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ARA Townhall October 6
They say there’s no place like home. Well, that’s for sure. And it’s a doubly
poignant adage for the tenants of 145 St. George who are now faced with the
possibility that their landlord will demolish their homes and rebuild taller and
wider rather than take the typical Annex route of refurbishing and renovating.
It’s hard to imagine what those residents must feel (some of whom have lived in
the building for decades) now that they face the prospect of eviction.

The hard fact is that this development application is a precedent-setting move
that jeopardizes the homes of not just the residents of 145 but of all mid-rise
apartment dwellers in our community. That’s why the ARA is hosting a Zoom
townhall at 6:00 pm on October 6 to give local residents a chance to air their
views.

Be in the Know 

We don’t want to take up time in the meeting explaining the details of the
proposal – you can be sure that the developer will be doing that at length at the
City’s mandatory Community Consultation Meeting later this month. But to
prepare yourself for the townhall, you might want to read the ARA’s official
project position statement. And if you want to delve deeper into the official
application, you can find it on the City’s website. (Check on "Supporting
Documentation" when you get there.)

Whatever you do, please do attend if at all possible. The implications of this
proposal for our community are enormous – no matter whether your home is a
house or an apartment or a room, and no matter whether you are an owner or
tenant. We’re all in this together.
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Should the City let this perfectly sound mid-century mid-rise building at
145 St. George be demolished?

 

West Annex Heritage Focus Groups

The Zoom room was crowded last Thursday the 23rd when community members
tuned in to learn about the West Annex Heritage Project. Josh Fullan (himself an
Annexonian) of Maximum City facilitated the meeting as Annie Veilleux of ASI
gave a comprehensive presentation on the project parameters. (If you missed
that presentation, you can view the PowerPoint slides here.) A key takeaway from
the meeting is that the present project is not focussed on producing an official
HCD (Heritage Conservation District). Rather, it is intended to uncover the
important history of the West Annex area, its landscape, its people, its buildings.

To that end, ASI is planning on two focus groups – one now and one in the
spring – to tap residents’ unique knowledge. For example, what or who are the
important events and people associated with the West Annex? What are the
different areas within the Annex itself? What are the boundaries of those areas
and what makes them distinct? Where are those special locations that help tell
the story of the Annex’s past?
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We’re offering two different times for this session to accommodate different
schedules. Option One is for Tuesday Oct 12 at 7:00 pm. Option Two is for
Thursday Oct 14 at 12:00 noon. Click on the option that suits you best and you’ll
be taken right to the registration page. Looking forward to seeing you there and
learning your take on what makes the West Annex special.

Guest Spot: Your Own Home’s History
One question that came up in the chat room at last Thursday’s information
session was how a resident might go about researching the history of their
home. Sandra Shaul, our heritage guru, takes the guest spot this week to
offer timely tips and tricks.

With the West Annex Heritage Project hitting its stride, there is no time like the
present to start researching the property you call home. But I caution you to
manage your expectations as there is good news and bad news.

The bad news is that most of the best resources for getting to the nitty gritty of
your research are located at the City of Toronto Archives, which are closed due
to the pandemic. Frustrating, as the Archives are located on Spadina Road just
north of the railway bridge—so close and yet so far.

The good news is that the foundation research tools (the ones you need to get
yourself started before entering the archives) are available online from the
Toronto Public Library (TPL) website or “in person” on the second floor at the
Toronto Reference Library on Yonge Street north of Bloor. In-person gives you
the opportunity to receive guidance from the TPL librarians (who deserve a
special place in heaven).

Online Tools of Choice
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The two research tools you can start with online via the TPL website or at the
reference library (2nd floor) are Goad’s Fire Insurance maps and the City of
Toronto directories. Leave yourself lots of time because you will become so
engrossed by what you find that you will forget what else it was you were
supposed to be doing.

There’s wonderful tutorial from the City of Toronto Archives that explains the
Goad’s Fire Insurance Maps and how to use them. Start in the late 19th century
and then read the notes on the maps as you progress through the decades to
learn about the changes in street names (and therefore street numbers). As an
example, check out my brief examination of some changes over time at Kendal
and Lowther. Also available is a comprehensive and easy to follow set of
instructions from Barbara Myrvold, a heroic but recently retired librarian from
the Toronto Public Library.

Once the City of Toronto Archive reopens, you can gain access to the tax
assessment rolls and building permits. It’s these documents which will help you
to pinpoint the exact date of construction, original owners, and sometimes the
architect and builder of the property you live in. A deep dive will, on occasion,
even lead you to the building plans. Happy hunting!

 

Notes & Queries
Plans for Avenue Road Revealed

Well, we watched two of the heritage properties come down. And now we have
an idea of what the developer wants to construct in their place at 110 Avenue
Road. The formal application was submitted to the City on September 02. You

https://www.theara.org/r?u=i64gRp_xVI-izISEV0h4cRSL5Cui0G-vEuJdIE_PDcMHMKmZovFXiDqS45NpXVmfGAC56pDMieBz1WADx_ttwrnUOzAlg9TgzVmcHfwH_jyTzK2CjREI_PKmK8kZyaMWV2fsr_KLN5N4TZAW-guwJ8byAobmOdqxjc5kFB_xkThy_M2S7qe-M9rztE2E2vfgO4vCdTFu8H25L2AONFmc-Fa2lakMK2tAT5B0j5dvGOAvKa-2bhUZIH_yQF_VEnotgR_GJFhCxx49IIKWQTBdGhvympVwvQTgJ59yVkCzrjk&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=october_06_newsletter&n=9&test_email=1
https://www.theara.org/r?u=x7qo17qR1Kb0lLg85yQYfAbXTC6Z7wxyptuSZemzKnGwZjWi-_ZjtJhtbxlO5BRvvCakts0Pxq_M_rd4BXTXJ9-ghb67b8GlJONsJaRydVpni7QB7GlB3amJaGWWqXDcLV71rPBWICdd1Ic7Nj27ieYpcaKVFZb_954TVM9qwdjrX04h0AbLHV0rw2GUvfvt&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=october_06_newsletter&n=10&test_email=1
https://www.theara.org/r?u=tCOyXbPk5TwE8JaV2piu7ZMvJthfacDxWj5Aa5H6QsMN5Ludjj--d5-ObK8rqjqVMHKF21MkDQfMkMyVRioBOq7vtfkZenXUtJyJQHV3NGH8JK0ThpH4Uw0gBkMhGBzI4pCwDEop0kifPrDY3IeLJMGlAbnoqrYnOed8_OfNVLs&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=october_06_newsletter&n=11&test_email=1


can read the cover letter here that details the scope of the application including
the developer’s intent to erect a building that accommodates 44 residential
units. But to read the detailed files, you’ll have to go to the City’s website, scroll
down to click on Supporting Documentation, and then download the files one
by one. Of greatest interest will be the architectural plans (alas too huge a file to
host via this newsletter).

Wet Basement Lately?

Oh my. Recent heavy rains have been a blessing for the trees but not so much
for some homeowners’ basements. Luckily, the Intact Centre on Climate
Adaptation is there to offer advice. An applied research facility based at the
University of Waterloo, the centre pursues a mission to help all Canadians
identify and reduce risks associated with climate change and extreme weather
events.  Whether or not you own your home, you might want to check out the
home flood protection program and take the short but informative home flood
protection check-up.
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The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.
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