
 

Minutes 
Board Meeting 

Thursday, January 14, 2021  
by Zoom 

 

Present: Gillian Bartlett, Rita Bilerman (Chair), Terri Chu, Blake Connoy, Tija Dirks, 
Micky Fraterman (Minutes), Natasha Gromoff-Kramer Christine Innes, Jim Jacobs, Lois 
Miles, Terry Montgomery, Sandra Shaul, Ron Soskolne (p.t.), Lynn Spink, Ko Van 
Klaveren, Henry Wiercinski. 

Guests: Allison Wallis – DPS and Andrea Fresolone – Councillor Layton’s office 

Regrets: Edward Leman and Elizabeth Sisam 
 
 
Chair Rita Bilerman welcomed board members and guests. 

1. Approval of Agenda                 Blake/Sandra  

2.   Approval of Minutes of December 2020 Board Meeting.            Gillian/Blake 

3. Chair’s Report.  
 Rita reported that she had received an email from Paul Richard who is leading the 
 revitalization team for Paul Martel Park. He is waiting to hear back from Miziwe Biik 
 Aboriginal Employment and Training about funding.  

4.      Committee Reports  

• Parks, Trees and the Environment 
Terri reported that she will be keeping an eye on the next round of waste reduction 
community grants from the City for buildings.  
We now have a permit to create the Sibelius skating rink when mother nature 
cooperates. 
 

• Planning and Development 
A report of the January 5 P+D meeting was shared, including the following items: 
➢ Committee of Adjustment Guidebook 
➢  Proposed roundtable of the Downtown Bloor RAs 
➢  Development Projects in the Annex 
➢  Possible new P+D member, Blake Connoy 
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Allison Wallis of DPS  gave an update and informed the meeting that they are 
getting close to launching the platform. The final touches are now being put on the 
designs that were shown and testing by users will be next. A time-line will be 
provided. There will be a two-prong marketing approach. Also, several months ago 
a list of community groups was created to reach out to. Anyone interested to help 
with the outreach is welcome. Allison will send a list to Micky, showing what she 
has so far to be circulated to the board. 
Allison was also in touch with a transitional housing unit to inquire how best to 
reach people who are not on-line.  
Rita was suggesting to get a list of the group homes and Huron Street school 
contacts. Blake mentioned that he is connected with Huron Street parents and 
offered to help. 

 

• Road Safety and Transportation 
Blake circulated a report including: 
➢ Bike Lane Upgrades on Davenport Road. He mentioned that the current bike 

lane is dangerous. Blake talked about the pre-meeting with Councillor Layton 
about upgrades for this bike lane and the concern for safety. A discussion about 
what safety looks like ensued. 

➢ Avenue Road Safety Coalition. The group is awaiting updated drawings from 
the architects by the end of the month. The plan is to generate more community 
support by using the drawings to inform, engage and excite the local community 
about the potential for the street.   

➢ Other items: Underground Utility Chamber rebuild @ Dupont/Kendal January 11 
for 8 – 10 weeks. Watermain Replacement on Bloor Street from Spadina to 
Avenue Road, end of January – July 2021. Cargo E-bike Initiative @ 1109 
Bathurst Redevelopment. 
 
 

• Community Safety and BIAs 
A report was circulated. 

  

• Queen’s Park Coalition 
Elizabeth Sisam was at another meeting and will report at the February Board 
meeting. 
 

• Rail Safety 
➢ Henry gave an update: There is a new federal transport minister, Omar 

Alghabra. In the US the implementation of new train control regulations has 
been completed. Automatic override is now fully implemented, but not yet in 
Canada. 

➢ He further gave an update about the CLC meeting that took place earlier in the 
evening. This was a planning meeting, comprised of RAs around the UofT. The 
purpose of the discussion was to make the committee function more efficiently. 
Catalyst was the planetarium project. Next week there will be a more formal 
meeting. 
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• Heritage 
Sandra circulated a report, including: 
➢ The bylaw for heritage designation of 661-665 Huron Street is in force, with no 

objections expressed within the time limit. 
➢ West Annex Heritage Project: The new deadline for the submission of RFP 

deadline was postponed by a week till January 22. Public meetings will have to 
be held. Sandra was hoping that the Councillor’s office could help to coordinate 
the meetings. A schedule will be put together indicating when the meetings will 
take place. 
Lynn DiStefano, a member of our West Annex Part Two Steering Committee 
and P+D Committee, sits on the Board of Heritage Toronto. She requested an 
Annex Stroll be considered as part of their virtual stroll program, to be created 
by one of the “emerging historians.” They would be funded by donations to 
Heritage Toronto, an arm’s length agency of the City. 
Lynne reported that Heritage Toronto expressed an interested and it will be 
executed in 2021. To see examples from this program, go to 
https://www.heritagetoronto.org/explore-learn/ 
Rita asked about reporting on the ARA website to keep the community 
engaged.  

 

• Communications  
Gillian reminded the board that the proposals that came from Johan Harteveld 
about the logo selection were distributed at the last board meeting. Johan is the 
professional designer who responded to our call for volunteers willing to do the 
work for us to create a new website for the ARA. He is happy to come to the board 
to discuss the designs. She mentioned further that if we were to hold an open 
selection process, we would have to do comparisons and look for web design 
grants, a very time-consuming process. This would involve looking at functionality 
of our site for all the aspects of our organization.  A discussion about the route we 
are going to take ensued.  Gillian invited all to send our wishes and comments to 
her.  
Jim was suggesting not to change the logo when we change over the website. 
Everybody was in favour to give Johan the go ahead and ask him to present his 
proposals at the next board meeting. 
 

• Finance 
Lois sent a report. She will follow up with an email to clarify what constitutes back-
up material for submitting expenses.  

  

• Membership  
No report this time. Deferred till February Board Meeting.  

Next meeting February 11, 7 p.m. by zoom 

 

https://www.heritagetoronto.org/explore-learn/

