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That was easy!
To be sure it was noisy: the blaring of truckers’ air horns was annoyingly
oppressive, particularly for those living at Bedford and Bloor. The incessant
whirring of helicopters overhead was somewhat unnerving. If you were a
business owner on Bloor, your life was made difficult. And there was no point in
getting the car out for a drive. But overall the 2022 freedom convoy invasion
proved to be a comparatively minor nuisance for Annex residents, not the siege
ongoing still in Ottawa.

The Canadian Way

For that we can thank Toronto police who were clear in their intentions from the
get-go to limit the protest to a demonstration rather than occupation. And in
the end, it was such a civil protest – so very Canadian. On Saturday afternoon
Bloor Street was converted into a pedestrian mall for which the dress code was
clear: confirmed protesters wore or carried Canadian flags while dissenting
bystanders sported masks.

The polite line-up outside Timmies at Bedford stretched into the street, most
customers standing well back from each other, though some, alas, entered
unmasked. There was a single “assault with weapon” charge laid by police. (The
weapon? Not a gun, but excrement. The miscreant? Possibly a protester, possibly
not.) And Bloor was cleared for vehicular traffic by the evening.

Sober Sunday

Of course we braced for more cacophony on Sunday. But apart from the
strategically placed police blockades at the northern edges of the Annex to
discourage southbound traffic, there was essentially zilch impact felt here in the
‘hood. Whew! Pretty much dodged that one, didn’t we?
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The protesters’ blockade was keenly felt and heard on Saturday as your intrepid
reporter walked down Bedford to Bloor, videotaping en route.

The spirit of Trump wasn’t far from the surface as you can see in this video of the
action on Bloor.

Sunday’s police blockades on the verge at key Davenport intersections kept
southbound traffic in check.

At Ave and Dav there was no heading south.
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Ditto for Dupont and Davenport.

 

 

Notes and Queries
Hot off the Press

Rumours of drastic changes to procedures, consultations, approvals, and appeals
had been flying about for some time. But yesterday the Provincial Government
officially released a profoundly radical report by the Ontario Housing
Affordability Task Force. The breathtaking document (available by clicking here)
is 33 pages long. But if you want the bottom line, there's a clear, no-holds-
barred summary of its 50 sweeping recommendations laid out in two short
pages at the outset. Needless to say, the ARA Property and Development
Committee will be reviewing the details and providing comments shortly.

 

Avenue Road Safety Coalition

You have to hand it to the ARSC. It’s leaders are determined to keep the pressure
on at City Hall. True, the City has now hired a consultant to study the feasibility

https://www.theara.org/r?u=x7qo17qR1Kb0lLg85yQYfAbXTC6Z7wxyptuSZemzKnGwZjWi-_ZjtJhtbxlO5BRvnxK0lLdLeChsrMjhFs3ysuYXE3EwIR20dtFaMMwIMza0nUMYezgL-A10fv-LspcgPx1hYARtCCp3CyhX4CVmXIS-8QbgU2fkFkJTFOjZNYcR85I7BMszUXtFmgZjJVmuxsZ9IAk-_AuQoclHYBC0yjaEJEbtz_tQg9Yrnby_kW8&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_09_2022_newsletter&n=5&test_email=1


of a revitalized Avenue Road. It’s also created a dedicated webpage that you are
encouraged to browse.

Nevertheless the ARSC recognizes there’s a continuing need for community
involvement if we’re to see real changes on this dangerous road. That’s why
they’re asking you to add your name (with postal code) to the community letter
by emailing them at:  info@avenueroadsafetycoalition.ca.

The map above (captured from the City's website) shows the stretch of Avenue
Road that's currently under the microscope. 

 

Frank Cunningham

Many of our members will be saddened to learn of the passing of Frank
Cunningham. Before he moved to Vancouver he was an ARA stalwart who
devoted countless hours to the community, particularly in his role as chair of
P+Z (the Planning and Zoning Committee, as it was then called). You can read
his words on our website to this day. And you can find his obituary on line. Our
sincere condolences to his wife Maryka and family.  

