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Land Acknowledgement

For more information on land acknowledgements in the 
City of Toronto, please visit: 

https://www.toronto.ca/city-government/accessibility-
human-rights/indigenous-affairs-office/land-
acknowledgement/



Agenda

1. Welcome 15 mins
2. Project Overview 30 mins
3. Next Steps & Getting Involved 15 mins
4. Question & Answer 30 mins



Purpose of Tonight’s Meeting

Introduce and explain the West Annex 
Heritage Project (WAHP) and its goals

Provide information about opportunities to 
participate in the WAHP

Answer questions about the WAHP



Project Team and Guests

Annex Residents Association (ARA)
Project Lead

Archaeological Services Inc. (ASI)
Project Consultants (hired by the ARA)

Maximum City
Project Facilitation (hired by the ARA)

Members of the Media
Elected Representatives
Councillor Mike Layton



Discussion and Zoom Guide

• Please mute your microphones

• Notes are being taken but the meeting is not 
being recorded

• Cameras on/off is a personal choice (off may be 
better for connectivity)

• There are 3 poll questions within the presentation

• Please hold any other questions and discussion 
for after the presentation, when you can ask 
questions verbally or by typing them in the chat



Operating Values

• Come with curiosity and an open mind
• Place trust in the process
• Give space and take space
• Balance air time
• Respect is our guide
• We are wiser together



What is the West Annex 
Heritage Project?



Participant Poll 1

(Zoom Poll)

The West Annex neighbourhood is 
defined roughly as the area 

west of Bedford to Bathurst, and north 
of Bloor to Dupont.

Do you live in the West Annex 
neighbourhood?



Project Phases

Historical Research and Draft Historical Context 
Statement Draft 

Heritage Survey Activities

Final Historical Context Statement Activities

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Project began in June 2021 and will continue until 
September 2022



Why is this project important?

• This project provides the historical research and 
property inventory required for a full Heritage 
Conservation District (HCD) study and plan, to be 
conducted by the Heritage Planning Department of 
the City of Toronto. 

• It is a necessary first step on the road to creating an 
official HCD for the West Annex.



Historical Context Statement
The development of a comprehensive 
Historical Context Statement will capture the 
social, economic, and cultural history of the 
neighbourhood, putting the contemporary 
form and character of the area within its 
historical context. 

The Historical Context Statement will present: 
• an historical overview, from early Indigenous land use to 

the present
• graphic timeline
• the evolution of architectural style within the context of 

the development of the West Annex as a distinct area
• key building types, eras, and historical themes
• the contemporary form and character of the area through 

the key themes and significant periods of its historical 
evolution



Heritage Survey Activities

All properties and buildings within the West 
Annex Phase II study area will be inventoried 
through field survey and desktop research.

The Heritage Survey will collect: 
• basic property information such as address and current 

heritage status
• historical information about the property such as architect, 

if known, and date range of construction
• architectural information about the property such as 

architectural style and construction materials
• qualities of the streetscape such as tree canopy and 

setbacks
• contextual information such as views and relationships to 

other properties



What will the project result in?

• An understanding of the 
themes present in the West 
Annex and the historical 
evolution of the neighbourhood

• Individual property information 
to support future studies

• Recommendations to ensure 
the wise use, management and 
protection of known or 
potential cultural heritage 
resources



When did the West Annex develop?

1878 1910



When did the West Annex develop?

1892



How has the West Annex changed over time?

1956 19921924



Themes Being Explored

Natural Environment
• Taddle Creek and network 

of streams
• Natural topography 
• Endurance of mature trees 

throughout the 
neighbourhood



Themes Being Explored

Urban Environment
• Transition from settlement lots to residential subdivisions 

– influenced by neighbouring developments (Seaton 
Village and Yorkville) 

• Intensive residential development in the late nineteenth/early 
twentieth century following the establishment of “The Toronto 
Annex”

• Second wave of construction with infill properties c. 1920-1950
• Third wave of development through introduction of mid-rise and 

high-rise apartment buildings.



Themes Being Explored

Transportation and Infrastructure 
Networks

• Influence of transit lines and location of 
stations on development

• Spadina Expressway
• Infrastructure networks also include 

sewer and watermain systems; power 
generation and distribution

Industry and Manufacturing
• Any significant economic activities within 

the West Annex neighbourhood?
• Primarily centered on small-scale 

manufacturing in food industries



Themes Being Explored

Governance and Civic Administration
• Impacts of politicians and groups in the 

governance and administration of Ward 5

Civic Institutions
• Educational buildings, recreational buildings 

and spaces, public works
• Influence of the University of Toronto on 

building use and demographics



Themes Being Explored

Community and Culture
• Diversity of groups, clubs and organizations that 

have shaped the development of the community 
and cultural life within the neighbourhood

• ARA as well as other advocacy groups such as 
the Annex Women’s Action Committee

• Therafields
• Also includes religious groups and affiliations

People and Places
• Indigenous peoples, individuals, landmarks, 

specific properties or groups of properties and 
structures that have had a significant role in 
establishing or maintaining the culture and 
community of the West Annex neighbourhood



Participant Poll 2

(Zoom Poll)

How did you find out about tonight’s meeting?
Select all that apply.



Next Steps for Community Engagement

• A copy of this presentation, summary report of 
this meeting, and project updates will be hosted 
on the ARA website (theara.org)

• Promoting awareness of the project broadly 

• Focus groups in the fall and spring 

• October 12th 7-9pm 

• Additional potential dates TBD

• Other possible tools include a walkshop

https://www.theara.org/


Future Engagement Opportunities

Heritage Focus Group Meeting #1
• to solicit community input and information on the history of the 

study area and its important themes, including a presentation of 
initial findings. 

Heritage Focus Group Meeting #2
• to solicit community input on the heritage survey and findings 

and present a summary of the draft Historical Context Statement 
and key themes of the study area, with identified properties 
organized by theme and typology. 

October 2021

March 2022

Please email info@theara.org to express your interest 
in the focus groups or to receive project updates

mailto:info@theara.org


Participant Poll 3

(Zoom Poll)

Future focus groups to provide input on the project will 
take place in the fall and spring.

If you are interested in participating in a 
future focus group about the WAHP, 
what is your preferred meeting time?



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a Heritage 
Conservation District (HCD)?

What is the desired 
outcome for this project?

Will this project result in the 
designation of my property or 

neighbourhood?

You can read more FAQs about the project at theara.org

ARA West Annex Heritage Project FAQ (direct link)

Your question

http://theara.org/
https://www.theara.org/west_annex_hcd_faqs


Question & Answer

• Come with curiosity and an 
open mind

• Place trust in the process

• Give space and take space

• Balance air time

• Respect is our guide

• We are wiser together

Please use the Zoom raise hand tool or type 
your questions in the chat.

To submit questions in writing after the 
meeting please contact info@theara.org with 
the subject: West Annex.

mailto:info@theara.org


Thank You

A reminder that a copy of this 
presentation and summary 
report of this meeting will be 
available on the ARA website, 
theara.org

Albany Ave and Wells St, 1920 [COTA] 

http://theara.org/
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