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MESSAGE FROM
BILL SHORTEN
One of the best things about being a Member of
Parliament is I get to visit Canberra so regularly. It has
become a second home. This is why I get so frustrated
at what the Liberals have done to the ACT over the last
six years. The ACT has lost 7,500 Australian Public Service
(APS) jobs since they rolled into town.
From north to south, Canberrans are sick of the cuts
and chaos of this Government. They are sick of this
Government’s consistent attacks on the APS; their refusal
to invest in the ACT; their inaction on climate change;
their indifference to the rising cost of living; their
opposition to same sex marriage; and their demonising
of the disadvantaged.
Canberrans want a Federal Government they can be proud of. They want a
Government which represents their values and understands and addresses the
challenges they face.
I will fight for the ACT so all Canberrans get a fair go.
Labor will stand-up for our APS workers. We will abolish the Liberals’ arbitrary
average staffing level (ASL) cap and reign in wasteful spending on contractors
and consultants.
Labor will invest $200 million towards the second stage of light rail to Woden
and fast-track the process through the Parliamentary Triangle. We will invest
$250 million in the Barton Highway duplication and invest in ACT communities,
from sports facilities in Tuggeranong to ovals in Kippax.
Labor will build a new outpatient clinic at Calvary Public Hospital and a new
palliative care unit at Canberra Hospital. We will upgrade the QEII Family Centre
in Curtin and deliver specialist cancer nursing in Calvary Public Hospital.
We will take real action on climate change. We will deliver 50 per cent renewable
energy Australia-wide by 2030, and one million household batteries by 2025.
By 2030, our goal is for half of all new car sales will be electric. Our Solar Schools
program will cut carbon pollution and energy bills for Canberra schools.
Labor’s tax cuts will help ease family budgets with 52,000 ACT workers better off
under Labor. Our national preschool program will benefit 12,500 kids in the ACT.
All working families earning up to $174,000 will get cheaper child care. We will
create almost 3,200 new university places in the ACT. Our Pensioner Dental Plan
means thousands of ACT pensioners will be able to access $1,000 worth of dental
services every two years.
After six years of the Liberal’s cuts and chaos, our united Labor team is ready.

Bill Shorten

INVESTING IN ACT
JOBS AND
INFRASTRUCTURE
Labor is investing in jobs and infrastructure across the ACT after six
years of cuts and inaction from the Liberals.
Budget papers show none of the Liberals’ promised funding for new
transport projects in the ACT will be spent in the next two years.
And we know that what the Liberals promise on Budget Night, they
never actually deliver. Since they were elected, they have delivered
over $5 billion less nationally than they promised.
Labor will get more projects moving earlier across Australia,
including for the ACT.

Labor’s $200 million investment in light rail
Canberra is our nation’s proud capital and we will make sure this
beautiful city shines and has the right infrastructure to attract new
tourism and economic opportunities. Labor will reduce traffic
congestion for Canberrans on the south side and help meet the
city’s ongoing growth with a $200 million investment towards the
construction of Stage 2 of light rail to Woden. In two decades’ time,
around 210,000 people will live within one kilometre of the Woden
corridor. Instead of being stuck in traffic jams, we want them to get
home quickly so they can spend time with family and friends.
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Labor will also fast-track Federal Parliamentary approval of the Stage
2 light rail route in close consultation with the ACT Government.
The second stage of the ACT’s light rail network extends the line
over Lake Burley Griffin through the Parliamentary Triangle and on
to Woden. Passing through the Parliamentary Triangle means federal
approval is required. This approval will be fast-tracked under Labor so
more Canberrans can access light rail sooner.

Upgrading roads around the ACT
By investing in better connectivity both within the ACT and around
the region, we are helping boost economic opportunities, improve
access to Canberra as a services hub and make it easier for residents
get around.
	Barton Highway duplication: Labor will improve road safety
and reduce traffic congestion by investing almost $250 million
to progress the full duplication of the Barton Highway between
Murrumbateman and the ACT/NSW border. The Barton Highway
is used by 12,500 vehicles a day, including 1,000 trucks.
	Dunns Creek Road: Labor will invest $67.5 million to build the
Dunns Creek Road, a key piece of regional infrastructure for
residents of Jerrabomberra, Googong and Queanbeyan.
National Bike Paths Strategy - Labor will invest $260 million to
upgrade the nation’s cycling paths to encourage more people to ride
bicycles to work or school and capitalise on the rapidly expanding
cycling tourism market.
	
Labor will invest $2.91 million to complete five shared path
projects in Wanniassa, Mitchell, Woden, Belconnen, and the
inner north.

