
1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Honey don't worry... keep peddling it'll 
just be a little longer and we'll be out of 
here” 
 
A collection of reviews for Venice Beach and boardwalk 
submitted to Trip Advisor and Yelp! 
 
 
 
 
 
Includes the collection of articles on 
 
“How the tent city ruined night time beach access for 
everyone.”  
 
 
 

Compiled by Derek Harbaugh 
January 6th, 2015 

 



2 
 

 
“Fun, but watch out at night” 

Reviewed January 6, 2015 NEW  

The boardwalk has lots of colourful shops and cafes - we had a great lunch at the Venice Ale 
House (ordered a coconut water which came in a real coconut, lovely surprise!) 
 
We stayed in Marina del Rey and walked through Venice to get to Santa Monica - it was a fairly 
long walk (around 4 miles) but we really enjoyed taking in the scenery on foot. 
 
However, after the sun set we didn't feel safe and witnessed quite a few fights and 
confrontations going on. Beware!  

Visited September 2014 

“Mixed feelings” 
Reviewed January 5, 2015 NEW  

I was saying at a hotel close to venice beach. The boardwalk has some nice shops and eateries , 
along with many street vendors. It can has performers, tattoo artists, street artists vying for 
your attention and that can be fun. 
Although there are druggies and beggars too so need to a bit careful with your belonging. its a 
colorful place :).  

Visited August 2014 

Pretty much a tourist trap and very gritty. As I walked the esplanade we witnessed several drug 
deals and passed multiple people and groups smoking drugs. Not very family friendly. 
Lots of touristy shops and nice looking cafes. Very mixed crowd from trendy looking café to 
homeless and also lots of skater teens smoking drugs.  
 
Would not hurry to visit here again.  

Visited December 2014 

Los Angeles still tries to promote Venice but the place is an embarrassment. They try to pull off 

the Portland Weird vibe along with mini San Francisco but the place is a dump and most locals 

no to stay away. I dare you to hang out in Venice after dark. Hopefully enough tourist will avoid 

this place and LA will catch on to clean it up. You will be asked for $ constantly by the 

aggressive homeless. Street performers will aggressively try to get $ out of anyone who stops to 

watch. The beaches in Los Angeles are depressing...they really are. If you want a better beach 

experience that involves the pure spirit of surfing and peace try Huntington Beach in Orange 

County. Bolsa Chica State Beach is attached with excellent bird watching. Or go to Balboa 

Island Boardwalk/Newport Beach...beautiful peaceful vibe. “Wow! The Tiajuana of California 

beaches!!” 

Reviewed December 7, 2014  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r247812796-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r247571320-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r243414988-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r243414988-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
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And with that title I would have to give the nod to TJ.  
Went on a Saturday afternoon and walk the length of the boardwalk freak show. My wife and 
I's consensus was "don't want our kids around here!" And our kids are 21-29. From the 
homeless, to the pot smokers and "carny" types this place literally stinks.  
The weather was great, so I can't imagine coming here in the summer when it's hot and more 
people are there.....the smell would really be awesome.  
California has some of the most beautiful beaches in the world and this area is a 'scab' on that 
beauty. We thought we would see some interesting artist and vendors but it was more along the 
lines of the worst carnival carnies and bums you can imagine! I counted 4 Pot prescription 
booths, head shops(which I thought where illegal?). There where no real artist there.......just 
some whit guy trying to rap and another group trying to get old whit guys to walk like pimps.  
Kind of felt dirty when we left.  
I guess it takes all kinds and if you want to see a bunch of dregs and freaks then this is the place 
for you.  
 
I would not recommend going and keep your kids away!  
Just a short drive up the coast to Santa Monica Pier or south to Manhattan beach is where you 
can enjoy California beaches not ruined by this blight.  

Visited December 2014 

Don't be there as the suns starts to set but be there before that.” 
Reviewed December 3, 2014  

I've been here a few time but wanted to take my wife and little boy to see the famous 
boardwalk. We took the bus from our Airport hotel and the bus ride was inexpensive and 
interesting. We arrived a bit late in the afternoon and settled in for a great meal at one of the 
any cafe's and then walked along the boardwalk passing the man on the Blades, a guy laying on 
broke glass, young me playing 4 on 4 basketball and of course Muscle Beach where a few 
muscled up boys were trying to charge for a photo. I told them to get out of my shot as they 
were spoiling the equipment. 
It still has pzazz but getting on dark it begins to take on that sinister side. It is an area known 
for drugs and that is their time. Easy. Get the early, enjoy the atmosphere and get going.  

“Checked off bucket list & wouldn't go back” 
Reviewed December 3, 2014  

Prior to our California trip, we watched shows, read books, and listened to advice of the places 
we absolutely shouldn't miss seeing. So on day 1, we headed to the Venice Beach Boardwalk. 
WOW. Eye opening is an understatement.  
 
We had a bad/scary adventure with parking but that's probably our fault for not researching 
ahead of time and obviously having a big tourist stamp on our heads! Luckily our rental car 
wasn't destroyed and none of our belongings were stolen. Just beware of leaving your keys with 
someone who will park/squeeze your car into a little lot. I'm still amazed that none of the 
homeless people have figured out that the guys who park the cars leave the driver's windows 
down and the keys over the visor. That's really safe! Yikes!  
 
The boardwalk is filled with souvenir shops, restaurants, artists, and street performers. It is a 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r242654038-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r242640576-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
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very busy atmosphere with all different types of people.  
 
Warning: the locals set up stands and sell homemade crafts but they do NOT want you to take 
pictures. They will become confrontational if you do and they have signs saying how much they 
charge to take pictures. So be careful!  
 
Another warning: I knew the boardwalk would be filled with street performers and I knew 
they'd probably have buckets for tips. But what I didn't know is this....if you stand there and 
watch a performance, they will throw out a specific dollar amount that you owe when the show 
is finished ($20 PER PERSON). One show we watched even went as far as to say that having no 
cash isn't an excuse cause you can use your credit card and get cash out of the ATM right 
behind them. Also, there wasn't a tip bucket. Instead, they literally walked from one person to 
the next collection money. Not a good or safe atmosphere!  
 
There was a freak show on the boardwalk that you could go into for an admission fee. No joke. 
They had midgets and a bearded lady sitting outside trying to attract tourists to pay to come 
inside. We didn't take the bait.  
 
We looked at several of the little boardwalk food places and even the biggest restaurants, but 
none really grabbed our attention (at least not both of us were craving the same type of food).  
 
Overall, we spent several hours here walking the boardwalk and while I'm glad we can mark it 
off the bucket list, it will NOT be on the list of places I'd like to ever visit again.  

“Getting dirty” 
Reviewed November 29, 2014  

I come to Venice since 40 years and it was never so dirty and full with apparently happy 
homeless people. They might have found the plant to make all horror disappear, otherwise it is 
incomprehensive why they stay in droves. If you want to see the sea go to Santa Monica 
instead.  

Visited November 2014 

“Interesting but depressing” 
Reviewed November 15, 2014  

I would certainly not want to take children here. It felt very dirty no maybe where you are on 
the broadwalk. I was depressed when leaving just to know so many people are in dire straights 
even if it is by choice or illness. Knew things were a little different when there were police ever 
few steps along the broadwalk.  

Visited November 2014 

“Still a hippie boardwalk”  
Reviewed November 8, 2014  

Doesn't look like much gas changes over the past 40-50 years. Still looks like something from 
the 1960-70's. I would not want to go there after dark - scary enough during the day. I would 
NOT recommend, unless you like that sort of life. Definitely better beach boardwalks 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r242030798-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r239955345-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r238829435-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#REVIEWS
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“the sights, the sounds and the smells---” 
Reviewed October 31, 2014  

10.30.2014 -- seedy, shabby but fascinating if you can stomach the smell of marijuana whafting 
out of the numerous Marijuana clinics.  
But the most major troubling social aspect is the sheer number of homeless people about, 
amongst their possessions -- some even with multiple pet dogs in tow. Many of the street 
artists seemed to be living in squalor too on the streets. So sad and so humbling to see.  

“Lots of Homeless People” 
Reviewed October 27, 2014  

It was a beautiful beach, lots of rentals, great restaurants, very congested and lots of homeless 
people though. Although they do not bother much, there are a significant amoutn all over the 
place from on the beach, all along the boardwalk, in the gazebos, etc. It's very sad even though 
it almost seems as if they enjoy it as vain as that may sound.  

Visited October 2014Not a good place for Kids” 

Reviewed October 25, 2014  

Lots of little stores but nothing special. Homeless laying everywhere, you could smell the 
marijuana. Just a dirty place and very disappointing.  

Visited October 2014 

“Interesting place for people watching” 
Reviewed October 18, 2014  

Yes, the area is a bit shady but it was interesting to walk down and see all the buzz and crazy 
people. We went during sunset and there were less people. Shops were nearly closing around 6. 
Although we did feel like this was bit of a shady area. So watch your bags.  

“Very dirty not someplace I would visit again”  
Reviewed October 12, 2014  

I was excited to visit Venice Beach boardwalk but once I got there I couldn't wait to leave. It's 
so filthy. Yup there us the skateboard park and muscle beach but who cares? It's not that 
exciting Absolutely not returning here  

“Interesting”  
Reviewed October 10, 2014  

Interesting to visit quickly and leave. We walked from Santa Monica to Venice Beach along the 
boardwalk. What a difference between the two. Venice Beach is dirty, and seems to have a 
massive gathering of people living along the beach and path ways.  

“A Long hot walk”  
Reviewed October 7, 2014  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r237316382-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r236555165-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r236253034-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r235011724-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r234032036-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#REVIEWS
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r233557412-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#REVIEWS
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r233102725-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#REVIEWS
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This is another must see spot however be prepaired to be hassled by everyone wanting Money 
the entire time you are here. We did this walk on a 100 degree day, did wonders for the tan 
Great shopping and food along the way.  

“Tourist trap and homeless haven” 
Reviewed September 28, 2014  

There's a number of shops along the area, which all cater to the tourist. Once you've been in 
one shop, you've pretty much been in them all. Few places for food along the area, and most of 
them looked questionable. The area was filled with homeless people panhandling, some rude 
street vendors who would stand in your way, and gang members strolling around the area. I 
was in a group in the middle of the day, so I felt safe, but I wouldn't come back here after dark 
and/or alone. There was nothing really special about it, and not worth the hype it was given.  

“Done it, wouldn't go back” 
Reviewed September 26, 2014  

Venice beach it one of those place you need to go, just to say you have done it. Now Ive done it, 
I dont have any urge to rush back. I was quite disappointed by the selection of shops and food 
and was expecting something far more upmarket than what was available. It really does seem 
full of tat stalls, with lots of homeless people sleeping along the sidewalk. 
If you move toward the beach away from the boardwalk, it's much prettier but if you want a 
safe and less touristy area to walk along, I would head to Santa Monica beachfront instead  

Visited September 2014 

“Worth the sites but not with kids!” 
Reviewed September 19, 2014  

The sites and sounds of the boardwalk are hilarious but I would ever bring my kids. Marijuana 
dispensaries, Jamaican music videos being filmed etc etc. Heck, I went to see the bodybuilders 
work out and all I saw was a guy working out in his underwear. And I don't mean boxers, I 
mean Michael Jordan endorsed tight whites. Also, due to the amount of people the actual 
beach area was horrendous. I actually found a used condom twenty yards in from the shore.  

Visited September 2014 

“Not what I expected” 
Reviewed September 16, 2014  

Very much a case of been there and done that. To be honest it was a bit of a let down. Cheep 
clothes shops, down and outs and small fenced of gym that is not what you expect to be Muscle 
Beach. Best said is been there done that won't be back!  

Visited September 2014 

“Not sure why this is an attraction?” 
Reviewed September 15, 2014  

It's a beach, beach front, beach walk - just like other beaches but with smell of urine 
everywhere and lots of homeless staying in the park and beach front. It's not a good sight. Not 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r231348203-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r231095536-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r229758455-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r229307376-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r228930161-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
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good for tourist and there's a public toilet here however do not wish to even go in to use it as 
would assume the homeless pitch their tent near here to use them. 
 
Use the boardwalk to walk to the piers and look at the junk that's being sold by the vendors. 
Lots of eateries selling fast food.  
 
What's good about it is there's a path for bikes and a path for walkers so there's no clashing 
however some bikes come into the walkers' path. The sunset is gorgeous from here though. 
 
The water is so far away from the hotel strip as the sandy area is so wide. Heaps of physical 
activities like cycling, body building equipment, volleyball nets on sand, skate park etc to 
people watch. So many weirdos.  

Visited September 2014 

“A let down” 
Reviewed September 11, 2014  

After so many years of hearing about this area my wife and I wanted to make it a stop on our 
California trip. Well....we can say we saw it. We didn't feel unsafe but with the smell of weed in 
the air, many street craft/art venders who appear to live on the beach and the occasional strong 
smell of urine......lets just say the area has seen better days. You will see lots of strange 
charactors if you like to people watch but not our scene!  

Visited September 2014 

“Prefer Santa Monica” 
Reviewed September 7, 2014  

We rented bikes and went on the bike path To Venice ! Went past Muscle beach and on to the 
pier ! Soooo many homeless people sleeping in groups on the Grass and on the beach ! Feeling 
sad in My heart ! We just went out on the pier and rode our bikes back to SM  

“interesting but hit and miss on safety” 
Reviewed September 1, 2014  

I have been there many times and sometimes it feels safe and sometimes it is criminal central. I 
really love the unique feel all the interesting things to shop for and the performance artists. You 
really don't see that anywhere else in the area so it is a one of a kind experience. I have gone 
many times and it has been fun and a great time. But sometimes the gangs show up in droves 
or the homeless are too aggressive and the police presence is not what it should be, so I would 
say worth a trip but be aware of surroundings.  

Visited May 2014 

“The worst place I've ever been too!” 
Reviewed August 27, 2014  

Venice Beach - what can I say. The Boardwalk is home to the lost & the bewildered. The air is 
sweet with the smell of Weed which is freely available to all at a small price. 10 mins after I 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r228305351-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r227580505-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r225824054-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r224744348-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
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arrive myself & my daughters had the pleasure of seeing the seedy side of the USA. Men & 
Women walking around in a total stupor high as kites, while others offered us Weed as if it 
were a 'Diet Coke'. There is nothing to see here. Seedy gift shops, tattoo parlours & just pure 
ugly. Maybe this is some1s kinda dream place but if you want class, nice restaurants & beautiful 
people travel a mile or two down the coast to Santa Monica. Venice Beach is a hell hole. Not 
even it's beach redeems it. 

It was cool to see but I was surprised how dirty it was. I guess I just always thought it was going 

to be a little nicer. But we still had a good time walking around. “Not for Families” 

Reviewed August 16, 2014  

After spending a few hours at Santa Monica Beach, my daughter wanted to check out Venice 
Beach which was about 4 miles south of Santa Monica. So, we drove down and parked at one of 
the lots a block from the beach and walked in.  
 
I have to say that Venice Beach is the exact opposite of Santa Monica Beach. Venice has a 
rougher crowd of people, with strange looking people wandering around, shops promoting 
cannabis, and a lot of swearing in general. Definitely not a place you should take your family.  
 
There's a big fascination for Muscle Beach where big body builders lift weights outside so 
passbyers can gawk at them, and a skateboard park for 20 year olds to impress the crowds with 
their skills. In my opinion, these people are just showing off and like the attention, especially 
the weight lifters. Nothing that I'm interested in.  
 
So if you've got a family and don't want to hear the swearing or see obscene merchandise, avoid 
Venice Beach and head up to Santa Monica Beach instead. 

“The Weird and the Wonderful” 
Reviewed August 15, 2014  

We had parked the car in Venice Beach and walked to Santa Monica along the beach, so we 
walked back along the Venice Beach Boardwalk. How do you sum up Venice Beach? I guess my 
heading says it all. There are pedestrians, cyclists, skateboarders, rollerskaters, beautiful 
people, bizarre people, and so-called musicians flogging dodgy CDs. There are places to eat, 
drink and build up your muscles. Yes, it's a bit of a freakshow but it's interesting, I suppose. It 
wasn't as good as expected, but it depends what you're looking for. I was looking for my car.  

Not for me!” 
Reviewed August 6, 2014  

First I have to say that I have a very open mind, and I firmly believe that there is nothing wrong 
with seeing any place at least once. I stand by that with the VB Boardwalk. 
 
However, this place is just not for me. Although I appreciate the uniqueness and diversity, the 
entire experience just left me feeling sad. Within 5 minutes, my husband and I stopped for a 
quick hot dog at one of the boardwalk stands. I noticed a little boy crying nearby - probably 
about 4 years old. Luckily, a LA fireman on a bike was at the same hot dog stand. We went to 
get him to help the little boy. Turns out, this little boy was lost. The fireman put the boy on his 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r222238473-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r221976886-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r220158101-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
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shoulders to see if he could find his dad. We watched this for about 15 minutes, to no avail, the 
boy didn't find who he was looking for and was still crying. We walked around for about an 
hour. On our way out, on the south side of the boardwalk area, the same boy was now with 2 
female officers, who were trying to keep him happy. He had a balloon sword he was playing 
with at this time. Still, no parent anywhere around, and an hour had gone by. I felt so, so, so 
sorry for him. I wish I knew the resolution of his situation. 
 
Also, I was also deeply saddened by the sight of grown adults bringing their young kids to wait 
with them into the "medical" places. 
 
I am aware that these situations can happen anywhere, but having too much of this in such a 
short amount of time, all in the same place, gave me the feeling that I needed to get out of 
there, quick.  
 
The only thing I enjoyed about Venice at all was the neighborhood with the canals (separate 
review). And that, I loved. 
 
I know a lot of people will think VB is really cool, it just isn't for me. I would never bring my 
kids there either.  

Visited August 2014 

Wierdsville USA” 
Reviewed July 29, 2014  

Take a walk from Santa Monica and enjoy the broad walk .. after a couple of miles you end up 
in Venice beach .. Official Home of Skateboarding and Golds Gym and the wacky people who 
inhabit the beach area ... its fruity and controversial , weed and tobacco scent the air it was 
different but i preferred the less fruity Santa Monica Beach .. its a matter of taste I guess..  

Visited May 2014 

Pretty gross really, but if you have time...” 
Reviewed July 29, 2014  

We came here after visiting Santa Monica Pier - jeez, what a difference! At first, when you're 
walking up from the main street it seems pretty cool and lively, lots of people and lots 
happening. But then you realise it is just quite dodgy. Heaps of homeless, sketchy-looking 
people, obvious drug use. It's nothing special, but at least we can say we've been there. Not 
really a place to spend too much time. The open air gym is pretty funny to watch all the muscly 
guys showing off! Avoid the public toilets at ALL costs, they are absolutely foul.  

Visited June 2014 

“Not great” 
Reviewed July 14, 2014  

We stopped on the way back to our hotel in Santa Monica. There were people from all walks of 
life, to say the least. Lots of souvenir shops. Didn't feel safe. Maybe it's better during the day. 
The beach itself looks nice though.  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r218227207-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r218138259-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r215417109-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
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Visited June 2014 

“Exactly like on TV but not my thing” 
Reviewed July 13, 2014  

There are lots of little shops selling shirts, bags and other odds and ends, there are people 
skateboarding, theres the famous gym.. Exactly like i have seen on TV but there are also lots of 
potheads trying to sell you art, mixtapes and medicinal marijuana. 
 
As someone from Australia, the beach was disappointing. My husband who is American also 
agreed (Just so you not I am not biased). 
 
Its worth a trip to say you have been, but now that i have seen it, i probably wouldn't go again.  

Visited November 2013 

“Ok to visit for 10 minutes. That's it!” 
Reviewed July 10, 2014  

Yes- it's a place to visit so you can say you visited it. Having grown up near Hollywood Florida 
beach my whole life, I can tell you that Venice Beach is not that attractive. It's eccentric in 
nature....make no mistake. I've read some reviews where people are saying they saw no drug 
use, nor strange people. You obviously walked through Venice Beach in 5 minutes!! We were 
invited into hemp shops, smelled hemp, was stopped by people selling their rap CD's and 
watched some moron curse at himself profusely. We found it amusing, but I would not 
recommend this for families with children. 
 
This is a good place to stop and see, but I wouldn't spend a beach day there.  

Visited July 2014 

“UGH!” 
Reviewed July 9, 2014  

We really looked forward to visiting this area as we had heard so much about it being a truly 
unique place. We quickly learned that once was more then enough!. The cast of characters is 
definitely unique but the place itself was dirty as were many of the characters. A walk out on 
the pier was nauseating as the smell of urine was overpowering-totally gross.  

Visited July 2014 

“Definitely a must-see” 
Reviewed June 29, 2014  

I agree with other reviewers who have cautioned, in good nature, that you should be prepared 
before you go.  
 
My wife and I enjoyed the boardwalk. Be sure to stay in the pedestrian lanes, and do not walk 
in the bike lanes.  
 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r215125202-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r214740743-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r214503041-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r212608723-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
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Must see attractions: outdoor weight lifters (be warned: if your significant other likes muscle 
guys, you might have a hard time getting your significant other to leave!); skate park; and the 
beach itself (it's huge!).  
 
The original "Pumping Iron" documentary (technically, a "docu-drama") with Arnold inspired 
me to get fit, so seeing Venice Beach and Muscle Beach was a "bucket list" item for sure.  
 
There are lots of hippies and homeless people in Venice Beach, but they never bothered us. 
Outdoor medical marijuana use is common, so the smell of marijuana is ubiquitous in Venice 
Beach. Just be aware of that.  
 
There are several medical marijuana "clinics" in Venice Beach, and one of their "doctors" 
approached me and assured me that he could "get me legal" quickly. I don't have any problems 
with marijuana use, whether recreationally or medicinally, but I don't smoke, so I politely 
declined.  
 
Lots of shops, local artists, t-shirt shops, etc. 
 
There are also several street performers. Do not photograph them without tipping them. That's 
a fast way to start an argument or a scene.  
 
A police officer warned me not to carry my camera equipment to Venice after dark. He used the 
phrase, "sitting duck" about 5 times. Definitely keep your "Street Smarts" while on the 
boardwalk, especially at night. Violent crime is extremely rare, but with all of the street 
performers and other activities, pickpockets and other thefts could occur. Carry your wallet in 
your front pocket, put your cell phone in your pocket, etc.  

“Nice beach” 
Reviewed June 25, 2014  

This is part of our city tour, so many shops to see and many skate boarders. The only downfall 
is too many homeless people at the walk areas, using tents and police roaming around too 
often, otherwise nice place to walk  

Visited June 2014 

“Must See but Maybe Only Once” 
Reviewed June 23, 2014  

Venice is something that should be seen for first timers to LA.That being said I doubt many 
would want more than one visit.Its so grubby and carnival like.And man have those Venicians 
got the no free photo thing down.Signs everywhere.Food looks nasty and junk shops are 
expensive.  

Visited June 2014 

“An Interesting Place” 
Reviewed June 15, 2014  
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Coming from the conservative south, it was hard to keep my lower jaw in place. There were 
some fun "street performances" and the view once you walked down to the beach was pretty, 
but this is not a place for families with small children at all, and I saw plenty there. Tattoo 
shops, medicinal marijuana evaluations, piercing shops, scantily clad "muscle men", homeless 
sleeping all around - I've been there, done it, don't care to go back.  

Didn't feel safe at night” 
Reviewed June 12, 2014 via mobile  

During the day I felt ok walking the boardwalk. There are a bunch of people selling their work 
and some was cool. But once it became dark you soon realized how many people actually live 
on the boardwalk or beach. I have never seen so many homeless people. It was so depressing. 
Many were drunk or smoking weed I didn't feel safe. Cops would stay in their vehicles and 
watch the drama that took place.  

Visited April 2014 

This place has fallen apart!” 
Reviewed May 28, 2014  

I visited Venice Beach several years ago, and it was a vivid, active place to visit. I stopped by to 
check it out once again, and was sad to see it is falling apart, and several homeless people have 
taken-over the boardwalk. Tourists will not like seeing that. The prices of t-shirts have gone up, 
and this place used to be a reasonably priced place to find t-shirts, but not any more! The ocean 
is the only thing that is a positive experience of Venice Beach. The rest of it is dirty, and 
disappointing. I am not sure I will be returning. I did visit a restaurant that was very 
impressive and reasonable, I just wish I could remember the name. It reminded me of a malt 
shop, and the owner was very nice and professional. I would definitely eat there again.  

Visited May 2014 

“Dirty as hell” 
Reviewed May 22, 2014  

I was actually looking forward to going there, but I guess my expectations were a little too high. 
The place is plain dirty. and not just because there's homeless people laying around 
everywhere, but also trash on the boardwalk. also you're constantly forced to dodge people on 
skateboards and bikes who seem not to care if they hit you or not. it smells of weed pretty much 
everywhere, which is also sort of annoying. 
 
The good side: there's a different group of street perfomers every 10 ft and a lot of them are 
really good. there's a skate park right next to it, so if you wanna see some good skateboard 
action you can go there. we actually saw "the illusion" (youtube-guy who was on Tosh.0) skate 
around a little. 
And the restaurants have decent prices and long happy hours. 
 
But overall it's a place that you go to once and then you're done with it.  

Visited March 2014 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r210028336-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r207559948-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r206597490-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT


13 
 

“Disappointing” 
Reviewed May 16, 2014  

I had heard this was a wild scene with lots of characters, fun shops, Muscle Beach, etc. We've 
travelled a lot and don't mind the offbeat character. However, this was not what I expected. 
The only "characters" were the homeless who were mostly sleeping everywhere. The shops 
were cheap t-shirt shops, cheap souvenir shops and marijuana dispensaries with "the doc is in" 
signs -- on repeat over and over along the street. The stores had aggressive street hawkers 
trying to lure you in. Even Muscle Beach was just a run down set of weights with some older 
guys working out. Maybe it picks up during the summer, but this was a beautiful day in April--
perfect workout weather. Anyway, I was sad that this former fun boardwalk has declined into 
this.  

Visited April 2014 

“Scary” 
Reviewed May 14, 2014 via mobile  

When I heard of the boardwalk, I thought it would be awesome people watching. I'm not scared 
of homeless or strange looking people. I prepared my 10 year old what to expect when we got 
there. We rode our bikes from our hotel about 10 minutes to the boardwalk, but was not 
prepared for how bad it was. There were homeless people laying in the streets, people 
screaming and talking to them selves, it was if we had walked into a psychiatric ward gone bad. 
I told my husband I didn't feel comfortable with my daughter seeing what was going on. Do not 
take your children here!  

Visited May 2014 

“Disappointing” 
Reviewed May 12, 2014  

Apparently this used to be a really nice boardwalk at one time, but it's not anymore. Glad we 
came during the day. Not for families.  

Visited May 2014 

“Be aware..very aware!!” 
Reviewed April 17, 2014  

This place is unsurprisingly full of hobos, that means in broad daylight seeing people going to 
the toilet in public, sleeping around the palm trees and on the beach, intimidating people etc. 
 
Most worryingly, today I cycled past a guy without shoes who out of nowhere started 
threatening these guys on their bikes at the top of his voice, with kids and women about "i'm 
going to f****** cut your head off!!" - after he asked for a ride and they cycled on. 
 
Please be aware this place is dangerous. 
 
Take away the hobos, and you have an excellent beach, excellent bike paths and skate parks 
and not a bad vibe, also great for people watching. However the stalls and shops are all the 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r205786241-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r205471275-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r205275986-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r201602861-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT


14 
 

same cheap tatt, and again with all the tramps and hobos you won't believe you are in 
supposedly a civilised, developed country. 
 
No wonder there are no 4/5* hotels here on the beachfront.  

Visited April 2014 

Wasn't what I expected”  
Reviewed April 16, 2014  

It's great for people watching and also for looking at the lovely beachfront houses, however, 
you are harrassed a lot and there's nothing really there for me 

 

get ready for craziness all over” 
Reviewed February 27, 2014  

bring your camera! you will see it all here. lots of people, marijuana doctors, huge amounts of 
homeless people, shady characters, tattoo shops, the smell of drugs........and everyone else 
trying to make a dollar from you. 
 
lots of shops and food spots around. check out muscle beach and the skate park if you can. 
parking isnt too expensive. bathrooms are not the best. watch out for the bikers and skaters 
zooming by. 
 
see my pictures with this post  

Visited March 2013 

“Not Somewhere I would hangout!” 
Reviewed January 28, 2014  

The shoreline and water and both stunning and beautiful .... But that is all that is stunning and 
beautiful! 
We drove Hwy 1 from LA area South to San Diego and this beach was by far the most 
interesting in looks but not the nicest by far. 
Great place if you are a people watcher (wouldnt go there after dark) and if you are in need of a 
medicinal use licence for Pot smoking.... 
Lots of crazy looking and strange people and not what I excepeted for sure!  

Overcrowded and a bit dirty” 
Reviewed January 21, 2014  

We always go down the bike path thru Venice Beach. This year it seemed a bit dirtier and like 
anyone can just put a table up with anything on it for sale. Watch out for people shoving cd's at 
you saying they are free but then asking for a doation to their cause. Weekends are impossible 
to walk freely down the walkway by the shops. A lot of performers, different types that caused 
congestion and stopped the entire flow of the foot traffic. Though bathrooms are plenty make 
sure you have some tissue in your purse or backpack as none of the stalls had any when we 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r201376995-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#REVIEWS
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r195620025-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r192378277-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r191647583-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT


15 
 

visited. Save yourself time looking for parking and just go all the way to the beach for parking 
it's cheaper and less hassle. Fun for a short visit to see all the different things but keep your 
eyes open. The shops have some cute clothes but a lot you could find in the bigger stores for 
less. The freak show people walk up and down to solicit people to come to the shows. Watch 
out for the tree trunk that may stand up off a nearby stoop as it will freak you out. Week day 
visit will be a better experience.  

Visited December 2013 

“Filthy” 
Reviewed January 21, 2014  

Why travel overseas to a third world, when you can visit Venice Beach?. For such a well known 
location I was dissapointed and concerned with the local people who seemed to live by the 
beach in boxes etc. I guess this is just the social divide of USA. 
With people hanging around the public toilets and signs saying "no public toilets available" 
inside restaurants I would make sure you are prepared if you want to make a visit. 
Vagarants abound in this area, maybe I'm just a concerned parent 

“Very Sketchy and Creepy” 
Reviewed January 16, 2014  

First of all, people were smoking pot right out in the open. I'm not cool with that, sorry. I was 
too nervous holding on to my purse to really do much people-watching. The only enjoyment we 
had was watching the skateboarders. They are pretty talented! 
 
If you are going to Los Angeles to get the whole "LA" experience, I guess this is a good place to 
go, but it was not for us.  

Visited January 2014 

Huge potential but needs a clean up” 
Reviewed January 7, 2014  

I live in Venice and have spent countless hours on the boardwalk area.  
 
The Venice boardwalk is not a true boardwalk in the wood-on-piers way. It's a large pedestrian 
walk that runs from Santa Monica to the Venice Pier along the beach. In it's history, it was part 
side-show, part outdoor market, carnival, fair -- like a Coney Island. Nowadays, there is still a 
sampling of this vibe but the bigger cross section is cheap sunglass stands, "artists" selling 
wares, tattoo shops, lots of cheap food stands. There are some nicer restaurant options which is 
a nice addition and makes for popular places for people watching on a nice day. This is 
definitely not a retail destination. But if you forgot your hat or sunglasses or flip flops, you'll 
find them here. 
 
My biggest complaint are the homeless. There is a lot of crime and drug use, mostly after dark, 
but even during the day, it's very apparent that groups of people are literally living on the beach 
with piles of stuff and sometimes even tents. I am all for supporting these people with city 
services but I have seen time and time again, the homeless littering or urinating in public. This 
is prime ocean front property and as a resident I want to feel that I can use it. I want it to be 
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clean and inviting when a visitor comes to see it. Overall it just comes across a little seedy and 
like you need to keep a close eye on your wallet. 
 
Venice has a definite eclectic charm but this beach front stretch is sadly not it's best side. See 
the beach, yes, but for a better experience of Venice, visit Abbott Kinney.  

