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Chipping Away at the Carbon Footprint
There’s no denying the convenience of plastic plates and cutlery, particularly
when you’re throwing a party for toddlers. But if you’ve any conscience at all,
you recognize that they come with an environmental cost. Not only do they add
unnecessarily to landfill, but they also represent embedded carbon. It’s worth
pondering. Those “single use” plastic utensils had to be manufactured
somewhere (almost surely as far away as China) and then transported to your
door. They’re not carbon free in the first place.
That was the thinking underlying Terri Chu’s rescue a few years ago of some
colourful but unwanted plastic plates that had been put out for garbage
collection. They were in perfectly good condition, if needing a bit of a wash. So
she decided they deserved a second life and started lending them to friends.
Soon she teamed up with a neighbour, Shafina, and together they created “kits”
suitable for parties of 10 to 20 guests to be lent to whoever needed them.

Plate Share

At first their collections stayed in the ‘hood. But by the summer of 2019,
demand had spilled outside of the Annex across Toronto and logistics had
become a challenge. That’s when Stephen joined the crew and Plate Share was
born.
The operation has become quite sophisticated, featuring its own website and
calendar. There’s information on how to borrow a set of items for yourself or
how to host them for others to use. And the sets don’t have to be plastic – the
team has now expanded to lending glass and ceramic wares. Ever resourceful,
they negotiated a donation from a commercial label company and now have
dishwasher safe stickers to mark every item.
A small idea put into action by a global thinker like Terri demonstrates the truth
of the adage – even a seemingly insignificant step to protect the environment
can wind up making a big difference. Makes you proud that Plate Share was
started here in the Annex by one of our very own.

Grassroots Organizer Extraordinaire
When this weekly version of the ARA newsletter debuted on March 17, 2020 in
the dark and early days of COVID, the feature item celebrated Board member
Terri Chu’s impulsive outreach to neighbours. She had distributed flyers on her
street urging those who needed assistance to contact her – “for any reason and
with no judgment.” And she told them “If I can’t do it myself, I will put you in
touch with someone who can.” And she delivered on that promise in spades.
Since then we have written about several of Terri’s community initiatives
including the mulberry picking festival, the distribution of free trees, the Annex
tree survey, the maple syrup festival, and, just now, the plate share program.

There were COVID related hiccups for some of these, but the trend is obvious –
Terri’s passionately committed to community and environment at one and the
same time. So the question naturally arises, just who is this remarkable woman?
The Basics
Terri hails from London Ontario, the daughter of parents who had rather
reluctantly immigrated in 1981 from Hong Kong to help support an older
relative who had preceded them to Canada. Her father followed the only path
open to immigrants in those days – no matter how well educated – and went
into business for himself, opening a restaurant. He and Terri’s mother live to this
day in the London house in which Terri was raised.
A top student in her class, Terri gained acceptance into the notoriously difficult
Engineering Science program at the University of Toronto from which she
graduated after four years and a year-long internship. She then took a bit of a
career detour, spending the next two years in the financial investment industry,
during which she ruthlessly saved enough money to enable her and her soonto-be husband, Stephen Chen, a professor at York University, to put a down
payment on their Annex home.

Terri on the porch of her Annex home with husband Stephen and children
Josephine and Julius.

The Flavour
Security established, the young couple headed off to a university in Ghana
where Stephen was to spend a sabbatical year. As Terri admits, they were young
and naïve and wanted only to do good – but their public criticisms of the
obvious corruption in the university administration (a sore issue given it was a
recipient of generous Canadian financial aid) led to an early departure from the
continent – giving Terri her first real taste of political backlash flavoured with an
unnerving threat of violence.
But that wasn’t to deter her. After collecting her Masters in Energy and
Infrastructure in 2012 and working in a number of temporary jobs, she launched
herself into Toronto’s municipal elections in search of the councillor’s seat
vacated by Adam Vaughan. It was ultimately won by Joe Cressy, but Terri had
come to the attention of ARA Chair Rita Bilerman who reached out to her to join
the Board.
The Mission
As an ARA Board member, Terri has been an indefatigable champion of anything
environmental. She had been an early member of the Trees Please group that
initiated the first study of Annex trees and as Chair of the Environment
Committee is spearheading the current iteration. In the background she’s
juggling the care of her two young children with her most recent academic
adventure – the pursuit of a PhD in Communication.
When asked why the journey from Engineering Science to Communication, Terri
is clear. “We have enough tools technologically to really put a dent into the
climate change problem, but the political will isn’t there.” And so, never one to
sit back and suggest that a problem is others to solve, she’s equipping herself
with the skills needed to press the cause. In the meantime, we in the Annex are
beneficiaries of her unrivalled energy and determination of purpose. Expect to
hear more of her initiatives in these electronic pages.

It’s never too early to start educating children on the value of trees. And
this comes with a gentle reminder from Terri. As was reported in our
October 20 newsletter: if you have any kind of maple on your property and
would like to have it tapped in March, please fill in this form.

Notes and Queries
Parking Standards Report
After weeks of study, City staff will soon report the initial findings of the City’s
review of parking standards. Apparently staff are set to recommend, among
other actions, the removal of most minimum parking standards and the
introduction of requirements for electric vehicle infrastructure. They argue these
measures regulating the parking supply will “contribute to addressing major
challenges the City is currently facing, including a climate emergency, decreasing
housing affordability and increasing demands for mobility.” The report will be
available in full on November 18
(http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/decisionBodyProfile.do?
function=doPrepare&decisionBodyId=1943) in advance of its consideration by
the Planning and Housing Committee on November 25, 2021.

New developments may no longer be required to provide a minimum
number of parking spaces for their residents.

Addressing the Housing Crisis
Yesterday Council adopted its much-debated inclusionary zoning framework.
The policy requires that many new condominiums of 100 or more units set aside
five to 10 per cent of their total square footage for affordable rental and
ownership units. The prospect of more affordable housing here in the Annex is
indeed welcome. Unfortunately you can be sure that developers are already
thinking of strategies to circumvent this revolutionary policy.
In fact, inclusionary zoning is a good start. But what if there was a simpler
solution? A recent article in Blog TO praises the Ontario Real Estate Association
(OREA) argument that merely updating single-family zoning laws in Toronto to
banish exclusionary zoning and allow conversion into multi-unit properties like a
townhome or a triplex could create a flood of housing opportunities. Perhaps
this is one time we could get behind a call for Provincial intervention in City
planning?

What impact will the new inclusionary zoning policy have on such
developments as that proposed for 145 St. George? Only time will tell.

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength
depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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