Standing up for the Australian Public Service
Labor is all too aware of the consistent attacks the APS has seen
under the Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison Government, including wage
freezes; attempts to strip hard-won conditions; regressive workplace
relations; and the progressive tightening of the APS bargaining
framework.
Unlike the Liberal’s approach, we believe real wage increases
underpinned by productivity growth and delivered through fair and
genuine negotiations – not cuts to conditions or rights – are more
important in ensuring a dependable APS workforce able to deliver
on a Government’s objectives.
Labor will have an approach to enterprise bargaining and
workplace relations that actually improves the capability of
staff and provides fairness in the workplace, work-life balance
and secure, meaningful jobs.
This is an approach that does not force agencies to strip rights
and conditions.
Our policies will improve efficiency in the APS; end the Liberals’
wasteful spending; and boost service delivery and jobs.
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Labor has developed a suite of polices in relation to the APS,
including:
	
Abolishing the arbitrary ASL cap.
	
Reining in wasteful spending on contractors and consultants.
	
Not proceeding with the remaining 0.5 per cent additional
efficiency dividend next financial year.
	
Adding 1,200 new permanent and full-time Department of
Human Services staff.
	
Reducing spending on travel across the APS by 10 per cent.

Promoting innovation and industry in the ACT
We will support small and medium ACT firms through our $1 billion
Advanced Manufacturing Fund, the Australian Investment Guarantee
and by transforming Australia’s energy systems, delivering lower
energy prices for manufacturers. Businesses will also benefit from
our Research and Development Collaboration Premium for firms
to do more work with the ANU and the University of Canberra,
and the CSIRO.
Labor will also build on our local defence and space industries
through a $20 million investment to establish a Space Industry
Cluster at Jerrabomberra.

More investment in Tuggeranong’s sporting facilities
A Shorten Labor Government will jointly fund an indoor sports facility
in Canberra’s south with the ACT Government. The joint funding of $6
million will provide better local sporting facilities to help Tuggeranong
residents keep active. Federal Labor and the ACT Government have
been working with the Tuggeranong Netball Association on upgrades
to the netball courts in Calwell, including covering the outdoor courts,
which will provide a year-round facility for many Tuggeranong families
involved in the local netball competition.
Expanding and revitalising West Belconnen Ovals
Labor will help boost sporting facilities in the Kippax area and cater
for growing demand in West Belconnen. We will invest $1 million into
Kippax Ovals, including upgrades and improvements to the changing
rooms to make them inclusive for female players. This commitment
will support up to 20 jobs during construction and will be developed
in consultation with the community and align with the Kippax
Masterplan.

