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Why We Struggle
Since the day after Nicolás Maduro Moros was democratically elected President of Venezuela, April 13, 2013, our
country has been the victim of violent actions that constitute human rights abuses.
There have been violent political actions carried about by sectors of Venezuelan society who do not acknowledge the
majority will of the people as expressed in the elections and aim to force a break in constitutional order. These
actions have been supported and accompanied by foreign people, parties and governments, including organizations
linked to organized crime and terrorism.
On that same 13th of April, the opposition candidate who lost the election, Henrique Capriles Radonski, called on his
supporters to express their “arrechera” on the streets in protest of electoral results that did not favor him. In
Venezuela, the word arrechera is synonymous with anger, hate and violence.
This public convocation, which spurred politically motivated acts of violence, was made on television, radio and social
media networks and led his supporters to assault people who were celebrating President Maduro’s electoral victory,
as well as public institutions aimed at providing essential public services such as health and food.
This political event, for which the losing candidate was directly responsible, led to the deaths of nine (9) people and
injuries to dozens more, the majority of whom were on the streets expressing their joy for the electoral victory. It is
important to note that the violent actions included the use of firearms and many cases of such use were
premeditated.
Later, between February and June 2014, our country suffered another assault of political violence aimed at breaking
down constitutional order. The new offensive, called “la salida” (the exit) was publically called for by opposition
parties and political leaders, including Leopoldo López Mendoza, María Corina Machado and Antonio Ledezma.
During this period, peaceful and legitimate protests that expressed the opinions of a democratic sector of
Venezuela’s population were joined by violent protests, terrorist actions and crimes against the general public, in
particular against those who support President Maduro’s administration.
Perhaps the gravest thing that occurred was that the violence was supported or praised by opposition governors and
mayors, including their police forces. The behavior of San Cristobal Mayor Daniel Ceballos and Mayor Enzo Scarano
of San Diego Municipality were particularly striking in that regard.
As part of these actions, various parts of the country were subjected to “guarimbas” (violence involving street
barricades) in their streets. Barricades made of all sorts of materials were installed with the goal of obstructing
vehicles and people. It must be stressed that in some places, steel wires were placed across roads to knock down
motorcycle riders who attempted to cross the barricades. A retired general tweeted instructions on how to carry out
this criminal action.

During these events that occurred between February and June 2014, a total of forty-three (43) people died. Of these,
twenty-nine (29) died from gunshots, seven (7) from booby traps placed on roads, and nine (9) died while clearing
debris from roads. Those who were carrying out political violence to achieve “la salida” – that is, a breakdown of
constitutional order and the overthrow of President Maduro – bear responsibility for the majority of these deaths.
To describe the level and type of violence undertaken by these sectors it should also be noted that nine (9) officers
from police forces and the Bolivarian National Armed Force died from gunshot wounds. Some of these were shot as
they removed debris from the streets after protests had ceased. Hundreds of other people suffered injuries. In
addition, fire was set to a public pre-school where over ninety-four (94) children under age six (6) were located. Fire
was also set to public health centers whose health care workers were inside after receiving death threats and being
physically assaulted. Buses were set on fire while exits were blocked for drivers and passengers.
It is also necessary to note other infrastructure aimed at providing basic public services that were burned and
destroyed: health centers, schools, universities, libraries, warehouses holding subsidized food, electricity
infrastructure, water treatment plants and public transportation. These actions threatened and violated the people’s
collective human rights.
Unfortunately, all of these events have been silence or distorted by a few media outlets and other political actors,
including international human rights organizations, that attempted to portray the intellectual authors and perpetrators
of violence as victims of state power, forgetting those who truly suffered the consequences of the call to violence.
Those of us who make up the Committee of Victims of Violent Protests and the Ongoing Coup have directly suffered
these grave violations of human rights. We have lost loved ones: sons, daughters, fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters,
partners, husbands and wives. We have directly experienced violence unleashed by political ambitions and we are
living with the consequences.
As such, we are decided in demanding an investigation to determine the truth of the events, to identify those
intellectually and materially responsible for these human rights abuses and what their true motives were, and, above
all, to hold them accountable.
We are convinced that there will be no justice until the truth is known by all, inside and outside the country.

