
 

May 18, 2020 
 
 
Attention Director of the USDA: 
 
We are Janelle Babington and Penny Eims, animal welfare petitioners with 
AnimalVictory.org. We are sending you a petition which we created in an effort to 
bring about an end to the high-speed pig slaughter program. The issue is bigger 
than the obvious cruelty that goes hand in hand with killing an estimated 1300+ pigs per 
hour. There is documented evidence that the pigs suffer greatly before they are killed. 
Inside of the slaughterhouses, outright cruelty has been observed, from pigs being 
kicked, beaten, shocked and dragged - to improper stunning methods leaving still alive 
pigs to suffer inside of scalding tanks.  
 
But the high-speed slaughter program is more than the suffering of pigs. Right now, in 
the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic, workers at slaughterhouses are becoming infected 
at an alarming rate. A USDA inspector observed conditions inside of slaughterhouses 
indicating that they are unsanitary and dangerous to the people working there. From a 
USDA inspector's report: 
 
Noncompliance records (NRs) for zero tolerance standards, including those for 
fecal contamination, increased at QPP under HIMP. I am aware that pigs’ feces 
can transmit a 
host of diseases to humans, including Campylobacter spp., Salmonella spp., 
Listeria 
monocytogenes, Escherichia coli (E. coli), Cryptosporidium parvum, and Giardia 
lamblia, some 
of which can be fatal. 
 
Given these conditions, is there any wonder as to why slaughterhouse workers are 
falling ill with Covid-19? Not only are these people at risk of dying from the horrid 
conditions they are subjected to inside of slaughterhouses, but the entire food supply 
chain for our country is being put at risk. 
 

http://www.animalvictory.org/?e=f9a294e461134def1634d7d1a9460547&utm_source=animalvictoryorg&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=detroit_police_department&n=1&test_email=1


Over 14,500 people have signed our petition asking for this high-speed slaughter 
program to be halted. It is dangerous, unsanitary, and cruel and it must stop. We look 
forward to hearing back from you to address our concerns. Thank you for your time and 
consideration. 

https://www.animalvictory.org/pigs_beaten_shocked_and_dragged_-
_sign_to_stop_high_speed_slaughter_program 

 

 
Very Sincerely, 
 
Janelle Babington and Penny Eims 
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