Visited January 2014 

“Colourful character” 
Reviewed January 5, 2014  

Worth a visit for the people-watching! Some very colourful characters around. Have to say that 
I have never encountered so much marijuana smoke at the one place in my life, though (not 
being a smoker myself, so maybe that doesn't say much). Plenty of people were smoking down 
there.  

Visited January 2014 

“Not worth your time”  
Reviewed January 5, 2014  

If you are seeking a quiet, relaxing vacation, this is not the place to be. We rented bikes then 
got out of there quickly. The beach and boardwalk are very crowded. There are a lot of 
homeless people and strange characters. It is much nicer in Santa Monica, which is just a short 
bike ride away. 

“The Venice Boardwalk Experience” 
Reviewed January 1, 2014  

This is a Very long Boardwalk that is filled with a lot of different Shops and restaurants. There 
are a lot of vendors here and one has to be very careful what they do around here at night. It is 
worth going to see as the beach is awesome. There are a lot of homeless tents and belongings 
every where Drug paraphanalia is readily available in a lot of stores and shops. Still worth the 
visit if you can find a parking spot. Best advice is to leave before it gets dark. 

“Strange Area” 
Reviewed December 18, 2013  

While walking down to the Venice Pier from Santa Monica, I noticed a complete difference in 
my surroundings. It may have just been me or the time of day/year I visited (just this past 
Monday) but the amount of weed in this area is INSANE. I get that it's legalized for specific 
purposes however I was just fascinated by the Weed Doctor shops throughout the boardwalk 
area and also by how freely everyone uses it. Now, I could care less if someone takes part in 
that, however I was starting to feel sick from the weed aroma. There was so sight of fresh air 
whatsoever.  
 
With that being said, I would recommend another beach area/boardwalk area for families, 
especially with young children.  

Visited December 2013 
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“Scary but interesting” 
Reviewed October 22, 2013  

Enjoyed our walk from Santa Monica beach along the boardwalk to Venice beach at sunset, but 
I would not go it alone! 
There are some crazy people hanging out there.  
Lots of beggars, people hassling you for money or wanting you to buy from their stalls or little 
shops. 
We saw men urinating in the area and we felt quite unsafe. Lots of dope smoking and drunk 
crowds. 
Definitely worth a visit, but go in a crowd and don't take any valuables with you  

Visited September 2013 

“Past its best - a bit of a disappointment.” 
Reviewed October 7, 2013  

Was looking forward to going there but was quite disappointed. It is quite tacky to say the least 
and if I had not been pressed for time I would hv e gone back to Santa Monica and walked the 
pedestrian zone. The beach was nice but the shops were full of tat.  

Visited September 2013 

“A unique experience” 
Reviewed September 22, 2013  

Great spot for people watching as you will see people of all walks of life! An interesting place to 
visit for a few hours but I would not stay there. I think they want to shock a bit as part of the 
attraction. The beach is nice and the long history makes a place you have too see once but I 
doubt I will return.  

Visited August 2013 

“Not quite what I'd expected.” 
Reviewed September 8, 2013  

If I was 20 years younger I would probably think this place is cool.  
We came here because my son wanted to see the gym. We walked the 2.2 miles from Santa 
Monica and if I'm honest, it was a nice walk until we reach Venice Beach.  
I love to see street performers and artists, but to my husband & I, it seemed a place where the 
homeless accumulated. The homeless don't bother you, the area just had a completely different 
feel. Anyhow, we ventured on only to find the gym completely empty. Watching the skaters at 
the skate park was cool...some very talented people...along with the artists & performers etc 
along the boardwalk too (not actually a boardwalk).  
However, after a while, I really couldn't stand the smell of weed...I was starting to feel 
physically sick. I know it is legal there, but it was too much this particular early evening, I'm 
afraid! 
Our teenage boys found the area more appealing than us...but I don't think I would be happy 
for them to walk around here by themselves, especially in the evening / night!  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r181891443-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r180076186-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r178213706-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT
http://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g32655-d142853-r176327007-Venice_Beach_Boardwalk-Los_Angeles_California.html#CHECK_RATES_CONT


18 
 

Visited July 2013 

“Not what I expected” 
Reviewed September 7, 2013  

This was my second time to Los Angeles. The first time I missed Venice Beach Board walk and 
I was a bit disappointed not to see it. Well, you are not missing much.....It looks runned down, 
fast food restos, a whole different kind of crowd. Not very classy or chic!! That portion of the 
boardwalk is dirty and far from being chic like Santa Monica!! Muscle Beach was an outdoor 
old gym....cool but less than expected. What I really like was the basketball courts and watch 
those players with a lot of good talent. I walked the whole boardwalk from the St. Monica 
Pier....it was long but once in a lifetime is more than enough!! It's a famous boardwalk and 
definately overrated! The beach is nice that whole coast, large sandy beaches and clean but the 
boardwalk on the Venice Beach side and Muscle Beach side needs some renovations and clean 
up the crowds cause the type of people hanging out on the boardwalk was not so hot!!!  

Visited July 2013 

“Panhandling freak beach” 
Reviewed August 3, 2013  

Not kid friendly and not worth the $15 to park. Wanted to do it since our first trip to so cal. 
Muscle beach is not all that impressive a few guys working out on the beach. Dirty and sleazy 
walkway. Lots of homeless and panhandling. Shops are dated and dirty would not advise taking 
kids there. People smoking pot and medical marriajuna shops. Some food out there but I 
wouldn't eat out there. Beach up the road ok. Save your money and time and go to laguana 
beach to see a beach right out of a postcard. This place might have been nice in the 1950's but 
its has went way downhill now. Didn't see any public restrooms except for beach restrooms 
that horrible  

Awful” 
Reviewed July 31, 2013  

Hated it, so crowded for no reason. Not a pretty beach, lots of bums and panhandling. Muscle 
beach is not great, have to pay to actually work out there. I would never go back.  

Visited July 2013 

“Yuk...didn't live up to the hype” 
Reviewed July 24, 2013  

We cruised in to Venice beach from Santa Monica, found a paying park with some 'custodians' 
that looked pretty 'dodgy' however others were parking there and it was cheap ($10) so we 
parked and paid. After all of the hype and years of TV programming showing Venice 
Beach/Muscle Beach etc as the 'in' place to hang out I was looking forward to seeing it for 
myself. OMG - what a shock to the system... 
We walked down to the boardwalk and were immediately assailed by the smell of dope in the 
air and by the presence of literally hundreds of homeless people still sleeping on their 
cardboard and sleeping bags on the lawn between boardwalk and beach from the night before... 
I hope they were homeless and not DEAD because a few of them looked deceased, they were 
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out of it!  
I felt a bit sorry for the few legit stall holders trying to make a tourist buck around the place - at 
least they were awake and co-existing with the environment.  
The sidewalk shops were cheap and nasty, I think the 'legal' marijuana shops were probably the 
most prolific of stalls and boardwalk shops we saw. It is probably still a novelty to some people 
to have it legalised and readily available(and if it's medicinal and helping who am I to judge? 
>>> and I'm not) but all I saw were dregs hanging around stoned looking like they needed a 
good scrubbing wash or a waterblast!  
We strolled the boardwalk down towards Muscle Beach and I had to laugh at the 'gym' There 
were none of the toned bronzed gods that you see on the TV shows working out on the day I 
was there. There was one old guy who was quite amazing for his age but he'd been out in the 
sun so long he had turned to leather and when he put his arms up you could see the 'real' color 
of his skin... it was scary to watch!!!! He looked like he was enjoying himself though, so good on 
him! 
The street artists were varied...some were very good however the majority were tacky and try-
hards, and if someone paid them for some of the stuff they were peddling then they needed 
their heads read.  
Make sure you go to the bathroom before you visit as well because I needed to go and when I 
found the restrooms suddenly the urge left me.... bleeeeuuuuuch is all I can say! 
There was a high police presence in the vicinity and they were stopping locals and interacting 
with people on a regular basis.  
Maybe I visited on the wrong day? Maybe it rocks on the weekend? I missed the thrill I had 
been expecting and unfortunately because of my experience I won't be going back. I was 
pleased to leave and even happier when I got back to the car to find it sitting all by itself in the 
parking lot... but it was complete and for that I felt very grateful!  

Visited April 2013 

“Grubby, but a must do when in LA” 
Reviewed June 24, 2013  

Lots of activity always on Venice Beach from DJ's, music, basketball, gym, roller-blading, 
shopping or skating, there's always something happening. 
The overall feel is pretty seedy and you don't need to spend to long to soak up the vibe, buy a T-
shirt and move on. 
The homelessness is very 'in your face' if you aren't used to this and the pan handlers will try 
and sell you anything. Shop around!  

“It is what it is” 
Reviewed June 16, 2013  

Mixed bag, ton of homeless people and beggars, but also a fair amount of street performers and 
odds and ends vendors. Would I say it is a must see? No not as much as it use to be but I love 
playing basketball here on the once famous courts. The skatepark is nice, but if you arent 
looking for an honest side of LA and you want the "beautiful people" as said in other reviews, 
go too Santa Monica.  
 
Ps. i also feel bad that people refer to all the people here as not beautiful people, they are still 
people.  
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Visited May 2013 

“Cesspit Of Filth” 
Reviewed June 10, 2013  

Venice Beach Boardwalk is promoted as an attraction where you can go to see the "alternative 
and counter culture vibe of Los Angeles". 
Well unfortunately the "vibe" did not impress me at all because all I found was a motley 
collection of losers, bludgers, drug addicts, beggars, freaks and all the other scum society turns 
up. 
The whole area is dirty and run down and don't even bother going to the public toilets or try to 
use a public seat as they have been effectively taken over by the tramps and other filth which 
live here. 
The best thing for this area would be a tsunami to clean it out so the decent people of Los 
Angeles can create something to be proud instead of the disgusting pile of filth they currently 
have.  

Visited June 2013 

“Did Not Feel Comfortable” 
Reviewed June 8, 2013  

Came here to see the sunset, Paid four dollars to park. Lots of seedy people here doing very 
strange things. Lots of homeless and beggars, more than back home. Being from New York 
City,we did not feel unsafe, just uncomfortable. We saw the sunset and watched the many 
surfers hit the waves and left. Save the stress, go to another beautiful beach in Cali to see the 
sunset.  

Visited April 2013 

“Disgusting” 
Reviewed June 7, 2013  

We'd heard for a long time that the VBB was the place to go for "people-watching". Sure, if the 
people you want to watch are drug addicts, homeless, and various other types of beggars. Very 
dirty area with almost none of the charm it was supposed to have. Unless you would enjoy 
seeing a piece of street trash put an emergency warming blanket over her head and run blindly 
down the boardwalk, screaming and laughing, while her girlfriend spent several minutes trying 
to kick a pigeon. Don't waste your time here, California has so much more beautiful coast to 
see.  

Visited May 2013 

Where are the "Beautiful People" ?” 
Reviewed May 29, 2013  

Ok it was a holiday weekend so perhaps its different at other times but the boardwalk was a 
tacky "alternative" beach resort. For the Europeans reading this its more like Benidrom than 
Ibiza. 
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Apart from the skate park everything else seemed like a pastiche of the alternative california 
lifestyle and clearly the place is living off its past reputation. Having walked past the famous 
Muscle Beach we were so underwhelmed we asked a passing cop if that was it. His quote 
summed up the place perfectly "Disappointing isnt it, Thats Venice Beach for ya". I have also 
never seen so much crap art and crafts for sale in one location in my life.  

Visited May 2013 

“Skip the Venice Beach Boardwalk” 
Reviewed April 14, 2013 via mobile  

I'm normally open minded, love a good flea market and bargain, love street vendors... But 
wow.... I'm speechless... This place was so dirty! I guess if you are wearing a full haz mat suit 
you may enjoy the strange characters you would encounter. I was just very impressed and not 
in a good way. In one block we smelled pot, vomit, diarrhea, and a hodgepodge of b.o. There 
was seagull and pigeon poop on everything. It was actually impressive. I think putting your 
gum on the sidewalk was a right of passage. And there were tattoo parlors per block than there 
are letters in Hepatitis C. Go to the Santa Monica Pier instead! Trust me!! You'll thank me 
later!  

Visited April 2013 

Very interesting.” 
Reviewed April 9, 2013 via mobile  

Not the greatest impression of Southern California.... it was a little overwhelming but the ocean 
was beautiful. Probably wouldn't bring the kids but it was an interesting adventure down the 
boardwalk.  

Visited April 2013 

“Walking thru” 
Reviewed March 26, 2013  

We walked from the Santa Monica Pier to Venice Beach. Wow, what a contrast. Stay in Santa 
Monica unless you really want to experience a different culture. The Boardwalk is very seedy 
and this was on a Sunday afternoon. I would not go there after dark.  

Visited March 2013 

“Not a family place!!!” 
Reviewed March 25, 2013  

It's become such a sad and ugly display of humanity. I just can't handle seeing drugged out 
parents who have kids out there with them. Wow. If this kind of thing doesn't phase you, then 
you won't be bothered as much as I was today. I regret taking my 9 yr old.  

Visited March 2013 

“Stay Away!” 
Reviewed March 23, 2013 via mobile  
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My daughter and I went to Venice beach to watch the sunset while we're were staying in 
Beverly Hills. Someone told us that we have to go just to sit and watch the strange people. 
There was no way i was sitting down on anything at this beach. This has to be the most 
disgusting place I have ever been and I live near DC and there are some pretty nasty places 
near there. We parked near the boardwalk. The boardwalk is full of gross vendors trying to get 
you to buy something. One guy kept trying to put headphones on us so we could hear his 
music. We walked down to the water and that was the cleanest thing around. It was actually 
beautiful. My daughter went to the restroom on the boardwalk and said she has never seen 
anything so dirty. We were very disappointed and left way before the sunset. Went back to our 
hotels and took showers! We did drive the coast of Malibu and it seemed much nicer.  

“Take a Quick Peak and Move North to Santa Monica” 
Reviewed March 17, 2013  

I'm not sure why this place is rated as high as it is. It is overcrowded and filled with the bizarre. 
Maybe it's like passing that car wreck and slowing down to see just how bad it was. Consider 
this the car wreck. If you want to avoid it just head north to beautiful Santa Monica, but if 
you're thinking I'm in the traffic already I might as well get a glimpse of the wreck then make a 
quick stop here. I guess there is value to people watching but if you're with kids you may want 
to shield their eyes and ears. They have numerous street performers on the boardwalk. I saw 
two. Both basically did one trick and still performed for 15-20 minutes, much of it making sure 
you give them money. I'm thinking they must get permits from Venice to perform. If they seem 
freaky and crude with a weird talent they go to Venice Boardwalk, if they seem affable with a 
standard talent they go to Santa Monica Pier. What I didn't like about the street performers 
were the constant dropping of "F" bombs and crude direct sexual references with so many kids 
and parents in the viewing area. One even went so far as to ridicule the looks of a 7 year old 
girl, then had the audacity at the end of the show to apologize but say it is all for humor. Yes, 
when your show is all adults. If you see the idiot that juggles while standing on a ladder just 
keep walking- preferably back to your car.  

Visited March 2013 

“You really don't want to do this...” 
Reviewed March 16, 2013  

If you like freaks, watching the homeless, crowds, a circus atmosphere, people who want to 
make a buck doing anything and the city allowing them to, then this might be the place for you. 
I would never bring children here even in the daytime. I don't understand why people think 
this is so great. It reminded me of a cheap carnival where there was a stand with a guy yelling 
"come in and see the 3 legged lady". (Actually they have that there). But, the crowds were 
amazing and it worries me that so many people flock there to see this stuff. I'd rather sit on the 
beach somewhere else and watch the surfers or sip a glass of wine and watch the sunset. But... I 
guess... some people like this stuff...I'd hang on to my wallet, my kids, and wash real good when 
I get home.! P.S. As I was bicycling through the boardwalk on my way to Santa Monica I heard 
a guy tell his wife (who had their kids in tow)... Honey don't worry... keep peddling it'll just be a 
little longer and we'll be out of here. There you go!  

Visited March 2013 

“Disgusting” 
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Reviewed March 6, 2013 via mobile  

Not a good place to take your family. Very dirty and full of bums and gang bangers. I wanted to 
see the history behing Arnold and pumping iron but i am truely disappointed. If you want to 
part and buy weed your in. If your site seeing with your family pass this one up. Not a good 
place.  

“Horrible. Felt very unsafe” 
Reviewed February 15, 2013  

My partner and I visited the boardwalk on a rainy day as we were on a tour bus with a 
designated stop there. Cannot comment on what it is like on a sunny day with more tourists 
around, but I WILL NOT be going back to give it a second chance. There was nothing of value 
to look at (unless you enjoy cheap T-shirts and drug paraphernalia) and it was riddled with 
homeless people and degenerates who kept offering to sell us drugs! Definitely not worth the 
visit and I'd encourage people to stay away.  

Visited March 2012 

“Trash!” 
Reviewed February 5, 2013  

I'm telling you... this is a horrible place. I'm not just advising families to stay away but 
everyone, unless that is.. you're a "pot head" covered in tattoos, piercings or just plain want to 
be one of those people that give you that "shock" value when you see them (you know the ones 
starved for attention). I have been here more than once in my life each time with someone who 
had not experienced it & wanted to see the famous Venice Beach Boardwalk. They as well as I 
have sworn not to return to such a filthy nasty place. Just trust me don't go!  

Visited January 2013 

“stay away at night” 
Reviewed February 4, 2013  

I visited at sunset because I wanted to get some pictures from the beach. Almost everything 
was already closed, with the exception of places with signs including the word physician and 
pot leaves. One of them actually had a solicitor out front trying to talk people into getting a 
medical license. Extremely tacky, I would say. The area was not well lit, and I felt 
uncomfortable being there. If I'd had the time, though, I would have given it another shot 
during the day.Some of the closed shops did look nteresting.  

Visited January 2013 

“A very over rated place to visit” 
Reviewed January 30, 2013  

dirty, rubbish everywhere, get pestered by shop owners, homeless people everywhere, and the 
muscle beach area just like a kids playground  

Visited December 2012 
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“Hubby soooooo disappointed!!” 
Reviewed January 17, 2013 via mobile  

My first visit to Venice Beach was 15 years ago and it was good fun so I took my husband on a 
return trip last October. Thank goodness we didn't stay there - he would not have been 
impressed. It was quite seedy and the best part was watching four blokes (two old and two 
younger) playing paddle tennis! It was only when driving back from Marina del Rey to Santa 
Monica that we saw how nice the main street appeared - should have spent our time there 
instead!  

“great for people watching but a bit seedy” 
Reviewed January 17, 2013  

I had to see what all the hype was about. While it was great for  
People watching, it is dirty, many homeless people, pushy musicians in your face constantly. 
Saw eight people waiting or a doctor to give them a medical marijuana certificate. From the 
smell, I don't think the majority of people there care if they have a certificate or not.  
So close to the Santa Monica peer but worlds apart. 
 
Go once just to look around  

Visited January 2013 

“Not for kids” 
Reviewed January 14, 2013 via mobile  

It's being a long time since my last visit, now I remember why. This place is getting worse and I 
ask parents to be smarter and DO NOT COME WITH YOUR KIDS! "Clinical marijuana" is 
everywhere there so unless you want to explain your kids what this is all about, stay away. 
There are so many things to say and nothing good about it so I'll leave it at that.  

“Grotty and dodgy.” 
Reviewed January 9, 2013  

We have two young kids so are not interested in medicinal marijuana, bikinis, henna tattoos or 
weird portraits. That seems to be the only stuff for sale. The toilets were absolutely foul and the 
sinks to wash your hands was a joke. We got out of there as quick as we could. Wouldn't bother 
going again.  

Visited January 2013 

“PASS UP” 
Reviewed January 9, 2013  

This is truly one of the most disgusting places, and it is a shame. I was here visiting back in 98 
and I don't remember it being so trashy. Then the pot movement came, so expect the be 
annoyed by "green doctors" waving you in every few feet to get a script. Homeless hippies who 
look like they walked back from the first Woodstock like the strip and attempt to sell you 
absolute garbage. Be prepared to also get a contact high. Go one if you must, but don't return.  
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Visited October 2012 

“It gets worse and worse.” 
Reviewed January 5, 2013  

Hold on to your wallets and purses. What used to be a charming area has become a slum., with 
a lot of bums and a very high police presence.  

Visited September 2012 

“Never again” 
Reviewed January 2, 2013 via mobile  

See my review of Venice beach - quite opposite of what I expected. Very dirty beach, was shady 
and unimpressive. Not recommended for tourists, I will never go back.  

“Great sightseeing, fun restaurants” 
Reviewed December 30, 2012  

Spend some time at the boardwalk and the beach. Lots of places to relax and get food and do 
some tacky souvenir shopping. Use caution/good judgement if you're taking small kids along 
here if you don't want to explain the smell of pot and alternative lifestyles. 

“Definitely an eyeopener” 
Reviewed December 21, 2012  

Definitely overrated.This is a place you do not want to visit. It was part of our LA tour & we had 
to stop there for lunch for 45 mins. It was the worst 45mins ever! After seeing the filth there I 
couldn't eat lunch. The whole place was dirty, the public toilets were dirty. A lot of street people 
trying to sell you something & were constantly in your face. Definitely not a place for little kids. 
Even though my kids were adults we didn't want to be there.If you like this type of place than 
go & see it but to me it was a waste of money as part of our tour I would have preferred to stop 
at Santa Monica pier for lunch then this place. I would not be rushing back to see it at all.  

Visited November 2012 

“Not what I Expected” 
Reviewed December 20, 2012  

I haven't been here for about 23 years. Needless to say things have changed. If you are an adult, 
and don't have kids, and don't mind crazy people screaming at you about being raped by the 
LAPD... then it should be fine. IF any of those things are a problem for you, it's probably not 
your bag. My kids were oblivious, but I was scared we would either be attacked by the homeless 
people sleeping on the beach, hustled by the shady teens following us around, or get a needle 
stick while walking at the beach. And that was in December. I would hate to see it during peak 
season. Next time I'll stick with more family friendly beaches.  

Visited December 2012 

“Be prepared” 
Reviewed December 16, 2012  
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I lived in southern CA 12 years ago & my husband and I have great memories here. Well going 
back now with my 9 yr old he has heard the best stories and we planned so much time here and 
seeing what we did was awful. The boardwalk is not what it was, the shops too and you have a 
feeling that if you look at the people that sell in the street their cd's and say no you feel that you 
will get hurt. I was uncomfortable and so was my kid he just wanted to leave. I also have to 
mention the odour of urine is disgusting and ganja everywhere whatever.  

Visited November 2012 

“poor!” 
Reviewed November 27, 2012  

We stopped here on our tour of the city & it was disappointing!!!!! 
It was a good place to take a stroll but that's all there was to it: the place was nothing but t-shirt 
shops & street people. 
I have nothing really against street people(we even saw them in Oahu,Hawaii) but I came to 
California to see the sights: I'm afraid there's enough of them in Texas.  

Visited September 2012 

“Overrated.” 
Reviewed November 23, 2012  

Definitely worth seeing, but it will take about 20 min to walk up and down the boardwalk. The 
novelty of the marijuana shops wears off very quickly. Too many bums. and I use the word 
bums on purpose - because most seem like they are voluntarily homeless.  

Visited July 2012 

“Go during the day!” 
Reviewed November 17, 2012  

Lots of interesting things to see at Venice Beach Boardwalk! Roller skaters dancing, skate 
boarders doing flips in the skate park and the VIEW!! Water with the hills...Gorgeous. There 
are a lot of cheap shops set up and Dr's offering medicinal marijuana cards. A drum circle on 
the beach brought out the hippies, very easy going people.  
 
The homeless are very apparent here, don't go after dark its not safe  

“Was, Is and Likely Always Will be a Collection of Freaks & Tourists” 
Reviewed November 17, 2012  

Not necessarily a bad thing. Definitely the best concentration of people watching on the planet 
earth. Somewhere, buried deep in the sand in the center of venice is a giant freak magnate. A 
definite must visit for adult tourists looking to see this part of LA culture and history. Tons of 
street performers, pot shops, self appointed profits, hippies, etc. All of it is in your face and 
immersive. Again, really cool if you are OK with this or looking for it. If you show up with your 
10 and 12 year old, it can get pretty offensive and depressing pretty quickly. My advice is to 
keep the kids away/  

Visited February 2012 
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“Trip of a life time” 
Reviewed November 11, 2012  

What an eye popper for these Aussies,we thought we had seen it al from the land down under 
but gee man perched on ladder with snakes crawling all over him ppl camped there in daylight 
being openly rude to you and the marijuana shop for health reasons wow should of tried it for 
my sore back took a pic so my friends would believe me.The filth these homeless left is ruining 
what was once a thriving place.didn't really like it.  

Visited September 2012 

“Nice place with loads of things to watch” 
Reviewed October 28, 2012  

The beach is great and we walked in the Pacific also everybody was saying the water is too cold 
there. It was in october but the temperature was really good for us. On the promenade there 
are loads of things to see like people dancing, musicians, people showing strange animals and 
you will be proposed to meet the famous "doctor green" if you've got insomnia, headache or 
pain. Be caredul people putting CD in you hand and asking for money (i heard the CD were 
empty). I recognize immediatly the place where the famous bulldog was skating (can see 
him,on youtube). I remove a star because i'm not sure the place is completly safe in the 
evening. But you have to see this beach. 

“Hey... You Gotta See It While in LA” 
Reviewed October 7, 2012  

Seedy, gritty, dirty... "medical marijuana doctors" every couple of stores... weird characters 
performing... the original muscle beach... definitely a place to clutch your pocketbook or 
wallet... way past its' hey day, but still different enough to check out!  

Visited October 2012 

“True California” 
Reviewed September 28, 2012  

If you visist So. Cal, you must go to Venice beach, buy 3 T-shirts for $10 and watch all of the 
wierd people walking arround. Dont go there at night, might be a little freaky.  

Visited August 2012 

“Dirty Feeling” 
Reviewed September 26, 2012  

Just not what I expected... shops were touristy and "junky", bars and restaurants were all dives, 
people were kinda scary!!!  

Visited September 2012 

“Bit of a let down” 
Reviewed September 23, 2012  
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On this trip to California we thought we'd go see Venice Beach - we'd seen it so many times in 
films and on tv while growing up. 
We went by public transport from LA via Santa Monica and then on the $1 bus to the 
broadwalk. That was quite an eye opener - but safe and easy. 
Venice was quite run down when compared to Santa Monica and there were a lot of 'characters' 
hawking and begging- which was a bit draining. 
The muscle beach area was an outdoor gym - sadly no muscle - and was nothing like we 
imagined. 
We walked along the beach - which was wide and sandy - but quite breezy, great for surfers. 
There are some more upmarket apartment blocks and retail much further along but all in all 
we found Venice run down, a wee bit trashy, with too much 'interesting' street life and more 
focused for the 'Bill & Ted Excellent Adventure' type of visitor. 
We scurried back to Santa Monica - more our scene.  

Visited August 2012 

“it's an outdoor homeless shelter” 
Reviewed September 6, 2012  

Skip it. 
Yes, it's historic. 
Yes, there are characters 
Yes, you need to watch your wallet. 
Yes, it's an outdoor homeless shelter. 
 
 
Seriously, the park is full of homeless people and high teenagers who are looking for medical 
marijuana. The only highlight was the skating park full of talented people. But not worth the 
drive. Stay home and youtube instead. 
 
TIPS: 
*park down the street for free 
*bring your own toilet paper if you MUST use the restroom.  

Visited September 2012 

“filthy place” 
Reviewed September 5, 2012  

I don't recommend this place for people with children it's a scary and filthy place a lot of 
hippies and homeless and thieves your should watch your self all the time.. a hippie gave me a 
finger sign because I was trying to read his sign (he wrote on it give me $1 for a beer) the 
parking smells really bad like people were urinate in the parking lane beside it was really 
expensive to park in such a place like that don't go there wearing pretty clothes or big handbags 
and don't go alone NEVER  

Visited September 2012 

“It's lost its soul” 
Reviewed August 29, 2012  
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The very first time we went to Venice beach a few years ago, it was a rather happy place with 
artists, tarot card readers, performers of all kinds. 
The boardwalk was not clean but o.k still. The populace was weird, fun, colorful, but not 
aggressive or dangerous. 
It really had good vibes with people walking, biking, chatting, shopping and all. A place worth 
visiting when you came around L.A. 
 
We came back there almost every year. But now it's a real let down. 
It's now packed with homeless and drug addicts. You'll find hords of homeless peeps from the 
Loew's (Santa monica) to the heart of Venice beach where things really get bad. The closer to 
Venice, the more the drug addicts. 
Not only do they stand on the boardwalk but they have an aggressive fence : insults, bad 
comments toward visitors are now common. 
It happened to us and believe me, we were just walking there, not looking at anyone in 
particular. However, dealers & addicts now run the place. I also noticed that some these narcs 
told some tourists that they should get back to their country. Somehow, it probably makes 
sense : there are better places around. 
The boardwalk is dirty and smells like a giant restroom. 
 
Also, police officers used to stand round every corner. Now, you're left on your own : no cops 
anymore. 
There is simply no way for you to feel safe when holding cash and credit cards.  
I've had the chance to see Venice Beach when it was a vibrant, colorful and safe place. We used 
in the different types of shops there.  
Apparently, the "golden state" cannot care anymore about an iconic place such as Venice 
beach. 
 
Don't even think about visiting the place by night.  

Visited August 2012 

“Weed, hookers, and homeless people” 
Reviewed August 28, 2012  

Absolutely not for normal people. Every other shop is dedicated to smoking pot accessories, 
getting a license to smoke pot, or wearing a tshirt that says you smoke pot. 
Homeless people everywhere. Stinky. Loud. A tourist trap of the worst kind. 
Not impressed and will not be back.  

Visited August 2012 

“Not for the faint hearted” 
Reviewed August 25, 2012  

Had to visit it. Thought it was a little seedy and run down. Parking costs were high. Plenty of 
people trying to sell you things (including soft drugs).  
 
The canals, are two blocks back, so have a look at these while here. 
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Better places along the coast to go to the beach with the kids.  

Visited August 2012 

“Not what I was expecting!” 
Reviewed August 23, 2012  

I really liked this area! I loved all of the people watching! Loved seeing muscle beach and the 
skate park! Not sure if I would want to go here in the evening or the dark but in the morning or 
lunchtime was fine! Plenty of little stalls and things to look at! The beach itself is lovely! Its not 
what I expected but I am glad that we visited!  

Visited September 2011 

“A human cesspool full of the dregs of society.” 
Reviewed August 23, 2012  

I do not live a sheltered life and consider myself fairly open minded, however I found our walk 
down the Venice Beach Boardwalk to be a complete waste of time. I have been a police officer 
for almost 30 years and know the difference between a street performer, someone who has 
fallen on hard times or a drug addict. The majority of the people along the boardwalk appeared 
to be the latter. For every 10 shops along the boardwalk there is 1 legal marihuana distribution 
store. I use the word legal very loosely though. These stores have employees that stand out 
front telling all that walk by that the doctor is in and that he can prescribe the marihuana for a 
myriad of ailments. I'm pretty sure that every living person on this planet has at least 1 of the 
listed conditions, no matter how healthy they are. The smell of marihuana permeated the air 
outside of each of these stores.  
It was also obvious that the majority of the people on the boardwalk had no clue what soap is. I 
wouldn't consider eating or drinking anything from any of the establishments here. I couldn't 
wait to leave and being there made me want to have a shower.  
I would not recommend visiting the boardwalk. If you feel that you must though, I highly 
recommend not taking children here.  

“What you don't know about the Venice Beach Boardwalk” 
Reviewed August 20, 2012  

I visited the Venice Beach Boardwalk this summer when we met my friend's cousin, who lives 
nearby in Santa Monica. 3 disclosures prior to my review: 
 
1) I hadn't done any research on Venice Beach prior to visiting (translation = I had zero 
expectations) 
2) I have lived in NYC my entire life and have a tolerance for "grittiness" 
3) I go to NYC public beaches 
 
When we started walking the boardwalk, I got a little bit of a Coney Island, Brooklyn, vibe. Lots 
of t-shirt and trinket stores, cheap eats, and a gritty atmosphere. Ok, cool. After about 10 
minutes of walking on the boardwalk nearing sunset, the reality of Venice Beach set in. 
 
