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Avenue Road (Stroad?) Re-Imagined
 

Well you can’t say we’re in the business of presenting problems rather than
solutions! Kudos to the Avenue Road Safety Coalition (in which the ARA –
through the determined efforts of Albert Koehl, Henry Wiercinski, and Blake
Connoy – is a significant player) for its simply visionary work in presenting a plan
to the City for dealing with the vexing problem of Avenue Road.

Avenue Road has often been mocked for being a tautology  -- an avenue? A
road? Both? An old joke suggests that a British-born city planner once said,
“Let’s ‘av a new road.” But it’s likely the roadway was named an “avenue” as a
nod to the elegance of the trees that initially lined its route. Oh dear. Those trees
are long gone due to City efforts to accommodate cars – not pedestrians – back
in the 50s. If you want to see historic photos of the roadway, then just go to this
site.

A Stunning New Design Concept

Working with architects James Brown and Kim Storey – who freely donated their
time for work on the project – the coalition produced a compelling plan for how
the avenue could be reimagined to make a more liveable, humane streetscape.
An article in the Toronto Star by Ben Spurr summarized the initiative brilliantly.
He quotes our Councillor, Mike Layton, as saying this plan “is the type of project
that we shouldn’t be afraid to undertake as a city.”

Oh yes indeed. We should be implementing this wonderful plan. But do we have
the courage?

http://www.theara.org/?e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_28_pdf&n=1&test_email=1
https://www.theara.org/r?u=5_8kuQ9re4h07m2eAd5xv0gEgKHI_BWW1UXm8ep20AnUbriMe64sz9IzQRp7Ui3LGIZE2w-_RZP0n07PjdweswM3IK0p_6hS2DSTqcxUlUXfDflKNWffZrssalgoCTnh&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_28_pdf&n=2&test_email=1
https://www.theara.org/r?u=x7qo17qR1Kb0lLg85yQYfAbXTC6Z7wxyptuSZemzKnGwZjWi-_ZjtJhtbxlO5BRvK69hLq0gI6UKDD1EV7tULnOE01SzHxGs5GvYXJtroPVO07oHTWi21b5yjc1yeJENPQ2DCGkfy24VRZrhOk6D-_BDf0kA4-q9vskPrAHYN32O7fyOB7TqrF8HD7O4dgFI&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_28_pdf&n=3&test_email=1


To quote Eliza Doolittle: “Wouldn’t it be “loverly?” The idea of wide sidewalks,
expanded green space, and calmer traffic is seductive. Now if only we could
summon the collective civic will to achieve this!

 

The mindset was quite the opposite in 1959 when the road was widened.
Drivers, not pedestrians, were the favoured class. As a result, Avenue Road
between Bloor and St Clair is currently what one urban thinker would define as a
“stroad.” According to the theory, “Stroads are streets that are designed like
roads, and in doing so, fail at being good at either one. They are too sprawling
and hostile to be good streets, and they are too busy and complicated to be
good roads. Stroads are inefficient, unsafe, expensive, and ugly.” You can learn
more about this concept originating from the Netherlands by watching this
video. (Hats off to our web designer, Johan Harteveld, for providing the link.)

 

Aki Wiidookaagewin (Ontario Earth Helpers)
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Another initiative that has received strong support from the ARA during the past
year has been the eco-restoration of Paul Martel Park. Under the guidance of
professional gardener Paul Richard, a small but dedicated Aboriginal team has
laboured to ensure that Paul Martel’s initial design and intent has been
maintained and revived.

Promoting Aboriginal Culture

Named Aki Wiidookaagewin (Ontario Earth Helpers) by Elder Jacque Lavalley,
the group intends to go well beyond simple restoration. It wants the Aboriginal
community and Annex residents to work together to heal and care for the park
and, as a result, for the park to become a bold and productive interface between
the two communities for truth and reconciliation and healing.  

The Earth Helpers have already started as you can see from even a quick visit to
the park. There’s the Community Medicine Circle and Teaching Garden which has
been the site of cultural activities by Waabaande Mi'ingun Kwe (Wolf Women
Singers) and their Knowledge Keeper Phyllis McKenna. There’s sweet tobacco,
grown from seed and planted by Wigwamen Grandmother Donelda Ashkewe in
the Medicine Garden.  Native Youths and Wigwamen Terrace seniors planted
corn, beans, and squash in the newly constructed cedar planter.

A Cornucopia of Native Plants

Over 1200 grasses and wildflowers were grown from seed and then planted by
project participants in the four habitat exhibits: tall grasses, meadow, wetland,
and shady woodland. Hundreds more native plants were purchased while others
were donated by area residents. Some have magical names like “Pearly
Everlasting” and “Dense Blazing Star” while others are more descriptive like
“Turtlehead” and “Button Bush.” You can read a more complete (but still by no
means comprehensive) list of plants in Paul’s official report on this year’s
achievements.