https://www.theara.org/r?u=i64gRp_xVI-izISEV0h4cfQppnsYfm7G9QVyiiOalH1AmuoCQiZz611msg1l5yzNTLnVNo2HygSdfxJad8Y7bfXGrIiiFPZTOyFdzIg7Sr21cVYS6RyrWBIRn6CFbQDzus1O-EMHWIJGCF1mx1jV8sfiHzU5YwP-iVC_AEQhjXk&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_09_2022_newsletter&n=6&test_email=1
mailto:info@avenueroadsafetycoalition.ca
https://www.theara.org/architectural_history?e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_09_2022_newsletter&n=7&test_email=1
https://www.theara.org/r?u=uwhPhGR5ANmv5vhQUoXg4i-yib_-uwNJSU3sygchCdo3tYRZ-NlSU7Ln27kbv0jDJKjYRyjO_k54YsWZoUmFyRgbP-SuNgslas2MjqxU89loOgjDoyTFSYHJ87oTztCLS4ysKbmSpXoh-j85vr6AEU_KSW3sSiBiHcr13fhWcCk&e=ea292d0f306089f5d26b32066409108d&utm_source=annex&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=feb_09_2022_newsletter&n=8&test_email=1


 

Report from “The Avenue”

Elliot Shulman reached out to let us know that the food bank's hosts at the
Church of the Messiah will soon be inviting guests inside now that Covid
restrictions are being lifted. And the volunteers who have carried this project
since its inception couldn't be more delighted.  

Entering the church premises will mark the return to a shopper’s model of food
distribution. Rather than being handed a pre-packed hamper at the door, guests
will browse open shelves to select what they need for the week. This opportunity
to make choices is especially important for single mothers with children and
people with severe dietary challenges who don’t fit a one-size-fits-all diet.

If you want to learn more about the food bank and the social initiatives arising
from it, check out Nicole Stoffman’s article in this month’s Annex Gleaner. 

Open shelves at the Avenue -- ready both for more donations and for food bank
guests to make their selections. 
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Thieves at the Doorstep

We’re sorry to report that there has recently been a string of parcel thefts in the
Annex. A resident reported last week on Facebook that she was victim of a tag
team of thieves: home video revealed that one woman served as lookout while
the other checked the parcel contents and purloined the items that were
deemed desirable. A business owner on Bathurst reported a similar theft last
week when a large box of merchandise was lifted less than two minutes after it
had been delivered to the door.

If you want some tips on how to avoid such thefts, try this online article from the
US: Fighting Pirates: A First Look at How to Prevent Porch Package Theft. And if
you yourself have been a victim, you can report the incident to Toronto police by
completing an online report. 

 

Call for Nominations

The ARA Board inaugurated its Community Builder Award in 2017. Alas, Covid
took its toll, so there was no winner for 2021.  But the Board is now reaching out
to ask for nominations for 2022.

Do you know someone who has contributed substantially to the betterment of
life in the Annex? Are you aware of an initiative that makes this place special? If
so, please write to info@theara.org with the subject line “Community Award”
and explain why this individual or group or initiative deserves recognition. The
winner will be announced at our Annual General Meeting in April.
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Pictured above is Helen Goldlist, 2020 winner of the Community Builder Award.
Check out our website to learn about her contributions as well as those of past
recipients.

 

ARA Board Meeting Tomorrow

As many of you know, the Board meets regularly on the second Thursday of the
month, and Annex residents are always welcome. It was so much pleasanter
when we could meet in person, but these days it’s admittedly so much more
convenient to attend by viewing talking heads on Zoom.

If you’d like to be there tomorrow evening from 7:00—9:00, then please write to
info@theara.org with the subject line “Feb 10 Board Meeting” and our Secretary,
Micky Fraterman, will email you the link. And if you want to prep beforehand,
you can find a list of the players and information about our committees on the
ARA website. 
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Budget Town Hall

That said, this is a reminder that at almost exactly the same time on Thursday
evening as our monthly Board meeting, Councillors Cressy, Layton, and Wong-
Tam will be holding a joint town hall to discuss the 2022 municipal
budget. Topics for discussion include COVID-19 impacts and public health,
housing and the environment, and Downtown recovery. After short
presentations, residents will be invited to have their say and get their questions
answered. The meeting takes place at 6:30 on Zoom. Click here to register. 

The Annex Residents' Association is a volunteer organization of residents committed to
improving and preserving the distinctive character of our neighbourhood. Our strength

depends on our base of support in a well-informed community.

This email was sent to gillianbartlettara@gmail.com. To stop receiving emails, click here to
unsubscribe.

The Annex Residents' Association
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