The Venice Beach boardwalk does have it's local artists: painted Mexican skulls, airplanes 
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made of old soda cans, etc. However, many of the artists are drug addicts who throw things 
together in the name of art, just to make a buck. We walked down the boardwalk for about 3/4 
of a mile (down to James Beach restaurant, to be exact). I was utterly AMAZED -and sickened- 
by the number of very obvious drug addicts, homeless, drug dealers, and others on the 
boardwalk. Literally every few feet I saw this.  
 
Alongside the stores, there's the concrete "boardwalk", alongside that there is a strip of grass, 
and then the beach. It was clear that the grass is not a safe place to be. Everyone sitting on the 
grass was either strung out, smoking pot, or a thug. I was wearing flip flops and would not walk 
on the sand for fear of stepping on a needle. I realize this review sounds very dramatic, but this 
is the gospel truth. 
 
This was one of the very few times in my life that I felt unsafe in public. I cannot even imagine 
visiting at night. I did not see one police officer in my 3/4 mile + walk. I think the locals are left 
to fend for themselves. 
 
Also, I would not recommend staying in a hotel on the boardwalk. One property was called 
"Venice Beach Suites & Hotel". Sounds nice, right? The guests hanging out the windows and 
balconies were not much different from the locals on the boardwalk. The hotel has a website 
and has favorable reviews online; don't be fooled. It is the equivalent of a 1980s crack den. 
 
I'm told that many celebrities own homes in the town of Venice Beach. I realize that some 
people like the allure of the art-drug scene (a la NYC East Village pre-gentrification) and maybe 
that's the appeal of the Venice Beach boardwalk.  
 
Although that scene does not appeal to me, I'm writing this review so that you have complete 
picture of the area should you be an out-of-towner planning to visit. The name sounds 
glamorous, but the Venice Beach boardwalk is anything but. 
 
The one good thing they have is reasonably priced public parking lots. If you're going there just 
to say you've been there, fine. Don't expect much; watch your belongings; and be smart.  

Visited August 2012 

“trippy scene” 
Reviewed August 9, 2012  

Nice stroll beach side with places to stop, eat & to grab a brew. Many vendors selling their arts 
& crafts also. It's a GREAT place to people watch as there is a variety of eclectic people. I would 
recommend renting a bicycle at the Santa Monica pier and ride down to this area along side the 
sandy shore the whole way BUT lock your bike if you plan to leave it unattended at any point! 
I'm sure you could also rent a lock along with the bike.  

Visited October 2011 

“Horrible place to take your family!” 
Reviewed July 31, 2012 via mobile  
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We decided to take a short drive from Santa Monica pier to Venice beach boardwalk..what a 
mistake that was! There were thugs drinking beer and smoking marajuana up and down the 
street. There needs to be more police patrol and not an empty squad car sitting there just for 
looks. I did not feel at ease one bit. I have nothing positive to say about this place. I would not 
recommend or refer anyone to go there.  

so sleazy!” 
Reviewed July 12, 2012  

I'm an ex-pat from Blackpool, UK so consider myself a connoisseur of sleaze and tat. There's 
nothing quaint, fashionable or charming about this location, and if you're a visitor to LA I 
would suggest you don't give it high priority in your schedule. It's pretty dismal, unless you're 
after cheap souvenir teeshirts, a skateboard enthusiast, or want to experience the novelty of the 
'medical' centers. The craft stalls sell mainly tatty rubbish and the 'street entertainment' is meh 
- plus very pushy for 'contributions'. If you're looking for the latter then Santa Monica is a 
much better bet. Compared with Venice Beach Boulevard, Blackpool Prom is definitely more 
classy and entertaining. PS Stay away from the public toilets of at all possible!  

Visited January 2012 

Interesting place” 
Reviewed July 10, 2012  

So many things to do along the boardwalk, a little something for everyone. I would not take 
small kids there because of the homeless bums out there openly do drugs and there is a lot of 
drug promotion there. The crowd was interesting and people sell literally everything they find 
or make. There are several tshirt places and food stands or restaurants. Watch your belongings 
because we almost got robbed a few times there.  
The souvenirs were cheap and may unique paintings and starving artist types of things were 
sold. One old man held up a sign offering "shi**y advice" for $1. Even the bums won't let you 
take photos without donating to them.  
 
Stay away from the bathrooms at all costs. LAPD has a station there on the boardwalk next to 
the beach so they ride horses to  

“Fun place, but wouldn't take young kids” 
Reviewed July 2, 2012  

There is nothing about The Boardwalk that would be fun for children. We have two teenagers, 
so it was fine. There are a lot of people selling a lot of things....clothing, art, maijuana, food, 
jewelry, sunglasses, etc. Fun place to people watch, especailly the skateboarders. Be prepared 
to dish out money for everything....people even expect a donation if you take a picture of their 
products or themselves. There was even a guy standing in front of Muscle Beach decked out 
with an 80's style boom box and a tan, with his Speedo and gold chains on just waiting for an 
unexpecting tourist to take is his picture so he could ask for a donation. It really is a fun place 
to be though. Lots going on and plenty of entertainment. Wouldn't hang out after dark though.  

“Checked off my Bucket List” 
Reviewed June 26, 2012  
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My husband and I and our 17 yo son visited Venice Beach boardwalk. It wasnt pristine and 
sterile however it was definetly different and we saw things I will bet we will never see again. 
There were the touristy shops with tee shirts etc but there were also every walk of the life trying 
to get money out of you for just about anything. They danced, played instruments, created 
scultures or just begged. The smell of weed permeated the air just about everywhere. There 
were many homeless people camped out with grocery carts, tents, etc. We didnt have a bad 
experience there however I would not go there after 5:00 p.m. Also I would not bring children 
old enough not to understand and who would ask uncomfortable questions. It was definetly an 
experience different for sure!  

Visited April 2012 

weed?” 
Reviewed June 15, 2012  

the broadwalk is cool if you are on vacation with friends but I wouldn't visit with my family. 
There are people everywhere asking you to get a visit to find out if you would somehow be 
entitled to get medical weed. Everything looks kind of dirty in kitchy-cool way I guess, but 
again, not a place for families.  

Visited May 2012 

Come to See the Strange and Unusual” 
Reviewed June 3, 2012  

The Venice Beach Boardwalk is the center for seeing the strange and unusual. This is definitely 
not a place for children and if you are easily offended, sensitive to alternative lifestyles or not of 
a socially libertarian mentality, DON’T GO; you will not be comfortable nor enjoy your visit. 
However, if you are the type that can tolerate the strange and unusual (you will be surrounded 
by it) you will appreciate a visit to this iconic boardwalk which offers people watching that is 
unlike any other place on Earth. I really enjoy a visit to see the strange show. This is one of 
those places that reminds one of why CA is sometimes called the “Cereal State”. The walk has 
seemed to go downhill a bit over the years with increased homeless persons. I would not 
recommend a visit after dark. 

“Haight Ashbury By the Sea” 
Reviewed May 31, 2012  

I am from the Bay Area and have spent a lot of time in San Francisco and the Haight, so I 
appreciated Venice's similar vibe. For people who not aware, it might be a bit overwhelming-
my husband hated it and has vowed never to return. There is definite contrast between the 
beach and canal area. The people who live in the homes and bungalows around the canals are 
obviously living comfortably, it's quieter there, peaceful. On the beach there are number of 
homeless people, panhandler's and addicts. That aside, I like the funky vibe, the hippies, the 
outdoor gym, the artists, musicians and peddlers that line the beach and boardwalk. It's not for 
everyone and it's not a place to hang at night. We ate at a great cafe called The Fig Leaf, just 
before sunset. The food was very nice and the wait staff, so friendly. As we were leaving the 
waiter cautioned us that it was probably a good time to go back to our hotel. As we walked to 
the taxi station, we noticed all of the businesses were shuttering for the night-fairly early for a 
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boardwalk. Still, there is definitely a police presence, so don't be scared off if you really want to 
go.  

“Not really my thing.” 
Reviewed May 29, 2012  

Venice beach is.. interesting, to say the least. It will make good photos, especially when your 
friends and family go skimming through your vacation photos and land on the upclose and 
personal photo of the ridiculously bronze man wearing a too tight speedo while rollerblading. 
Definitely will ensure some great conversations. The beach is average, littered with beer cans, 
used condoms and food wrappers. The boardwalk is full of crazy drunkards, college kids, 420 
"medical shops" where you can get a guaranteed medical marijuana card. My favorite thing 
about this place though, would have to be the food. There are plenty of fruit stands where you 
can get a mix of chopped up fruits sprinkled with chili powder, yum yum. Also - best fish tacos 
the boyfriend and I have ever had from some random stand. Better than we've had in SD and 
Rubios (yuck).  
 
Venice beach will make for great photos. 

“Nope. No thank you.” 
Reviewed May 27, 2012  

It's just terrible. Some rays of sunshine include surfing and some great looking beaches, but 
anything more inland than where the seaweed comes to shore is disgusting. 
 
Plenty of homeless people living off the tourists and not giving a hoot, smelly, dirty, and 
somehow that level of hygiene has slowly started to work its way into the common goes. It's 
becoming the new normal. Not the American image, not the human image, just a scary place to 
avoid if you're there on a vacation.  
 
Santa Monica is unbelievably better!  

Visited March 2012 

“a tourist attraction” 
Reviewed May 26, 2012  

This is a place I bring friends who are visiting Los Angeles for the 1st time. It is funky, colorful, 
with a dark side as well. As an Angelino I find no good reason to visit this place on my own. It is 
a fun place to bring first timers! There are fortune tellers, tattoo artists, all sorts of other artists, 
muscle beach, roller skaters galore, one famously singing and playing guitar. The police patrol 
the neighborhood on bicycles wearing shorts. There has been a lot of effort to lessen the 
criminal element here, but it still exists...beware the pickpocket! If you're looking to buy some 
Knockoff sunglasses, this is probably the place to find them. Venice Beach should not be 
confused with the Santa Monica Pier...two separate destinations within walking distance, but 
there is a big difference. The pier is family fun friendly, Venice, not so good for children (my 
opinion).  

Visited April 2012 
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“Very sketchy!” 
Reviewed May 17, 2012  

I did not enjoy our visits to Venice Beach Boardwalk. The shops were full of the same crappy 
touristy junk. There were very pushy sales people for the medical marijuana stores that were 
every few feet, there were tons of homeless, mentally ill people in the area setting up booths, 
begging, sleeping and fighting. Some had very offensive saying on their signs. I would not want 
to have to explain to my kids what the signs meant. The worst part were these very pushy guys 
trying to sell CDs. They would actually attempt to put their headphones on your head as you 
walked by. Am a mid 30s white female and I would not have been comfortable in this area by 
myself. The BEACH is beautiful, just avoid the boardwalk. We were not bothered on the beach.  

Visited April 2012 

“Don't go”  
Reviewed May 4, 2012  

Having not been back for 8 years I was disgusted how terrible it was. Accosted every 100 
metros by ex vietnam vets men selling music and downright not friendly people, I lasted 40 
minutes. Crap shops and really nothing to offer a tourist. Stay away  

“Drug Hang Out - Not For Kids - Why Visit” 
Reviewed April 30, 2012  

Beautiful location full of hippies selling junk art for their next bag of weed. Prescription Pot 
dispensers every 10, every 10 feet they approach you trying to convince you that you will qualify 
for medicinal pot. California legalized the use of pot and dispensing of pot, they just do not 
know it yet or turn their head.  
 
What has the world come to. Why does the city not bring back culture and something positive. 
 
Cool skate board area, beautiful location, full of strung out druggies doing whatever possible to 
buy their next trip.  
 
In my opinion, It is beautiful on the beach, the rest an eye sore and haven of crime for 
California.  

Visited April 2012 

“A mixture of UK's Blackpool and Brooklyn by the sea!” 
Reviewed April 15, 2012  

It such a shame about the place as its such a beautiful place with the beach, boardwalk and the 
sea and its panoramic views. 
Due to the type of shops, cafe's advertising medical drugs etc and the massive number of down 
and outs littering the boardwalk (litterally lying in the middle) and along the grassed areas we 
felt intimidated. We were also worried as we had heard that this was not a place to be after 
dark. If you decide to walk down to venice beach from Santa Monica dont leave it until late 
afternoon. Its a good 45 mins walk and you dont want to be found well into Venice at sundown 
having to either locate a taxi or face the 45 min walk back to the nicer end away from the 
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intimidating atmostphere. Perhaps it was because I was dressed in a sports jacket and had my 
teenage kids with me who knows but this was not the place for me, we just felt unsafe  

Visited April 2012 

“Dirty - horrid atmosphere” 
Reviewed March 26, 2012  

I stopped off here after visiting Santa Monica and could not believe the difference with them 
being so close together. Venice boardwalk is seedy and grotty and I could not wait to leave. Lots 
of homeless and undesirables hanging around. I felt quite unsafe and could not recommend 
and cannot think of any positives. If you really have to go, run in buy a Tshirt and leave asap.  

“Meh. Maybe because we went on a day when it wasn't sunny?” 
Reviewed March 2, 2012  

It's all lovely when you see the word 'Venice' hung across the street but walk a bit past it and it 
just feels skeevy. A lot of the shops were closed but we felt we got the drift from the ones that 
were open - rastafarian shops, cheap sunnies and cheap hippy clothes with a few shops selling 
hooch mixed in between. I won't write a huge review bagging out this place cos we feel the 
weather played a huge part - it was freezing cold and even rained a bit so the tourists were few 
and far between. We felt if there were plenty more tourists it would have a ,much different 
atmosphere but for us on that day it just wasn't our scene. It felt quite unsafe and to be honest, 
it was a relief once we got on the bus back to Santa Monica. 

“Doesn't feel safe” 
Reviewed February 25, 2012  

Just doesn't feel safe - but if you love to watch people you will get lots to look at. 

“terrifying” 
Reviewed February 19, 2012  

I cannot believe that everyone considers this horrible place a must-see attraction when in LA. 
The place revolves around the continuous effort of the Green Doctors trying to entice 
customers to get a "free" marijuana card. Basically, that is what the whole experience is about: 
walking smoking joints, looking at crazy lunatics doing the same and some pretty average 
touristy shops selling nothing special. A real disappointment. Head to Santa Monica and leave 
that Inferno behind.  

Visited February 2012 

“Roller skates, parrots, and people” 
Reviewed February 18, 2012  

Good people watching, some good places to stop and eat along the boardwalk.  Not a 
particularly safe area after dark.  

Great for a short walk!!!”  
Reviewed February 8, 2012  
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I love to walk and ride my bike there, food is good too but sometimes gets a little scary with 
crazy people walking around.  

“Janky” 
Reviewed January 26, 2012  

This place is one of the most over-rated tourist traps in Los Angeles. It's embarrassing that 
visitors come to see this place filled with cheap vendors and freaks of all kinds. It stinks and is 
crowded. I suppose if you are looking for a freak show, this may be the best place for it; 
otherwise, keep your visit short! Allow for more time to stroll the canals of Venice instead.  

“DIRTY!!!!” 
Reviewed January 24, 2012  

This beach was packed with homeless people. I was actually a little scared and I am from New 
York. There were some street performers but nothing exciting. There were a lot of people trying 
to sell medical evals so you can buy pot legally. I will have to try it again in the summer.  

Visited January 2012 

“too many crazy people. Used to be fun, now kinda dangerous” 
Reviewed January 21, 2012  

too many crazy people. Used to be fun, now kinda dangerous  

Well worth the visit but take a bike” 
Reviewed January 7, 2012  

Best way to visit Venice Beach is to rent a bike one mile north near the Santa Monica Pier and 
ride down to Venice Beach from there. Be sure to take the bike path nearest the beach if you are 
in a hurry but if you have time, ride very slowly with the crowd going past all the booths and 
businesses there. The advantage of being on a bike is being able to see a lot in a short amount 
of time plus the guys trying to sell you CDs and the pan-handlers don't bother you. Bike is only 
$7/hr and well worth it.  

Visited January 2012 

“Famous but not for families” 
Reviewed December 28, 2011  

We visited Venice Beach on a one night stopover in LA. We took the kids for a swim at the 
beach and then walked along the boardwalk. It was fun watching the body-builders and 
dancing inline skaters. However, the place seemed a bit seedy for kids - we didn't see many 
others walking around 

“Plan for a great outcome here and you'll find it!” 
Reviewed November 28, 2011  

Venice Beach is a mixed blessing ... we visit 8-10 times a year. Yesterday, I got it. If you plan for 
this weekend afternoon, and know what to expect, it can be a great attraction. Unplanned, it 
can be a stressful, scary weird look at LA that gives you nightmares. First, know that the 
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boardwalk is 1.5 miles long -- which makes it a good 3 mile hike ... great exercise walk if you do 
it right, with the right shoes. We parked at the Venice Blvd beach lot ($9), strolled the oddities 
and took in the sights on the way down, rested in the park at the Santa Monica end (nice grass, 
friendly normal people, fun dogs ... we played Scrabble) , then powerwalked the beach side at 
sunset, back to our car. It was fabulous! You can also park at the beach lot closest to Santa 
Monica if you're inclined to start stress-less, and do it in reverse. That end has a pay by the 
hour arrangement, so it can be cheaper. Here's the thing: the Boardwalk itself is very intense 
and congested, with lots of weird things to see. It's a freak show of sorts, and there is a Freak 
Show, too (see the two headed turtle out front for free). Best stuff is on the ocean side of the 
Boardwalk. You really don't need to buy, but you can find hippie souvenirs if that is your thing. 
The street people acts are fun, but watch your purse/wallet. The drum circle is very cool, but 
don't get too caught up in it unless you like that stoner thing. Speaking of the stoner thing, 
there are many medical marijuana dispensaries and clinics on the Boardwalk -- just blow past 
them quickly (and the head shops) and you'll find much more interesting things to see and do. 
Other than a Jody Maroni's sausage, we've yet to find food/beverage that makes it worth the $$ 
for us (we wait and eat later). Take care of your restroom needs before you go (Starbucks on 
Lincoln is OK) -- the Venice Beach restrooms are filthy, and those in the restaurants/bars can 
be gruesome on a busy weekend. Venice Boardwalk in general is filthy, so don't dress up -- and 
don't bother if it is raining out. If you're in need of souvenir T/shirts, buy them near Muscle 
Beach end of things. Don't miss these classics: the scary clown with the yellow hair. The muscle 
men if they are there. The pickup basketball games (fun to watch). The sunset (time this for 
departure following sunset). The drum circle (from a little distance). The rollerblading guitar 
player who has been there for decades. At least one palmreader/psychic. The sand sculpture 
guy. Don't bother: the head shops and medical marijuana dispensaries. The homeless begging 
kids. The free CD guys. The boys selling puppies, unless you go there with a plan to buy a baby 
pit bull. Most important advice of all: leave before it gets too dark -- it's fine in daylight, 
although edgy ... but this is not a safe place to linger more than 30-40 minutes beyond sunset. 
Take lots of pictures to laugh about later, over drinks in Santa Monica or elsewhere. Pace 
yourself -- and have fun!  

Visited November 2011 

“Don't go at night with wife & kids” 
Reviewed November 24, 2011  

By parking at their lot next to the beach, it has easy access. Skate park is fun too watch. As soon 
as we stood at the rail, a 7 year old skater kid asks for a donation. I told him I hadn't seen him 
do any tricks...so he spun around the park a bit and came back for his $1. As soon as the sun 
went down, it quickly seemed really seedy. We were constantly on the look out with all the 
"interesting" folks around. Parking lot was really dark...we walked quickly to our car and 
locked the doors.  

Visited November 2011 

“Is this a homeless refuge?” 
Reviewed November 21, 2011  

I was not expecting mattresses on the beach and run down vans with the smell of [---] 
everywhere and run down buildings with homeless people milling about and pan handling. I 
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guess I was picturing more of what I thought it must have probably been in the 80's with 
rollerblading bikini clad girls and typical board walk attractions you see at more well kept 
locations. Now it's a hippie/homeless wasteland masked in political signs and "Occupy" 
nonsense. Would never go back. 
 
Muscle beach was a joke. The equipment was rusty and looked unsafe. Only 1 person looked 
like they were actually working out, the rest looked homeless and looking to use the rest room 
or sleep on a weight bench.  

Visited November 2011 

Interesting Experience...” 
Reviewed November 11, 2011  

Basically you're surrounded by tons of people which vary from regular sight-seeing folk to drug 
addicts and homeless people. It reminded me of China Town in NY but with more homeless 
scary people getting super close to you. It wasn't an overall bad experience, but I wouldn't take 
a huge purse or any children along on this trip. My favorite thing was the cool art/artists all 
over the place. Least favorite was all of the scary people pretty much crunched all together 
along the boardwalk. Made me nervous about being pick-pocketed... which I was NOT. ;-) 

“Its ok” 
Reviewed October 31, 2011  

It was interesting to see the street performers and the smoke shops, but quite a few drug 
addicts, burn outs and weirdoes.. Don't bring kids....  

Visited October 2011 

“Great place to get your marijuana” 
Reviewed October 26, 2011  

I've lived in Southern California for 50 years and this was the first time I drove to Venice 
Beach. I'd guess 1/3 of the shops are "medical" marijuana related. Either a small drs office 
ready to prescribe pot for any ailment you can think of or the pot shop itself. And next door will 
be an accessory shop. The rest of the shops are t-shirt or tourist crap shops. Across from the 
brick and mortar shops are the small vendors selling there wares. The best part are the street 
performers, but they spend as more time hyping their act and collecting money, than the 
performance itself. As far as the "muscle beach" area, there were only a few guys working out 
on a Sunday afternoon. I guess it's just a place to go to say you were there, but I can't see ever 
wanting to go back.  

Visited June 2011 

“Scary place” 
Reviewed October 25, 2011  

First visit to Venice beach and a bit of an eye opener.Lots of hippys and homeless. 
A bit scary so we did not stay to long we walked along the boardwalk back into Santa 
Monica.Found a lot to be spaced out selling things that they had made but to scared to go near 
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some of them so not a lot of positve things to say about Venice beach but glad to see but dont 
think would go back.  

Visited October 2011 

“Nice bike ride” 
Reviewed October 19, 2011  

We rented bikes and rode towards the shops and then rode back in the other direction towards 
the houses. I didn't feel too safe by the shops and it felt dirty. The beach however was beautiful. 
It wasn't busy. The bike path was fun because it wasn't just straight, it twisted and turned to 
make for a fun ride.  

Visited October 2011 

An entertaining visit to Venice Beach boardwalk” 
Reviewed October 10, 2011  

We were staying at Santa Monica and hired bikes, there were 3 families with teenagers. We 
rode along the boardwalk to Venice which was only about 15 minutes away. As it was a Sunday 
it was buzzing, there were skateboarders, a roller disco, basket ball games going on and it was 
great for people watching. The roller disco was my favourite; there were some great moves 
going on. One guy managed to do the splits whilst on roller boots. There are also many stalls 
along the boardwalk selling all sorts of things. I think a Sunday is the best day to go as there are 
all the locals are there. The only downside is there are a lot of homeless people there. They 
never bothered us though, although i wouldn't go down there after dark 

“dont take your kids and hide that you have money”  
Reviewed September 7, 2011  

cool place but alot of beggers and alot of drugs in the wide open.  

Didn't live up to the hype - didn't stay long!” 
Reviewed August 12, 2011  

As we were staying in Marina del Rey we thought we would check out Venice Beach. Came 
away very disappointed, I don't understand what all the fuss is about. Walked down the 
boardwalk - there's a lot of strange people there. The area has a feeling of being run down and 
very tatty. We didn't feel comfortable there and would not have taken kids there. 
Would not go back and don't recommend this attraction.  

Visited May 2011 

“Interesting but would not go again” 
Reviewed June 27, 2011  

Interesting place to visit and I am pleased we went - but I don't plan on going back. 
Nice boardwalk to stroll and good place to people watch - but we felt like we had to watch for 
pick-pockets and drunks/stoners the entire time.  
I don't recommend taking children there.  
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Visited June 2011 

Honestly, don't waste your time.” 
Reviewed June 21, 2011  

If you want to go just to say you have been there, then by all means go. If you want to go 
because you think it will be a nice place to visit...DON'T GO! It's dirty and the locals that live 
and thrive there are a little shakey. Vendors constantly approaching you with offers. I turned 
my head and a man approached my 16 year old to offer a free video...after he took it he asked 
for a donation. No big dealand the video wasn't bad but I guess just didn't feel comfortable 
there and frankly not much to see or do but people watch. Parking is expensive. A few days 
later we ended up taking a tour out of LA that stopped by for 15 minutes and that is plenty. Oh, 
btw we were warned by the tour bus driver abouth the restrooms and he was telling the 
truth...possibly the worst I have ever seen!  

Visited June 2011 

You couldn't pay me to go back.” 
Reviewed June 10, 2011  

The Venice Beach boardwalk made my heart hurt. People walking everywhere, in obvious 
stupors of one kind or another, screaming, talking to themselves, and audibly crying. One 
person, visibly high, was "talking" out loud to her "father" - apologizing for "getting a bad 
grade" and swearing that she tried hard. After saying that, she walked into a tree and fell down. 
Every 4 steps someone says "the doctor is in" - which gets old after a while. I didn't feel unsafe 
exactly, it was just too hard to watch these poor people. Sure the ocean is beautiful, but it is just 
too sad. There are other places to see the Pacific in LA.  

Turning to the worse” 
Reviewed June 9, 2011  

No gentrification here. Place is scruffier than ever. Drugdealers, crackheads, drunks dwindle 
about. Lousy art, lousy music. Nothing cool about this place. Depressing.  

“A cultural experience” 
Reviewed May 26, 2011  

The boardwalk was visually stimulating. Best place for people watching. It's a very bohemian 
place. On one side you have the beautiful beach. On the other side you have interesting shops. 
In the middle is a side show and freak exhibit. 
 
Along with the more legitimate T-shirt, gift, food vendors you will see many other vendors as 
well. You'll see artsy types selling crafty hand made items. You'll see musicians playing for 
money. You'll see people performing tricks and stunts for money. Some of them are likely 
homeless. Then you have the amatuer rap musicians that try their hardest to hand you a CD, 
you assume it's free and as you walk away they tell you how much you owe them. I've seen this 
trick everywhere else in the country so I knew better, but I saw many other people get irritated 
over it. No matter where you are, if a stranger tries to hand something to you just shake your 
head and say no thanks. If people wanted what they have the items would be on a table with a 
price sticker. Don't be a fool. 
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As I have read you will want to come during the day. This neighborhood may not be as safe 
during the night. We came with our 1yr old in a stroller. We did not feel unsafe at any time. 
Although we walk big cities all the time and we are familiar with the usual characters and 
common schemes. Other than tourists and some locals, you will see artsy people, hippies, rap 
cd hawkers, and bums. Most bums don't want to hurt you, they just want your cash so they can 
buy cheap vodka.  

Visited May 2011 

“Avoid if you value your safety.” 
Reviewed May 15, 2011  

I have never felt so uneasy in all my life as I did walking with my husband along Venice 
boardwalk. Vagrants, pick pockets, drug dealers and various sinister weirdos, what a place, talk 
about undertones! This place is not quirky, it is a tacky dangerous dump. I was so relieved not 
to have any children with me. If I never go here again it will be too soon. Such a shame, my 
husband remembers it being much nicer fifteen years ago.  

Visited May 2011 

“Rating depends on what you expect and what you want” 
Reviewed May 11, 2011  

I gave the Venice Beach Boardwalk a "poor" rating. 
 
I can see where college kids mind find it interesting or visit foreign tourists mind find it really 
different and funky, but I just find it kind of grubby. it certainly isn't a place I'd take young 
kids. 
 
If you want to see street culture, schlocky street performers, cheesy tourist shops, have people 
trying to sell you something off the street and Muscle Beach then it might be an excellent 
attraction. Personally I think L.A. has 50 or 60 attractions that are better and more deserving 
of attention from tourists first. As a local, it can be a fun place to kill a couple of hours, but it 
just isn't a "must do" for most visitors. 
 
There are some decent restaurants in Venice, but nothing I would go out of my way for as a 
tourist.  

Visited April 2011 

“Interesting place but not for everyone” 
Reviewed April 28, 2011  

Venice broadwalk isn’t what it was 4/5 years ago. Looks like the gentrification of Santa Monica 
has lead quite a few of the drifters to head down to Venice, took a walk a few times up the 
beach never had any problems but there are undertones and looks that isn't comfortable at 
times. 
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Good place to go to see the "other side" of life, but would not take kids and would not stick 
around after sun down!  

Visited April 2011 

“Not a family attraction” 
Reviewed April 5, 2011  

If you're young and have no kids, it's at least an interesting place to check out. But if you got 
kids (of any age), you should avoid this place. There's a tattoo parlor every 3 business and it 
feels like a knife fight could break out any minute.  

Visited April 2011 

“full of entertainment” 
Reviewed October 31, 2010  

This place is packed with a lot of street performers and you're guaranteed to see something 
strange and funny here. Plus there is a market along for those who like to get souvenirs and a 
great skate park where I watched a man in a suit skateboard around! There is also a section 
where artists are allowed to express their art on these concrete walls. The only thing I didn't 
like was the stumbling drunk people who got arrested before my eyes and this was a few times 
too. Just watch your purse and I don't know what it was like at night but my cousin ( a cali 
native) doesn't suggest it unless you're with more than 4 people. Daytime is best.  

“Wow! A real breathtaking experience, a...” 
Reviewed August 14, 2010 via mobile  

Wow! A real breathtaking experience, a bit like Glastonbury festival but with guaranteed 
sunshine!! Some fine artists and artisans selling there wares from the stalls many a bargain to 
be had if you look real close. Watch out for the busker who's forte is to dance inside a small 
cardboard box, really cool/weird! Got a bit seedy toward the end of the sidewalk. Got fed up 
with trying to dodge the rappers thrusting there home made CDs in your hand. Wouldn't fancy 
a visit after nightfall!!! 

“What?”  
Reviewed November 11, 2009  

I cannot believe these 5 star reviews! I'm from NYC but here on this boardwalk I feared for my 
life ok well maybe just for my handbag. I'm so confused now!! Trashy, dirty, junkie novelty 
shops. Every 5th person is walking a pitbull. Get the picture?  

Not so great” 
Reviewed January 6, 2015 NEW  
This place is probably a heaven for skaters, hippies, and homeless. Cops giving out citations left 

and right on the beach even on the least crowded day of the year (Xmas morning). The public 

restroom wasn't horrible at the time we used (“No trip to LA is complete without a stop here” 

Reviewed January 3, 2015 NEW  
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Love the vibe and the people watching. It's a great place to hang out for a couple hours. It's fun 
to hang out and watch the people working out, playing handball, skateboarding, and the street 
performers. There are lots of typical little shops with every souvenir you could need. We 
enjoyed an hour or so here in the afternoon, but then about 4:00pm we noticed the crowd 
started to change. A fight broke out in the street (including weapons and police), homeless 
people appeared in hoards, and it started to feel a little "rough". We decided it was time for us 
to go before the sun set.  

“I felt unsafe” 
Reviewed January 1, 2015 NEW  

it's one of those places that you have to go to see yourself but: 
- quite dirty 
- lots of homeless people 
- lot's of pot and the smell of it in the air (this made me think that people must be peaceful :)) - 
doctor is always on duty... 
- quite crowdy 
- i think that US in general is safe place but Venice Beach was one of those places where I 
wouldn't take the turn from the main street to one of the alleys as I would be afraid  
 
I dont think this place has anything to do with artists, but as said at the beginning you got to 
see yourself to know that you do not need to come back. 
 
if you are a surfer or skateboarder you might like it  

Visited October 2014 
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“Ghetto” 
Reviewed December 31, 2014 NEW  

The sand is soft. The water is blue. The homeless are everywhere. The waterfront stores are 
dumps. The worest part are the drugs. This is a place to buy drugs. It is dangerous. Do not take 
the kids. A naked man ran through the hotel lobby.  

Not for old ladies” 
Reviewed December 29, 2014  
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It was late afternoon on a weekday in June. We drove around forever looking for street 
parking--thankfully we didn't have to pay for our short visit. We didn't see much of the beach 
because the boardwalk was so "interesting." Scary, really. The tacky little shops were closing 
up, the street performers were mostly gone, and we just knew how icky the bathrooms would 
be. And we had to go--so we went ... elsewhere.  

