
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rt Hon Theresa May MP 

Prime Minister 

House of Commons 

London 

SW1A 0AA 

 

26 January 2017 

 

Dear Theresa 

UCAS-STYLE SYSTEM FOR TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

I was pleased to see the Cabinet meeting in the North-West earlier this week to promote the 

publication of the Government’s Building Our Industrial Strategy Green Paper. 

As the UK begins the process of leaving the European Union, it is vital that we have a plan 

that strengthens and develops our different industries, and crucially spreads growth and 

opportunities across the whole country, not just London and the South East.  

Crucial to this is developing a proper system of technical education. For those young people 

who choose not to go university, the route to apprenticeships or training can be complex and 

confusing. It doesn’t work for either individuals or employers. 

I was therefore particularly pleased to see your Government adopt my policy of a UCAS-

style system for apprenticeships. As your Green Paper says “effective information and 

support should be available for everyone – regardless of their education and training 

choices.” I couldn’t have put it better myself. 

Indeed, when I first proposed this policy as Shadow Education Secretary back in 2011 I said I 

want all young people who aspire to apprenticeships to have the same clarity, ambition and 

sense of purpose as those who aspire to go to university. 

As Labour’s candidate to be Mayor of Greater Manchester, I have put reforming technical 

education at the heart of my campaign. In recent weeks I have begun discussions with the 

Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce about how we might introduce a UCAS-style 

system in our city-region. 

In Greater Manchester, we are well placed to pilot such an initiative given the strong political 

and business support that already exists, and given our crucial role in the Northern 

Powerhouse. 



I would welcome the opportunity to talk to your officials about what funding and support 

could be made available to help implement this system in Greater Manchester, and make 

good on the Government’s welcome new commitment to technical education. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

 

ANDY BURNHAM 

 

 


