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Developing Davenport Road
While most Toronto streets form a prim grid, Davenport Road winds amiably
through the city following the lines of the escarpment against which lake waters
lapped in prehistoric times. Once a well-established aboriginal trail through old
growth forests that connected a vibrant network of Indigenous settlements, it
was gradually occupied, named, widened, and paved by European settlers.
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This c1895 view of the Canadian Pacific Railway crossing at muddy Davenport
Road is one of many historical images contained in the Torontoist History of
Davenport Road. It makes for a great read. If you prefer, you can find the article
right here in pdf form.

The Great Widening

The particular stretch of Davenport that curves through our patch between
Avenue Road and the CP tracks heading north to Macpherson was transformed
irrevocably in the 1930s when it was widened to accommodate increased traffic.
Buildings were demolished or, in the rare case, moved to make way for
impatient drivers.
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In June of 1931, the Beaufort apartment building at 359 Davenport (still
standing) was raised on blocks and moved back to allow for a second lane of
traffic. Note the trees that once flourished to the south.
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Not so lucky was the building housing Scott’s groceries at the corner of Dupont.
The site is now home to a low-rise commercial strip.
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A sure sign of the proliferation of automobiles: the gas station at the south east
corner of Bedford and Davenport pictured not long after the widening of the
roadway.

Plus Ça Change



Fast forward to 2022, and the turmoil on Davenport continues. Last month we
endured intrusive excavations as Hydro crews worked their way down the strip
to upgrade the underground electrical service. This allowed the Freed project at
342 Davenport to (finally!) reach for the sky. And the stage is also now set for the
other five Davenport projects currently in the pipeline.

 

Of the 26 projects currently being monitored by the ARA Planning
and Development Committee, nearly 25% are sited on the short
stretch of Davenport Road between Avenue and Dupont. The chart
above shows their various stages in the development process. To
locate them exactly on a map and to read application details, go to
the City’s Development Application web page and fill in the target
address.

 

The Freed building is finally on its way up after more than a year since the luffer
crane was installed (see our January 13, 2021 newsletter). Its impact on Admiral
Road is finally making itself felt.
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Site plan control having been finalized, the hoardings are up and foundation
work is beginning for the “Vertical Jungle.” When finished, it will dwarf the
recently completed AYC condo complex (at municipal address: 181 Bedford).

 

The Alterra project at 321 Davenport that caused such a public flap way back in
the summer of 2017 has received the go-ahead. There is no word as to how
many units have actually been sold. 

 

Despite intense community opposition, Burnac won permission for its project
(aka “the cruise ship”) at LPAT this past summer. That 1930s gas station pictured
earlier in this article occupied a small part of this site at 287 Davenport.  The die



is cast: Three of the four corners at Bedford and Davenport will soon sport high
rise buildings.

 

Bianca Pollak hopes to bring cutting edge architecture to the vacant parking lot
at 361 Davenport.

 

The newest project plotted for the corner of Ave and Dav can only be described
as “shock and awe” at thirty-five stories tall.

Cumulative Impact

Unfortunately, there is no mechanism currently in play at City Planning to allow
for coordination across development projects. Each is assessed on its own merits
rather than in the wider context of what else has already been approved for
construction. This was very much on his mind when Councillor Mike Layton
wrote to Council requesting a coordinated approach to development at the four
corners of Spadina and Bloor. Of that area he noted:

While there are height restrictions and building envelope guidelines, coordination
of the development proposals and understanding of the cumulative impact of
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development (human density) to infrastructure is an important piece that needs to
be considered.

This comment is equally applicable to the situation on Davenport. All we know
for sure is that life there is going to bring continued chaos for the foreseeable
future.

 

Notes and Queries
Board Meeting

The regular monthly meeting of the ARA Board is scheduled for tomorrow
(Thursday January 13) at 7:00 pm. Annex residents are welcome to attend. Just
email info@theara.org and ask for the Zoom link. 

Jab Three Available

Last November many readers took advantage of the booster jabs available at the
Toronto Western Family Health Clinic, 3rd floor, 444 Bathurst. Shots are once
again available during the early evening hours and appointments easy to make. 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association

https://www.theara.org/r?u=FINVH-GGq_iA_12hY8-GRTfMu1lfp2MrNV_vmhbPi4Y1IZIX6ec5ROvq115JlNSd&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=jan_12_2022_newsletter&n=8&test_email=1
mailto:gillianbartlettara@gmail.com
https://annex.nationbuilder.com/admin/broadcasters/1/mailings/52/html_preview

