This Week in the Annex:
October 27, 2021

The Annex Underground
If ever it can be said that there’s a silver lining to this pandemic, it’s the fact that
we’ve all been out strolling the streets, enjoying the ambience of the Annex as
never before. The architecture, the gardens, the trees have been a source of
solace and joy and escape. But rarely do we as pedestrians give a thought to the
trains running beneath our feet.
Not so, at least recently, for those who live in proximity to the westbound cars of
Line Two that rumble regularly along the rails from six in the morning to well
past midnight. The existence of that subway line is a present reality for residents
at the lower edges of the ‘hood. And the fact that the City offers a property tax
easement to those nearby is proof positive there can sometimes be impact.
The Stress of 2009
That was the case in 2009 when residents along the entire Bloor line were up in
arms protesting the constant shaking (in one west end home, a fireplace
mantelpiece detached from the wall) the grinding and grating (at least one
Annex resident simply moved, the stress was so great) and the lack of
cooperation from the TTC (management refused to accept there was a problem
despite engineering reports). Community meetings flourished, petitions were
signed, Adam Vaughan waded into the fray, the press took up the cause.
In our own community, Anne Marie Maduri of Albany Avenue took on the
challenge. A professional financial analyst, she’s skilled at researching issues,
digging deep behind the scenes, and holding people to account. She became an
expert in track maintenance and the different problems that can arise. The
wheels can become misshapen, rails can be distorted or broken, sections of track
can dislocate, shock absorbers can deteriorate. In truth, it takes some finesse to
manage that small contact point between wheel and rail.

The problem is exacerbated when regular maintenance is abandoned. And
the consequences multiply geometrically since a single piece of damaged
track can end up distorting the wheels of an entire fleet of trains. Such was
the situation when Andy Byford took over the system in 2009. He
immediately insisted that crews dust the cobwebs off the wheel grinding
equipment and establish a regular pattern of around-the-clock
maintenance, three shifts a day.
Finding a Solution
Of course the problem wasn’t solved overnight. Anne Marie spent hours on the
phone and meeting with neighbours from Howland and Dalton and Brunswick.
She wasn’t above going down to the platform, flashlight in hand, to pinpoint the
source of the sleep-depriving thumps, grinding, and vibrations. She developed
her own scale out of ten to codify the noise level. And eventually she played
host for hours to TTC engineers who sat in her basement coordinating data with
personnel at track level as they worked to discover the culprit. And in 2009 they
did.
Anne Marie sees a positive side to the struggle in that she got to know her
neighbours, one of whom was Jim Jacobs who lives just a few doors to the north.
Jim was on the Board of the ARA even then, and so he decided it was time to
revive the moribund transportation committee. He encouraged Anne Marie to
join the Board and she served for several years as committee chair.
A New Disturbance in the Peace
Another benefit of the crisis of 2009 was that Anne Marie also developed a
sound working relationship with her personal TTC hero, Diego Sinagoga, Senior

Community Liaison. That relationship was revived this past August 31st when,
after 10 years of peace, there was a sudden crashing, thumping, and shaking
erupting from the earth below. And it was relentless.

TTC Community Liaison, Paul Tran, (centre) came to visit Anne Marie two
weeks ago to gather some preliminary diagnostic information. Also present
was ARA Board Member, Jim Jacobs, whose own house further to the north
is experiencing some of the same renewed shake rattle ‘n roll.
A call to Diego revealed that the TTC had been conducting a repair to a rail joint
at a track signal in the area and that's what had precipitated the problem. He
noted that the track between Bathurst and Spadina stations was included in the
Fall rail grinding program, so he'd ensure that this section would be one of the
first to be treated.
Alas, the September 26th grinding brought some, but by no means total, relief.
Diego was on holiday, so his colleague Paul Tran came out to investigate.
According to Anne Marie, “Paul and Diego have promised to work with residents
on getting the noise and vibration back down to a minimal level in as timely a
manner as feasible.” Fingers crossed.
But rest assured, Annexonians, Anne Marie will keep on the case – she’s not one
to let things lapse. (Every neighbourhood needs an Anne Marie!). We’ll let you
know how it goes.

In 2017, the Globe and Mail produced a superb feature article on the nature
and implications of the new signaling system which has been the cause
recently of so many service disruptions. The report even embeds a short
video showing how the system operates. For those underground, it means
more trains and smoother starts and stops. For those above ground it
promises less wear and tear on the tracks and thus less noise and vibration.
That peace and quiet can’t come soon enough for the folks whose homes
are near Line Two.

Notes and Queries
Robust Attendance at Community Consult
Some 170 screens were tuned in to the community consultation last Wednesday
regarding the proposal for demolishing 145 St George. The developer’s team
pressed their argument that the current zoning on the site is inappropriate
because the site is large and sits right across the road from one that allows taller
buildings. They disagreed that the change they're after would set a perilous
precedent for the rest of the apartments along St. George. After all, they said,
their site is unique and precedents often don’t apply in the city. In almost the
same breath they cited the precedents on Prince Arthur (there are two larger
apartments) to buttress their view that they should be allowed to build tall. But
for those of you who missed the event, you can still watch the entire
proceedings from start to finish and draw your own conclusions.

If this were a true “Birdseye view” as advertised, pity the poor birds.
They're actually a long way from the top -- 20 storeys worth, in fact -before they can safely fly over.

November 8: Save the Date
No rest for the wicked, Mother used to say. City Planning is hosting yet another
community consultation – this one for a proposed development at the
northwest corner of Ave and Dav. The developer wants to build a 35-storey
tower here with 355 dwelling units. If you're curious about the details, all 33
documents that make up the application are available at
www.toronto.ca/148AvenueRd. If you want to know more, you can register for
the November 8th meeting by going to http://www.toronto.ca/cpconsultations.
As always, once you’ve registered you’ll be sent the link that allows you to join
the meeting.

Is this what the future holds for Ave and Dav?

Davenport Under Siege
Well, when the pair of porta potties arrived, we knew we were in for the long
haul. And, indeed, the crew working at Dupont and Davenport gave us the word.
Expect two months of disruption for electrical upgrades. Click here to see the
extent of the chaos.

Shoulders up for Grabs
The traffic lanes on Spadina Road were put on a diet during the last phase of
road construction, and cyclists in particular are wondering what gives. The idea
was to narrow the motor lanes to help reduce speed. So the resulting generous
shoulder space looks almost wide enough to support a bike lane while cars
continue to park right up against the sidewalk, straddling the solid line. Albert
Koehl alerted us to the confusion: There are no official bike lane markings (nor
should there be since the path is too narrow) nor is there forbidding crosshatching to keep vehicles at bay. He’s on the case. In the meantime, check out
this Twitter feed regarding the enigma. And here’s a thought: Those of us who
go on foot might want to reach out to the councillor’s office to plead that the
confusing space be converted to pedestrian sidewalk.

Izzy Dead Yet . . . Is Back!
It was a year ago that we noted with a tinge of melancholy the retirement of the
super superintendents, Gary and Debra, of 88 Bernard and the consequent loss
of holiday decorations. Now we’re delighted to report that the new
superintendent, Granit, with the help of Doris, one of 88's long time residents,
has taken up the challenge and re-instated the Halloween tradition. Thanks from
all us kids in the ‘hood – no matter what our age.

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength
depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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