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Memorial Walk on Avenue Road
The weather was nasty, the skies were dark, but that didn’t stop a sizeable crowd 
from completing the Memorial Walk last Sunday evening. A global initiative held 
to honour the countless victims of road violence, this year’s Toronto version was 
held in concert with the Avenue Road Safety Coalition’s push to promote 
pedestrian safety on Avenue Road. Among the notables present were MPP 
Jessica Bell, James Brown from Brown+Storey Architects, and James Graham 
from Chrystia Freeland’s office.

Do check out the full pictorial essay of the walk available on this Biking in the 
City blog. It’s a highly informative tour of the hazards and pinch points facing 
pedestrians on this stretch of roadway.

The walk began with remarks from our own Albert Koehl declaring that “Death 
on our roads has been business-as-usual for many decades. Our work is to push 
for human safety to become the everyday way we design our roads." It ended 
with the reading of a sobering list of the names of people who had died in 
recent years on Toronto streets.  

The familiar and all-too dangerous corner of Ave and Dav.
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Super-Sizing Bloor-Spadina
With construction sites popping up all over the city, there’s hardly time to step
back, catch your breath, and contemplate the bigger picture. But that’s what the
P+D committee under the leadership of Elizabeth Sisam is advocating for
regarding the projected growth at Bloor-Spadina Four Corners.

Unprecedented Growth

There are already applications at various stages for three of the corners – NW,
NE and SE – with credible rumours that the JCC and Metro store at the SW are
also in play. The University of Toronto is preparing plans for major development
identified in their proposed Secondary Plan to the south of UTS. 

What’s more, the developers for 316 Bloor Street West, one building lot to the
east at Bloor and Madison, have almost reached NOAC, the first of the two-stage
site approval required for development to proceed on their 29 storey building at
this location. 

The implications are extraordinary:  More than a million gross square feet of new
construction crammed into an already busy intersection. And it’s the position of
the ARA, together with representatives of Harbord Village and Huron-Sussex,
that such a sizeable swath of development requires comprehensive planning and
review, not a piecemeal approach.

Planning the Four Corners

For sure the corners are ripe for a massive revision. But it seems appropriate that
such change happens not off-the-cuff but within the framework of a consciously
coordinated plan.

Councillor Layton has indicated that a dedicated “4 corners” study might well be
appropriate. We’ll keep you posted on how the negotiations go.

An article published in yesterday's BlogTO describes in detail the proposal for
the NE corner.

Expanding Housing Options
It was depressing to report a few weeks ago on the tabling by Toronto City
Council – for the 20th time no less – of a motion to allow multi-tenant housing
across the city. And Council’s approval of (extremely modest) inclusionary zoning
rates got ample coverage in the press. But there are two initiatives still in play
that might provide solutions, however minimal, to the housing crisis.
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Garden Suites Last Call

The first of these is the approval of garden suites in residential back yards. It’s
true that not many Annex houses boast a property large enough to include such
a secondary dependency. But the principle is an important one.

The City is making one last push for feedback in the face of significant
opposition from associations outside the downtown core. Check Planning’s
Garden Suites website for information regarding proposed regulations and
associated draft amendments, all clearly explained in a brief video.

Home Care Match

A more realistic -- though admittedly nominal -- plan for providing affordable
housing was detailed in a recent newsletter from the Harbord Village RA. It
touted Canada HomeShare, a program run by the National Initiative for the Care
of the Elderly (NICE).

The program matches older adults (55+) who have a spare room in their home
with university and college students seeking affordable housing. The idea is to
create a win win situation: the older adults  benefit from receiving additional
income and/or help around the home, while the students get a break on their
rent. 

If the idea intrigues, check out the FAQ page on the Canada HomeShare website.
There are weekly virtual information sessions interested seniors can access.
That’s where you’ll also find information about scheduled question and answer
sessions open to everyone interested in this initiative.

 

 

Notes and Queries
Pavement Wars

We don’t mean to be cranky but, truly, enough is enough. It came as no surprise
when the Heritage consultants at ASI noted last week that the street currently
most discomfited by construction in the West Annex – bar none – is poor old
Admiral Road. Forget about trying to park. Last week there was no way of
moving forward on upper Admiral as construction vehicles associated with a half
dozen different renovation projects battled it out for space on the street.
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Where Does the Waste Go?

It’s not just the heritage buildings above ground that require restoration. The
original 19th century underground infrastructure in the Annex also demands
constant TLC. But it’s not often the original sewer lines are laid bare for all to see
as they were this past week at Madison and Dupont. We’d been told that
beneath those heavy steel sewer covers ran conduits built only of brick – and
here’s proof positive of their composition.  

A Restoration's Progress

Who’d ‘a thunk it?? Finally -- after years of pestering and hounding and after
months of building wrap and an unsightly work site, 6 Walmer is now being



unveiled. It’s not quite an HGTV-worthy reveal – there’s scaffolding and
equipment and debris yet to be removed.  But at least after following this story
for well over a year, we can breathe more easily knowing that the fabric of this
heritage building is, indeed, being revived.

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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