The team’s long-term plan for the park is in tourism development. This is in
keeping with exhibits in cities as disparate as Tucson Arizona or Miami Beach
where travellers can discover a small garden of native plants in the tourist and
cultural districts.  In addition, the park is ideally positioned to become a “Living
Museum” that supplements the Ontario natural history exhibits at the nearby
Royal Ontario Museum.

https://www.theara.org/r?u=x7qo17qR1Kb0lLg85yQYfAbXTC6Z7wxyptuSZemzKnGwZjWi-_ZjtJhtbxlO5BRvK69hLq0gI6UKDD1EV7tULsmKVybOJEXBEwsfMGrnznNzNOJlVHRi3DC7R0hYymhUFMvxpWQndyDHHB_F72ivzNmyTbnHBnvB9TOCEm4VtixalGbEBUKKkqW-uWpXzd_BJIrnfSN8rAqa55dZ5wy98g&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=july_28_pdf&n=5&test_email=1


Donelda Ashkewe and Paul Richard enjoy a moment of rest in the park.

First Nations Anishnaabe, Joseph Sagaj, one of Canada’s most celebrated
Indigenous artists, is currently working on designs for a competition sponsored
by the Bloor Annex BIA for a mural on the brick wall at the rear of the park.



Vandals subsequently destroyed the fencing set to protect the wetlands habitat
in the park. Paul is hoping the community will come together to support the
eco-restoration and will perhaps be asking for volunteers to help nurture the
plants and weed the habitats.

 

Notes & Queries
In Praise of the Green Bin

Loading up and taking out the green bin is no one’s favourite task. Pity even
more so the poor collectors who deal with that smelly organic waste, especially
on hot summer days. But now the off-putting odor doesn’t seem quite such a
negative. Last week, Mayor Tory announced that the City will start producing
renewable gas (RNG) from the green bin waste and injecting it into the natural
gas grid rather than burning it off and dumping tonnes of carbon into the
atmosphere. You can read about the project by clicking on this link. It’s one of
the first of its kind in North America – so the next time you toss in those
vegetable peelings and plate scrapings, stand proud.
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Update on 6 Walmer

We were all delighted when last year 6 Walmer was finally put under wraps to
protect it during restoration. The initial plan was for completion some time in
February. But such end dates are legendarily moving targets. Recently several
readers have noticed with alarm the gaping holes at the top of the structure. We
reached out to Councillor Layton’s office who received the following progress
report from the lead architect on the project:

Upper-level window (south elevation) reframed, and masonry arch rebuilt
Repointing is 75% complete (mortar delivery was 10 weeks delayed)
The interior structural reinforcement has been installed
Rear dormer on the main roof has been removed, opening infilled
Rear roof, replacement of deteriorated components – joists, sill plates as
needed, decking repaired/replaced as required
Rear chimney (at gable) rebuilt
Front porch – piers rebuilt; new lower deck complete – upper deck in
progress

The City was advised that because there were equipment and material delays
due to a shortage resulting from COVID-19, the work won't be completed until
late next month. And that's an excuse that for once we DO believe!



 

Accessing Our New Website

First of all, thank you so much to everyone who has reached out to compliment
us on our new website. We’re pretty pleased – in fact rather puffed with pride.
But there was a bit of deflation when two readers wrote to say they were unable
to enter the site. It turns out that if you’re using an iPhone or iPad and haven’t
cleared the memory of pages previously accessed, your device is going to tell
you that our site – www.theara.org – can’t be found. So if you’re having trouble,
please try removing cookies, bookmarks, past pages visited – anything in your
cache that could make your device hang on to an out-of-date address for our
web pages. And then go ahead, input the url, and enjoy the new look and
information.

 

Stormwater Charge to Be Studied
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It was apparently much against Mayor Tory’s wishes, but Councillor Layton
prevailed last week in successfully moving that City staff study the viability of
assessing stormwater fees against businesses and homeowners alike whose
property includes large expanses of hard surface (think parking lots). This charge
would be levied in addition to regular water usage fees as one means of
financing flood protection measures. Shawn Micallef wrote an especially
insightful article on the subject for the Toronto Star that you can read by clicking
here. As he points out, we all need to do our part in protecting against flooding
in the city.

July 8, 2013: Photographer Frank Gunn caught this image of a woman getting
back into her car after testing the flood waters on Lakeshore West where her car
was just one of many that had stalled to a halt. Stormwater flooding has only
increased in the interim.  Source: Canadian Press & Global News.

Joseph B Tyrrell Park

It was adult-sized backhoes and dump trucks that were at play in Joseph Burr
Tyrrell Park and Playground yesterday morning as City crews began the long-
awaited renovation to the site. In fact, it was a full year ago that we first wrote
about this secluded greenspace just north of Bloor between Dalton and
Brunswick. Construction is scheduled to continue until approximately October
15, 2021. Visit the project webpage if you’d like to view the final design.
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We featured Joseph Burr Tyrrell and his eponymous park and playground in the
July 22, 2020, ARA newsletter. You can track that issue down by going to our
website at: https://www.theara.org/news. Click on “newsletter archives” and take
it from there.

 

 

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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