Visited June 2014 

“Not for Family with Small Kids” 
Reviewed December 28, 2014  

We went to Venice Beach only to find out that this the place where selling marijuana is legal, 
here, lots of junk Tshirt and many funny and interesting stuffs that's include the freak show. 
Definitely not reccomended for small children. We were here for just less than 15 minutes. 
Disappointing. PS public toilet was unbelievabl very dirty!  

Visited December 2014 

Not all that.” 
Reviewed December 27, 2014  

Been to the States 3 times, and finally went to Venice Beach. Walked from Santa Monica. 
Was very disappointed. It was gross, dirty and there were a lot of people trying to sell you junk 
on the side of the street. Plus all the 'legal' marijuana stores. The whole thing was tacky. 
If I were to choose I best bit, it would have been watching the guys in the outdoor gym. 
Never again.  

Visited August 2014 

“Markets by the sea” 
Reviewed December 26, 2014  

Yeah what can I say not the prettiest beach in the USA 
Full of homeless people surviving on the beach front  
The shops are market type $3 shirts and crap 
Interesting people walking along Boardwalk though which was the highlight  
Must to see once but would not hurry back 
As they say done tick  

Visited November 2014 

“Don't go!” 
Reviewed December 26, 2014  

The whole area was run down, dirty and filled with the very people you don't want to associate 
with on vacation. Please close any number of other beautiful beaches close by. Try the Santa 
Monica Pier - only a 5 minute drive away.  

Nice beach- that's it!” 
Reviewed December 20, 2014  
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It is actually a nice beach, but everything else down this way is tacky and dirty. Keep walking 
and keep your belongings close.  

Visited December 2014 

“Not what I expected” 
Reviewed December 20, 2014  

Driving from Santa Monica Pier to Venice Beach was like driving through the scenes from 
Grand Theft Auto V. Whatever you do in LA, don't take short cuts and don't follow suggestions 
for a "quicker route" from the Sat Nav. Driving down a back street "alley" you come across all 
sorts of "characters", from drunks to druggies and what looked to be a "transfer of goods" from 
one van to another.  
 
Trying to find a "safe" car park was almost fruitless so we got out of there as quickly as 
possible. Obviously the only was to see Venice Beach is on the tour bus.  

Visited November 2014 

“Honestly not that much worthwhile” 
Reviewed December 15, 2014  

True, the Venice Canals are lovely with the beautiful houses, the small pathways, the birds... 
True, the Beach is nice. But apart from that, there really is not much more to enjoy. The Venice 
Boardwalk is awful. We went to Santa Monica, much better for the beach and the city strolls.  

Visited December 2014 

“Much worst than in the movies ” 
Reviewed December 14, 2014  

As many europeans i grew with the myth of California and the West coast  
Venice was very disappointing  
Full of tourist traps and with all the green areas invaded by homelesses.  
It was very sad to cycle among poorness and bad smell.  

Not sure why you would bother to travel to this beach” 
Reviewed December 11, 2014  

Perhaps arriving on a weekday didn't improve our perception of what appeared to be beach 
dwellers (sometimes with their dogs), many who sat on the ground, their possessions covered 
by tarpaulins behind them trying to sell their wares. They were selling cheap tourist jewellery, 
dream catchers or other handmade works of "art". I've heard the street entertainers at 
weekends make for a more lively scene and perhaps we struck a bad day. 
The choice of eating places was also limited and not very attractive but perhaps I had 
unrealistic expectations.  

Visited November 2014 

“Disappointing!”  
Reviewed December 10, 2014  
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I really wanted to like Venice Beach- I thought I would love it. Instead, I found it a bit too 
weird. All I could smell was pot the entire length of it, and to be honest I didn't feel totally safe 
there. Wouldn't recommend unless you're super into the surfie/stoner culture. 

“Depends where you go” 
Reviewed December 10, 2014  

The boardwalk area and shops on the boardwalk were very dingy. The view was not as stunning 
as it should have been as there are many makeshift homeless tents set up all along the 
boardwalk which is truly very sad. Hard to enjoy a beautiful view knowing there are so many 
homeless individuals. However, a few blocks away are some truly wonderful restaurants and 
high end shops and a very nice shopping area. We did not enjoy walking on the boardwalk 
although we saw many sights from well dressed people to people in rags, we found this to be 
depressing and sad.  

Visited December 2014 

“Dirty but you kinda need to stop” 
Reviewed December 10, 2014  

OK so Venice Beach is very difficult to describe. The beach is beautiful! The shops are just okay. 
You won't see good deals. I even though that most of them had prices I wouldn't even pay in a 
nice clean store. Still there's a lot of souvenirs for clothes and accessories. Very SADLY dirty 
with lot of homeless people. Kind a sad place when you walk near the shops. Not how I was 
expecting it. 
 
I suggest you take a ride with a bike from Santa Monica Pier toward Venice Beach that way 
you'll see and get the pulse of the area 

“Looking tacky” 
Reviewed December 10, 2014  

We arrived and didn't intend to stay for too long, this was an "en-route" pit stop. Felt that the 
area had deteriorated. I've never been here before, but my friends have and they felt that it was 
not as interesting as in previous years. Didn't feel like I was in a "safe" area and was happy to 
leave after about half an hour. Maybe it will still appeal to much younger teens/twenties, but I 
found it rather tacky and run-down  

Visited December 2014 

“Over Rated” 
Reviewed December 10, 2014  

Terribly disappointed with Venice Beach. The boardwalk was dirty, it was full of grafitti and 
there were heaps of homeless people camping. The beachfront houses are run down and 
constantly smelt like marijuana. Spend your time further north at Santa Monica instead.  

Visited December 2014 

“Sad” 
Reviewed December 9, 2014  
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We took the family and paid a fortune to park and walk down to the muscle beach area. While 
it was marginally interesting for me, my major problem is the ubiquitous pot paraphernalia 
which provided a teaching moment for the kids but also was just plain disgusting. This place 
should be avoided.  

Visited June 2014 

“Wrong place” 
Reviewed December 7, 2014  

We where looking for the Venice boardwalk area and ended up here paying $9 to park for a 
15min walk on the concrete pier.  
My mistake.  
The pier was dirty and all concrete. I am used to others like Oceanside that have a little 
character. It was Dec. so not many people on the beach. There where some families with kids 
using snow disks to ride down the large sand hills they had piled up.  
You probably wont see that to many places in the country.  
The beach is wide and looks like it would be a decent place to go if you lived in the area.  
Street parking is hard to find, so look a few blocks away or pay the $9 for 6 hrs of parking.  

Visited December 2014 

“Sad dirty olace”  
Reviewed December 6, 2014  

Terribly sad to see a place with such potential filled with the hopeless and homeless. Most parts 
of the boardwalk just stink horribly and the strange characters make the place feel unsafe. 
Nothing special. Nothing at all.  

“Wow got stopped by drug dogs at airport lol” 
Reviewed December 5, 2014  

Loved the cheap Tshirts and hats was annoyed by people shuving Cds in my face. Homeless 
gent followed all around after a drink and food. Was so excited to see muscle beach and only 
one little man there lol. Toilets on beach OMG nearly vomited but when you have to go you 
have to go my advice SQUATT lol. Only one thing happened when we got back to Brisbane we 
were stopped by drug dogs and the thing they pick out was our Tshirts we brought from Venice 
lol............ wash them before you take them over seas lol.  

Visited November 2014 

One end good-One end bad” 
Reviewed December 4, 2014  

We stayed at Venice Beach Inn about a year and a half ago. It's at the quiet,peaceful end of 
Beach Walk. Good place to stay to explore the area. Most of Beach Walk is filled with stalls that 
start to look the same within minutes. Save your money and spend it along Abbott-Kinney-a 
short drive away. There are nice cafes and boutiques there.  

Visited October 2014 
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“beach bums” 
Reviewed December 3, 2014  

When headed to this area, everyone said "you have to go to Venice Beach". Well, I am still 
trying to figure out why? it is a dirty thug filled beach. There are some cool graffiti to see; but 
other than that - our stay was very short. again...once you have seen it you dont want to go 
back.lots of prettier beaches to be seen.  

Visited October 2014 

“It's what you expect and more-all walks of life come together” 
Reviewed December 2, 2014  

Venice Beach and Boardwalk is a surreal experience where people from all walks of life come to 
hang out from the truly destitute to the extremely wealthy to the occasional celebrity to the self 
proclaimed "freaks" to the marathon trainees to your "average Joe". The boardwalk is truly an 
eclectic gathering of sights, sounds and smells all while having the beach as its backdrop. There 
are many unique artistic items to purchase as well as many souvenirs. There are a few places to 
eat and/or grab a beer. A fun way to spend an afternoon and a must do if visiting LA. 
**Warnings: it can get very crowded. Be prepared especially if you plan on going with children; 
it is truly all walks of life and an almost anything goes atmosphere-some marijuana smoking 
out in plain view, some almost too explicit PDA (public display of affection/attraction), some 
very outspoken people expressing religious, political, racial, sexual, etc.. views, some 
inappropriate for children logos on merchandise, green medical dispensaries, questionable 
bathrooms and other such things.  

Visited November 2014 

Beautiful beach!” 
Reviewed December 1, 2014  

This is an interesting place. The beach was beautiful and big! Lots of shops to pick up t-shirts, 
etc. I thought the prices were surprisingly reasonable. A great place to people watch, lots of 
interesting characters. Fun atmosphere. One thing I didnt care for was the odor in the area, not 
sure exactly what it was, not sure if i want to know! Smelled like trash and something else. 
Other than that, a very entertaining way to spend a day! A must to visit while in L.A.!  

“Interesting...” 
Reviewed November 24, 2014  

A place that i will proably not go again. The beach was fairly dirty (compared to Australian 
beaches) and there was lots of weed and big guys trying to push their music on you. Was 
probably the most unsafe we felt during our America trip  

Visited May 2014 

“Interesting” 
Reviewed November 18, 2014  
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We spent an afternoon at Venice Beach and enjoyed watching the skateboarders and other 
assorted people. As mentioned in other reviews, it's not the cleanest place. There are a few 
tents for long term dwellers parked around, and they are messy. I took my shoes off to walk in 
the sand, but thought better of it and put them back on for fear of glass. It is an interesting 
place to be. The market kind of scums it up a bit, still, it's worth a visit. I've seen Venice Beach 
in the movies and now I've seen it in person. Keep in mind that to park close will cost a few 
dollars.  

Visited October 2014 

“Not worth your time--Faded and Dirty” 
Reviewed November 17, 2014  

Venice Beach was disappointing. The beach itself was gorgeous and the facilities for 
skateboarders were impressive. But the overall feel of the walk was dirty and there was a place 
to buy medical marjuana and they were actively marketing it to everyone passing by. The 
Muscle Beach consisted of one person lifting weights. It may have been a great place once but 
now it is run down. Your time is better spent at the Santa Monica Pier. Go there instead.  

Visited November 2014 

“Disgusting and unsafe” 
Reviewed November 16, 2014  

Our family holidayed in the US from Sydney. We have seen and read all the hype of the iconic 
Venice Beach! Clearly those days are well and truly over. It has deteriorated into a strip of 
beach that is a full time home to the homeless and drug addicts of California. It feels seedy, 
smells like a public urinal and is so unsafe for children. The characters that you think of at 
Venice Beach are not in sight and given the shambles the place is in it is no surprise. Santa 
Monica is a little better but again disappointing. Unfortunately Venice Beach is not a place I 
would recommend for anyone let alone families.  

Visited September 2014 

“Spoilt by tourism?” 
Reviewed November 16, 2014  

I thought Venice Beach was gonna have a real cool, chilled atmosphere but it was the opposite, 
a bit disappointing. If you visit, make sure to go to the Northern end near Santa Monica pier. 
The Southern end just had a horrible vibe, the sidewalks full of desperate peddlers seeing you 
only as a walking dollar sign. 
 
The main path just had tacky shops with no personality. After walking a distance of about 100 
metres, me and my husband had already been accosted by 2 separate guys bullying us into 
buying their RnB CDs, an aggressive charity guy, and another guy hassling us to go on his 
Hollywood celebrity starline tour. We avoided the path as quickly as we could after that, but it 
had kind've already spoilt the mood for us. 
 
When I went to Santa Monica pier the next day though, the vibe of Venice Beach at that end 
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was a little more interesting. It had seafront cafes, skateboarders and an interesting park where 
cheerleaders and stunt men seemed to train. That was okay for people watching.  

Visited November 2014 

“Disgusting” 
Reviewed November 12, 2014 via mobile  

Overrated. Dirty. Not worth it. Trust me, don't waste your time. We went because I feel like it's 
one of those places you must experience once in your life. It was pouring with the homeless. It 
was like the circus on crack in a trash can. I usually love new places and interesting 
experienced but really, it's so overrated. Felt dirty and unsafe the whole time. If you're on the 
fence, just go to San Diego.  

Visited November 2014 

Home of the insane homeless.” 
Reviewed November 10, 2014  

the area is beautiful. At first we enjoyed the carnival like atmosphere. The constant beating 
drums get old real fast. There are too many homeless people wandering around that it only 
reminds you of how sad of a society we have. We spend billions waging war with other 
countries but we do nothing to solve our own problems here at home. When I vacation I want 
to be reminded of what a beautiful world we live in. This may be a cool place for the teenager 
types... but it is not for me. The beach is beautiful and well maintained , great for bikes.  

Visited November 2014 

“Nice beach” 
Reviewed November 8, 2014  

Nice beachfront area, but would not say the same thing for the boardwalk shops - extremely 
dated (looks like something from the 60s-70s hippie era). Not impressed at all with boardwalk 
and if you are looking for a clean nice area to take kids - this NOT the area. Again, the beach 
itself is nice, just if you could get there without having to go by the boardwalk - that would be 
great! There are better beaches around!  

Creepy...” 
Reviewed November 6, 2014  

The place looked pretty nice from the car, but as soon as we got off, things started to get creepy. 
There were a number of homeless or strange people either walking or sitting on benches, 
making us quite uncomfortable. 
 
The views were OK, but it was quite windy, and combine this with the lack of street parking 
and the creepiness, I would say this is your choice to come.  

Visited November 2014 

“Bums, bums and dope heads”  
Reviewed November 5, 2014  
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What a disappointment. Bums sleeping and peddling their junk everywhere. Most of the shops 
along the strip was either a "medical marijuana" dispensary or shops with t-shirts that had 
something cute to display about marijuana. Mistake taking the young children. 

“All I can say is "wow"” 
Reviewed November 5, 2014  

This was the first stop in my all day LA tour. I always heard about Venice beach/muscle beach 
and it certainly lived up to my vision of what it was. The beach itself was lovely.. the stores and 
people were sketchy. Lots of homeless people around too and people trying to get you to take 
their "free CD's" but then wanted money for a "tip". Skateboard park was nice to see. I'm so 
glad that we didn't take the time to drive there on our own and pay for parking. I definitely 
would never go back or bring my kids there. Save your time and check out Santa Monica pier 
instead 

“Beautiful trainwreck!” 
Reviewed November 5, 2014  

What can I say! Venice beach is one big trainwreck! If u like to people watch and feel like u are 
amidst a comedy film...make sure and visit this beach. However, words of wisdom...this is NOT 
a place for kids! The boardwalk itself is a cool place to walk and visit shops selling clothing, 
skateboards and accessories, but the main attraction are the drug parapanelia shops and 
medical marijuana doctors and solicitors that's will hit u up in the open as u stroll down the 
boardwalk. Remember people, marijuana is legal for card holders in California, so it's not 
illegal to buy parapanelia and it pay a visit to one of the many alternative medical doctors that 
will diagnose and write u a prescription for marijuana for a small fee under $100. The beach 
itself of course is gorgeous, but it's super crowded. Renting a bike and or roller blades should 
be rented on a weekday, as it is less busy. There are plenty of cool bars and restaurants to stop 
and eat or grab a drink and continue to people watch. U can see muscle beach, where everyone 
working out looks roided out. Or the many acts along the boardwalk in which collect money in 
their hats throughout their shows ....while also involving passerbys in their acts. There are 
plenty of henna tattoo places and creative folks painting and drawing pictures. There is a really 
cool skate park that would be great for kids to go to, but the park itself is too full of crazy 
things, that I wouldn't advise bringing your children. Bottom line...it's a place u must visit 
when in Southern California for that trainwreck experience. I could go on and on about the 
madness of what u will see, but u should experience the trainwreck for yourself. But 
remember...do not bring ur kids!!  

Visited August 2014 

“Overrated”  
Reviewed November 3, 2014  

The ocean is pretty, but Venice Beach is just hot and creepy. I much prefer to ride my bike on 
the track instead. 

“Disappointed”  
Reviewed October 28, 2014  
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Really disappointed by this beach. Everybody is talking about it and how beautiful it is. But 
when we got there they were so much homeless people and the beach was dirty. We even saw a 
fight between two homeless person and the cops who ran after them. So I do not recommend. 
Santa Monica beach is so much better.  

“Skip it” 
Reviewed October 27, 2014  

I am extremely open minded but given there are numerous beautiful beaches along the coast I 
really can't understand and wish we hadn't time walking the "board walk". Unless you are 
totally bored with natural / beautiful surroundings ... don't know why you would venture here. 
We were on the hop on hop off bus and got off to see what it was ... wished we hadn't. Very dark 
art and lots of "clinics" to sell marijuana. If this is what you are looking for you are in the right 
place.  

Visited October 2014 

“Pass...” 
Reviewed October 24, 2014 via mobile  

The place was full of bumbs and people trying to sell me cds or Marijuana. If your with a family 
there are far better beaches you can go to.  

Visited April 2014 

“Good Time - if your open minded” 
Reviewed October 23, 2014  

We (me, DS 13, DS 10 & DD 10) stayed at Santa Monica and rented bikes and rode down to 
Venice Beach on a Saturday morning. We loved this ride with fantastic views, wish I had 
something more like it at home. Venice Beach itself I also like - I love the people watching, the 
street entertainers and all the people out in the sunshine being active: skateboarding, tennis, 
basketball lifting weights, swimming etc. Yes people try to sell you all sorts of things but I just 
said 'no thanks' and kept walking if I wasn't interested and I was not hassled any further. I had 
read other peoples comments saying don't take your children but my kids enjoyed it and well 
did they get to see some stuff that started conversations (e.g. the marijuana shops and 
homeless people) yes but I'm ok with that, I think those are conversations I need to have with 
them anyway. We had ice-cream and sat in the shade under the trees to watch it all go by for a 
while. Beach area was clean and water was sparkling clear blue! A great fun family morning  

Visited September 2014 

“Dissapointed” 
Reviewed October 21, 2014  

Really thought there would be more to do in the venice beach pier area. You really have to get 
on a bike and go down the bike trail to see any of the real "eclectic" venice beach and there is 
still nothing to really do for a tourist there  

Visited October 2014 
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Tatty” 
Reviewed October 20, 2014 via mobile  

Visit Hermosa Beach if you want a pretty coastal resort. Venice was strewn with homeless 
people, loons, hawkers and junkies 
 
If you want to see how run down a place can get then this is ideal, if not then skip it  

Visited October 2014 

“A cultural experience” 
Reviewed October 20, 2014  

We walked from Santa Monica Pier to Venice Beach - what an experience! Since we stayed 
right on Hollywood Blvd we had become used to the big crowds, the homeless and the 
CD/DVD pushers. Still, Venice Beach was a spectacle. The weird, the wonderful and the 
downright peculiar hang out here. The skate park was full of kids doing death defying stunts 
without helmets. An on-duty cop did a few pull ups in the outdoor gym at muscle beach (in full 
uniform). A lady was selling ready made cardboard signs for beggars?! The beach itself is 
beautiful and it's possible to bypass the commotion by walking along the waters edge rather 
than on the paved walking path.  

Visited October 2014 

“Dont bother” 
Reviewed October 19, 2014  

We visit Venice beach and walk along to muscle beach (no muscles as no one there), on Sun at 
approx 11am. 
 
It was just another dirty beachside touristy spot. It was full of crazies trying to push crap and 
sell CDs to you. It was hot and no shade any where. ticked off the list of places been but was a 
disappointment. As an Ozzy we definitely have better in OZ, if you strapped for time on 
holidays and think oh lets go to Venice beach, save your time ands money and not bother . 

What a Surprise - Really Tacky!” 
Reviewed October 17, 2014  

After visiting Santa Monica Pier, Malibu and then heading to Manhattan Beach, I was really 
surprised by Venice Beach. It was like visiting East LA between beautiful beaches. While it does 
have a beautiful beach, the promenade is full of tacky tourist stalls including marijuana 
"doctors" approaching you every few feet. There are many homeless and poverty stricken 
people, some trying to make a honest living, others just hanging it. It was ok to see once but it 
was a bit uncomfortable and not pleasant so we likely won't return. We were lucky to find 
parking close by on the street for $1 per hour.  

“Venice Beach” 
Reviewed October 16, 2014  
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Nice place, hard too get a car park and be care full if you park where the kerb is red you may get 
booked. LOTS of pubs little bit of walking great food and you can walk along the pier nice place 
during the day unsure at night  

“Bit of a curate's egg” 
Reviewed October 9, 2014  

Something you have to check out as a tourist in LA. But while the beach is nice (and very well 
maintained) and the cycle ride along the coast (most tourists way of getting there) is great, the 
truth is that this a rather sad and tacky area. Lots of 'rough sleepers', rubbish stalls and tacky 
down-market shops. While as a New Zealander it's tough to say nice things about Australia, 
Venice Beach doesn't compare overall to say Manly or Bondi as a quality tourism  

“Down and out in LA” 
Reviewed October 5, 2014  

A really sad place. This is where you go to see those who missed out on the American dream. 
Epitomised by the ratbag who was charging people to pat his dog; above which was a sign 
saying: "This aint Disneyland". Got that right at least. Couldn't get out of there fast enough.  

Visited September 2014 

“Disappointing” 
Reviewed September 28, 2014  

We had high hopes but were surprised by the state of Venice beach: it was a dump. Crappy 
toerist shops, very poor food options, a LOT of homeless people and 'hippies' (not the good 
kind), it smelled like urine... I did not feel safe, and we were there during lunch time. If you do 
consider it a must see, check out muscle beach, the skate ramps and the beach. We left within 
the hour and had seen it all. Parking is expensive (9-15$). Someone here wrote about the 
Venice canals which are nearby. I would consider it a good combination for a half-a-day trip.  

“Yeah...it's exactly what you think it's going to be...” 
Reviewed September 28, 2014  

By the title, I mean what I say. If you're young and looking for exciting, different people to 
observe, surf, skateboard, rollerblade, be seen by others and take in the oddities, you'll love it. 
If you're a tourist looking for the local beach flavor (and scents) it's what you'd expect. If you 
think it's all a bunch of hype and overpriced t-shirts and 'locally made' souvenirs, it's all that 
too. As teenager of the 80's it reminded me of the movie Lost Boys and the fictional town of 
Santa Clara with it's boardwalk life. Decent enough in the daytime, but as the day winds down 
and night comes, there's a whole different vibe.  

Visited September 2014 

“A tacky iconic attraction, keep your expectations low!” 
Reviewed September 20, 2014  

The beach is beautiful but the rest of it is a mixture of tacky brassy commercialism, boring 
souvenir shops selling the same junk, t-shirts etc.. peddlers selling anything. I was very 
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disappointed. The only cool thing was watching the roller skaters, some of them were very 
good. 
If you are in the area, stop and see it. It is a very iconic area but be sure to keep your 
expectations low!  

“Glad I've seen it; conflicted on rating.” 
Reviewed September 18, 2014  

Honestly, I rated poor, but I am not sure, so I hope this review will still be helpful. 
 
I was really happy to rent bikes in Santa Monica and go all the way to Marina Del Rey. We had 
a bit to eat at the Venice beach skate park; and took pictures by the beach and the graffiti walls. 
 
The beach is beautiful, large, and the ocean amazing. 
 
The tacky walking boardwalk with shops and sellers (you cannot bring you bikes in) was not 
fun, so we spent about 2 minutes there. 
 
Even on the bike path as I was scared. I thought that being early AM would be good and not so 
full of homeless, but I forgot to realize that they'd still be there and asleep; and waking up 
searching for their fix. 
 
So even on and from the bike path, there was a ton of homeless, people smoking dope and 
scary looking folks.  
 
The good thing is that there are bathrooms and bike racks everywhere.  
 
So I am glad I did it; but was very happy to be on my bicycle as otherwise, I would have been 
really scared for my daughters.  

Visited August 2014 

“Beautiful Beach, Tacky Foreshore area !” 
Reviewed September 13, 2014  

Beautiful Beach, Tacky Foreshore area !. We visited this area April 13 during a sand storm, so 
thought we'd go back for another look. The beach is beautiful, just ignore all the Tacky stores, 
money making sidewalk activities, Grassy odour in the Air and sadly lots of homeless people 
and get on down to the Beach  

Visited September 2014 

“Trashy people and trashy board walk”  
Reviewed September 11, 2014  

Trashy dope "doctors" issuing prescriptions. The whole thing was sleazy. Muscle beach is there 
also and is a dumpy. Bums on the walk have dogs and ask for donations to pet the dog. The 
whole place is very graffiti-ish and garish.  

“Super Cool” 
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Reviewed September 6, 2014  

My hubby and I visited Venice on the last day of our holiday. It was super relaxing after a 
packed schedule. I let hubby off the lead to splash in the waves and watched him lollop around 
for a good hour whilst I relaxed on the sand - wonderful! But beware of sunburn - it is 
considerably cooler because of the breeze but I got badly burnt despite the sun screem. Toilets 
are fairly plentiful but not verypleasant so use a restaurant one if you can. We wandered along 
the boulevard and enjoy the variety of market stalls and shops. Look for your best price - they 
will vary a lot, but many include tax already. This is the place to buy art and souvenirs. Many 
items were much cheaper for standard souvenirs. There are also a range of art to suit many 
tastes. Hubby and I spent $80and came home with some 7 pieces of art we love. Unfortunately 
there are also many homeless people and amusingly, if you are able to breath, it seems, you can 
get a diagnosis for medical marijuana from one of the many 'clinics' that line the boulevard. 
Parking is about $10 which is not bad, considering theme parks' shockingly cheeky ask for $16 
after paying for the park tickets. Take a morning at Venice and enjoy breakfast, the beach and a 
browse.  

Visited August 2014 

“Interesting” 
Reviewed September 5, 2014  

We arrived early in the morning - around 10am. It was interesting, but something I don't ever 
need to see again. 
I had my 2 14 year old daughters with me. They were frightened and said they didn't feel safe. 
They were intimidated by all of the "medical" marijuana signs and shop trinkets that promoted 
doing drugs. 
Needless to say, we didn't stay long. 
Parking was $30 for 2 hours - maybe because it was a holiday weekend.  

Visited September 2014 

Cool to see once, wouldn't return” 
Reviewed September 3, 2014  

We came to Venice Beach on a Saturday morning, because as tourists, it was one of those 
things people said we had to visit at least once. We found parking on the street because we 
knew we weren't going to be there for more than 2 hours so we weren't paying the insane 
amount for parking at the beach. Walked along the boardwalk, passing the "freak show" and 
Muscle Beach, where not much was going on at the time we were there. Apparently later in the 
day they were hosting a bikini contest but we didn't plan on staying there long. Also passed by 
the skate park, which was pretty cool. 
 
I'm not really one to get weirded out by things, I'm from NYC so I've seen almost everything. 
But there were a lot of sketchy people around. And there were homeless people 
EVERYWHERE. They even were using the public restroom sinks to clean themselves. Ew. 
 
I would never want to go there in the evening.  
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Visited August 2014 

“Disgusting / dirty” 
Reviewed September 3, 2014  

I've visited Venice many times in my 18 years in California. The bums pretty much guarantee 
urine is detectable everywhere. And the available public bathrooms are not only too few, but 
are never stocked with TP. Yesterday, my sons had to stand in line so they could take turns 
standing in 1/4" urine puddles on the floor.  

Visited September 2014 

“Only good for "people watching" Not for kids” 
Reviewed September 2, 2014  

This place has changed a lot over the years. South Venice is still fairly nice and not too 
crowded. North Venice is dirty, crowded, a bit sketchy and strong smell of weed up and down 
the boardwalk. If you're into eclectic scenes & people watching, it's fine but be prepared to deal 
with strange crowds and terrible parking.  

Very disappointed!!” 
Reviewed August 26, 2014  

This was my first visit to Venice Beach and most likely my last. It wasn't at all what I expected 
of the tourist attraction that I have heard so much about. After strolling along the beach and 
storefronts, I just didn't feel clean and hurried to my next destination. 

“A real disappointment” 
Reviewed August 24, 2014  

I had been looking forward to seeing Venice beach for years and was so disappointed when I 
eventually got there. The place seemed run down with lots of homeless people everywhere 
having said that they weren't bothering anybody. We were there at around 8.30am and most 
places don't seem to open till 10am so maybe it would have been a different experience if we 
had arrived later. We did have a lovely stroll on the beach from Venice to Santa Monica and 
that was lovely.  

Visited August 2014 

“It's tired, but hasn'e changed in years” 
Reviewed August 19, 2014  

great experience, loved the afternoon here, even with young kids. marijuana clinics and muscle 
beach provides a major culture shock from the clean and pristine Beverley Hills. But, crafts and 
cheap t-shirts are available, the beach is superb and safe, and warm. Images of LA are often of 
Venice Beach, and it doesn't disappoint in real life. Britain's equivalent is Newport Beach. 
scruffy but worthy of a day trip (and avoid at night). Santa Monica is just a few blocks away if 
you tire of Venice, but the latter is faithfully an LA attraction.  

Visited August 2014 
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“Ugly!!” 
Reviewed August 17, 2014  

The best you could say about Venice beach is that it use to be nice! It is just plain ugly and dirty 
up on the boardwalk area. Take the walk to Santa Monica instead!!  

Visited August 2014 

“Oh My” 
Reviewed August 17, 2014  

The beach itself is amazing, but the place itself I found a bit scary. We were on a tour and the 
guide did warn us not to wander too far, and it was easy to see why. The history of the place is 
amazing but is has slipped into disrepair and is not very clean. Quite sad really  

Visited November 2013 

Just what you heard!” 
Reviewed August 15, 2014  

Okay, so I did read the reviews and new what I was expecting and yes, everyone was right! 
Nothing but crazies, shops all selling about the same thing and just miles of the same things. 
Tourist, walking, homeless all around, art being displayed but I wouldn't consider it much art 
and except for the beautiful beach, I would say, I would skip it next time I am in town. Nothing 
worth going to see unless if you are like us, we had to experience it to say we saw it, but once is 
enough!  

Visited July 2014 

“One far corner in the multi-dimensional space that is California” 
Reviewed August 15, 2014  

I recently visited SoCal with a small group of friends. I had never been to the Getty. I'll have to 
return to that. 
 
As for Venice, I'm marking it "done" on my list. Yes, you go to see weird people as much as 
anything. What you mostly see is hawkers of cheap, stupid t-shirts interrupted by vendors of 
bad food. 
 
Still you might want to see it. I did. I also made a trip to Haight-Ashbury in SF. 
 
Compared to what I was told to expect, the drug pedaling has probably been reduced by 
legalization of marijuana. Still, there are plenty people using. And that's not the only thing 
you're going to smell. 
 
My only regret is that it was overcast and we were late in the day, so I didn't see any Baywatch 
women roller blading wearing dental floss. 
 
I made the trip, and I won't need to go back.  
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Visited August 2014 

“Venice Beach” 
Reviewed August 8, 2014  

Wow! I have always seen the famous Venice Beach on TV. I pictured it as being a Whole 
Foods/Sprouts, eclectic type beach community, only to find homeless, drug addicts and pan 
handlers all around the beach. Not to mention the stench of urine and trash laying around. It 
was such a big disappointment. Hollywood has truly glamorized it in their movies. Its too bad. 
I will never bother returning. I'm heading to Huntington Beach now. Hopefully that's a better 
place. 

