
 

Draft Minutes 
Board Meeting 

Thursday, May 13, 2021 
7 – 9 p.m. by Zoom 

          

Present: Gillian Bartlett, Rita Bilerman (Chair), Terri Chu, Blake Connoy, Micky Fraterman 
(Minutes), Natasha Gromoff-Kramer, Christine Innes, Jim Jacobs, Edward Leman, Terry 
Montgomery, Sandra Shaul, Elizabeth Sisam, Ron Soskolne, Lynn Spink, Ko Van Klaveren 
and Henry Wiercinski  

Regrets: Lois Miles, Tija Dirks 

Guests: Andrea Fresolone, Councillor’s Office and Maxine Bass, ARA Member 

1.  Approval of Agenda. The Agenda was approved as presented.            Jim/Elizabeth 

2. Welcome guests  
 Chair, Rita Bilerman welcomed Board and Guests  
 Maxine Bass and Andrea Fresolone 

3.   Approval of Minutes of April 2021 Board Meeting    Jim/Sandra 

4. Election of ARA Officers and Committee Chairs 
 Jim Jacobs, Chair of the Nominating Committee explained that usually, after our first 
 Board meeting in the new season, we elect 5 or 6 officers as the constitution 
 describes. The officers are: Chair, one or 2 Vice-Chairs, Treasurer, Secretary and 
 Membership Secretary. 
  
 The Nominating Committee nominates the existing officers and moves that the Board 
 elects the following 6 people: 
  
 Motion: to re-elect the following officers: Chair, Rita Bilerman; Vice-Chairs,  
 Terry Montgomery and Henry Wiercinski; Treasurer, Lois Miles; Secretary, Micky 
 Fraterman and Membership Secretary, Tija Luste.                    Jim/Lynne Spink  
  
 The Committee Chairs are elected by the committees. The Chair must be a 
 director of the Board. 

 
5.        Chair’s Report 
 Rita mentioned that it had been a busy month and reported on the following items: 
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➢ The letter to TLAB was put unexpectedly put on the agenda and Rita made a 

deputation. FoNTRA did not depute. Rita reported that a review will be happening.  
➢ Snow clearing is always problematic in our neighbourhood but it sounds like we 

now will get snow clearing provided by the City. 
➢ Multi-Tenant Housing and Garden Suites is going ahead. It will increase the 

density. 
➢ Our AGM attendance increased and it has been suggested that we should do live 

streaming again in the future. 
➢ Lynne D. is joining the communications team and will work on events.  
➢ Paul Richard has been in touch with Rita about tools. 
 
Henry asked about municipal panels and dealing with those who are not well-
articulated? How will people get a voice? Rita suggested this was one of the RAs roles. 
 

6.  Farmers’ Market 
 Christine mentioned that the Province has declared the Farmers’ Market as 
 essential and My Market at Bloor/Borden will open June 2, with clear safety protocols. 
 Some tried and true merchants and some new ones will be there. 

 

Motion: To support the 2021 Bloor.Borden Farmers’ market with $500.00                                              
                 Christine/Henry
   

 
7.        Committee Reports 

• Communications 
Gillian reported that she is working with Johan on the new website format. 
Lynne D. is taking over FB and Twitter 
 
She further mentioned that a group is looking at categories of memberships and 
pricing. For instance: merging Senior/Student $15, Individual $25, Family 40, 
Guest/Non-Member/and business and/or Condominium Corporation which is 
currently $50.  Yorkville charges $300 per condo plus $1 per unit.  
We are not yet ready to make changes. More discussion is needed. 
 
Jim mentioned that we can change the membership prices any time and 
commented that he would like to keep things the same for now.  
 
Gillian feels that with the new web site the fees might go up.  
A discussion further ensued.  
In terms of membership outreach, we have the postcards to hand out! 
Let Gillian know if you’d like some more.  
Perhaps an idea to ask condo managers to issue the cards to their residents. 
Maxine will distribute in 1 Bedford.   
 
Elizabeth mentioned that membership fees will not be sufficient to pay legal fees 
that might be incurred for fights in which the ARA will engage. 