The Violent Protests (Guarimba)
In remembering the events of February 2014 and later days, the first thing that comes to mind in trying to explain
them is that guarimba is the word rage. Guarimba is the manifestation of unbridled violence and rage, from sectors
opposed to the national government, that caused the deaths of dozens of fellow citizens.
The guarimba consists of installing barricades on public roads made of barbed wire, galvanized steel wire hung
across the road, oil spills, tires, mattresses, chopped-down trees and other debris. This is aimed at preventing the
passage of vehicles and peoples. The barricades are then protected from surrounding areas by people carrying
firearms to “defend them” from any citizen who attempts crossing or from any authority that attempts to remove them.
On thinking of the guarimba, what comes to mind is the perpetration of violence aimed at undermining the peace and
coexistence among our people.

How did the Committee of Victims of Violent Protests and the Ongoing Coup come to be?
In the midst of silence and the invisibilization of our histories, a group of victims and family members who lost loved
ones as a result of the wave of violence in Venezuela in 2013 and 2014, we decided to organize to demand justice,
to demand that the intellectual and material authors of these nefarious acts be identified, and to support measures of
reparations and comprehensive care for victims.
This initiative surged after an inhumane act that threatened the physical and psychological well-being of a group of
children in our country. On April 1, 2014, after the leader of the Voluntad Popular political party, Leopoldo López,
and his allies called for the streets to be taken, groups of vandals began to assault public institutions.
On that day, the Ministry of People’s Power for Housing and Habitat – currently the Ministry of People’s Power for
Ecosocialism, Habit and Housing – was the target of violent and terrorist actions that developed in different parts of
the country. Violent groups screamed “We need to burn chavistas!” and began to throw Molotov cocktails, rocks and
other heavy objects. They managed to set fire to this public institution, fanning the flames with bottles full of gasoline.
Unfortunately, this occurred under the permissive watch of the Chacao municipal police, whose officers did nothing to
stop these actions and guarantee the safety and security of people in the building.
The fire primarily affected Casa Cuna (cradle house) that operated in the Ministry, where 94 children of employees
between the ages of six months and three years inhaled toxic gases that threatened their lives.
Full of indignation, mothers, fathers and representatives of these children filed a writ of protection under the courts so
that Chacao municipal Mayor Ramón Muchacho would have to prevent this type of situation in his jurisdiction. The
court ruled in favor of the children and ordered the Mayor to undertaken actions and take preventative measures
against violence that threatened the physical and emotional integrity of people in the municipality.
During that process, we mobilized and began to get to know some of the victims of these events, but others soon
came forward who had not only been affected by the guarimbas but also by the call from Miranda Governor and
former presidential candidate Capriles Radonski, who – in April 2013, after President Nicolás Maduro was elected –
addressed the nation to refuse to acknowledge the results broadcast by the National Electoral Council and called on
his followers to “release their anger.”
Since that point, we began to build a database of information on those affected by both events. Many people joined
us to tell their stories and show their photographic and video evidence, thereby becoming part of the struggle. From
this day to day contact arose the need to organize as a committee to reject this offensive of violence and terrorism
against the people that has threatened the human rights of those of us who live in Venezuela.

