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Déjà Vu All Over Again
Oh my. Oh dear. Who’d a thunk? There were those fleeting moments in the Fall
when we believed that, yes, this pandemic might recede and the world would
return to normal. Indeed we were looking forward to re-booting this newsletter
after its December hiatus with a hearty "Happy New Year." But Mother Nature
obviously had a different playbook in mind.

So here we are, back in a virtual lockdown in the face of the ridiculously
infectious COVID Omicron variant. For those of you who feel compelled to
wallow in the woe, you might want to log on to Ontario's Science Advisory Table
Dashboard. It offers copious stats, charts, and new insights into the progress of
the virus – as well as some comfort for those of us who are now triple vaxxed.  

Omicron may look somewhat like a Christmas decoration, but, if so, it's one
crafted by the Grinch.  

Photo Courtesy: London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

 

To Serve and Protect
You’d never believe it to see him or speak with him that Gary Matao was firmly
on the side of retirement from a career that saw him driving transport trucks and
trailers for Midland Transport, buses for Go Transit, and, when he tired of being
on the road, working as a locksmith out in the West end. But he assured us that
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indeed, despite his comparatively youthful demeanour, he has long been a
pensioner.

That said, he was never one to sit idle. “I was going crazy doing nothing,” he told
us, and “I like meeting people.” And so it was that he applied last August for the
position of traffic guard at St. George and Lowther. The steady schedule (when
school’s in, of course) suits him just fine: three ninety-minute shifts beginning at
8:00 am, 11:15 am, and 2:45 pm. And work is just a five-minute walk away as
Matao conveniently lives right here in the Annex over on Bedford.

A Consummate People Person

We’re hard put to decide whether it’s his long experience with traffic and errant
drivers or his ebullient personality and love of people that makes him most
effective as a crossing guard, but the recipe adds up to a memorable
performance. No one who has crossed St. George under his watchful eye will
forget his charm or escape his good cheer. And for his part, he says that in
comparison with the assignments of many of his fellow guards, his particular
intersection is “one of the best corners ever,” at least in terms of the people he
serves.

A measure of his impact was the response of his charges this past Christmas. He
was showered with the sweetest handmade notes from children, and, to his
astonishment, gift cards from some of the adults.  “I was in total shock – I still
can’t believe how generous everyone was. I was not expecting it at all.”

Of course he’d had a hint a month or so earlier of the kind of impact he makes.
His regular pedestrian client who works in the food industry on Bloor idly asked
him one day whether Matao liked pizza and, if so, what was his favourite combo.
Two weeks later, wouldn’t you know it, the client appeared at the end of Matao’s
afternoon shift with the gift of a freshly made pizza straight from the oven and
crafted specifically to his liking.

Hazards of the Job

Now while the pedestrians at St. George and Lowther are dear to Matao’s heart,
not so the drivers and cyclists. “I’m there with a reflective vest and wielding my
stop sign, and yet people still push through,” he says in amazement. There are
rolling stops and failures to stop altogether. There are six or seven cars a day
that emerge out of Lowther travelling the wrong way down the one-way street.
There are cyclists (“They are the worst,“ says Matao) who impatiently push
through intersections just as he is walking back from escorting a pedestrian part
way across the road.

The danger of the corner is such that Matao’s almost been hit twice by drivers.
(“I feel like a matador sometimes,” he sighs in frustration.) He’s seen his share of
vehicular collisions. And a police officer who recently sat in his unmarked car
while on duty to monitor the replacement of manhole covers at the intersection
reported that he could have pulled over at least ten cars during his time there
and issued the drivers tickets for infractions.



A Possible Solution?

In fact, the officer agreed with Matao that what the intersection really needs is a
full set of traffic lights as so many drivers remain oblivious to the four stop signs
and red light overhead. Of course the installation of lights would put Matao out
of a job. And that creates another quandary. Would we rather have the
comparative safety of the traffic lights or the pleasure of Matao’s
companionship? Hard call!

Matao may be bundled against the cold, but he's ready to chat warmly with
everyone who passes through his corner.

 

Notes and Queries
JB Tyrrell in Full Swing

What a delight it was to pass through Joseph Burr Tyrrell Park on Boxing Day
past and find it filled with children and their caregivers enjoying the newly
installed playground equipment. After years of planning, community
consultation, and construction, this tiny park with the big name is back in action.
And if pedestrian traffic is any measure of success, all involved in the re-design
can give themselves a congratulatory slap on the back. Well done.



 

KESKUS Gets the Go-ahead

We’ve shamelessly copied verbatim the following update from the monthly
KESKUS e-newsletter (to which you’re welcome to subscribe) regarding progress
at the Madison Avenue site. Good news is worth repeating!

Progress has been made with the TTC as it rebuilds its databases and
communications systems.  The TTC is responsible for the public transit system in
Toronto and securing the safety of travellers and operations was paramount after
a crippling ransomware attack on systems.  Building and planning is now back on
track as well.  The KESKUS project bridges TTC subway tunnels, resulting in a
complex monitoring process.  Installation of the monitoring equipment was
completed as reported in last month's newsletter, and TTC has now cleared
KESKUS to start construction.

Best wishes to all involved for smooth sailing ahead.

 

Getting a Grip on Bloor and Spadina

Last November 24 we wrote about the various development pressures on the
Bloor Spadina intersection and the possibility that the City might support a
dedicated “4 corners” study. Today we’re happy to report that under the
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stewardship of Councillor Mike Layton, Council adopted a motion at its final
meeting of 2021 asking for the coordination of development applications for
this key Annex intersection. If you read the full details, scroll down to see
mentioned our Chair’s letter on behalf of the ARA. 

 

How Tall Is Too Tall?

If you’ve got opinions about the current fashion for mega-tall buildings, you
might find this Cheddar video on the rise of skinny buildings interesting viewing.
One big take away: Our ability to build tall has outpaced our ability to
understand the consequences. Can you imagine firefighters climbing a quarter
mile vertically to find out if anyone is left in the building? The image below
shows the skinny tower currently proposed for Bay and Bloor. Rather perilously
close to our ‘hood, no? 

 

241 Bedford Road

We’ve featured the low-rise walk-up property at 241 Bedford several times in
past newsletters while lamenting its abandoned state and trepidatious as to its
future. But last month the owners made an official application for its renewal
rather than (as we had quietly feared) seeking permission to demolish. Plans are
for a total re-design of the interior and the addition of a fourth floor. But if the
accompanying drawings are any indication, the final result should be a
harmonious structure that happily preserves the heritage of the ‘hood.
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The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.
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