“A variety of unique people.” 
Reviewed August 8, 2014  

Venice Beach is high energy. Despite being a beach, I didn't see or even think about swimming. 
The street performers, artists, skaters and people in general will keep you occupied for the day. 
There is some cool graffiti all around the beach and tons of affordable art to buy from the street 
vendors. Don't be surprised if your offered weed prescriptions--there are no shortage of weed 
doctors along the walk. The vibe is fantastic. Bring a carrying bag along because I would be 
shocked if you left empty handed.  
 
I would have to say it is apparent that this attraction is a daytime attraction and I wouldn't 
think about going at night as I can imagine the sorts that would lurk around a unique place like 
this.  

Visited September 2013 

So dirty.” 
Reviewed August 5, 2014  

A good friend lived in Venice for most of our college years. The first time we walked our dogs 
there it seemed like a good idea until we realized the number of homeless, drug addicts, street 
vendors and general deadbeats that harass you. And don't get caught there after dark! If you're 
visiting and want to just say you've seen it, go mid-day on a week-day - outside of that be 
cautious and careful!  

Visited May 2014 

“Unsettling” 
Reviewed August 2, 2014  

I am 52 and admittedly from a sheltered bedroom community in Canada. My need for security 
is very high and that colours my experiences so recognize that when you read this review. 
Venice Beach is not for everyone. I found it to be unsettling. My husband and grown kids were 
amused by the "characters" but I just felt uneasy and insecure. There is nothing fun for me to 
be immersed in that environment with drug addicts, beggars, tough types... I travel the world 
and I hated this experience so intensely that I literally got in the door of our hotel and wrote 
this review. In balance, the beach is fabulous but we went quite late in the evening, not long 
before the street vendors were closing down (at sundown), so I wasn't there by day. I just felt 
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uneasy. I wouldn't want to wander down the wrong alley there. Maybe I am all wrong but there 
is not sense in anyone like me going there just to check it out.  

Visited July 2014 

“A Must See if you're visiting LA” 
Reviewed July 29, 2014  

I love Venice Beach. As a resident of LA, I go there at least a few times a year. It is very eclectic, 
diverse & a hip place to go for a stroll. People watching, lots of casual restaurants, street 
performers, one of a kind vendors, spectator sports, and a beach all rolled into one. Just a short 
stroll from Santa Monica, but feels like a different world. Always entertaining. The only thing I 
don't like is the influx of medical marijuana places over the last few years with their annoying 
signs. I would definitely also recommend that you be aware of your surroundings and watch 
your purse, there are all kinds of characters about. I would recommend weekend, daytime as 
the ideal time to go.  

Visited July 2014 

“True Venice” 
Reviewed July 27, 2014  

This place should be avoided by all means : filthy streets, shop tenants that will try to steal 
from you with all tricks. I personnaly got trapped by one that was selling sunglasses. They will 
pretend you scratched a lense if you have a pair of sunglasses fall and will ask for money. The 
local police was helpful and understanding but I eventually gave up on 10 dollars to leave in 
peace. 
The only interest is the charming neighborghood with the canals.  

Visited July 2014 

“Dirty, crowded, scarey people, toilets overflow - yuk” 
Reviewed July 25, 2014  

We went to several beaches in LA and the OC, this was by a mile the worst. We stopped for an 
hour and with 20 minutes we wanted it get our kids out of there and back safely on our tour. 
The second we neared the beach we had armed police, police on Mounties and police on bikes 
around us; good because there were homeless people everywhere; clearly drug affected people 
and the muscle beach and famous basket ball (white men can't jump fame) was crowded with 
some very scary looking individuals, there was rubbish and fifth everywhere, toilet queues and 
you could see over flows trickling out and the beach was dirty and rough; with people and their 
stuff everywhere. So very different to what we had seen in countless tv and movie shows and 
compared to our western australian beaches just plain yuk. We liked and felt safe at 
Huntington Beach and found Santa Monica ok, but equally drug affected homeless people all 
over. We went to Venice early afternoon.  

Visited July 2014 

“Look, it's real life.” 
Reviewed July 25, 2014  
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Not an attraction. Not cleaned up or sanitized. Not Disneyland. It's Dogtown. It's what it is, 
plain and simple. Homeless, vagrants, drug addicts--a gorgeous wide beach and the dichotomy 
of 6 million dollar beach mansions beside the real mess of life. Gorgeous sun and sand with lots 
to watch.  

Visited July 2014 

“Very Trashy” 
Reviewed July 24, 2014  

We are visiting LA for the first time and someone recommended that we visit Venice Beach. I 
wish I had read some of these reviews earlier.... Scary and very trashy. Homeless and drug 
dealers everywhere..... Our teenagers were disgusted and wanted to leave. They kept asking if 
it's legal to smoke marihuana in public like that...We did not spend much time and didn't buy 
anything... 

“Meh” 
Reviewed July 24, 2014  

A bit of a let down, though muscle beach and the lagoon areas behind the Venice beach strip 
were cool. Venice is a bit seedy, a bit repetitive and a bit sad. We had the sense it was trying a 
bit too hard to create a feel and in doing so did not succeed to do so. Walk through to be able to 
say you have been, but time better spent is at the Santa Monica pier and third street 
promenade.  

Visited July 2014 

“Scary!” 
Reviewed July 24, 2014 via mobile  

Not a place to take your family! Homeless and drug addicts everywhere. We were very scared 
and couldn't wait to get out of there. Beach area was fine but the boardwalk and just the walk 
from the car was scary. Also, the bathrooms on the beach were unsuitable for animals! Too 
disgusting to even describe!  

Visited July 2014 

“open restroom urine smell” 
Reviewed July 23, 2014  

Yes ,I got to see the characters of the macadam boardwalk. I also saw all the homeless 
people...LOTS of homeless people...Sad, and the dope doctors trying to cajole people to come in 
and a get doctors prescription for medical marijuana! The beach was no great shake but I had 
to go see it for myself. Jersey shore, you ain't got nothing to worry about!!!  

Visited July 2014 

“OK... not for a long visit !” 
Reviewed July 23, 2014  
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Venice Beach is one of those places that you feel you absolutely have to visit, then when you do 
it, you find that it's not quite like you expected. Now if you are wanting to enjoy the beach and 
watch the people, there is a lot of that, and the beach is really big and beautiful. There are a lot 
of people to watch... But there wasn't much for us after about an hour. The food from the beach 
vendors is average at best. The parking and the price to park is horrible, especially when you 
have to park in one of the parking garages away from the beach. But we are glad we went. For 
this one time.  

Visited July 2014 

“Venice Beach/Trash City” 
Reviewed July 23, 2014  

Do NOT go. Wife and I walked down from Santa Monica. It was so nasty we got on a bus back 
to Santa Monica ASAP. Drugs, gangs, people on drugs, homeless laying around.....NOT a 
tourist place to visit.  
 
Felt unsafe and it was daylight. I would not go back. Go to Santa Monica or Huntington Beach.  

Visited July 2014 

“Grotty, dirty, same old tourist stalls” 
Reviewed July 18, 2014  

We visited Venice Beach on a hot dry day. As we weren't there for the swimming we were very 
disappointed with the dirty and dusty streets and paths, the poor quality of the shopping and 
the general 'down at heel' vibe of the place. Running the gauntlet of hawkers was also not 
appreciated. 
It may be fine for swimming... it may be fine for young party types at night... but we didn't 
enjoy it as a destination, wouldn't stay or visit again, and would definitely not recommend it for 
families with children. What a dump.  

Visited July 2014 

Over reated!” 
Reviewed July 18, 2014 via mobile  

We had heard so much about it that we could not wait to visit. When we arrived it was 
crowded, there were several little stores with everything from sunglasses to clothing. The ones 
that sold food did not look like a place we wanted to grab a snack from. The street performance 
was ok but they were a little rude and took forever to start, which was surprising since they 
wanted tips. If you are not a beach person you will be bored after a few minutes.  

Visited June 2014 

“Muscle beach” 
Reviewed July 15, 2014 via mobile  

Muscle beach that is all! We really dislike Venice Beach! Crowds, bad food, dirty, ugly 
shopping, no parking! Why would anyone go there??? Cute canals to walk by. That is it!  
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Visited May 2014 

“A strange place but fun”  
Reviewed July 14, 2014  

I love Venice beach and it's fun to walk and see the strange people. It can have a very strange 
vibe though for those who spiritually sensitive. Just to be ware, that some people feel dizzy or 
nauseous while others dont notice anything at all. Wear sun block in the summer 

“Please understand it up front” 
Reviewed July 10, 2014 via mobile  

I am a travel snob but I think Venice Beach is a bit misunderstood and may have some 
misconceptions associated with it. Is it dangerous? Not anymore than Chicago or Phoenix, in 
my opinion. Police are very present, made me feel more secure. All the beach "inhabitants" 
were either good spirited or quiet and kept to themselves. They don't bother you if you don't 
bother them. Is it dirty? Yes but it's a beach, not a 5 star resort. Who do you think is gonna 
clean up after everyone? The chambermaid? I imagine Venice Beach was frozen in time maybe 
around the late 70's. I would guess this is what all of So Cal looked/felt like back then. Does the 
whole beach smell like pot? Oh yes it does! It kind of adds a hippy, peace and love, nostalgic 
vibe. 
This beach is not a benign, kid-friendly, tourist trap type of place. It's not full of wholesome 
goodness and "midwestern values". I can say that, I'm from Illinois. This is a beach bum laden, 
pot smoking, skateboarding, hole in the wall cafe, hanging out selling trinkets and playing 
instruments, forgot-what-decade-it-was beach. Go there with an understanding of what Venice 
beach has to offer. It's different, always interesting, lots to see, and actually great places to eat. 
There are also quite a few Europeans that vacation here. I heard more people around me 
speaking a foreign language than English. That just adds to the VB interest as well as the 
diverse offering of food and beer. 
We stayed at Venice suites right in the heart of it all. We walked up to Santa Monica pier and 
back down the other way, all the way to Marina Del Rey. Two totally different walks! Going 
north to SM pier, it's pretty and the hotels are more $ per night than I'd ever pay for a 
California beach. The pier is kitschy but fun to walk around. Then walk south through Venice 
beach to Marina Del Rey and the show begins. There are cafes, stores, little food stands, 
entertainers galore, lots of cool graffiti art, muscle beach and interesting people everywhere 
selling trinkets, art, crystals, healing and fortune telling. They aren't trying to sell you drugs, 
they want to sell you sage so you can smudge your new pad, man. Put your wallet in your front 
pocket but walk confidently. You are not in danger. It's just a bunch of people all doing their 
own thing.  

beach”  
Reviewed July 8, 2014  

This is a pretty place but the parking is $15.00 and the beach is not very clean. It was a pretty 
sight to see the ships and beach. Many dog are walking . Be sure not to step into a poodle 

“Terrible disappointment” 
Reviewed July 8, 2014  
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We couldn't wait to visit Venice Beach and let the kids skateboard at the skatepark from the 
awesome brochures.  
Yuck! After paying to park and walking through several villages of homeless people we found 
ourselves surrounded by people drinking beer and smoking pot while screaming obscenities at 
each other. The bathrooms were absolutely disgusting and the entire park was seedy. What a 
shame. I would be furious if I owned a million roast property and paid taxes to the city of 
Venice CA. The police do absolutely nothing to control the fighting and drug use in the public 
beach and park.  
Don't visit if you do not want your children to smell marajuaina and watch drug deals. Shame 
on the city of Venice CA!  

Visited July 2014 

full of homeless people and drugs” 
Reviewed July 7, 2014  

We were so shocked going to LA, our second day we went to Venice Beach and Santa Monica 
pier, I was actually concerned at Venice Beach, there were so many homeless people which was 
sad, but some weer affected by drugs ( could smell pot as you walked past the small lane ways) 
2 guys were threatening to "off" each other in front of everyone and looked clearly affected by 
drugs, their are random things everywhere but if you even look at them they expect a tip, we 
are polite when travelling and take tip money everywhere, but we would of needed a thousand 
$1 bills to tip everyone there and if you miss someone they get annoyed, we ended up racing 
through, a few shirt shops with now prices were on the way, got to the Pier and had a look 
around, but we were really shocked and disappointed travelling so far to see how bad the 
situation was there with homeless and problems..The public toilets there were disgusting 
beyond anything I have seen in a civilised country, we had to dine in the boardwalk restaurant 
to use a bathroom and even that was pretty bad.. I wish I had something better to say but if 
your travelling from a long way and expecting something magical here then you will be bitterly 
disappointed.  

Visited June 2014 

“Should be called Tawdry Beach” 
Reviewed July 6, 2014  

I always thought Newport Beach was a little sleazy, but after coming here, Newport looks like 
the beach equivalent of the Ritz. Crowded, terrible traffic, lots of colorful folks, LOUD, 
dirty....just would not go there. The canals of Venice, however, are beautiful. But to pay $25 to 
park for a half hour walk seems a bit steep. Skip this beach!  

Visited July 2014 

“Not what you would expect” 
Reviewed July 4, 2014 via mobile  

Took public transport here which I wouldn't recommend for a variety of different reasons even 
though the only other option is to taxi which is very pricey (try asking for a flat rate before u 
hop in). Once we arrived we observed numerous homeless people and beggars along with the 
occasional drug deal. If you want to hire anything please note that they require you to 
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physically hand over your license and your credit card for "safe-keeping". The majority of items 
being sold can be found on eBay for much cheaper, which is probably where it all came from 
originally. The outdoor gym was pretty rad and it was great watching all the people have a go in 
the skate park. there are also a lot of cafés etc to choose from when u want to get out of the sun 
and grab a quick bite to eat.  

Visited July 2014 

“Venice / Muscle Beach” 
Reviewed July 3, 2014  

The actual beach here is somewhat sterile for my tastes, very long very straight very flat. Venice 
itself is a pretty run down poor neighbourhood with lots of oddball / weird characters. Lots of 
beggars and also street merchants selling mainly rubbish. 
 
For anyone interested in old school bodybuilding, it is essential to visit Muscle Beach to say 
you've been there. Not the original location, but still iconic.  

Visited June 2014 

“Dirty!”  
Reviewed July 3, 2014  

If you want to experience a different type of CA beach environment, this is it, dirty almost 
uncomfortable if you have kids. On the other hands, the residential area on the canals in Venice 
Beach has a great feel. It is nice to stroll around that area.  

“Funny place, funny people!” 
Reviewed July 3, 2014  

It's a real mess. A meltin'pot of colours, smells, people, situations... You won't bother there, 
even if you don't know what to do! You can listen to a improvised concert on the beach, do 
some shopping among the stands selling jewls, t-shirts, beach wear... you can also pay a visit to 
one of the several beach phisician shops to breath in a puff of cannabis. Or you can just stare at 
the hypnotic waves coming to the huge beach and relax under the sun. It's up to you! There are 
plenty of things to do here!!!  

Visited June 2014 

“Better ways to experience SoCal” 
Reviewed July 2, 2014  

Venice beach has been a tourist destination for many reasons; all usually inspired by 
Hollywood. For example, I was just there over last weekend and noted one of the unusual 
"characters" who are known to always be around the Boardwalk at Venice was there and he has 
appeared in numerous movies, usually in the background. He is older but still the dressed the 
same. 
 
Many of the historic parts of that beach are now overly controlled (like Muscle Beach). No 
longer interesting or fun like it used to be. 
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The homeless population is tragically growing and at night the character of the boardwalk 
changes yet again. 
 
If you choose to visit I suggest you bring a bunch of food and go there at night and feed the 
homeless people that need support. I fed 33 just the other month.  

Visited June 2014 

“Always Something Interesting to Look at!” 
Reviewed July 2, 2014  

You will never have a dull moment walking along beautiful Venice Beach. There are so many 
eclectic people and things it is truly one of a kind. I especially love the drum circle that happens 
on Saturday's and Sunday's - personally I think it's a must see/experience. The only drawback 
is being there at night...it can be a little seedy - many homeless people - found them to mostly 
be harmless, but you never know. Overall a great place to see at least once in your life.  

Visited May 2014 

“Very Interesting Walk” 
Reviewed July 1, 2014  

This is definitely a unique place to visit. There's lots of places to buy souvenirs and the people-
watching is amazing... like pretty unique. Perhaps not the best for little children just because 
there are so many marijuana signs and homeless people. Muscle beach is pretty funny because 
of all the guys trying to look cool while working out.  

“Touristy and kind of sad” 
Reviewed June 30, 2014  

As far as beach fronts go, Venice beach is kind of sad. Lots of homeless and lost souls hanging 
out. Just not the most uplifting place in the world. If you think you are going to some artsy 
mecca, forget about it. It feels more like a touristy, bad art, herb smoking, wanna be trendy 
mish mash of god knows what.  

Visited November 2013 

“Lots of Hype About What?” 
Reviewed June 28, 2014  

I have heard so much about this place and we eager to see for myself. I can't say it was 
impressive or even overly weird, like I had heard. There were panhandlers, people selling crap, 
lots of t-shirts with vulgar sayings, "medical" marihuana shops, and food. The most interesting 
thing I saw was the open-air gym with guys working out. I guess Arnold worked out here. It 
was ok, but I feel no need to return.  

Visited June 2014 

Scary” 
Reviewed June 20, 2014  
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Not the Venice Beach of bodybuilding fame of yesteryear. What a dump, full of bums and scary 
people. Cops were arresting scumbags as we walked by. Only spent 30 minutes there and got 
the heck out. Never felt safe the whole time. Seedy, period. Spend your time elsewhere. The 
people that find it charming must be on drugs like most of the inhabitants.  

Visited July 2013 

“Disappointed” 
Reviewed June 19, 2014 via mobile  

Visited Venice beach in May, what a complete waste of time, totally full of vagrants. Had high 
expectations but should have spent the time elsewhere and worthwhile. The authorities 
seriously need to do something about the vagrant situation.  

Visited May 2014 

“Even worse now”  
Reviewed June 18, 2014  

We went here as kids and it was weird but at least semi descent. ...now u can forget it. So dirty 
and trashy. Street performances nearly demand your money. Awful. Food is lousy. The 
medicinal pot stores are everywhere. Awful. Shops are all the same junk too. Parking is a joke. 
Praise God there is police presence. Never going again.  

“Trash, trash, trash” 
Reviewed June 17, 2014  

This place is disgusting. It is dirty, and the people there are very trashy. Every block there is a 
little pop-up shop offering to do a medical marijuana exam for $40 - how is that even legal?? 
Memo to the old dude in the speedo - you don't look good body building anymore. Give it up, 
bro. If you're into smoking pot, getting drunk with coeds, and being in a college sprink break 
destination, this is your place. If you're a family or couple, stay away (or just plan to see it and 
move along to a nicer beach).  

Visited June 2014 

“What a dump!” 
Reviewed June 15, 2014  

So not impressed at all. Really off color characters (I was with young people watching an 
impromptu basketball match and had to get ask the person next to me to stop swearing and 
calling women "C's" and "B's.") The marijuana smoking is bad enough but it's a bit depressing 
to see 70-year old body builders that refuse to acknowledge that dressing up in speedos and 
combat boots does not a macho man make. Besides the rather enjoyable skateboard rink, I find 
the place has an air of "last exit to relevance" about it. Will definitely not go there again. Ever!  

Visited April 2014 

“A flea market in Tijuana would be nicer” 
Reviewed June 8, 2014  
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This is Venice Beach? What a dump. If you like cheap, funky t-shirts, carnival food and pot 
then this is for you. This isn't the place to bring kids unless you don't care about them. The 
beach itself and the bike path and skatepark is nice but that's all. There's homeless people 
everywhere smoking their pot and have mini villages set up on the grass.They don't really 
bother anyone but it just looks so bad. There's medical marijuana shops galore with the smell 
of pot everywhere.Cops just seem used to it and turn the other way.The food is cheap crappy 
carnival type stuff. The shops aren't even worthy of buying a overpriced postcard. There's also 
those annoying street performers who do silly stunts then demand money. The area is 
interesting for people watching, there's plenty of that. The only thing that looked like doing was 
going to the Freak Show.It's $5.00 to get in but we passed as we saw enough of that for free 
while walking around. We walked here from our hotel so I can't comment on parking. The best 
way to see Venice Beach is rent a bike and ride along the great bike path, and keep riding right 
past this area up to Santa Monica Pier where they care about the area. 

“I wouldn't go out of my way to visit” 
Reviewed May 31, 2014  

I was really disappointed in Venice Beach, the parking wasn't easy, most of the shops were 
selling tacky t shirts, it doesn't have an upmarket feel in fact it feels the complete opposite. 
Nothing really gets going until past midday. There wasn't anywhere really nice to eat , it all felt 
a bit rough and rundown . My 16 year old daughter seemed to like it so maybe it is for the 
youngsters who think they are a bit hippy. Overall I felt it was a wasted journey and a 
disappointment  

Visited July 2013 

“Dreadful” 
Reviewed May 31, 2014 via mobile  

This was many years ago a fun place which over the years got very seedy and run down. There 
is a continuos smell of pot and shops offering herbal prescriptions alongside very tacky 
trinkets. The souvenirs are not even worth looking at let alone buying, just tee shirts, replica 
skateboards of all sizes and sunglasses, artisan jewellery and some very bad art  

Visited May 2014 

“If you love crowds, weirdos, and horrific parking, go to Venice!” 
Reviewed May 28, 2014  

When I have visitors in town, I'll take them to Venice or Santa Monica if they want to go, but 
I'm SO relieved when it's over, every time. The ocean is nice and all, but the boardwalk is 
constantly busy, and as much as I hate Santa Monica, at least they have parking structures. 
Venice has jammed street parking and lots that I don't know how the hell you'd ever get out of. 
I took my visitors there the Sunday of Memorial Day weekend, and granted, I'm sure that 
makes it more packed, but we ended up at the Venice Ale House. While we got one of the better 
outdoor tables, everything here is CROWDED, PACKED, and OVERPRICED. My brother 
couldn't get to the restaurant's bathroom because the place was so crowded, he literally could 
not physically get there, so he used the bathrooms on the beach. As did my husband. Both 
came back asking me for baby wipes because the beach bathrooms were so disgusting. I don't 
understand why anyone would come back here once they've been one time.  
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Visited May 2014 

“A little seedy beach” 
Reviewed May 28, 2014  

Venice beach has been a tourist attraction for years. There's Muscle Beach, paddle tennis 
courts, some restaurants and lots of vendors selling all sorts of things like sunglasses. I'm 
"local" and used to live there. I used to bring out-of-town guests to the area near Windward 
Circle, but don't anymore. I think it's gone from being interesting and fun, to more rough 
around the edges and seedy.  

Visited June 2013 

“A bit touristy” 
Reviewed May 26, 2014  

The beach here is very nice but the boardwalk area is very touristy with some tacky and over-
priced shops. We got really annoyed because we were followed around the shops and pestered 
to try and get us to buy things but it had the opposite effect. 
There were quite a few tramps and pot-heads about. We felt safe but this was during the day. I 
don't think I would return in the evening. 
We stopped by Muscle Beach hoping to see muscular Arnie type blokes having a work out but it 
must have been their day off and we only saw 'normal' sized men working out. I was very 
disappointed!!  

Visited April 2014 

“proceed with caution, but def proceed!!!” 
Reviewed May 20, 2014  

To begin, I have only been once, got there just before the sun went down . It was a lot of fun 
however even with a strong police presence just about everywhere you look, there's a whole lot 
of "shady" characters, enough that you don't want to let your guard down, stay aware of your 
surroundings. Now, with that out of the way, it IS fun, there are street performers who are 
engaging and funny. The shops have fun eccentricities, and your typical boardwalk food, funnel 
cakes, ect. Maybe part of the fun was the edginess, the apparent regulars can pick you out as a 
newbie it seems (and I like to think I'm pretty confident & under the radar), there were several 
comments from workers that were a little suggestive/inappropriate. (was with my daughter & 
her man, a former Marine, so felt safe, wouldn't have if he hadn't been along). The weed 
doctors were pretty interesting from an East coast perspective, to see someone in lime green 
scrubs with a huge picture of MJ and the words "weed doctor" perusing the boardwalk, and 
indeed having a shop on the boardwalk with many weed doctors on hand (NO pictures, they 
will be on you QUICK if you try, I didn't see the sign that said no pictures...... oops) . So, what 
makes it great and fun if its "shady"? The guy juggling construction cones, the guy on roller 
skates with crazy dreads carrying his loud boombox blaring heavy metal with a smile like no 
other,the group of street performers that dragged my daughter into their routine, the flasher 
dancing crazily through the intersection, awesome nightlife at the clubs, lots of rooftop bars, 
passing by crazily stoned people oblivious to your presence. It was just crazy, sometimes we 
need that,I did.In summation, if you go at night, go with someone who has got your back and 
be aware of your surroundings, I can only imagine that the daytime would be more tame, but 
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just as awesome. I'll go during the day the next time I'm in California. ( ps, parking is difficult 
to be kind, plan to "troll" the lots and streets for a spot ,for a long time!)  

Visited May 2014 

“What happened to such a Beautiful area.....” 
Reviewed May 19, 2014  

Been some time since I have been to Venice Beach and the Pier. What a travesty! No pride 
anymore, and the Pier itself was filthy. Fishing bait and guts from weeks and months 
ago....grab a water truck and hose the thing down. Homeless people and trash everywhere...and 
the walk back along Washington Blvd. was like something out of 'Mad Max'.....what a lack of 
respect for our environmental treasures....  

Visited May 2014 

“A bit off.” 
Reviewed May 19, 2014  

This place has some restaurants and bars for adults and the skatepark is great for kids to 
watch. Spent our time there admiring some homes along the boardwalk. Beware... At dark it 
gets too WEIRD. It's already a but "different" but the tourist balance it out during the day. If 
you have kids I'd suggest checking out the grove instead of this place. And go to Santa Monica 
pier if you want a beach day experience.  

Visited July 2013 

“Expected nicer environment” 
Reviewed May 18, 2014  

That is the famous Venice Beach? The surrounding looks not so representative. The beach itself 
is nothing special, just sand beach. There are just a few restaurants and that's it... It is better 
not too lose time there and go and visit some beaches south of LA.  

Visited May 2014 

“Sad to see so many freaks” 
Reviewed May 16, 2014  

We used to enjoy the sights of Venice Beach but either it has gotten worse or we have gotten 
too old. It was really sad to see so many young people completely stoned, tattooed and 
appearing really wasted. I would never take a child there, not a good example of humanity. 
After walking from one end to the other, I was really depressed and don't care to return.  

Visited May 2014 

“Okay beach, rear is nasty, tacky and unsafe” 
Reviewed May 16, 2014 via mobile  

We had just spent a pleasant couple of hours at Hermosa Beach, which is pleasant, quirky and 
untouristy. We were told by friends to visit Venice Beach, which was just a short trip away. 
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We first popped into Starbucks, where there were three down and outs outside- really not a 
nice vibe! And the shops and cafés leading too the beach are quite run down too. The beach is 
okay, but a bit dirty. Saw three dead seabirds amongst the trash as we walked along the shore! 
The shops and stalls alongside the beach are very tacky and we were approached by a few down 
and outs and druggies. Smell of weed everywhere. Coming from London, we are all pretty 
streetwise, but felt unsafe and couldn't wait to get out of this place. It's like a really 
downmarket Camden Market, not nice at all. Don't bother to visit this place.  

Visited May 2014 

“Unless your looking to get high this isn't the place for you!” 
Reviewed May 13, 2014  

My family and I decided to give this place another shot, what a waste of our time! Unless your 
looking at getting high and or getting hit on right in front of your spouse or kids by some 
random with no chance in hell, this isn't the place for you ! Theirs trash everywhere and I'm 
not talking about just the kind on the ground although their was plenty! I did not feel safe for 
my spouse and I nor my children( terrible will NEVER go again!  

Visited May 2014 

“Good and bad” 
Reviewed May 12, 2014  

Visited mid morning one day with my family and hired some bikes. We rode along the bike 
track which winds along the beach itself. It was a great time to see the beach before the crowds 
and see how wide the beach is.  
 
The only down to this was that you got to see first hand the homeless and how many there 
really are. It was sad to see so many people sleeping along the grass areas and you can't help 
but feel bad for them.  
 
As a tourist it is a great place to visit and you must either walk or ride along the beach. We rode 
almost up to Santa Monica before turning around.  
It's another part of LA that you must see. 

“Recommended but disappointed” 
Reviewed May 7, 2014  

When my friends heard was headed to Los Angeles, I heard nothing but recommendations to 
go to Venice beach. My friends and I stayed in Santa Monica but drifted down to Venice on bike 
for the afternoon. Honestly, it was OK, but a little dirty. People watching very interesting here. 
Overall, I would stick to the Santa Monica beach because of the ambiance.  

Visited May 2014 

“Did not enjoy.. Weird place”  
Reviewed May 7, 2014  
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Thought this would be a good beach location to relax and enjoy some sunshine and peace… 
Instead it was crowded with weird people with a variety of different stalls and shops selling 
weird things! Did not feel very safe to be honest, and was designated in a run down area.. 
Would recommend finding another beach to visit!  

“Dirty, dodgy , smelly (weed), unsafe kip. ”  
Reviewed April 28, 2014  

We were at Venice beach a week ago and I've never felt as unsafe as I did there. Dodgy lads 
everywhere. Stay away especially in the evenings. I hated L.A to be honest  

“Gross, dirty, not safe after dark”  
Reviewed April 27, 2014  

Not impressed due to first the roads are not well designed for the heavy traffic. I would not feel 
safe here between parking and the beach by myself. Rough characters along the roads and 
many homeless with shopping carts. Gross.  

Kind of dirty” 
Reviewed April 26, 2014 “Worth looking” 

Reviewed August 18, 2014  

We went here our first day in LA. You had to pay $15 to park at the beach. We just bit the bullet 
rather than try to find street parking because it was busy. It was an interesting experience. they 
do have a bike path on the beach itself; if you are walking people get upset with you taking up 
that space. The boardwalk itself has a lot of interesting people selling various items; some of 
them get pushy but you just keep walking and you're fine. I enjoyed talking to people to find 
out where they were from originally as most travelled to California from some other place in 
the country. We saw Muscle Beach as well. They have marijuana stores where 'doctors' can 
prescribe you some. I did see a guy on the beach trying to sell it, which I thought was brazen. 
But then one of the locals said the police really didn't care as long as you're not disturbing 
anyone. Wow!  

 

Came here the evening, doesn't feel like a clean beach I would take the kids to. Shops are kind 
of dirty and a couple of them offer medical marijuana evaluations for 40 bucks. Aside from the 
novelties of the outdoor rec center this place is kind of run down and dirty. I would much 
rather drive 5 miles north and go to santa monica.  

Gross, dirty, not safe after dark” 
Reviewed April 27, 2014 NEW  

Not impressed due to first the roads are not well designed for the heavy traffic. I would not feel 
safe here between parking and the beach by myself. Rough characters along the roads and 
many homeless with shopping carts. Gross 

Great for a short walk!!!”  
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Reviewed February 8, 2012  

I love to walk and ride my bike there, food is good too but sometimes gets a little scary with 
crazy people walking around.  

LA Spring Break” 
Reviewed April 20, 2014  

I had only seen Venice Beach and the Boardwalk on TV shows or in movies, so to see it in real 
life was completely unreal! There wasn't any crowds at all so we pretty much had the beach to 
ourselves. It was a little cold when we went, but the sun came out long enough for us to have a 
dip in the Pacific Ocean. The boardwalk was really interesting. It was cool to see Muscle beach 
and all the vendors for yourself, but there was a lot of homeless people everywhere. I also didn't 
realize how close Venice Beach was to the Santa Monica Pier, where you could just walk from 
one to the other.  

“Equal parts fun, edgy, markets, people watching” 
Reviewed April 18, 2014  

We had one of our best LA days out on Venice beach. 
If you only had time to go to one beachside place I would choose Venice beach. 
In fact I would choose it over Santa Monica. 
That said, it is prob not for everyone. 
It really depends on what you like. If you like fairgrounds, busy beaches, and a safe family 
friendly environment, then SM is for you. 
That said, we felt perfectly safe in Venice beach. We took our teen kids and they loved it. 
Though they became familiar with the smell of marijuana :) 
Muscle beach was cool and the kids loved watching at the skate park. The markets were eclectic 
and included interesting crafts, some junk, plenty of humour, buskers, the usual tshirt stalls, a 
great hat shop and people watching to the max.  

