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Alea Iacta Est
 

Alea iacta est said Julius Caesar as he crossed the Rubicon -- and alea iacta est it
is for sure for us here at the ARA. As promised, we made the major shift in web
platforms over the weekend – a shift that has been nearly a year in the planning.
And if you’re reading these words – a mighty hurrah! – it means we’ve pulled it
off. Kudos in particular to our super volunteer, Johan Harteveld, for having made
this happen.

Security and Email Upgrades

One change you might notice – beyond the new newsletter format, of course – is
the upgrade in security. That means that our newsletter shouldn’t be either
landing in your junk mail (as has apparently happened to several of our
members in the past) or causing your system to throw a hissy fit and advise you
not to open the message.

We’ve also streamlined the process for reaching out to us here at the ARA. For
the moment we’ve combined all 16 (!) of our previous email addresses into a
single channel: info@theara.org.  The redoubtable Micky Fraterman will be
fielding these messages as they arrive and deploying them to the appropriate
ARA officer. (Note: the more focused your subject line, the better the chances
your message will end up asap in the correct inbox.)

A Brand New Website

You might not have visited the ARA website for some time, but we’re really
proud of the new look Johan has given us. The web pages have been updated
and revised, and now it’s even possible to find past editions of this newsletter
online. Of course, there’ll be a time lag – you have to be a member to get the
most up-to-date news. But if you’re searching for an issue from a month or so
ago – you should be able to find it via our site. Also online are the most recent
project position statements produced by our Planning and Development
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committee and approved by the Board. Plus news about upcoming events and
more.

But the fact is that none of this could have happened without the support of our
community. Your engagement, enthusiasm, and concern for life in the Annex,
your outreach and comments, your response to pleas for help – whether in
supporting the fight against a proposed development or submitting photos for
our competitions – has encouraged us to keep moving forward. As the footer on
our website says -- We are a non-profit organization 100% run by volunteers –
and your interest and commitment through maintaining active membership
sustains and inspires us. Thank you!

That was then:

This is now:

Requiesce in pace
It had been standing for well over a hundred years, but it took just twenty-four
hours to bring down 114 Avenue Road. As we reported last week, there were
plans to dismantle the façade, brick by numbered brick, but alas such careful
disassembly was not to be.
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Our P+D co-chairs, Henry Wiercinski and Edward Leman, recorded the action on
Wednesday from the vantage of their front row seats at the coffee house on the
opposite side of Avenue Road. They watched through the day as the crew
executed Part I of the demolition, removing the most damaged parts but
keeping the main façade plus a significant portion of the north return wall. The
process was neither easy nor fast as you can tell from this video. The crew
worked deliberately and slowly, stopped and started, surveyed and consulted, all
the while standing at a safe distance from the obviously sagging structure.

Part II Defeated

Part II – the delicate dismantling and inventory of the façade – was meant to
take place the next day. This first required the removal of the main girder that
supported the stump of the building that remained. But as soon as the excavator
pulled on the obviously damaged beam, the building gave way and collapsed in
an uncontrolled demolition. No wonder the consulting engineers had refused to
allow personnel on the site and permitted them to work only from a distance.

In something of a minor miracle, the crew was able to save one of the stained-
glass windows. They also recovered a significant amount of masonry from the
front façade by sorting through the rubble by hand. The brick is securely
bundled in plastic and resting on a skid as the construction crew awaits
instruction. Sierra developers will now be dealing with Heritage about what
should be integrated into the new building.

The Good News

There is at least some good news: The modern storefront (dare we say
carbuncle?) and non-heritage later addition to the back of 110 Avenue Road will
both be removed, allowing 110 and 112 Avenue Road to be fully restored to
their former glorious selves.  The developers at Sierra have worked hard to
minimize the amount of heritage loss caused by the problem they inherited. We
are confident they will do their best to preserve the spirit of this unique
streetscape and are grateful for their sensitivity to the site.  
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Notes & Queries
A Sisyphean Struggle



Anyone who was ready to celebrate the adoption of the report on multi-tenant
housing last week was met with disappointment – AGAIN. Mayor Tory moved to
defer the vote until Council’s September meeting on the grounds that there
were simply not enough votes to win approval. And in the face of certain defeat,
Councillor Layton reluctantly agreed. This will be the nineteenth (!) time this
issue has come before Council and failed to pass. It seems that suburban
Councillors led by Denzil Minnan Wong are intransigent in their refusal to
legalize such housing in their wards – despite the need for affordable housing
across the city.

Waiting to Go Off-leash?

The long awaited off-leash area (OLA) is finally under construction at Huron
Street Playground. The proposed OLA will be small – only 300 square metres
(that’s around 3200 square feet for those of us who still live in the land of
Imperial measures). Despite the small footprint, plans include new fencing with
entrance gates, new surfacing, benches and seating elements, and even a water
fountain with dog bowl. You can read the report at https://www.toronto.ca/city-
government/planning-development/construction-new-facilities/new-parks-
facilities/huron-st-playground-dog-off-leash-area/. Click on “Project Updates” to
see the site plan for what’s coming.

 

Carbon Monoxide Alarm

All looked perfectly normal at 74 Spadina Road when we passed by a week ago.
No sign that the lower-floor tenants had been rousted the day before from their
units and left to brave the torrential rains as firefighters swarmed the scene –
ladder trucks, a gigantic fan, the works. We ran into tenant Benjamin Walsh the
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next morning walking his dog, and he supplied us not only with intel but also
the photo below taken from his upper balcony (many thanks, Ben!). Apparently
two labourers working with equipment down in the basement area had
succumbed to fumes and the fire department was hastily called in. It took more
than two hours before officials declared the building freed of carbon monoxide
and safe for re-entry.

Back in Business!

Sandra Shaul alerted us to the return last week of the firefighters to Station 344
on Howland after a year-plus of renovations. Paul, pictured below, said the crew
was happy to be back in their old home after months serving down at Exhibition
Place. But when we opined that finally the firehall basement must be
comfortably dry, Paul told us the ugly news. Those torrential rains last weekend
did their work – and water seeped back into the building.  The mighty Taddle can
be suppressed for only so long.

 

Vandalism at Paul Martel Park

The recent eco-restoration of Paul Martel Park is nothing short of breathtaking. If
you haven’t already done so, do go to admire the incredible work done by Paul
Richard and his team. More about that project in next week’s newsletter. But we
were shocked to discover this past Monday that vandals had broken up the
newly-placed fencing set to protect the delicate wetlands area of the park. It
seems that a neighbourhood watch program is in order.

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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