
This Week in the Annex:
 September 08, 2021

Mark Your Calendars!
After the relative lethargy of August and the energizing start of the new school
year, our ARA calendar is beginning to fill up. Two key September dates to keep
in mind for virtual meetings:

Re-Inventing Avenue Road:

Monday September 13, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM   See the plans, meet the
architects. Hear how you can help make this happen. Councillors Layton and
Matlow will attend. Hosted by ARSC. Register here.                

The West Annex Heritage Project:

Thursday September 23, 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM  If you care about heritage in the
Annex and want learn more about our project, then please come to our
Community Information Meeting. Register here.

 

Guest Spot: Bernard Gardens
The following plea for support was sent to the ARA by John Sakeris of Bernard
Avenue. We thought you would be interested in hearing his story of
neighbourhood enterprise and resolve -- and perhaps also take the time to
petition the powers-that-be on behalf of the "First Block Association." –Ed.

The First Block Association

My partner Rufus Dickinson and I bought on Bernard in 1985 and have long
been involved in the tightly knit group that comprises the First Block Association
of Bernard. Al Heisey was the man who began calling our block “Bernard
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Gardens” and was the catalyst for many of the changes that we achieved on our
little street. In fact, he was affectionately called the "Blockhead," an unfortunate
title that I later inherited!

In the early 80's the sidewalks on Bernard were treated as parking spots by the
customers visiting the flower stores that line Avenue Road. We successfully
lobbied the City to install bollards to prevent that hazardous practice. And then
our sights turned to the wide strips of paved-over tarmac at the end of our
street.

Greening the Pavement

The southern tarmac was next to a restaurant called Ricochet, and, with the
bollards ensuring safe seating, the owners petitioned the City to allow a patio.
Together with the alderman at the time, we fought that request, preferring
instead to create pleasant public areas for sitting and visiting that would make
our street worthy of the “Bernard Gardens” moniker.

We lobbied the City to help us improve the paved patches by greening them up
and maintaining them, just as it had done for the Boswell Parkette down the
road. The City agreed to place four park benches (two each on either side) and
we donated a fifth. Longtime resident Geo Gilchrist donated $1000 to remove
the pavement on the north side by the lane, and that allowed us to design a
special garden for the residents to care for. We had street meetings and signed
petitions to keep the momentum going. It was a concerted neighbourhood
effort.

The street then finally had two areas that gave us something that was worthy of
the name "Bernard Gardens." We would regularly organize to plant and clean
both sides. And the City would respond to our requests for maintenance. In fact,
when we contacted Parks for help, 311 would find us under the Boswell name,
and we would often see City staff working on the two strips.



The plaque on the bench donated by the loosely constituted “First Block
Association.”

City Hall Reversal

We petitioned the City Councillor Joe Cressy to officially name the two parkettes
so that we would finally, after all the years and phone calls, have official
recognition for the space. He agreed wholeheartedly and the process was
launched.

But then the whole bureaucratic structure changed with the election of Doug
Ford, and with that so did the City’s relationship to our gardens. We were no
longer able to get Parks to clean the area, the department now claiming that
maintenance was up to the businesses that bordered them. (Those businesses
have changed hands regularly and have never had any desire or inclination to
help out.)

So, that's where we stand. We have not yet been able to get official recognition
of our little strips of green while every day of the year people use the benches
that the City placed there, having a coffee or a visit in a rare green oasis in an
increasingly developed high rise area. On the other hand, the gardens have
become tragically overgrown and abused by thoughtless visitors, and the broken
and bent bollards speak poignantly to the City’s neglect.



The Bernard Gardens provide a wonderful oasis for all passersby.

A Plea for Support

But we haven’t given up the fight. Now we are asking Annex residents at large to
help us convince the City to give official recognition and designation to these
pleasant patches of green. If you care about these precious “Bernard Gardens,”
then please send your message of support to Councillor Layton and to Mayor
Tory.  We on Bernard are grateful for any support fellow Annexonians can offer!

It’s clear that many members of the public enjoy the green space. But alas,
these days debris has accumulated regularly despite the exhortation on the
plaque to “Keep our park clean.”
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One of the great delights of the garden on the north side is the arrival in
Spring of the very first daffodils in the ‘hood. Thanks to the First Block
Association for having made that happen.

 

Notes & Queries
 

Make Haste!
All Candidates Meeting

This very evening -- Wednesday, September 8th, 6 -7:30 pm -- is your
opportunity to learn where University-Rosedale candidates stand on issues of
the environment, a just transition, and national Indigenous healing and
reconciliation. This event is being co-sponsored by Trinity St. Paul’s United
Church and Green 11. Register on Eventbrite.

Mail-in Ballot Deadline
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If you’re thinking about voting by mail rather than in person, you can register in
a jiffy. But be aware that if that’s your choice, you mustn’t procrastinate – you
need to act quickly. The September 14 deadline is looming. Get full information
on casting a mail-in ballot by clicking here.

Survey Says?
There are two big surveys afoot that allow you to have a say in how our
neighbourhood works. Note that the City has a deadline, while the ARA wants
you to help spread the word. 

CaféTO Survey

You have until September 19 to answer a brief survey that should take no
more than a few short minutes to complete. If you want to write specifically
about the Annex, we’re the fourth item on the drop-down menu below the map
– listed as 95 Annex. 

ARA and Digital Public Square

This week we begin advertising Community Reflect: Annex to groups outside
our ARA membership base. We want to hear from as wide a range of folks as
possible.  So if you know of someone who lives or works in the ‘hood who isn’t
already a member, please send them the link.  And if you think of it later, you
can always tell them to scroll down on the home page of our ARA website and
find the link there. 
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Focus on the Environment
The acorns are falling, there are touches of colour in some leaves. No doubt
about it, Autumn is almost upon us. But before we consider hibernation, there's
work to be done! 

Community Environment Days

Ironically, you’re going to need wheels to get there if you want to participate in
the City’s Community Environment Days. They will be held as drive-thru events
at City Drop-Off Depots from September 12 to October 31, 2021. Check the
calendar here.

Tree Survey Fundraising Drive

We’re more than halfway there, having raised $3,500 towards this year’s $5,500
goal to undertake the next tree survey of the Annex. Every little bit helps! Just
click here to help support the cause. And if you want to know why it’s important
– browse with the Environment tab on our website.
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The magnificent 'meeting tree' at Huron Junior Public School. 

 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association
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