“what a dump!” 
Reviewed April 15, 2014  

if you like homeless,drugs & trash this is your place! I have no idea why anyone would go to 
Venice,ca unless they were lost  

“Gritty Urban Beach” 
Reviewed April 15, 2014  

Of all the beaches in Los Angeles County, Venice is the most urban - lots of homeless people, 
trash, and crowds which include slightly drunk and high people. Be careful biking on the bike 
path here because pedestrians cross without watching for cyclists. The kiosks are interesting, 
but merchandise is over-priced. If you like booth shopping, try any of the wonderful farmers' 
markets all over the city or the Rose Bowl Swap Meet on the second Sunday of each month. 
This is not a family friendly venue; if you bring your children, be aware that it can be kind of 
scary for them.  

Great for people watching!” 
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Reviewed April 15, 2014  

If people watching, street performers and eclectic shops are you're thing, don't miss Venice 
Beach! Yes, there is a beach for swimming and sun bathing and an ocean front walk,, but the 
main attraction here is the Boardwalk. Hint: go during the day!  

 
“jimguenter@gmail.com” 
Reviewed April 13, 2014  

Went to this beach to kill some time with my daughter before getting on a flight at LAX. We 
loved walking the beach, the sun, the waves.  
 
The activity on the beach could be fun. There were tennis matches, skateboard competitions 
and beach volleyball. Lots going on. 
 
We hated the riff-raff. There were tattoo stands, sleazy t-shirt shops, tattoo and legalize 
marijuana shops everywhere. And every block was a repeat of the last. There were also a huge 
number of homeless shelters set up on the beach to the point that it almost made it hard to get 
around. Not sure I would or should associate that with the other riff-raff but it definitely does 
not add to the allure of the beach.  
 
Weather in mid-april was decent. Water was really too cold for comfortable swimming and it 
was borderline sweatshirt vs t-shirt weather. Sun was very warm but only after the fog lifted. 
 
Parking ranged from $9 to $20 so be careful not to get taken by some of the locals trying to 
make a buck.  
 
It is a halfway decent time killer close to the airport and a good way to get some exercise before 
a flight, but as far as time spent in LA I would not recommend this as a top attraction or a top 
beach, especially for families. There are so many other great options. Even Malibu beach just 
up the road is significantly better.  
 

“Mixed feelings” 
Reviewed April 6, 2014  

It was an interesting place. I liked how they had different recreational activities...body building, 
skate park, roller skating area, etc. I think the highlight for me was the skate park because 
there were some really talented skaters there young and old. I also really enjoyed the sushi at 
Poke Poke. I got to see some of the characters from Freak Show on AMC which was cool. 
However the beach was littered and I saw seagulls eating trash. Where ever there was a crowd 
the police were there which made me think things could easily get out of hand. The homeless 
guys and pot heads were just sad. Me and my friends got cussed at for unknowingly being on 
the bike path (we didn't see any signs or symbols that it was a bike path or bikes for that matter 
when we first started walking on it). As the sun was setting the place started to get a bit shady 
which was about the time we left.  
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“Never a Dull Moment” 
Reviewed April 4, 2014  

We've stopped at Venice Beach to spend a day on each of our trips to Southern California. It's 
cheap entertainment and there's never a dull moment while people watching here. It's a little 
gritty though - not really the type of place I would bring small children to.  

“April 1 2014. A car bombing?!!! Very creepy but nothing on the news.” 
Reviewed April 3, 2014 via mobile  

Was anyone else in Venice on Tuesday April 1? I am a teacher in northern California and My 
daughter and I were Rollerskating in the ocean path. There were ambulances, fire trucks, 
police, news crews and we passed by what looked like a blown up car with other cars damaged 
around it....very scary. It looked like a crime scene and officers were taking measurements. Yet, 
nothing in the news ...????!!!! What was this???!!!!!  

“Great wide beach and people-watching” 
Reviewed March 30, 2014  

This is a very crowded area on a weekend afternoon. If you stay on the walkway you are 
surrounded by multitudes walking both directions. There are dozens of funky beach kiosks 
selling all the usual hokey beach food and souvenirs, as well as many street performers of 
varying talents. As you walk out toward the beach you see many people who look like they live 
at the beach. There are sleeping bags and small encampments that look much more permanent 
than an afternoon at the beach. A sad reminder of how many people are homeless and down 
and out in our midst.  
 
There are many public restrooms along the beach, mostly kept in good condition, with outdoor 
showers and faucets to wash off the sand. 
 
The beach is very wide and can accommodate a lot of people without seeming crowded. More 
people-watching opportunities. There are dedicated bike paths and we saw many rental places 
that offered prices as low as $6 an hour to rent a bike. 
 
A little something for everyone. If you want a more "refined" dining experience, main street is 
just a few blocks inland with many bars and restaurants.  

“not what i expected” 
Reviewed March 28, 2014  

I guess if you want to walk a board walk of weed shops with a bunch of people smoking joints 
on the side of buildings while you have a bunch of nut cases bible banging and such then venice 
beach is the place to be! the beach is pretty crappy filled with stones as well as there is a grafitti 
wall were people legally can tag it up (which is pretty cool) and they have a skate park which 
has some pretty talented people skating. Overall my experience I guess you could say is like 
much of how people make california. It is over glorified and not as amazing as people made it 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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out to be. If you are looking for a great beach with a nice clean boardwalk this is not the place 
to go.  

“Had to see it...once” 
Reviewed March 25, 2014  

I know that if we hadn't made the effort to see Venice Beach while in the area I would have 
been disappointed. That being said, I don't plan to return. Only day we could go was Saturday 
so yes, it should have been expected to be crazy busy. It was both crazy & busy. Drove around 
endlessly to find a place to park. In desperation we parked at a place with "valet" (not sure if 
that's the right word) for $35; seriously?! Walked from parking to the beach. Every imaginable 
sight & sound. Body builders of course. Musicians, vendors of every type, interesting people. 
Just way too many people. Waited for long lines at food, rest rooms. The beach itself was pretty 
clean. An experience yes but not one I want to repeat.  

Visited March 2014 
“Nice beach, but no surprise” 
Reviewed March 19, 2014  

We walked from Santa Monica to Venice Beach. The beach is average. I was very excited to see 
the gym and the muscled man training outside. It was early in the morning and quiet so I was a 
bit disappointed. We shopped the small stores to buy souvenirs and we continued walking back 
to Santa Monica. There are a lot of homeless people in this area and my sister and I were not 
feeling safe. I would possibly return but during a weekend afternoon.  

“What a waste of time” 
Reviewed March 15, 2014  

This is very over crowded beach.  
 
There is free parking available on the street but because of the crowds, it is difficult to find a 
spot. There are parking lots available as well, where you can park for $10 or so 
 
You may wish to skip it and save some time.  

“fun” 
Reviewed March 12, 2014  

I love the boardwalk and the beach. It's definitely a different environment but everything is so 
weird, it's impossible not to love. The beach is beautiful, the stores are fun, there are like 10 
medical marijuana shops trying to entice you to be clients, lol, and their are a ton of street 
vendors with very interesting tricks, and things to sell. I hear it's a little sketchy at night, but 
during the day it's a blast, nothing to be afraid of! :)  

“Home of the posh homeless” 
Reviewed March 4, 2014  

Unfortunately neither the view of the Pacific ocean nor the amazing waves can counteract the 
disturbing images of blankets, pillows, shopping bags full of clothes under the trees and scruffy 
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homeless people loitering around the beach. Visited twice and the picture has always been the 
same. Tried to blame it on the weather and the time of the year but had to realise, this is how it 
is. One of the many things which I did not like in LA; it is sad to see the hypocrisy when you are 
just 10 minutes drive away from some of the most expensive properties in the US (if not in the 
world).  

“poor hangout” 
Reviewed March 2, 2014  

We visited the place twice and found it so disapointing. Possibly the aussie beaches we live near 
being clean with white sand spoiled it BUT the sad sight of the homeless people tucked in to 
any available shelter particularly when LA just has had unprecedented rain was the clincher. 
They are not what I expected to see in such a supposedly iconic place. 

“Ummm.... Do u smell that? Yea....” 
Reviewed February 27, 2014  

So last week after dinner we walked the beach and tons of pot smoking people everywhere you 
looked. Not that I'm looking down on it. Just kinda culture shock coming from Chicago. And if 
not used to the smell every so often don't go after dark  

“AWESOME BEACH!” 
Reviewed February 26, 2014  

I love Venis beach,... it so amazing! There are so many artists. PS. if you do not like the smell of 
medical cannabis please go elsewhere, nobody will miss you. .. get with the times. 

Must at least Once” 
Reviewed February 26, 2014  

My first time to Venice beach, stayed 4N a few streets away. This is a place that you should visit 
once in your life before it goes away, all sorts of strange characters walking around, however, I 
was turned off by the large numbers of homeless, the boardwalk is a funky a mix of T-shorts 
stores, tattoo parlors and run down mom and pop shops. Muscle Beach was a disappointment 
but the beach is very nice. Overall the place seems very run down walk a half mile either 
direction and it totally changes. Glad I went before it all changes, not a bucket list location.  

Visited February 2014 
Smell of Weed is Everywhere” 
Reviewed February 25, 2014  

Defiantly not a family friendly, you walk down venice beach and automatically feel like you are 
somewhere else. Everyone looks like their on some sort of drug. I have to be honest the beach is 
amazing, its just the types of characters you see can feel a little un-safe at times.  

An eye-opener” 
Reviewed February 19, 2014  

Along the Ocean Front Walk, the variety and frivolity gets thick and interesting. The Ocean 
Walk is lined with market stalls and some quite talented buskers. You will see all-sorts here, 
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from the weird to the controversial. The Venice Beach doctors’ surgery is filled with Santa 
Monica’s young ones waiting for their medically-prescribed marijuana. This is legal in the State 
of California, and these shopfront dispensaries are not trying to blend in. You can also pay a 
visit to the Venice Beach Freakshow if you’re not the queasy type.  

“A little tired” 
Reviewed February 18, 2014  

The beach itself is really nice but in the evening there seemed to be a lot of homeless people 
hanging about which gave an uneasy feel to the area. There is a pungent smell pervading a lot 
of establishments that claim to be medical testing clinics !! Don't inhale too deeply!! Getting 
very run down and tired could do with re-inventing itself, not as arty as it pits itself out as.  

“Disappointing, overcrowded human zoo” 
Reviewed February 18, 2014  

I might have overly romaticized notions of what the place would be but this felt like a semi-
voyeuristic open air circus rather than the last bastion of counterculture I was expecting. 
I was interested in the so called "graffiti park" which was a massive let down. Five Pointz it is 
not! You will see better variety and quality art by wandering around Loz Feliz and keeping your 
eyes peeled.  
As to the rest, it basically felt like Camden Town on the beach: trying to cater to every appetite 
for the "different" and therefore somewhat sordid.  
Walking along the beach from Venice to Santa Monica is a better alternative and will give you a 
more interesting and authentic sense of the beach lifestyle  

Don't let fool you” 
Reviewed February 12, 2014  

False advertising!! These people advertise all over Venice boardwalk $40 medical evaluations, 
what they are trained NOT to tell you is that your license is also $40. Total of $80 and valid for 
only 3 months!! Such a ripoff and a total bait and switch, they dont give you actual prices until 
after you have your "evaluation" and after that even if you change your mind because they are 
WAY too expensive, they still except you to pay the $40. People come to Venice from all over 
thinking they will get a deal for driving so far, PLEASE DONT WASTE YOUR TIME.! like 
everything in La this place way over priced and a total ripoff. $80 -3 months $160 for 6 months 
and $250 for a year. The best place to get your medical license is in the IE, $50 for the whole 
year and no hidden fees or charges.  

“Blast from the Past - been there, done that, won't bother again.....” 
Reviewed February 7, 2014  

I was in college in the 70s and felt like I was there again. Only difference - medicinal 
marijuana.  
I would not bring my young children here. Just a bit too "left over hippie" for what I would 
want my young children or grandchildren around.  
Beach is great - no problems there. No problems with feeling safe. Some of the places to eat 
seemed less than clean. I would not eat in the area at many of the places, myself. 
tacky and seemed like the area is "leftover" a place that time has forgotten. Not in a good way. 
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Always wanted to go - this one is a "been there, done that, won't bother again."  
Beach was lovely. Would go back for that.  

“Wow a different place” 
Reviewed February 7, 2014  

We visited Venice on our first day on our trip to LA always wanted to walk down Venice beach 
and hearing so much about it it was different experience it is hard to explain what it is like it is 
a mixing pot of all different types of people from buskers to pro formers to tourists to hippys 
you name it you will find it at Venice beach I am glad that I went and experienced it first hand 
it is something I will not forget but if we return to Los Angeles I will not be disappointed if I did 
not go back.  

“Somewhere to miss!” 
Reviewed February 2, 2014  

So we visited out of season in January. But nothing had prepared us for the sheer tackiness of it 
all - compounded by the huge number of poor vagrants about the place. We'd walked down 
from Santa Monica Pier, past the 'new' Muscle Beach and the smart hotel fronts and - having 
enjoyed the promenade - were looking forward to the famous Venice Beach. What a let-down! 
The retail parades were largely made up of shops full of down market goods (almost certainly 
not produced in the USA) and worn out fast food outlets. Some might be attracted by the 
"medical marijuana" outlets - and some on the sidewalks clearly had been. Some of the 
homeless had set up their own pitches to sell stuff they had made which, while laudable, was 
not exactly souvenir or art worthy. There were one or two stalls worth looking at - and a couple 
of musicians. But the rest was just awful. If you really enjoy looking at a load of tat surrounded 
by dubious 'artists', weirdos and more pitifully, the lost souls of some of the 160,000 homeless 
who "live" in California then you'll really have fun here. If not, avoid the tourist hype about 
alternative or counter-cultures and enjoy the rest of LA's great beach fronts and many other 
attractions that the city offers!  

“Circus Beach” 
Reviewed February 2, 2014  

Never a dull here, much to see, and do at Venice Beach. I rented a bike a rode from Venice 
Beach to Santa Monica Beach, and back. Cool place, but not for small children.  

“OK” 
Reviewed January 29, 2014  

It's like an item on your bucket list people say go and see it for yourself. Not for kids that's for 
sure. Not really offensive, just not of any value either. 3rd Street Promenade in Santa Monica 
much more civilized option.  

“The Pits” 
Reviewed January 27, 2014  
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Not sure why this is so revered to be on the tourist agenda. Definitely not a place to take a 
family and I would not go again. Dirty and disreptible. Would not eat there. 
No thanks.  

“Amazing” 
Reviewed January 27, 2014  

I lived near to thr beach about 2 months and it is amazing, but after the sunset can be very 
dangerous,however before it thr beach is unique  

More crazy people here than a GTA game” 
Reviewed January 23, 2014  

Coming from Australia, I had big expectations of this world famous beach. And to be honest, it 
was mediocre. 
 
It was not at all pleasant to walk by the number of drug users loitering the area asking tourists 
for money. It's also very weird to see so many "Green Doctor" practices in the area... 
 
It was an experience, to say the least.  

Packed!!!” 
Reviewed January 21, 2014  

The beach was fun but just packed with people. I had a nice funnel cake and I could of got a 
medical marijuana card for $60. LOL. Bathrooms are gross and lines are forever long I wanted 
to visit the freak show but I didnt have time.  

come here to see the weirdos or counterculture” 
Reviewed January 19, 2014  

The only reason to visit this beach is not for the beach itself. Its for the large gathering here of 
counterculture. You walk along the boardwalk and there can be sights you will not see 
anywhere else in the greater los angeles area. This place probably has the highest density of 
medicinal marijuana shops. And definitely vendors selling all kinds of artsy products you 
would be hard pressed to find at the getty museum. In warm weather its a great place to people 
watch just for the high number of strollers.  

“Forget 'artsy' this is plain trashy.” 
Reviewed January 18, 2014  

This is not a comment about the long, wide beach areas between Santa Monica and Marina del 
Rey which are generally very attractive and blessed with a wonderful, sunny climate. It is about 
the built-up area of shops, stalls etc known as Venice Beach boardwalk. First of all, the they say 
that you only get once chance to make a first impression but, boy, did Venice Beach boardwalk 
make a bad one on me. 
 
Maybe mid-morning was just the wrong time of the day and I didn't see it at its best. But my 
overwhelming impression was of tacky, rundown shops, just a tiny smattering of art that 
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showed any talent, insight, creativity or eccentricity, and lots of people just milling around and, 
well, milling around.  
 
I had gone expecting the street performers of London or Paris mixed with the zany, carnival 
atmospehere of New England's Provincetown and with that Californian counter-cultural feel 
but it just looked like Amsterdam after a bad night before the city authorities started to clean 
up the red lights districts and close some of the "coffee" (ahem, weed) shops. Add lots of poor 
souls who are clearly destitute and have de-camped to many of the areas with public seating 
and the overall impression was one of deep social malaise. 
 
Yes, there was the occasional piece of genuinely good art and I saw a street performer in a loin 
cloth with snakes wrapped round his well worked-out body (nice!) but the overall atmosphere 
was dismal and depressing. 
 
God knows what it's like when the sun isn't shining.  

Visited January 2014 
“Not recommended.” 
Reviewed January 17, 2014 via mobile  

I echo the sentiment of the other poor and terrible ratings. I don't recommend going at all! I 
can't even call it artsy. The only nice attractions are the pier, the skatepark, and the occasional 
musician.  

Visited January 2014 
“Tacky Venice Beach” 
Reviewed January 10, 2014  

Venice Beach is still as tacky as it was 30 years ago the last time I visited there. I think some of 
the same homeless people were still there 

“Nice and fun!” 
Reviewed January 8, 2014  

This is one part of a long beach that runs from Santa Monica down the coast. It's beautiful. It's 
funky, too. It's great to walk and walk. Perfect for a sunset stroll. Perhaps a bit scary after dark, 
too. You will meet some questionable characters and want to buy thirst with words on them 
that you'll never wear back home. It's a LA experience not to be missed. If you want fancier go 
to Santa Monica too.  

“Great for people watching” 
Reviewed January 6, 2014  

My wife and I spent about half a day visiting the beach, boardwalk, and canals. The beach was 
fairly empty for a clear sunny September day. We walked the boardwalk which was crowded. 
I'm sure it would not win any awards from a health inspector. We encountered no problems, 
and enjoyed the people watching and the unique stores, many selling drug paraphernalia. 
Muscle Beach was empty (i guess it was too hot). We walked the paths and bridges of the canals 
which were unique and colorful. Over all, an interesting stop.  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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The downsides were expensive parking ($ 15) at a beach lot. We got tired of looking for street 
parking, which is free in places, but hard to find, and many tow away zones. The beach 
bathrooms were mostly locked, filthy, with long lines waiting to enter the few left open.  

Expensive parking for overhyped gawking” 
Reviewed January 5, 2014  

Well, now "I've been there, done that". Lot's of things to see and look at, but nothing 
outrageous as expected. As for what they sell, I haven't seen so much junk even at a flea-
market.  

Dreadful Place” 
Reviewed January 2, 2014  

For me this was a dreadful experience..... from being harassed to buy music discs and the 
terrible stench of cannabis.....tacky shops well over priced..... really not a nice place to visit at 
all..... my advice would be stay away and choose another place....this is not an area for families 
with children  

Visited September 2013 
“Terrifying no go for weekends ” 
Reviewed December 31, 2013  

Venice Beach gets a lot of hype and as soon as you get there, you see why. It is like no place you 
have ever been. The skateboarders and break dancers were cool and kept the vibe positive, but 
as soon as you stepped away from the crowds, you were accosted by people begging, others 
digging through trash, smoking joints openly, and general debauchery. It took me back to end 
of exams at college or maybe more accurately spring break. Also, other than the boardwalk that 
is plastered full with junk and medicinal marijuana shops, there is really very few clean places 
to have a drink or go to the bathroom. If you still want to brave the chaos, don't go on the 
crowded weekends. Definitely skippable on the LA scene. 

“Excellent people watching!” 
Reviewed December 30, 2013  

I had the time of my life in Venice a few weekends ago. I rented a bike (steal of a Groupon for a 
full day rental) and cruised the bike path all day long! I rode from Venice down to the Santa 
Monica Pier and over to the Will Rogers State Beach, where the bike path ended. That ride took 
less than an hour and was nearly completely flat - perfect for a beach cruiser. I rode past 
Muscle Beach, some fancy beach homes and then back down to Marina del Rey. I got a little 
confused here because the bike path weaves back in through town, but the stretch from here to 
Will Rogers was plenty. The had plenty of public bathrooms along the way but I wouldn't 
recommend them for germophobes. t loved watching the taggers at the graffiti park, the roller 
skaters, dancers (70-year old man in high tops and swim trunks), etc. But beware - if the smell 
of marijuana nauseates you, steer clear! Otherwise, an eclectic neighborhood with cute shops, 
interesting art, beach cafes (a bit overpriced - my veggie burger and fruit from a shack cost me 
$20). A great way to spend a sunny California day.  

“Venice Beach dump.” 
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Reviewed December 27, 2013 via mobile  

Don't waste your time. What a dump. Dope heads, drunks, transients and old hookers. Ran 
down old slums and over priced shops. Stick to Santa Monica. Yeah it's middle class, but a least 
you would eat there!  

Visited December 2013 
Worth visiting once to see it” 
Reviewed December 25, 2013  

We visited Venice Beach right around Christmas time. It was great people watching but it 
definitely was rougher than I expected.  
It is worth a stop on your drive up the coast but know ahead of time that you will be seeing a 
very "interesting" crowd. Quite a bit of panhandlers and an overall rough atmosphere. Not 
great for children but teens will be amused by the people watching. 
The good thing is there are segways available for rent as well as bikes. They are less stringent 
on age restrictions on the segways than most people so if you have teens who have always 
wanted to use a segway, this is a fun place to do it. 
Lots of places to eat and little fun shops.  

Not the best for children. ” 
Reviewed December 17, 2013  

We walked from Santa Monica to Venice Beach. 
There was a lot of what seemed to me like bums or homeless people once we reached Venice 
Beach. And the smell of reefer was annoying as I was constantly thinking that the kids are 
going to be stoned if we lingered to take too many photos. 
There were many cheap shops though and the food was surprisingly good where we ate. 
The outside gym is definitely worth a look at. The guys are pumping iron and then flexing in 
the mirror during sets.  

“Go during the day” 
Reviewed December 9, 2013  

Lots of crazy things to see. Do not recommend taking your kids at night there are lots of people 
smoking. Great view and you can walk to Santa Monica from here. Bathrooms are super gross. 
Drum circle can be dangerous  

“Sunday drum circle” 
Reviewed December 1, 2013  

We walked from Santa Monica to Venice beach Sunday later afternoon. Venice Beach is more 
interesting than clean Santa Monica. Shops by boardwalk is tourist-trap, but other side of 
brick-and-mortar shops is vendors selling mainly hand-crafts, Mexican skulls, and art, ...etc. 
We heard a loud noise from the beach while walking. There're drum circle playing impromptu 
songs/dances. I don't recommend if you're with kids as there're a LOT of LOT of alcohol/MJ 
consumption among participants. Personally it's a good surprise on the beach.  

“A “must” when visiting Los Angeles!.....” 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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Reviewed November 29, 2013  

Venice Beach is an important part of experiencing Los Angeles. It’s not beautiful, it’s not nice, 
is not normal and is VERY far away from the “typical” image of a beach - if there is such a 
thing; it is … just Venice Beach and there’s no place like it!  
Venice Beach is crazy and wacky and wired and crowded and freaky and mad, then it has the 
sounds, the smells, the images, the crowed … You have acrobats, fire eaters, comedians, 
vendors selling anything you can imagine, food stalls, a few small restaurants, bodybuilders, 
girls with bikinis made out of what in other places would go for dental floss, gangsta’ types, 
fortune tellers of all denominations, tattoo parlors, henna painters, an assortment of graphic 
artists ranging from “your name on a rice seed” to spray can painters, dogs with caps and 
sunglasses, weed doctors, singers, roller bladders,  
Best time to see/smell/experience all of these: mid afternoon, on a weekend, preferably on a 
nice, sunny weather. I would not stay after sunset, although there’s plenty of police and the 
place is pretty safe. For a more normal and nice place, try the crossing of Third Street & 
Promenade in Santa Monica, or go a little further down on 405 S, to Manhattan Beach for a 
nice sundowner..  

Iconic but Edgy Part of LA History” 
Reviewed November 25, 2013  

Muscle beach, marijuana shops, a history all unto itself, with the famous and infamous 
boardwalk. As one other person said, every oddball person or at least their cousin is down here, 
so you might want to seriously watch what's going on. Lots of cops around which should give 
you an idea that this is not the safest of places, yet there is also the beautiful Pacific and a 
gorgeous view of the mountains. People watching is a major event here. Daytime is the best 
time to come.  

“Then go to Disney Land..” 
Reviewed November 25, 2013  

Hi Gang, 
 
I live here, so naturally, I don't visit Venice beach that much, but it is something to see, it is a 
slice of life, to me it's reminiscent of being in a bazaar with all kinds of stuff going on around 
you in some of those post apocalyptic movies or a scene from Casablanca, I like it, it's loaded 
with odd balls and oddities, pan handlers and what have you, there are quite a few decent 
restaurants in the general area close by, like on Ocean and Main streets and there are plenty of 
places to snack along "the board walk", if you walk up to the Santa Monica pier, there are even 
more restaurants, for instance Bubba Gumps (yep, from the Movie), and other seafood 
restaurants. Venice beach is like a county fair that happens everyday of the year, with the 
exception that Venice beach has a bit of an edge to it if you know what I mean. Most Angelenos 
know that when you go, you should enjoy yourself, but have your game face on just in case. 
Like any place else, you should always be aware of your suroundings remember that and you'll 
be okay, there is a very good police prescence during the day. Most importantly, it's not a place 
to take that after dinner stroll at night! if this is too much doom and gloom for you,...then go to 
Disneyland. :-) 

“Be aware of unsavory people!” 
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Reviewed November 25, 2013  

We have visited this area several times whilst living in LA and although it is always colorful you 
do have to keep your wits about you! 
There is certainerly some odd ball people and down n outs but overall it all adds to the 
character of the place. 
Worth a visit if your in town but don't expect too much!  

Horrible!” 
Reviewed November 19, 2013  

The beach is fabulous - inland is where it all goes horribly wrong! The boulevard is full of 
serious oddballs and some very shady types. The shops are full of overpriced, cheap rubbish. 
The whole place has a shoddy, depressing and worn air.  

“Not the nicest place” 
Reviewed November 10, 2013  

My wife and I walked down the path from Santa Monica on our last day in town to see the 
famed Venice Beach. All I can say is that it's run down and the merchants are selling some 
pretty crappy stuff. The person who said it was a dump was about right. The skate park was 
interesting, but if you only have limited time in the area, take a pass on this area 

Very different and quite unusual” 
Reviewed November 5, 2013 via mobile  

Probably the most unexpected place I've ever been. Venice Beach is different, very different 
from what I had expected. Ocean Front is a hotch-potch of fairly similar tourist stores 
interspersed with pretty ordinary restaurants. There is a good deal of homelessness here too 
which takes away the California beach gloss but in a strange way adds too the character of the 
area. It's not for the faint hearted and the poverty was a real shock when just a few miles away 
in Beverley Hills you have almost offensive displays of wealth. We stayed on the Front and 
enjoyed long walks to Santa Monica and back. You get to a point on the walk when you cross 
into Santa Monica and the whole atmosphere changes to a more sterile environment. Venice 
Beach has an edge. If you enjoy quirky left field this is definitely for you. If you want slick 
veneered beach go north a few blocks. We used Venice Beach as a base for two nights to explore 
LA - we had a hire car - and sort out the tiredness of the flight from London. Probably would 
try somewhere else if we came again but not because we didn't like the place.  

“What a dump!” 
Reviewed November 4, 2013  

We were taken to Venice Beach as part of a tour around Los Angeles. While the rest of the tour 
was great, I cannot for the life of me work out why we were taken to spend half an hour here! It 
is very seedy, dirty and full of hippies and hobos. It reminds me of the worst parts of Blackpool 
if there are any Brits reading this! The driver told me that people either love it or hate it and I 
must say I hated it. Don't waste your time, go to Santa Monica, or anywhere else for that 
matter, much nicer!  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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“Quirky, Good for a Walk Through Once or Twice” 
Reviewed October 31, 2013  

My sister lives near to Venice Beach so we always like to go walk on the beach on the way up to 
Santa Monica Pier. It suits her personality which tends to be more indie and hippie-ish, but it's 
definitely not so much more of mine. 
 
PROS: 
- clean 
- lots of food stores with carnival food so you know you're not going to starve 
- atms (in case you run out of cash) 
- local art exposure 
- more low-key (in Nov) than Santa Monica Pier due to popularity 
 
CONS: 
- frequent smell of weed due to all the "green clinics" and legalized marijuana. Don't care for it 
but don't like it as THE pervasive scent on the BEACH of all places. 
- take a picture, pay for it --- everything costs these days, even a memory 
- "up-and-coming" struggling musicians who will try to solicit you to buy their cds, originally 
by first "giving" it to you to get their way into talking to you. 
- TAR bits on the sand. It's so sad to see pollution but it's worse when it gets stuck on your 
shoes and then you track it home! 
 
Honestly, in the morning, it was AMAZING place to run as it was so quiet and nobody was out 
yet. However, there is no sunrise as it is on the WEST coast but will get a good sunset. Always 
cool and refreshing when you're closer to the water. I'd definitely still treat it as a favorite 
morning run spot when I visit my sister though.  

Visited October 2013 
“One of the Most Eclectic Places I've Seen” 
Reviewed October 28, 2013  

As soon as I stepped onto the sidewalk I knew Venice Beach was different from any place I'd 
been… and by different I mean weirder. I'd definitely recommend this as a stop on any road 
trip down California's coast. It was one of our most entertaining stops. Go with an open mind 
and you will enjoy it the most.  
It is an eclectic community filled with hippies, artists, surfers, and tourists all mingling along 
the boardwalk. Artists and musicians set up stands to sell their work; there are plenty of tourist 
shops; and the beach is nice.  
My only warnings are that it's a little dirty (especially the bathrooms), parking can be 
expensive, and some parts may inappropriate for kids.  

“Warning LA is still not safe” 
Reviewed October 19, 2013  

LA is a very unsafe place to visit. My daughter from Australia got beaten up last night and 
robbed of all her possessions. No one helped her. The police were not interested and recorded 
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the stolen goods as lost - less paperwork they said. Women are totally unsafe in LA. There are 
plenty of other places to holiday in the world.  

“Beach Bums...And more!” 
Reviewed October 18, 2013  

Ok, think beach...then think bums, what do you get? Lots of beach bums...I visited with my 
daughter and WOW! Try it once and then find another beach for sunbathing...don't get me 
wrong, what a site and quite entertaining for people watching...lots of trinkets for sale at ok 
prices. BUT Venice beach is famous and known for people of all kinds...so no judgement here, 
just sad to see people begging and so dirty. I enjoyed the walk along the coast and can say I 
would not do it again...  

A weird take on LA” 
Reviewed October 15, 2013  

The beach is lovely but the crowd along the board walk pretty depressing. 
many homeless young people and tons of tourists. 
There are many more beautiful beaches in So. Cal.  

“Venice Beach” 
Reviewed October 14, 2013  

Over-rated. We spent an hour here during a bus tour of the city. We were truly disappointed. It 
seemed dated, worn out and sad. We saw little in the way of unique artisans and each "shop" 
seemed to carry the same type of cheap touristy junk, little that was unique. It was crowded 
and not worth the time we took from other sites.  

“Very dirty, felt unsafe” 
Reviewed October 13, 2013  

Was really shocked at Venice beach, everyone gives it a must see. We was on a day tour got off 
bus walked around and was back on the bus after 15 minutes. So dirty, lots of homeless people 
was really disappointed. Been there done that won't go again.  

“See all types of people” 
Reviewed October 11, 2013  

Stopped by on a layover and spent a few hours visiting. Great place to people watch. Some 
crazy, some more normal. Fun to see a video shoot in progress and watch younger people skate 
boarding and palying basketball. I would keep a tight hold of your purse or wallet. Tons of 
panhandlers.  