ACT community infrastructure
The ACT Government is building fantastic new public paths, footpaths,
cycle ways and other public infrastructure around Lake Burley
Griffin to improve the amenity of central Canberra for tourists and
locals. Federal Labor will work with the ACT Government to ensure
appropriate gift, leasing or land swap arrangements to facilitate
the Lake Burley Griffin land reclamation and deliver more excellent
infrastructure for the ACT.
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Cheaper, cleaner renewable energy
Labor has a detailed Energy Plan and Climate Change Action Plan
to deliver cheaper, cleaner power and take real action to tackle
climate change.
Our plan will build on the important work the ACT Government has
been doing to transition the ACT to a zero emissions future.
50 per cent renewable energy by 2030
Under a Shorten Labor Government, at least 50 per cent of
Australia’s electricity generation will be sourced from renewable
energy by 2030, creating 70,000 new jobs in the process. This will
be driven by new investment in renewable energy generation and
storage, supported by an additional $10 billion in funding for the
Clean Energy Finance Corporation; and a new $5 billion Energy
Security and Modernisation fund. We will transform Australia’s
energy supply systems – delivering more renewables and cheaper
power for all Australians.
Revitalising Canberra’s wetlands
Canberra’s wetlands are beautiful places for Canberrans to get
outdoors and enjoy nature. They provide a habitat for birds and
other wildlife and play a central role in filtering water before it
enters Lake Burley Griffin. A Shorten Labor Government will invest
$1 million in a range of projects, including: building more wetlands;
revegetation and tree planting; science and education programs; and
turning concrete waterways back into natural creeks and river banks.
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Solar schools
A Shorten Labor Government will commit $1 billion to help Australian
schools cut their energy bills and access cleaner energy. Labor
will establish a Solar Schools program to help schools access solar
panels and battery storage. The Solar Schools program will not only
help schools cut their energy costs, but also deliver energy back to
the grid through Virtual Power Plants - driving down electricity bills
for households and businesses and improving system reliability.
Clean transport and infrastructure
A Shorten Labor Government will implement a target of 50 per
cent of new car sales being electric vehicles by 2030; create a
$200 million fund to rollout charging infrastructure across the
country; and introduce responsible vehicle CO2 emissions standards.
The Electric Vehicle Council estimates that switching to an electric
vehicle can deliver annual savings up to $2,300 from reduced fuel
and maintenance costs; while vehicle CO2 emission standards have
been estimated to save motorists over $500 dollars a year in fuel
costs once fully implemented.
Solar and Batteries for Households
Labor will slash power bills, improve grid security and support new
jobs in local industries by setting a new national target of one million
household battery installations by 2025. From 1 January 2020,
Labor will provide a rebate for eligible battery systems at a rate of
$500 per kilowatt hour of battery capacity, capped at $2,000 for
households with a gross annual income of less than $180,000.
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FAIR SHARE FOR
ACT HOSPITALS
Labor will reverse the Liberals’ cuts to hospitals; end the six year
Medicare freeze; and invest in ACT hospitals, because good health
care should depend on your Medicare card, not your credit card.
Dollar for dollar, the cost of a visit to the doctor has risen more
in the ACT than in any other state or territory over the past five
years. Canberrans know what it’s like to put off necessary medical
appointments because of the cost.
Under the Liberals, access to health care has become less and less
fair. The Liberals cut $19 million from hospitals in the ACT. Labor will
reverse the cuts and properly invest in ACT hospitals, including:
	A new outpatient clinic at Calvary Public Hospital in Bruce
giving residents of the ACT and southern NSW better access to
specialist appointments. This new $10 million clinic will deliver
timely care for a range of common specialties and will lead to
improved health outcomes for patients who need surgery.
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	A new palliative care in-patient unit at Canberra hospital. This
$6 million unit will give the hospital better capacity to provide
critical care for patients as they reach the end of their lives.
	Upgrade to the QEII Family Centre in Curtin. This $4 million
upgrade will provide in-patient support to women experiencing
post-natal difficulties, such as breastfeeding problems or if they
have a baby with special needs.

Medicare Cancer Plan
	Labor’s $2.8 billion Medicare Cancer Plan will dramatically
slash out-of-pocket costs for cancer patients.
	A new specialist nurse in Calvary Public Hospital in Bruce
for metastatic cancers will help patients and their families
through their often-complex cancer journeys.

Labor’s Pensioner Dental Plan
A Shorten Labor Government will invest $2.4 billion in our Pensioner
Dental Plan, giving up to three million Australians access to free
dental care and taking the next step towards Labor’s vision for
universal access to dental care in Australia.
Under Labor’s Pensioner Dental Plan, more than 32,000 ACT age
pensioners and Seniors Health Care Card holders will be able to
access up to $1,000 worth of dental services every two years.
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INVESTING IN
QUALITY EDUCATION
IN THE ACT
Labor is investing in schools, TAFE, apprenticeships and universities in the
ACT because a quality education will prepare our young Canberrans for
the future.

Two years of preschool for every child
Labor will fund and extend the national preschool program so it covers
three and four-year-olds. This will benefit around 12,500 three and fouryear olds in the ACT. In delivering this plan we will work with the ACT
Government to align our investment with their planned roll out of universal
three-year-old preschool.

Schools funding
Labor will provide an extra $14 billion over ten years, delivering the biggest
school investment in Australian history, and reversing the Liberals’ cuts.
A Shorten Labor Government will deliver an extra $57 million for the ACT
under Labor’s Fair Go For Schools policy in the first three years from 2020.

Build better TAFE
TAFE is the backbone of our vocational education system and has a proud
history skilling and re-skilling generations of Australians. The Liberals cut
more than $3 billion from TAFE. They closed campuses and allowed dodgy
for-profit providers to gouge the system.
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Many of the fastest-growing industries and sectors need TAFEqualified workers. That is why Labor will waive upfront fees for
100,000 TAFE students. To make sure that TAFE is there for the
next generation, Labor will invest $200 million in TAFE upgrades
and guarantee public TAFE receives at least two thirds of public
vocational education funding.
Labor will invest $4 million in CIT in Canberra to build a cyber
security training centre to prepare the next generation of workers
who will combat the emerging threats to online government service
delivery.

