop, it is a matter of public safety and equity to 

harmonize this service. This past May, Transporta-

tion Services hosted a public meeting, sharing that 

the new, smaller plows they purchased for the pilot 

can clear 91% of the currently unplowed sidewalks 

of Toronto. As a result of these positive findings 
which supported an expansion of the program, I 

am pleased to share that the City will be moving 

forward with a full harmonization of sidewalk snow 

clearing next winter. I am happy we have been able 

to make progress on this challenging and important 

issue. You can find more information on this pro-

gram at toronto.ca/SidewalkTrial.

Building Supportive and Affordable Housing 

Sidewalk Snow 
Removal 

TORONTO CITY HALL

In fall 2021, ArtworxTO: Toronto’s Year of Pub-

lic Art 2021-2022 will kick-off the City’s new 10-
Year of Public Art Strategy, signalling Toronto’s 
renewed commitment to public art. The program 

will celebrate Toronto’s incredible collection of 
public art and the artists behind it, while creating 

more opportunities for the public to connect and 

engage with the work. Toronto’s commitment to 
this exciting new program underscores a dedica-

tion to the arts sector as an essential component 

of a vibrant city.

ArtworxTO will provide new opportunities for 

both Toronto and international artists to play a lead-

ing role in the development of public art projects 

within the city. The program will work closely with 

artists and Toronto’s key arts institutions to deliver 
major public art projects and commissions from fall 

2021 to fall 2022.

Visit artworxto.ca to learn more about all the 

amazing initiatives and be sure to check out their 

map where you can learn more about all the exist-

ing public art in our community!

2021- Toronto’s Year 
of Public Art 

Community funding can be 

an important tool to advance the 

City’s commitment to reconcilia-

tion and equity. 

They often can reach those 

who do not have the same ac-

cess to information from the City. 

In Ward 9, we have been work-

ing closely with and supporting 

several agencies who serve our 

community. Below you can see a 

list of our local partners.

Organization 2021 City Support

Abrigo Centre $115,525

Christie Ossington Neighbourhood Centre $75,770

Davenport-Perth Neighbourhood and Community Health Centre $95,2500

Dovercourt Boys and Girls Club $58,755

Loyola Arrupe Centre for Seniors $24,320

Opportunity for Advancement $51,660

South Asian Women’s Centre $96,870
The First Portuguese Canadian Cultural Centre $14,910

The Stop Community Food Centre $31,040

Vietnamese Women’s Association of Toronto $67,140

Community Service 
Partnerships Grant Allocation

The work begins on Toronto’s first modular 
housing site - October 2020

There is tons of public art to explore in our community!

Announcing Toronto’s Housing and Homelessness 
Recovery Response Plan - September 2020