You need to see it but not too often” 
Reviewed October 10, 2013  

Venice Beach is the land time forgot or a place to avoid depending on your take. Full of street 
people, both entertaining and annoying. Lots of tourists, energy and something thing for 
everyone. It's entertaining just to take a stroll and check out the total cast of characters. The 
Day of the Locusts in real time. It's a must see for tourists for sure and for locals once in awhile. 
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It's also depressing to see so many homeless panhandling, sleeping on the ground and 
generally looking out of it. Perhaps its an indictment of us all to allow this show to be here at 
all. Make no mistake about it , it's a show of extremes. Make the visit here and make your own 
decision. I come here when my out of area friends want to see the " Beach ". Not for those who 
want a quiet walk to see a beach in a tranquil spot.  

“Worth a visit.” 
Reviewed October 8, 2013  

Definitely lively and interesting. Great to see the Jim Morrison mural nearby. I don't think you 
need to spend more than 2 or 3 hours visiting, though. Glad to have visited....but going by other 
reviews, I'm glad I didn't need to use the public toilets!!  

“Very Colorful” 
Reviewed October 6, 2013  

A lively bunch of characters - street performers, artists, bodybuilders, skateboarders, surfers, 
vendors - mixed with unique shops make this place a interesting place to visit. Definitely a 
great place to people watch. Beach was ok and restrooms were deplorable and should be 
avoided at all costs. Not a place to bring small children but a place to party for adults. OK for 
families during day but I won't visit at night. Exactly what we expected.  

“Certainly different” 
Reviewed September 29, 2013  

Great place to people watch, so many things happening. We didn't have much time to see too 
much, but it certainly had a lot of entertainment happening and lots of stalls. It is the first time 
I have seen a place you can buy pot for medical purposes!! 
 
If you are in the area, it is worth going just for the experience. 
 
Parking is a bit of a problem, there are some spots that are free for one hour, but getting one is 
up to timing it just right, otherwise, the parking spots are about $10 close by. If you are 
prepared to walk a few blocks, you can find free parking.  

Visited September 2013 
“Very crowded” 
Reviewed September 25, 2013  

We drove around for a while until we found a free parking spot a few blocks from the beach, 
where parking was $10. We only wanted a short walk on the boardwalk which was very busy. 
The area looks pretty run down for such a famous place.  

“Very depressing” 
Reviewed September 19, 2013  

This area is not worth going to. Lots of people on the streets looking for handouts, smoking 
pot, not a place I would bring kids to.  

“Unimpressive” 
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Reviewed September 18, 2013  

We walked from Santa Monica pier to Venice Beach and it was very unimpressive as the stalls 
were like op shops gone wrong and it was not a friendly area.Would not waste your time and 
effort to commute here!!!  

“If you like feeling depressed, go to Venice!” 
Reviewed September 17, 2013  

Oh my god. It's like I was warped into a bad dream. It is literally impossible to enjoy yourself 
AT ALL when every 5 steps you take someone is panhandling you. The worst was the guy with 
the headphones and the demo CD. Sure, I get it. You are a starving artist trying to get people to 
buy your music. I'm sure you love it, buddy. But literally, every 100 feet, there was someone 
else with a walkman trying to hustle you for a few bucks. 
 
Other than that, there is a fair amount of weirdo circus people there. Mostly trying to find a 
niche to use to justify their means to make a living off of your tips. Perhaps the most depressing 
was the homeless kids and their dogs.  
 
The scenery isn't even something you notice when there is all of that stuff happening. I literally 
had anxiety the entire time we were there because of being approached for my money on 
several occasions.  

“very disappointed” 
Reviewed September 16, 2013  

we were there on labor day (public holiday in usa) .. we walked from santa monica toi venice 
beach .. i thought it would be a pleasant walk, but it's bare and boring and never ends ! i 
thought it would be lined with pretty cafés and souvenir shops but there was nothing .. the odd 
wooden hut selling a can of coke ..  
 
finally u arrive at venice beach .. i'm still young at heart and was travelling with a young adult 
and we were both horrified .. it's dirty, packed with people, u passively smoke pot as u walk and 
there are tons of wannabe artists (u will occasionally find a good one) .. as our hotel told us .. 
not a place to go after dark .. tons of families with strollers and small kids, but there is nothing 
there for toddlers ! 
 
i also wanted to see muscle beach .. it's tiny .. what a disappointment ..  
 
the odd public toilet we saw along the way had a wait of 15-20 people .. 
 
so - been there, done that - not going back any time soon ..  

“So disappointed” 
Reviewed September 14, 2013  

When you see this on the TV you see modern area with nice people and no down and out"s. 
Sorry it's loads of down and out's, lot's of people selling rubbish along the beach ($5 for a Blue 
stone) really why would you. 
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The area looks tired, in need of some money spent on the place. Do away with the drug scene, 
and return the Gym area. Restrooms were so bad just couldn't go in. 
Sorry just not got it.  

“So, so tacky and horrible.” 
Reviewed September 14, 2013  

You see Venice beach in the movies and it looks very glamorous. However, the reality is quite 
different. It was tacky, noisy, cheap and generally nasty. Avoid it.  

“Like a set out of Star Wars” 
Reviewed September 12, 2013 via mobile  

This place has the biggest gathering of weirdos I have ever seen !!!! This place is a good 
example of why not to legalise weed!! These people are not chilled they are disfunctional. 
The area is a filthy dump and the district ought to be embarrassed. Full of homeless people 
sleeping at the beach and smoking weed. The sights of people were an eye opener. At times felt 
a little unsafe. 
I was keen to see muscle beach but even this was under welming. A let down!  

“Grotty and seedy” 
Reviewed September 12, 2013  

Think of old-school Amsterdam, add in a little Camden Market, and cross that with present-
day Blackpool. There you have Venice Beach, where the air is thick with marijuana smoke, 
shifty-looking people will eye you up at every corner, and streetside performers and hustlers 
will try and milk you for all your lovely tourist money as you walk past all the run-down 
buildings. 
 
Venice Beach clearly tries to market itself as "arty" and "vintage" but really it's just a shabby 
student house turned into a couple of miles of beach. If you're looking for a nice beach to chill 
out on and look at the Pacific, head a couple of miles further south to Manhattan Beach 
instead. It's an affluent area full of unique shops and amazing seafood and a quiet, well-policed 
beach to die for, with cheap parking right on the beachfront.  

“Interesting” 
Reviewed September 11, 2013  

It was one of the more interesting stops on our visit. The shows put on by different performers 
were fun to watch. It's a great place to spend the day - always something to do and see. 'Muscle 
Beach' was underwhelming, just a couple of guys working out and one buffed up old man lifting 
weights, not at all what I thought it would be.  
 
The beach was really nice, but a little creepy to stumble on people sleeping around there. Made 
us a little cautious to leave our stuff and go in for a dip. There are a lot of stores and food 
vendors to try. Took most of our day there to see it all so be sure to plan to leave a chunk of 
time from your trip to visit - especially if you're going to visit the pot shops.  

Visited February 2013 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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“It's Interesting!” 
Reviewed September 7, 2013  

So, Venice Beach is the home of all walks of life...international visitors, drug dealers, 
performers, muscle beachers (tanned guys wearing little to nothing), families playing in the 
sand and water, cheap keepsakes, legal marijuana stores, interesting food and a pretty ocean. 
One son played basketball in a pickup game; I read and relaxed and hung out on the beach. 
There are public beach bathrooms but they aren't great- not clean and a little stinky. Felt the 
need to find a real, clean bathroom upon leaving.  
Did pay to park right at the beach/ocean. Can't remember the cost but it was reasonable. Never 
felt unsafe although we were approached by a musician hawking CDs.  
Fun for a short day's visit.  

“Not what we expected” 
Reviewed September 6, 2013  

We had a different idea of what Venice Beach would look like and to our surprise the real thing 
couldn't have been further from our perceptions. This was the first stop on a tour we were on 
and we arrived there about 10am-ish to find not much happening, was basically the people on 
the tour there and that's it. We ventured onto the 'boardwalk' to find loads of interesting 
characters, graffitied shop fronts, strange smells and a very neglected and run down looking 
muscle beach. It is what it is and we are thankful for having visited the area and it all might be 
very different once there is more foot traffic there at a later time but at that time of morning 
20-30mins was more than enough.  

“Wonder why it's so famous” 
Reviewed September 4, 2013  

I've been to quite a number of beaches and this is not one of the nicer ones. The beach itself is 
wide with fine sand, but the boardwalk is quite run down and trashy. Probably interesting for 
young partying crowd. 
 
Definitely not a must see on a visit to LA!  

“Nice beach full of life.” 
Reviewed September 4, 2013  

Nice beach to spend your day. However, a strange lot of people seem to hang out here and 
make it seem a little intimidating. Not sure why this is. Beach however itself is very sandy, and 
overall clean. Water is so blue and nice for a long walk.  

Visited May 2013 
not what i thought would be” 
Reviewed September 3, 2013  

i was dissapointed seemed kindve dirty i did like the artists were great but everything seemed 
old and desperate and dirty  

“Ho Hum” 
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Reviewed August 31, 2013  

I don't understand why this place is so popular. Having heard quite a lot about it, I thought it 
would be worth a visit. Wrong. The place looks run down, tired, sad and dilipitated. The stalls 
are uninteresting, the people bizarre and the overall atmosphere is unpleasant. If you have 
come this far, keep walking towards Santa Monica and you will much prefer it there. Even the 
so-called Muscle Beach looked like it had sand kicked in it's face.  

Visited August 2013 
“Not what I expected” 
Reviewed August 31, 2013  

If you are in the area you have to go to Venice beach. If you are English it reminds me of 
Blackpool promenade. Busy and lots of cheap souvenirs. Muscle Beach is worth looking at but 
is now at bit past its prime. Lots of skateboarders and places to get marijuana prescriptions. I 
think it will always be a busy place and dont dress up as it is a bit down market. The toilets 
were really not pleasant.  

“Venice...Muscle Beach” 
Reviewed August 28, 2013  

My husband was interested in seeing THE Muscle Beach while in California. Even though it 
was a weekday, the boardwalk was reasonably crowded. We walked quite a distance to get to 
Muscle Beach. I found the area to be quite trashy, not in litter but in clientele. Several men 
were attempting to seduce young ladies as they walked by. "Medical" workers were advertising 
their low cost medical marijuana permits to anyone and everyone. This was in the middle of 
the day; I wouldn't want to be there at night! We stopped for a bit to watch the weight lifters at 
Muscle Beach. It was interesting that the well-equipped workout facility was in the middle of 
such a classless area. I'm glad we went for my husband's sake, but the rings, balance beams, 
etc. at Santa Monica Beach is much more worthy of your time.  

“OMG!” 
Reviewed August 18, 2013 via mobile  

I thought I was in a level of Hell from Dante's Inferno. 
Disgusting and filthy- both the people and the stores. 
Would never buy or eat anything there  
Overrated  
Just stay north on Santa Monica- and don't forget to shower- twice  

“Interesting beach!” 
Reviewed August 17, 2013  

We went to Venice Beach in the morning when it was still cloudy and chilly. There were still 
lots of people around, vendors, skateboarders, etc. This is definitely not a beach I would spend 
more than an hour at. It's worth a quick trip if you are within walking distance just to 
experience the crazy atmosphere, but I wouldn't go at night or pay to park. Head to another 
area for a better beach experience.  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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“Not what I expected...” 
Reviewed August 11, 2013  

As I approached Venice Beach from Santa Monica I asked a local couple a question, and they 
told me that I'd see everything I needed to see of VB within 2mins. I walked for about 30mins 
and they were right. It didn't get any better. Most of the people looked like they should have 
been locked up. 
 
I was too busy focusing on my personal safety, that I didn't really see the beach. (In hindsight, 
the area was safe. I was just a little apprehensive at the time) 
 
Rather than walking all the way back to SM, I ventured into the streets behind the beach to 
catch the Hop On Hop Off bus, however after 10mins I failed to find the bus stop, and felt this 
area was worse than the beach, so I went back to the beach, and walked back up the coast walk 
to SM. 
 
I'm glad I saw it, yet it was a waste of time which I could have spent elsewhere.  

“Bohemian and funky” 
Reviewed August 10, 2013  

Quite a hippy district, but fun to walk along the long beach strip. Lots of typical seafront type 
shops and you do get interrupted a lot by street sellers (mainly guys getting you to buy their 
music). Some good street artists and worth a stop for an hour or two. The surrounding area 
appears to be a relatively poor sub-district of LA so I would recommend going during the day 
time.  
 
The water is clean and a bit fresh - not many people swimming but a few ankle-waders!!! 
 
Parking is $9 all day which isn't too bad and lots of restrooms along the front.  

“Whats the attraction ?” 
Reviewed August 10, 2013  

Go to Santa Monica .Its just down the beach .This strip is a poor excuse for an attraction .Aside 
from enumerable facilities offering to set you up with a medical weed card there is nothing to 
see.The schlock that is being offered by " artists " along the beach is nothing more than tripe 
.The closer it got to sun down the more nervous the tourists got .There were vagrants 
EVERYWHERE .These guys were not simply sitting on their duffs watching the world go by 
.The clouds of thick dope smoke were everywhere .Runners were moving up and down the strip 
on bikes moving product between the suppliers and end users . 
Their were clusters of unsavory people everywhere .It really was a place best left to those who 
live there .Those passed out on the pathways ,sand and grass . 

“Eh” 
Reviewed August 7, 2013  

Nothing too great. Just a lotta sand and a bunch of hippies smoking weed. The walkways are 
disgusting. The bike path is pretty nice though  
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Visited August 2013 
A post-apocaliptic nightmare” 
Reviewed August 4, 2013  

Im a very tolerant and liberal minded person as it relates to acceptance of my fellow human 
beings, BUT I do not take pleasure in watching people that are homeless...addicted to 
drugs...mentally unstable...and criminal minded. Nor do I take pleasure in walking, sitting or 
eating in filth. Venice Beach is reminiscent of a post-apocaliptic nightmare. Yes there are street 
performers that woo in crowds as they perform their talents against the back drop of the 
ocean...but there are even more people on the boardwalk in need of counseling and medical 
attention. There is nothing hip or exciting about seeing so many people in despair. 

Seedy, weedy, and needy” 
Reviewed July 31, 2013  

California has many beautiful places; this is not one of them. Don't waste your time at Venice 
Beach unless you are casting a remake of Desperately Seeking Susan (a B movie starring [sic] 
Madonna and a degenerate group of characters). The area reeks of urine, and at least five 
clinics tried to diagnose my glaucoma so I could buy their pot. The dirty stoners and the 
begging (and also high) homeless people were pathetic and more than faintly scary even at 10 
a.m. When I am on vacation, I don't want to rub shoulders with people who have not washed 
their hair or nether regions in the last year or more. Finally, I never want to see Hotel Irwin 
again. The previous guest had thrown up in my room, and a failed attempt was made to set 
things right.  

“Has gotten weirder in 20 years” 
Reviewed July 30, 2013  

20 years ago it was only fun and weird, now it has also many bums even in the middle of a 
sunny day. It's getting dirtier. The main part is just north of the Venice bld and they put a 
parking lot between the boardwalk and the beach - what a shame! 
 
The beach itself is big and large so you can easily set your towel. It can be very windy and 
therefore doesn't feel that hot even with the sun. 
 
You can park for  

“Scary people and trashy” 
Reviewed July 30, 2013  

Ok so we heard that we had to see Venice beach while visiting LA. Maybe we went at the wrong 
time, because we thought we stumbled into a zombie apocalypse. We went there on a Sunday 
night around 8:30ish and there were some messed up people and crazies everywhere. We got 
harassed by a man as we parked the car who refused to leave us alone when we didn't give him 
any money. We literally got out of the car after find rockstar parking by the main entrance, 
walked down to the sidewalk that parallel the beach and turned back around to get back to the 
car. We were a little nervous about the place to be honest. We couldn't get out of there fast 
enough. Nothing in Venice worth seeing on a Sunday night for sure 
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“Weird 'n' wonderful” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

Must be seen, smelled and heard to be believed. Go whether it is sunny or grey. Don't give any 
money to panhandlers and hold your breath near the pot shops  

“Bum Beach” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

A trip to Venice beach can be combined with a quick detour to the nearby Caroll Canal 
residential area which is the faux Venice of Los Angeles and with a longer stay at the Santa 
Monica Pier for food and amusement park entertainment. The Caroll Canal St. Area is actually 
crisscrossed with canals and dotted with lovely homes. To visit Venice Beach, one should start 
at the Muscle Beach end of Venice Beach... Plenty of Street parking and all the "wonders" of 
Venice Beach-- roller bladers, bikers, tattoe shops, souvenir stores, sidewalk arts and 
craftsmen, rasta types, sweaty muscle bound wonders, derelicts, overpriced food and drink 
concentrate at this section of Venice Beach. If up to it, one can walk along the shoreline or the 
boardwalk all the way to Santa Monica for a more kid friendly beachy place. 
Venice beach is really a place roller blading and for gawking at its exhibitionistic denizens. If 
you are into this kind of people watching and fun activity, don't miss Venice.  

“Do You REALLY Want To Go Here?” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

I'll assume that if you're reading this you are planning a few days' sightseeing in LA. I've lived 
in Santa Monica for 17 years. If Venice Beach is on your itinerary, here is what to expect. 
 
The "boardwalk" (car-free street, really) running along the beachfront is always crowded with 
(1) tourists and (2) an incredible assortment of crazies and lowlifes who would be more than 
happy to separate you from your money, legally or otherwise. Sure, it's a "scene" you can tell 
your friends about when you get home, but if you want to enjoy the Southern California 
beaches and avoid the grunge, go to Manhattan Beach (where there are families, surfers and 
pretty girls playing volleyball) or the Santa Monica Pier (where the beach is beautiful and you 
can go inland to Main Street or the 3rd Street Promenade.) The only place in Venice that I 
would recommend you explore is Abbott Kinney Blvd., which starts 3 blocks inland at Brooks 
and slants away from the shoreline. Great shops and restaurants. And much better people 
watching, unless you like to look at the kind of kooks that hang out in Venice Beach.  

“You got to make the pilgrimage!” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

Its fun, funky, beachy, cheesy and great people watching. Grab a seat at Sidewalk Cafe and 
watch all humanity walk by. Enjoy the sword swallowers, roller bladers, and jugglers and be 
sure to get some knock off sunglasses and a t-shirt. This is definately a day- time experience. 
Gets pretty sketchy there at night. The actual beach itself is actually very nice too.  

“Dip In - the Beach Area - for a Quick Gawk” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  
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What you want to experience are the shops and cafes of Abbott Kinney Blvd. And that's good, 
because it's much easier to find parking up and around the cute stuff. But if, like a daring circus 
act by clowns, you can't look away - you should take 20 or 30 minutes, and very few personal 
belongings, and stroll quickly past the historic beach-front. For those who may remember care-
free days of roller-skating past body builders and jugglers, that's not as safe as it used to be.  

A must see for any LA visit” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

Park at Washington or Venice Blvd and the beach and walk North you will see the famous 
muscle beach, the Venice Skateboard park, musicians, shops, artists, everything that the Venice 
Boardwalk is famous for. One note of caution they promote Marijuana prescriptions on the 
boardwalk so be prepared to explain to your children  

“To dirty and so many homeless” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

Smoking pot, bums, dirty and not a great experience any more the beach is nice just avoid the 
boardwalk are so nasty food is junk, not 1 quality experience even muscle beach is dirty, watch 
your bag, and wallet pick pockets are every place  
 
Such a shame so many young kids, with dogs, dirty, and taking drugs etc  

Beautiful beach” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

Nice to see, beautiful beach, boardwalks restaurants, artists and beach shops, however is not 
the greatest place to take a family, many homeless people around.  

“Freak show.” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

Not my favorite place in LA but all my out of town guests always ask to go there. The boardwalk 
is littered with homeless and freaks. Kind of creepy. If you like people watching you may enjoy 
it.  
If you head over to Abbott Kinney you will find pricey restaurants and shops. The best place is 
walking around the Venice Canals where there are some very fun homes to look at. Not a great 
place to take the kids though. Venice is more of an adult place and at that I would have other 
plans when you get tired of the freaks. Go early since the parking is not the best. 3rd Street 
Promenade is not far away when you escape from Venice.  

“Fun but filthy and leans toward counterculture” 
Reviewed July 29, 2013  

On the weekends: 
Pretty beach tends to get trash washed up to the rock wall at one end, free entertainment from 
buskers, crowded promenade, many restaurants (some of them dirt cheap but the dirt-cheap 
ones are mediocre), usually filthy public restrooms, many homeless people panhandling, 
extreme smell of feces on the promenade on a hot day. The shops are ultra-expensive for 
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clothes and beach items, but that is not unusual for a beach city. Counterculture element is 
very present, due to the medical marijuana clinics. I do like watching the buff guys work out at 
the outdoor gym. For a clean and safe beach, I prefer Santa Monica State Beach, which is just a 
short walk.  

“Take the time and walk towards Santa Monica” 
Reviewed July 20, 2013  

Venice isn't really the greatest place to take a family to the beach, the majority of people go 
there for the boardwalks restaurants, the street artists and the beach shops.  
 
If you have come for the beach walk closer to santa monica past the Venice Boardwalk the 
beach area is cleaner and there are feet shower facilities and bathrooms.  
 
Venice is doing more than it did in the past to keep the beach and the boardwalk cleaner and to 
get rid of its bad reputation, but it'll be a long process. If its just you and some adult friends, go 
and have fun with some of the best people watching in the city, but if you want to actually 
spend time on the beach maybe walk towards Santa Monica.  

“Not a nice place period” 
Reviewed July 18, 2013 via mobile  

We were recommended to look at the Venice beach area today,well don't waste your time the 
place is a dump,most people were as high as a kite and the place is filthy 
Don't use the rest rooms,we saw users coming out of the toilets. 
Best thing was seeing it in my rear view mirror 
LA clean it up!!!!  

“Weedville” 
Reviewed July 17, 2013  

We went in the evening, just as the sun was setting. The beach was mostly clean, the waves nice 
and the sunset stunning. However- when we went up to see the shops I was disgusted: by the 
ridiculously high prices, the dirtiness and most of all the smell. There were multiple shops to 
buy "medical" marijuana and the smell is so overpowering. Looked like there was a large 
homeless population as well. Venice beach may be lovely in the daytime but its definitely a 
place to avoid in the evening  

“Looks better in the movies” 
Reviewed July 14, 2013  

The beach on its own is descent and relatively clean.  
The shops are abundant with the regular touristy beachy stuff. 
 
BUT there is also abundance of grass/weed being sold. The undercurrent in this place made me 
uncomfortable. And the cab driver confirmed my feelings." Not safe after 6pm" 
 
So if its a family thing Santa Monica is way better  
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“Okay kinda beach for families” 
Reviewed July 12, 2013  

Not one of my favorite beaches in California. Very busy. Just a little sneaky! You can see pot 
stores everywhere on the shopping street adjoining the beach.  

Visited July 2013 
“DISSAPOINTING” 
Reviewed July 10, 2013  

Comparing Venice Beach with Mediteranean blue sea where my Island is and Fig Tree Bay 
which is one of the 10 best golden sundy beaches in the world, i have to say that i was 
dissapointed a lot.Maybe if i was youger would like the activities there, but gererally is not a 
place that i want to go again.  

“Somewhat disappointed” 
Reviewed July 10, 2013  

Definitely eye opening, people from all walks of life. The morning we were there was foggy so 
maybe we did not experience Venice beach at its best. My first impressions was it was dirty and 
unkept. There were souvenir shops, street artists, clothing, jewellery, food etc 
There were loads of bike rental places at reasonable prices which would be a great way to see 
the sights as they have a designated bike path which goes for miles, and would be safe to use by 
all ages. There is a big skate bowl on the edge of the beach, fun to watch for a while.  

“too many crazy people” 
Reviewed July 7, 2013  

it was a very eye opening experience , a lot of "crazy" people  
it kinda reminded my partner of bali , if you want wee d venice beach is the palce for you , all in 
all its an expperience you have to take in there is a lot of good street artists and generally a lot 
of people it is just dirty and intimidating .  

“Crazy Boardwalk not for faint of heart” 
Reviewed July 6, 2013  

Very cool place to take a stroll through. Liked it better 20 years ago when i was 20 years 
younger. Plenty of dodgy folks, panhandlers, scammers and freaks. Interesting and diverse. 
Liked watching paddle tennis and the skate park. Yes there was weed there both illegal and 
medical. Probably not for young kids.  

“The grand parade of humanity” 
Reviewed July 6, 2013  

This probably isn't the attraction to visit if you're with kids, or have hangups about hippies, 
weird people, or pot. Otherwise, it's a must-see. Interesting people selling their art and even 
performing along the boardwalk in some cases. A free skate park where you can hang out and 
watch young and old practice their tricks and show off. A neat little "allowed graffiti" art area, 
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and endless shops up and down the boardwalk. It's ok, the people are weird, but don't be 
afraid, they won't bite (probably).  

 

Interesting” 
Reviewed July 4, 2013  

I went last summer and took my pre teen boys, not very smart. A lot of drugs and not so savory 
people, the sunset was beautiful and my boys loved the skate park there was even a famous 
skater doing tricks, that was neat to watch. We ate at a little place on the main strip, waitress 
was rude and so were some of the other patrons. As we left it was just getting dark and honestly 
I was scared, it was me and my 2 boys and men were shouting explicit remarks at me, could not 
get out quick enough and wont be back.  

“Fun place but..” 
Reviewed July 3, 2013  

This place should be awesome if you are single, childless and looking for some funny stories, 
definitely not for families with young kids. The place is full of colors, street artists, and guys 
dressed in green offering marihuana. The shopping there is good for souvenirs, for funny 
clothing and it is a nice walk to walk from there to Santa Monica, I had to admit though, that I 
did not feel safe due to the big number of homeless people and junkies, besides this part, it is 
fun to walk through Muscle beach and see all this guys working out, go to the pier and read all 
those beautiful quotes related to the ocean, and just enjoy the sound of the ocean, big waves if 
you like surfing and there are some people fishing too. 

“Poor!” 
Reviewed July 2, 2013  

This beach has over priced parking and not a lot of nice shops or anything. Kids did not really 
enjoy it. I would not recommend this beach for kids!  

“You have to come at least once” 
Reviewed July 1, 2013  

I was recently visiting friends in CA and on their suggestion, arranged to meet and stay in 
Venice Beach. I'd been there about ten years ago and I've given it a 4 Star "Very Good" rating as 
although it can be a side show, what with all the street performers, artists and God knows who 
else, its a very special unique place to come to and experience. In fact throughout my extensive 
travels not only in the US but Worldwide I don't know if there is anywhere else like Venice 
Beach. 
 
Last time I was here we came with our kids, recently I was on my own and to be honest I was 
quite happy that that was the case. It was Memorial Day Weekend and the sidewalks were 
absolutely packed, not really the place for a five year old to be wondering about.  
 
It is though a unique experience to visit, and if you enjoy people watching, go and sit in one of 
the many bars that line the Broadwalk and watch the world go by. I spent a few hours 
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wondering around before we ate at a nearby restaurant and even me from what I thought was a 
"liberal" and "swinging" London England, even I was amazed with what I saw there. Since I 
was last there they have these legalized Grass evaluations...not that I went in, promise, but if 
that's your bag..... 
 
Go and see Muscle Beach and the Skatepark all of which are a walk along the Broadwalk. Again 
you'll be amazed at the characters. One of the sights that will stick in my mind was an older 
gentlemen, most likely in his late 70's dressed in very very tight shorts and a cut off T-Shirt, 
dancing to Rap music in the "Drum Circle".  

“Dirty, dodgy, disgusting!” 
Reviewed June 29, 2013  

I had great expectations of Venice beach but no idea what to expect. What I did not expect to 
see was filth. Are the people in charge too high to see how dirty it is? There is litter strewn 
everywhere and the walkway is so dirty I spent the whole time looking at the floor dodging 
filth, which was probably a good thing because the few times I looked up the sight was no 
better. Most of the shops are just as filthy. And the people??? Not a place for children and the 
few families we saw with kids were horrified and couldn't get their kids out of there fast 
enough. I needed a restroom but opted for a bladder infection instead. 
On a positive note, the skatepark was clean and entertaining. 

“Dirty and Mildly entertaining” 
Reviewed June 23, 2013  

Venice beach is famous for a ton of reasons, so my friends and I thought it would be a fun little 
spot to checkout while we were in town. It is extremely dirty and a lot of homeless people 
asking for money, if you can get over that. There are alot of people performing street shows and 
they are pretty entertaining. Annoying how many people try and sell weed too you, a lot of 
police everywhere. Just a meh attraction I think 

A little too weird for me” 
Reviewed June 20, 2013  

I have been to Venice beach a few times but this was my first time back in about 4 years. Now I 
remember why I don't like it....I really don't need people in green scrubs trying to sell me a 
marijuana card. The boardwalk is interesting but once you get the idea of the experience, it can 
be time to leave. I think the city (or whoever is in charge) should try to keep it cleaner. I know I 
sound like an uppity prude and I understand that this is how Venice is supposed to be, I guess 
it is just not for me or people like me.  

Venice beach” 
Reviewed June 15, 2013  

An interesting place to say the least. There were plenty of cool dudes trying to sell my sons 
videos and other bits and pieces ... Capitalizing on their vulnerabilities. I found this to be quite 
annoying. It was fascinating watching the many types of people on display, all unique and very 
engaging with the tourists. Definitely worth a Bo peep.  
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“Freak Show” 
Reviewed June 14, 2013 via mobile  

If you want to expose your kids to the freaks in the world, then this is the place. We got to see 
an arrest, some people obviously on drugs, and countless numbers of tattoos. There were only a 
couple of muscle-heads working out, and those guys seem to spend their lives there. The Freak 
Show museum wasn't open any longer ( the one which they had an A&E show about), probably 
because all the freaks are out walking around. So many with people with body parts pierced 
that there is no way they could make it through airport security. This is America folks - not 
Norman Rockwell's America, but the America that's best kept here in Venice Beach.  

“Not the best place to visit” 
Reviewed June 12, 2013  

We went on a Saturday, it was quite busy. We did not feel safe here, could not wait to get out of 
there quick enough.  

Visited June 2013 
Did not disappoint” 
Reviewed June 5, 2013  

Had a few hours to kill and it was our first time in LA so we headed to Venice beach. We went 
on a Wednesday at 1pm ad were able to park free on the side of the road. We walked down the 
boardwalk. Got to see the skatepark, muscle beach, weirdos and all the medical marijuana 
booths. Good hour or 2 seeing the famous Venice Beach  

“I FELT LIKE I WAS IN A COMMUNIST COUNTRY ON THIS BEACH!” 
Reviewed May 31, 2013  

As soon as we hit the beach we noticed cops everywhere patrolling and watching beach goers as 
if they were a criminal entity. There were really not many people on the beach I noticed and I 
soon found out why. Don’t even think about bringing a dog on the beach those are great things 
of the past in America. Although skunks, raccoons and other animals defecate on the beach 
God forbid you bring your dog. The police rolled up on us when we were sitting on some steps 
about to light a cig although had not done so yet when a rookie pimple face cop rolls up and ask 
us “what are you doing” What’s it look like I’m doing I replied he said it looks like you may be 
smoking some drugs” I am a clean cut white girl by the way no tattoos very all American 
looking so wasn’t sure why he singles my boyfriend and I out as he is as clean cut as I am and 
we are not drug heads or even drinkers. This is NOT the care free Venice beach you hear of in 
songs and hear stories of how great it was way back when this is a Gestapo run beach and I felt 
like I was in a thirld world country. The bums are also horrible and beg you for money and food 
constantly.  
I won’t go back to this beach it’s not fun at all.  

“Grubby, but interesting for a while.” 
Reviewed May 25, 2013  

This is one of those places where people traipse up and down aimlessly hoping to see 
something happen. The performers aren't great. The stalls mostly sell hippy tat and junkie 
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paraphernalia. The most interesting place is the gym where you might see some staggeringly 
impressive muscle in action. 
 
The best way to enjoy Venice beach is probably to rent a bike in Santa Monica and ride down 
the beach cycle path. It isn't far and the cycling is pleasant.  