Create more apprenticeships
Going to TAFE or completing an apprenticeship is a great way to
get a rewarding job and build a fantastic career. Nine out of every
ten jobs in the coming years is likely to need a TAFE or university
qualification. Labor will deliver 150,000 additional Apprentice
Incentives in areas of skill shortages – reversing the decline that has
occurred under the Liberal government.
In addition, Labor will support 10,000 young Australians to do a
pre-apprentice program to prepare them for an apprenticeship and
provide support for 20,000 workers to retrain through an Advanced
Adult Apprenticeship.
No one should be locked out of a secure and prosperous future.
That is why Labor will ensure that 1 in every 10 jobs on major
Commonwealth funded infrastructure and Defence projects is an
apprenticeship.

More university places
The Liberals have cut $60 million from universities in the ACT. Labor
will end the Liberals’ cap on Commonwealth supported university
places and help 200,000 more young Australians graduate from
university over the next decade - including over 3,200 students in
the ACT.

Providing pathways for ACT students to get to university
Labor will allocate $174 million to a University Equity and Access
fund to help Australians from all backgrounds get an opportunity
to go to university. This includes reaching out to disadvantaged
communities, underrepresented groups and people from rural and
regional areas get the benefit of a university education.
This will provide new opportunities for Canberrans and help
students from across the country to study at Canberra’s world-class
universities, including by establishing an Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Entrepreneurs Program at the University of Canberra.

Better universities
Labor’s $300 million University Future Fund will deliver important
upgrades for Australia’s universities.
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EASING PRESSURE
ON FAMILY BUDGETS
Labor understands that the cost of everything is going up, and costof-living pressures on families are growing. Labor has a plan to ease
pressure on family budgets.

Fairer tax cuts for working Canberrans
52,000 workers in the ACT will be better off under Labor.
Labor can pay for better tax cuts for Canberrans – without the
Liberals’ cuts to schools and hospitals – because of our reform
decisions to make multinationals pay their fair share and close tax
loopholes used by the top end of town.

Cutting childcare costs
A Shorten Labor Government will deliver massive cost of living relief
for nearly one million families struggling with the costs of childcare.
From July next year, Labor will put more money back in working
parents’ pockets for ACT families – slashing up to $2,100 per child
off their annual child care bill.
Every single working family in the ACT earning up to $174,000 will
get cheaper child care under Labor. And if your household income is
under $69,000, your child care will be as good as free.

Cap private health insurance premium increases
Hikes in private health insurance premiums put pressure on family
budgets. That is why Labor will cap the annual price increases of
private health insurance at 2 per cent for two years and hold a
comprehensive review into the private health system, with a focus on
improving affordability and value for consumers.

Supporting those in the ACT suffering financial hardship
Emergency relief organisations support vulnerable Australians who
have nowhere else to turn by providing assistance like food hampers;
transport vouchers; and financial assistance. Labor will reverse
the Liberals’ cuts to emergency relief organisations and provide
a much-needed funding top-up to the sector. Labor will provide
further funding over the next four years to the emergency relief
organisations that work in the ACT including:
	
$30,000 to Communities@Work to deliver services across
the ACT.
	
$26,000 to the Migrant and Refugee Settlement Services of
the ACT to deliver services across the ACT.
	
$18,000 to the YWCA to deliver services across the ACT.
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$35,000 to the Companion House Assisting Survivors of Torture
and Trauma to deliver services across the ACT.
Labor will also provide further funding to larger emergency relief
organisations over the next four years that work in the ACT as well
as other parts of the country, including:
	
$363,000 to Society of St. Vincent De Paul to deliver services
across ACT and parts of NSW.
	
$66,000 to Anglicare NSW South, NSW West and ACT to
deliver services across ACT and parts of NSW.
	
$3 million to the Salvation Army to deliver services across the
ACT, NSW and Queensland.
A Shorten Labor Government will ensure all Canberrans have help
navigating the tax system by helping fund the University of Canberra
Tax Clinic. Labor will commit $150,000 a year to the University of
Canberra Tax Clinic as part of our expansion of 10 tax clinics around
Australia.
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STAND UP
FOR WORKERS
Restore penalty rates
Labor will legislate to reverse the cuts to penalty rates in our first
100 days of government. This will benefit up to 28,000 ACT workers.
And we will change the law to make sure they can’t be cut for
anyone again.

Act on job security
We will legislate to give casual workers the right to request
permanent employment after 12 months with the same employer,
and provide workers with a right to challenge an employer who
unreasonably refuses such a request.

Crack down on dodgy labour hire
Labor will introduce laws to ensure that workers employed through
a labour hire company get the same pay and conditions as people
employed directly.

Tradie Pay Guarantee
We will implement a Tradie Pay Guarantee to ensure subbies get
paid on time, and create the Tradie Litigation Fund to ensure
regulators take more dodgy bosses to court for not paying
contractors.
For more information about these, or other Labor policies, visit:
www.FairGoActionPlan.org.au
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