 
Ron stated that maybe we need to think about what value are we offering the 
condo corps. that is distinct from the residents in the condo. 
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We do want to reach out to the new condo residents.  
It was suggested to form a working group to reach condos and their residents. 

• Parks, Trees and the Environment 
 
➢ Terri Chu reported on the new Distributed Gardening. We have two plots and 

planting has started. 
➢ Terri will contact Andrea about the contact person for the south area of Huron 

Park. 
➢ Tree Survey: The ARA qualifies for MITAC funding to do the survey again and 

we will apply together with Dr. Sandy Smith of UofT.  
Discussion about funding of this project and how to structure the budget. 
Terri mentioned the advantage of this tree survey is that the data can be used 
to demonstrate sustainable development. 
Sandra is also going to introduce this to the heritage consultants 
Terri will send out what the MITAC requirements are. 
 
Ko asked about CofA applications for driveway and backyard construction 
indicating the paving is not conducive for trees to grow. 
 

• Planning and Development. 
Edward circulated the record of the May 4 P+D meeting. They are detailed 
because they are used also used by the Committee.  
Some of the projects Edward highlighted: 
 
➢ 145 St. George: the developers presented preliminary design ideas for this 

property. There are some good aspects, but the height is outrageous, only a 
couple of meters shorter than 1 Bedford. The Committee will ask the Councillor 
for a project review meeting. Only after the meeting the Councillor, in 
consultation with staff, ARA and other neighbourhood groups, will decide if a 
Working Group is warranted. 

➢ NW Corner Avenue Road/Davenport. 35 storeys. This will be one of the 
defining projects for the Annex.  

➢ 110-116 Avenue Road (SOTTO SOTTO site) P+D with Heritage formed a 
review group. Two meetings have been held and a third meeting will review 
outstanding issues of concern. This project could have a positive outcome. 

➢ Elizabeth reported on Queens Park and UofT. The parties are still in 
discussion. Hopefully something will be forthcoming the next month. 

➢ Growth Update Official Plan. Meetings began in September. Councillor is 
chairing and organizing these meetings. Major transit stations have been 
delineated in the whole downtown, including the Annex.  
Without changing the current OP we exceed the target in the provincial growth 
plan. Full report in the next meeting. Discussion about timing of planning 
applications with the city. 

➢ Edward further mentioned that the P+D Committee now has formed 5 sub-
committees:  
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1. Development Principles + Guidelines 2. Policy; MCR + Growth Plan Review      
3. Downtown North Urban Roundtable 4. Affordable Housing and 5. Green 
Standards + Guidelines.  
 

Motion: to allow for additional funding for the young architect for mapping up to 
$350.                                                                                             Elizabeth/Henry
        

   

• Road Safety and Transportation. 
Blake presented a report. A new item is a request for the removal of the     
Temporary TTC Bus Stop @ 201 Spadina Rd.  
A resident has asked why the stop is still active and whether it can be removed as 
the permanent bus stop at Dupont Station is now again in service. 
Andrea responded that this is now indefinitely on hold.  
Making Brunswick northern section one way.  
Councillor Layton’s officer is expecting to submit this request to TEYCC this month. 
Once passed, Area Transportation Planning will take action when it comes up in the 
queue of requests, and traffic count program resumes. 
  

• Community Safety and BIAs. 
Natasha presented her report including crime stats in both 14 and 53 Division.  
53 Division – east of Spadina, held its first meeting since February 2020; a virtual 
meeting on April 22. 
 

• Rail Safety 
Henry reported that work is being done on the Lac Mégantic bypass. 
 

• Heritage 
Sandra informed the Board that the committee is in the process of hiring ASI, who 
made a terrific presentation, for the West Annex Heritage survey. The timeline of 
the project will be 15 months. Once the contract is complete, we will start the work. 
 
The committee is also involved with the heritage issues relating to the East Annex 
HCD properties at 110-116 Avenue Road.   
 

• Finance 
Lois circulated the Treasurer’s Report, dated May 13 for the period April 9 – May 
12, 2021.  

 

8:55 Motion to adjourn. 