For Truth and Justice

Stories of Some of our Victims

JULIO GONZÁLEZ PINTO
Assistant District Attorney of the prosecutor's office of the State of Carabobo, 46 years old.
On February 18, 2014, Julio was named special attorney on call due to the acts of
vandalism that were happening in the state of Carabobo. Around 11:20 p.m., he left his
home and went to a health care center to check on the health of the victims of the
terrorists attacks. 1.5 miles from his home, he was caught off guard by a barricade built by
groups in opposition to the government of Nicolás Maduro placed in Cuatricentenaria
Avenue in Mirador Heights, Caracas. This wall was made of old beds, garbage, stones
and tree trunks that Julio tried to avoid, but he lost control of his vehicle and crashed into a tree, dying instantly.
HENDER BASTARDO AGREDA
21 years old
After President Nicolás Maduro’s victory, Hender José was celebrating in the La Morita de
Cumanacoa neighborhood in the state of Sucre. Also present were members of the
opposition, who were protesting and yelling “Fraud!” regarding the electoral results.
Violent groups attacked several people indentified as chavistas. Shots were heard. One of
them killed Hender and left three of his friends wounded.

RAMZOR BRACHO BRAVO.
Capitan in the Bolivarian National Guard, 36 years old.
On 12 March, at 3:53 p.m., Ramzor Bracho Bravo was trying to disperse a violent
demonstration on Feo La Cruz de Mañongo Avenue, in Naguanagua, Carabobo.
Groups of vandals began setting garbage on fire near a gas station, which was an
imminent risk to the neighboring communities. Criminal groups started to fire
against the Bolivarian National Guard, fatally wounding one of his colleagues.
Capitan Bracho was trying to rescue his partner when he was shot dead.

ROSIRIS REYES RANGEL.
44 years old.
Rosiris died on April, 14, 2013 after being shot while defending a public
comprehensive health care center in the Piedra Azul neighborhood of Baruta,
Miranda. A chavista, Rosiris was protecting these facilities that were created by the
Bolivarian Government with the support of Cuban doctors, nurses and personnel.
The health care center was being destroyed by violent opposition groups.

ELVIS DURÁN DE LA ROSA.
29 years old
On February 22, 2014, Elvis Duran de la Rosa, age 29, was driving his motorcycle
home on a major road in eastern Caracas when he attempted to cross a barricade
set up by protestors and tragically hit galvanized steel wire that was put across the
road which he could not see in time. The young man was beheaded.

Our Objectives
•

Demand that investigations, criminal and disciplinary processes aimed at punishing the intellectual and
material authors of these human rights violations, especially those who encourage or politically directed
these actions, are carried out as diligently, expeditiously and efficiently as possible.

•

Insist that measures taken against people investigated or sanctioned remain in force. These individuals
were investigated or punished due to their intellectual or material responsibility for the grave events of April
2013, and from February through June 2014, which had serious consequences for the right to life and the
physical integrity of our family members and those of us in the Committee of Victims.

•

Demand that the truth is established and disclosed regarding the events that led to the wave of uncontrolled
violence after the presidential elections of April 2013 and during February and later months in 2014, with a
special emphasis on the development of investigations that will shed light on the events and their broadcast
by public and private media that operate in the country and abroad.

•

Initiate necessary actions and measures to offer help to victims of human rights violations, including health
care and citizen safety, particularly to the people and family members who have been left distressed due to
the loss of loved ones or are disabled due to injuries suffered.

Immediate Actions

1. Standardize information relating to the cases of victims or family members so that it may be publicly released.
2. Visit institutions of the Venezuelan State: the Office of the Ombudsperson, the National Assembly, the Office of

the Public Prosecutor, the Supreme Court, Legislative Councils, among others, in order to request that
investigations be sped up, so that the guilty can be identified and to request comprehensive care for the victims
of these tragic events.

3. Complete the necessary paperwork to guarantee comprehensive care for the victims, including health care and
civil reparations.

4. Speak in public to urge that those responsible are punished, especially those who are already on trial or under
arrest so that impunity does not reign.

5. Visit international bodies dedicating to protecting human rights to expose the truth about these events.
6. Testify as victims, or through the Office of the Ombudsperson, in criminal proceedings.
7. Testify against or sue State bodies and people for civil liabilities.
8. Hold campaigns to broadcast the truth of events following the April 2013 presidential elections and during
February and later months in 2014.