Visited May 2013 
“Ideal for People Watchers - but not for families” 
Reviewed May 24, 2013  

Venice Beach - muscle men, buskers, stalls, roller skaters, skate boarders, potheads, druggies, 
alcoholics, homeless and crazies. It's great for people watching because there are so many 
interesting characters and sights! But, it's not ideal for kids - my three felt uncomfortable and 
couldn't wait to get back to Santa Monica where they felt safer. We can say we have been there, 
but wouldn't go back.  

Visited April 2013 
It was ok” 
Reviewed May 22, 2013  

It was fun to watch the skate boarders but I didnt feel safe walking around. Alot of homeless 
people and saw a few people smoking pot. I went just so I could say I was there but didnt stay 
long at all.  

a boardwalk that became a scary place” 
Reviewed May 10, 2013  

My husband and I went to visit in the daytime on a Saturday. The people who hung around the 
board walk became increasingly scary by the way they stood around, seeming to seize people 
up as they walked by. Emphasis on the alcohol and drug lifestyle prevalent.  

Visited May 2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Beach and promenade great but don't miss the canals” 
Reviewed May 7, 2013  

 
PROS 
 
- canals and beach are free 
- great atmosphere 
- great beach 
- nice murals 
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- great for photography 
 
CONS 
 
- there can be a few 'crazy' people there ie potheads. They aren't dangerous. 
- there can be quite a few homeless people after nightfall 
- there is marijuana available there 
- not an attraction for the prim and proper or the faint-hearted or easily offended 
- the canals are not suitable for wheelchairs 

 

“Disappointing, Trashing and a Dump” 
Reviewed May 6, 2013  

The beach itself is gorgeous, but having cycled up from Hermosa and Redondo the beach isn't 
that great in comparison to those two. And the board walk, I saw mistreated animals as in dogs 
with paintings on them, eyebrows painted on; the worst was a dog who had been tied down and 
covered in money in order to get people to give the guy money. Street "artists" which were 
basically a load of tack. Tacky shops selling sunglasses.  
 
Not a true surfer beach at all. A sad, run down boardwalk which is stuck in the early 90s and 
overrun with weed.  

Full of trash, trying to impress the tourists.” 
Reviewed April 27, 2013 via mobile  

Terrible! No vibe, and there's a lot of rapper wannabes trying to spruk there homemade rap 
cd's to you. Not a surfy beach at all more vagrants asking you for money or a 4.20!  

“Welcome to Skid Row!” 
Reviewed April 24, 2013 via mobile  

The beach is beautiful wide with golden sand and of course the Pacific ocean is magnificent. 
 
However the boardwalk is another story. Its very rundown and there are lots of people begging 
for change and openly abusing drugs & alcohol. 
 
We only spent 40minutes there as part of a sight seeing tour and that was more than enough 
for this life time.  

“As tacky as Las Vegas, without the charm or sophistication” 
Reviewed April 19, 2013 via mobile  

Seedy does not cover it, this was a real disappointment. Venice Beach on the movies is full of 
beautiful roller-blading youngsters and chic people walking lapdogs. The reality is a cheap 
market with special offers including "kick me for $1"', or have a "doctor" assess you to get you a 
prescription for medical weed, which makes cheap t-shirts with dodgy slogans seem the best 
option for a memento. Shame.  
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“Not worth it” 
Reviewed April 15, 2013  

Decided to take an afternoon adventure to Venice Beach while in the area visiting colleges with 
my Senior. Bad idea! It was a druggy paradise. Reeked of marijuana and there were so many 
people high and stumbling around. Not at all what I thought it would be. We stood to watch the 
skills of the skateboarders until someone higher than a kite stood next to us screaming 
obscenities at them. Won't go back again. We will stay at the beaches south of Venice. Much 
nicer!!  

“Ewww” 
Reviewed April 8, 2013 via mobile  

I am not an overprotective parent, I am cool with dirt and torn pants, but I wouldn't let my kid 
run too far ahead or go onto the beach. The pot (and who knows what else) were too close for 
comfort. We left and went to another beach to play.  
However, breakfast at the Sidewalk Cafe was epic. The morning burrito and Venice potatoes 
are worth nearly getting high from second-hand smoke.  

“Beautiful beach but seedy people” 
Reviewed April 8, 2013  

Went to Venice Beach to see what I've heard all about. The beach is beautiful and has alot of 
area to stroll the beach. Parking was hard, as in all of LA, so we parked in a parking garage near 
apartments and walked along the path. Lots of homeless people hanging out and did not feel 
safe in many areas. Well, I can say I was there; but would not go back. There are too many 
other nice beaches to visit in CA.  

Visited October 2012 
Very Interesting place to visit” 
Reviewed April 8, 2013 via mobile  

Beach is very nice and ocean front walk has a lot of shops and street performers. Lots to see but 
can be lots of people on the weekend. Just be careful as there are a lot of homeless and they are 
trying to get money from you. Best to visit during the day. But there are also lots of night clubs 
if you want to be out at night. I personally prefer Santa Monica beach and pier which are just 
minutes away.  

Visited April 2013 
Full of homeless and pot” 
Reviewed April 2, 2013  

I was taken to Venice Beach by someone who had previously visited here many years ago with 
his children. My first impression of the beach area was not good as I felt unsafe by cyclists 
using the boardwalk, groups of homeless people hanging around and the smell of pot being 
used regularly. This together with some very strange people just made it feel like a place where 
I would want my children to be unsupervised. The beach itself seemed great being relatively 
clean, but the many street sellers and run down shops didnt make me want to go back. 
Although there were some glimmers of talent in the items for sale, many were just desperate 
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attempts to earn a dollar or two. When we walked to the end of Venice Beach towards Santa 
Monica, it was clearly evident where one ended and the other started. Although there were 
police around I didnt feel particularly safe and would choose to go elsewhere.  

“what a strange place.” 
Reviewed March 31, 2013 via mobile  

don't bother looking for street parking. parking will cost you $15-20. don't eat the food they sell 
around here..worst food I've ever eaten. its really over crowded. bathrooms are dirty with pee 
all over the toilet seat. people here are 420 friendly so don't be surprised if you smell a lot of 
weed! alot of pipe shops and regular shops. a lot of people asking for money or weed. there's a 
ton of weird people walking around. visit the frekshow. for $5 you'll see 2 headed animals, 
bearded lady, wolf man, smallest woman, electric woman and a man who swallows a sword, 
and a Man who was his whole face pierced. the jumping pog fred street performance is very 
cool, a must see! he was on the guiness book of records. we also saw some street dancers but 
they literally FORCED some girl to join into one of their stunts. she was pulling away and 
telling the Guy to stop and he dragged her. they also almost force u to give them money. they 
will put u on the spot and if u say u don't have cash, they'll tell u to go to the ATM which is 
behind. very rude! avoid if possible. overall the 2 performances where the highlight of Venice: 
jumping Fred & the freakshow other than that its like whatever. p.s the hotels around here are 
wayy too expensive and not that great. please eat before coming to Venice unless u wanna get 
sick!  

Dirty with "colorful people"” 
Reviewed March 28, 2013  

This is not a place I would encourage people to go to with young children. It's a rather sad place 
filled with a huge population of transient/homeless population. The sidewalks were filthy and 
the beach area was dirty as well. If you are looking for colorful people watching this is definitely 
your place. If you are searching for a nicer beach, Santa Monica is a short walk down the beach.  

“Disappointed. I guess the freaks really do only come out at night.” 
Reviewed March 22, 2013  

My wife and I walked along Venice Beach on a weekday and were hoping it would be a little 
more freaky. It has the fun corner shops selling touristy shirts and sunglasses. There are also 
many medicinal marijuana shops along the path if you are feeling ill. Not a place to take your 
children. We love street performers but the only people on the street were guys handing out 
their bootleg rap CDs. We passed by Muscle Beach and Skate Park and neither had any action. 
We did get to watch a shoe commercial being filmed but anyone can tell you that filming is a 
tedious process with lots of standing around. If my wife and I were alone and it was at night, I 
am hoping it would be more lively.  

“Really nothing special about Venice Beach” 
Reviewed March 18, 2013  

I took my family there to visit what I heard was a neat place. It is so worn down looking and it 
gets old the people with the "Got Pot?" signs. It is also very crowded on the board walk but the 
actual beach and view was nice. I would not be comfortable bringing my family there at night  
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“Raffish and unchanged” 
Reviewed March 16, 2013  

My wife and I walked down to Venice Beach along the boardwalk from our hotel in Santa 
Monica. The walk was pleasant. But Venice Beach, unfortunately, was not. I was there once 
twenty five years ago and she was there just after that. It has not changed--a long string of 
homeless and near homeless plying their limited skills' based products to an unwilling public. 
Across the boardwalk from them is a seemingly endless string of cheap restaurants and 
souvenir stands. This is what I remembered from years ago and it has not changed.  
 
There may be nice places in Venice--the boardwalk is not one of them. 

“Disgusting” 
Reviewed March 5, 2013  

The thought of Venice is great. Sun, woman, bike path, ocean. Then the reality hits you, this 
place is disgusting for horrible drug addicts and dirtbags who bother you every second and 
nobody seems to care.  

Visited March 2013 
Lost in the 60's” 
Reviewed March 3, 2013 via mobile  

From blatant pot smokers to vagabonds to bums, this place has gone down hill. Most sidewalk 
vendors are pushing junk. They seem content to take up space & smoke weed with their 
neighbors. Was very surprised to see a Green Doctor location on the boardwalk. They were 
offering medical marijuana prescription testing for $40. I questioned one of the staff who was 
high as a kite. It was comical. The highlight of the area was the skateboard park. It was very 
nice, on the beach, and well used. Some of those guys are awesome. Not going back there 
unless I need to get a prescription! Lol!  

“nearly killed me” 
Reviewed March 2, 2013  

My 2 days in Venice Beach when in LA for work nearly killed me - and this is a compliment. 
Probably wouldn't recommend it if you actually need to do any work but so much better than 
the soulless business hotels in soulless business area I usually have to stay in. 

“The beach” 
Reviewed February 24, 2013  

A bit like Blackpool. Disappointed at the tacky stuff that was on sale.needed tobe more local 
crafts.  

Not my style” 
Reviewed February 21, 2013  

I believe it depends on where you come from as to whether Venice beach is going to impress or 
not. I come from Sydney, Australia; a city of 80+ beaches. Our iconic Sydney beach is Bondi. 
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It's urban, in your face and not particularly spectacular when compared to the remainder of 
Sydney beaches - and that said, Sydney beaches pale in comparison with the rest of the 
country. 
 
I left Venice Beach feeling the same thing. It represents LA very well. It's brash, in your face 
and urban. It's a compulsory visit for anyone new to LA, but keeping in mind there are much 
better Californian beaches heading either north of south from Venice Beach. It's not 
particularly pretty. 
 
The beach seemed to have one of the larger collections medicinal marijuana stores. It helped 
the beach feel detached from what international visitors believe a clean Californian life to be. 
The food available on the beach is mediocre. I had to search for over 30 minutes to find a 
healthy alternative to the large selection of random fried, barely edible assortments. In part, 
walking along the beach felt more like I was visiting a run down amusement park than a beach. 
 
Once I drove further north and noted how beautiful the Californian coast is, I couldn't 
understand why Venice beach is so loved. 

Unsafe marijuana den! Oh and don't forget the constant begging from homeless people.” 
Reviewed February 21, 2013 via mobile  

Hired some bikes for a reasonable price and took off along the beach for some sightseeing, 
being approached by person after person trying to sell us all types of drugs or beg us for money 
for Fake charity's really spoils the experience.  
On the plus side the beach and board walk was awesome, the boardwalk is right on the beach 
and all very flat for an easy ride.  

What a variety” 
Reviewed February 20, 2013  

You can definitely go people watching at this beach. There is a nice boardwalk that is close to 
the beach and another next to the stores. There are a lot of areas to eat at, whether you want a 
full meal or just a snack. Beware of all of the "medical solicitors".  

“Scary & unsafe on rainy days...” 
Reviewed February 15, 2013  

If it is raining or cloudy on the day you plan to visit, I highly suggest you change your plans and 
do not visit. The walkways is dirty and the shops lining it are of no real value (unless you like 
cheap T-shirts and drug paraphernalia). I'm sure it would feel much safer on a sunny day, as I 
hear it is crowded and full of tourists, but on the rainy day we visited (we were on a tour bus 
which had a designated stop here) there were no tourists or friendly people to be seen, only 
homeless and degenerate people who ask if you would like to buy illegal substances... Definitely 
not worth the visit.  

Dirty” 
Reviewed February 11, 2013  
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There are rows of shops an vendors lining the walkway. They are all selling the same crappy t-
shirts and stuff, There were homeless people everywhere. We walked a bit (15 minutes or so) 
but left because we really didn't feel safe  

Visited February 2013 
YIKES” 
Reviewed February 11, 2013  

I used to love to walk along Venice Beach. It's still entertaining...for a few minutes... Being 
accosted by medical marijuana hawkers isn't my idea of a good time. Still good people 
watching.  

Visited February 2013 
“Southern California's BEST people-watching beach!” 
Reviewed February 8, 2013  

This beach has a huge selection of shops, restaurants, and a ton of people & street performers 
to watch! I cannot recommend this place to families with children, due to the homeless people, 
unusual personalities & the attire of some. However, this a unique beach to visit for anyone 
else.  

“Annoying!” 
Reviewed January 28, 2013  

If you want to see a beautiful vista and a pristine beach, this is not the place. If you want to see 
a carnival of derelicts, weirdos and left over hippies from the 60s and be hustled to by drugs 
you might like it. To me, it's a MUST TO AVOID! 

“Disappointed!” 
Reviewed January 23, 2013 via mobile  

Let me start with the good. The beach itself is beautiful. The atmosphere is live. People of all 
cultures, ages and styles. Its a shame. One of the most famous beaches on earth is littered with 
peddlers of an illegal manner. I have never felt so uncomfortable in my life. Upset as well. It 
only took 1.5 hours to find parking. Then to see that. It was just a big letdown. My 
opinion..avoid it. Besides santa monica is where its at.  

Once is worth it” 
Reviewed January 21, 2013  

Had to visit Venice Beach while in LA to see if it compared to t.v. It was an eclectic experience 
but worth it. Parking was very difficult to find. The beach was beautiful. The playground looked 
clean and fun. We enjoyed the performers, the people walking the boardwalk and the vendors. 
There's a nice bookstore on the boardwalk.We didn't like the medical marijuana hawkers (did I 
really look like I needed a medical marijuana card?). Wait to use the bathroom elsewhere. 
The atmosphere was fun and high energy. Great to see during the day.  

“It is what it is..” 
Reviewed January 11, 2013  
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Within two minutes of getting out of our car we were hustled into buying burnt cds from 
"musicians" and the smell of weed in the area. There is the typical tourist shirt sellers and 
useless markets along the strip of run down 1950's spanish art deco buildings. To me this 
wasn't seedy, it was actually pleasant to see something that isn't so LA fake.  
Being from Oz - I am spoilt for choice for beautiful beaches and was actually surprised to see 
Venice Beach (the actual beach) was pretty and can see the attraction in the summer time. 
Unfortunately we were there in the middle of winter but it was still pretty cool to see the surfers 
and lifeguard towers (insert Baywatch theme music here) real white sand and not crushed 
shelly sand. Step away from the beach and there is the hang out of a skate park just for some 
'culture" and local buskers. Yes the toilets were gross and the some of the characters made me 
very slightly uneasy. But it is what it is.  

Yuck!!” 
Reviewed January 10, 2013  

Unless you need a marijuana card or are looking for tattoo inspirations or just need to say "I 
was here", skip it. Homeless people who are mostly strung out line the beaches and boardwalk. 
It didn't look like the pictures I was before we went there.  

“Grubby” 
Reviewed January 9, 2013  

The trashier end of the beaches. We rode to here from Santa Monica Pier. Though it is only a 
ten minute ride......it almost like crossing into a new country. This end of the beach is a lot 
more cosmopolitan-esque with street stalls and a lot of shady characters. During the day it feels 
nice and safe....I dare say a different world come night fall.  

“Dirtiest beach I have seen” 
Reviewed January 2, 2013 via mobile  

Super-dirty beach, not for tourists who are not used to LA beaches. The whole beach and 
shopping area looked shady and unimpressive.. Will never go back!!  

“Not tourist friendly” 
Reviewed December 30, 2012  

My 19-year-old son was bitten by a pit bull on the street that parallels that beach. Police were 
not very concerned - dispatcher said we had to wait there for an indeterminate amount of time 
until someone came to take a report - while the dog was meandering with his belligerent owner 
toward the beach and tons of families with small children. We eventually walked to the beach 
and flagged down a police car, equally unalarmed about the situation. Got a lifeguard to clean 
and bandage the wounds. Unbelievable. Go to Santa Monica instead - higher quality all the way 
around, not to mention safer.  

Tacky” 
Reviewed December 24, 2012 via mobile  

You might enjoy the bohemian side of LA but it doesn't feel very authentic. Lots of pan 
handlers and people pushing everything from marijuana to CDs in your face. It's probably 
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worth seeing once but it is not somewhere to spend more than a couple of hours. A tacky 
tourist trap is how I would sum it up.  

Pretty average in Winter” 
Reviewed December 7, 2012 via mobile  

We went Nov 28, 2012, it was pretty average, shops were shut & nothing was happening, just a 
lot of homeless people. 
 
We went back to Santa Monica beach & enjoyed wandering around the shops at the 3rd St 
Promenade  

“Clean beach but a bit cheap.” 
Reviewed December 5, 2012 via mobile  

The beach itself was nice, but walking around the shops you do get hassled a lot by people 
trying to sell you CDs or marijuana (it's legal in California). The shops are quite cheap, poor 
quality t shirts etc. It's more laid back than Santa Monica, but I felt a bit grimier too. You can 
walk along the beach to Santa Monica in about 45mins, or the coastal path in about an hour 
ans a half which is a nice walk and provides an interesting comparison between the two places.  

Disappointing” 
Reviewed December 3, 2012 via mobile  

No glamour, nice cafes or anything, just a place for people looking for "medicine marijuana". 
Not even worth the time to people watch. Interesting to see middle age people skateboarding 
nonetheless.  

“Disappointed” 
Reviewed November 30, 2012  

The beach in all the movies and tv shows, the one everyone says you must visit. 
 
No. Don't do it. 
 
It's a dump. Absolutely horrible.  
 
Go to Santa Monica beach which is just a short walk away. 
 
Venice Beach is disgustingly dirty and full of old beaten up tin shops selling nasty things. It 
looks like a third world country, not LA.  

Visited July 2012 
Don't Waste Your Time” 
Reviewed November 23, 2012  

Couldn't come LA and not stop by the legendary Venice Beach, or so we thought. Took our 
teenage daughters with a realistic idea of what to expect. Never felt unsafe but it really is just a 
filthy, urine soaked beach experience. If you want to watch people living with addiction, mental 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps


112 
 

illness and homelessness then this is for you. Plenty of people sleeping on the grass and 
benches, man barely able to walk while urinating in the middle of the park at 11 am, plenty of 
opportunity to see the "Doctor" for weed and buy from tourist shops. Graffiti area had some 
great art and the skate boarders drew a crowd. During our visit, the harsh reality of Venice 
Beach outweighed any of the "entertainment" aspect. There are so many other spots to see in 
this region, save your time and parking money and pass on this.  

Visited November 2012 
EIris1983 
Sheffield, United Kingdom  
Amex Traveler  
Top Contributor 

58 reviews  

13 attraction reviews  

Reviews in 18 cities  

35 helpful votes  
“Where the Tramps Live” 
Reviewed November 22, 2012  

I was very disappointed by Venice, as soon as we got out of the car there were dodgy looking 
people walking about and i felt like i was going to get mugged. We walked onto the beach front 
where about 50 tramps has set up camp and there were people dealing drugs on the 
pavements, we stayed here 5 minuted and ran back to the car. It's such a shame as the place 
could be lovely.  

Was, Is and Likely Always Will be a Collection of Freaks & Tourists” 
Reviewed November 17, 2012  

Not necessarily a bad thing. Definitely the best concentration of people watching on the planet 
earth. Somewhere, buried deep in the sand in the center of venice is a giant freak magnate. A 
definite must visit for adult tourists looking to see this part of LA culture and history. Tons of 
street performers, pot shops, self appointed profits, hippies, etc. All of it is in your face and 
immersive. Again, really cool if you are OK with this or looking for it. If you show up with your 
10 and 12 year old, it can get pretty offensive and depressing pretty quickly. My advice is to 
keep the kids away/ 

“Pot and potty troubles” 
Reviewed November 16, 2012 via mobile  

So I take my family there looking for the California experience. Walking down the boardwalk 
we get booth after booth of drug dealers. Walking towards the beach, wanting to change clothes 
and use the restroom, the wait in line was easily an hour. Then to get to the beach you have to 
crossover a bike path with no traffic control (yes we had a bike/person accident). The beach 
itself is fine, the task of getting there is not family friendly at all.  

The beach itself is nice, but the area is run down.” 
Reviewed November 16, 2012  
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Venice beach and its surrounds are run down, it doesn't look like they have maintained the 
area for years, you can literally see a line in the road, where one municipal ends, as one side is 
all cracked up, while the other side has new tar seal. Apparently they are also looked after by 
different police precincts, which also shows. A lot of homeless can be seen in this area and we 
were told not to wander down this way at night as it could be unsafe. It was not a pleasant site 
to see homeless people sorting through garbage bins for food.  

“Different scene” 
Reviewed November 6, 2012  

This is not your average boardwalk. Okay beach, allot of tourists, many gift shops, boys 
working out on the beach some in their interesting outfits, and of course.... the doctor is almost 
always in.... Seems like many homeless are selling along the boardwalk too. Very entertaining 
area that reminds me of a smaller P-town on Cape Cod.  

Visited September 2012 
“People watching all day long” 
Reviewed November 5, 2012  

You will find the most eclectic people here. If you enjoy people watching than this is the place 
for you. Beware of the scammers who are pawning their CDs for sale. Beach is massive and 
there are things to see and do aside from sunbathing. 

“Nice beach but full of ugly people!” 
Reviewed November 5, 2012  

There are so many bums on the board walks that it make strolling along Venice Beach a very 
unpleasant experience. We finally found a small Italian restaurant " Casa Ado" on Washington 
Bl., one block away from the beach, it saved the day! The food was delicious and the service 
super nice!  

Visited November 2012 
“Getting dumpier every year, but still you don't have to buy any, just inhale.” 
Reviewed November 2, 2012  

Expect loonies and funsters and avoid the wkend crowds. Come here periodically when you 
need relief from Santa Monica. Dumpy is not always bad.  

Visited October 2012 
What a dump!” 
Reviewed October 21, 2012  

Venice Beach is a run-down, disgusting ghetto. We'd visited Santa Monica earlier in the day 
which was clean and charming. In contract, we felt unsafe in Venice Beach. We will never 
return to this horrible place.  

“The shopping area by the beach has lots of beggars” 
Reviewed October 17, 2012  
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It's worth walking through for the experience only but venture back a block to see the canals 
that are featured I valentines day they are beautiful.  

Visited September 2012 
“The Green Doctor” 
Reviewed October 2, 2012  

You like it or you hate it! Meet the craziest of folk - the dope heads and the sane. Beautiful 
beach, grass, palms, bikes people doing their own stuff. Must be a problem keeping the kids 
sober with such free access. Have to see, don't have to do.  

“Hippie Heaven” 
Reviewed September 26, 2012  

Venice Beach is a blast. The vibe here is quirky/artsy/hippie and acts as a stark contrast to 
neighboring Santa Monica beach. Everything is just a little bit more fun here. I was approached 
by one of the representatives from the "Green Doctors" who evaluate you for medical 
marijuana. They were a riot, and made it pretty clear that it doesn't take much to get a positive 
evaluation. I took one of their business cards as a unique souvenir.  

“A totally unique experience” 
Reviewed September 24, 2012  

Like nowhere I have ever been before. 
Beautiful beach, very large area. Parking nearby was very expensive at 15 dollars. A very 
alternative scene, lots of tattoos body piercings. Tonnes of takeaway food places, music playing 
from shops, outdoor muscle gym like you see in the movies :) people dancing on skates, some 
guy playing golf, marijuana sold legally..it's all going on at this place. 
I enjoyed the experience and atmosphere but I would add that it's also a place that you tend to 
guard your purse a ill bit closer as the vibe can feel a bit shady at times. 
Kept your wits about you though and you will have a fab time.  

Completely mad” 
Reviewed September 23, 2012  

Venice Beach is completely mad but not to be missed! It's not for the faint hearted, as there are 
some really 'intersesting' people, but it's great entertainment. The beach is great bu it's the 
people watching that Venice is about. The only downside is the number of homeless and clearly 
disturbed people in the land of plenty! But it is a great snapshot on the way other people live. 
Don't do it alone after dark!  

“Never expected this...” 
Reviewed September 20, 2012  

The beach is clean, thats about the only good thing about the Venecian beach. There are lots 
and lots of homeless people, filthy stores and a lot of bad smell. I took a bath in the ocean and 
walked a fast walk to the Santa Monika Pier  

“Disappointed” 
Reviewed September 17, 2012  
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I really thought that Venice Beach would have more going for it than it did, but I was sorely 
disappointed. Maybe it's because I was there at night, but I found it to be filthy, tacky and felt a 
bit uneasy just being there. It reminded me a lot of Coney Island. Maybe back in the day it was 
worth it, but that was a long time ago. If you have kids, drive down to the Santa Monica Pier or 
if you're looking for a fun place on the beach with shops and such, head to Manhattan Beach.  

“Not sure about this place” 
Reviewed September 11, 2012  

Maybe its because the tour we were on took us there so early but the place was full of homeless 
people and it was actually really sad. The beach itself is lovely and it was great to see people 
surfing but I felt a little nervous walking the promenade, and I was surprised how dirty the 
place was. I felt a bit let down, it wasnt quite the sunny, cheery place I have seen on TV.  

Venice Beach” 
Reviewed September 9, 2012  

Due to LA traffic, we arrived to see the sunset. We took a quick walk & watch the 
skateboarders. Looked at some of the art. I REALLY wish we could have seen it during the day 
... we just ran out of time during our stay. I looks like it's probably really cool during the day. 
When sunsets ... leave. We walked back by the boardwalk .. and it got pretty dark .. and I have 
to say, even my husband wasn't comfortable having me & the 2 kids walking in the area. A 
must during the day ... a DO NOT at night 

Hmm...” 
Reviewed September 5, 2012  

Visited one evening to watch the sun go down but generally was disappointed... not many 
places suitable to eat and drink for us as a family and lots of drunks, junkies and hobos hanging 
about which did nothing to make us feel like staying for any longer.  

filthy place” 
Reviewed September 5, 2012  

I don't recommend this place for people with children it's a scary and filthy place a lot of 
hippies and homeless and thieves your should watch your self all the time.. a hippie gave me a 
finger sign because I was trying to read his sign (he wrote on it give me $1 for a beer) the 
parking smells really bad like people were urinate in the parking lane beside it was really 
expensive to park in such a place like that don't go there wearing pretty clothes or big handbags 
and don't go alone NEVER  

not for everyone” 
Reviewed September 3, 2012  

Faint of heart stay away. As mentioned in other reviews, Venice Beach is full of tacky tourist 
traps and drug addicts. But it is also a fun place to walk, bike ride, skate, and most of all, people 
watch. Common sense dictates that you exercise caution, but it really is an entertaining place to 
visit. I especially enjoyed watching the kids in the skate park - some of them are really talented!  

“a bit tacky” 
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Reviewed September 2, 2012  

I was really looking forward to this place but its living on its past glories. The shops are a bit 
tacky, lots of medical marujuana shops. Sitting down to eat is not easy- not many places on the 
main strip & they were packed. 
Quite a lot of drunks lying about. The houses and canals are worth a quick look at. The beach is 
OK, Santa Monica is nicer. As for the muscle beach, not much going on there- there is a gym 
which was pretty empty, and some free equipment we had a play on. If you want a rude t-shirt 
its good place to go. if you only have a day, go to Santa Monica instead.  

“Not for everyone” 
Reviewed August 29, 2012  

I love Venice beach but wouldn't bring my mom here. Lots of homeless peeps, pot smell 
everywhere, and bizarre shops. If you want a more honest look at Los Angeles, this is the place 
to go, but not very family friendly.  

Reviewed August 21, 2012  

It was a tourist hotspot and we were told by friends and family it was something to see. There 
were a lot of shops and a lot of medicinal marijuana storefronts with "doctors" readily available 
to determine if you were eligible to have the medicine. There was a strong smell of marijuana 
all around and a lot of drug paraphernalia shops. Some sketchy characters but overall it was 
something to see and the beach was nice. There was a police presence which makes you 
wonder.  

“Don't expect pretty all around” 
Reviewed August 20, 2012  

V.B. is the place where all the surburenites, homeless, crazy, down trodden and young people 
who are rebelling against their parents all converge. Back in the day, it was a place for artists, 
of all types and surfers could live in harmony. Now, it's just too many people, kids, and tourists 
(o the wkends.) During the week, it's nice to take a stroll or a bike ride down the pathway.  

It's an EXPERIENCE to say the least” 
Reviewed August 16, 2012  

I've always loved Venice. It's a great escape for the day....BUT 
 
The beach is filthy so I'd probably go hang in SM instead. The little shops are fun but they 
mostly carry the same thing. The artists now need permits and such so all the interesting ones 
have moved on. IF you like WEED, it's everywhere. If you're bringing your kids, be prepared to 
explain why there's so much WEED everywhere.  
 
All and all- the sun is great, the sea air is amazing, there is a lot of interesting history (take a 
tour), the people are crazy and fun and scary all at the same time...it's Venice! Take it for what 
it's worth and keep an eye on your wallet.  

Not for our family” 
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Reviewed August 13, 2012 via mobile  

What a shame, Venice Beach has so much going for it. The sand, palm trees, big rollers coming 
in from the Pacific. Early In the morning it looks great. 
 
However, we could not stay long because my daughter was complete freaked out by the 
homeless people and drug users. Shouting, arguing with themselves, trying to sell you used 
hats, asking to finish your juice. She clung on me like her life depended on it. Even my wife was 
uncomfortable. We thought San Francisco had a lot of homeless people, but Venice beach 
seems to have a higher concentration of them, also a higher concentration of obvious drug 
users. 
 
So my advice is if you have a family with children, perhaps park the car for a few minutes, take 
pictures and leave for somewhere else.  

Not for everyone” 
Reviewed August 11, 2012  

Homeless? yes... Junkies? yes lots of them... Dealers? may be... 
These are somethings you might find within the 10 blocks of tourism in Venice. And something 
you will not find? Easy parking for sure. We got our first american ticket here. 
Do not misunderstand me, I stayed there for 2 nights... it was fun, I mean all those colorful and 
different crazy people around, music in the streets, art, skaters everywhere, its just something 
you want to see. 
My only tip is avoid it if you are traveling with your family, and in any case be aware of the 
whole ¨picture¨  

“Extremely Disappointed” 
Reviewed August 10, 2012  

Every time we vacation in California, we miss Venice Beach. This year we finally visited and it's 
definitely not as beautiful as it is in the movies! The "green" doctors practice here, many of 
them, so there is drug paraphernalia everywhere. Every other shop is a drug shop and the smell 
of marijuana wreaks the area. Above the shops are apartments where people are high and 
openly passing joints. On the news when there are discussions whether to legalize marijuana, 
just walk along these sidewalks and imagine your town becoming "this". Its dirty and there are 
police cars in the area but they seem to keep their distance. I can't tell you how many times my 
son was offered pot. Unless you are into this, don't waste your time and especially do not bring 
small children.  

“Venice scum!!” 
Reviewed August 9, 2012  

It's disturbing at Venice beach between all the (medical pot outlets) and the crazy homeless 
howling like crazed dogs or burnouts asking for Nuggy"s. It like the city drops off all the 
homeless nuts at the beach. And taking a girl, NOT, it freaked her out. I can Wupp most them 
fools down there it does not freak me out and I live in Hollywood so I'm use to A-holes but stay 
away; Go to either side of Venice, Marina Del Rey or Santa monica or Malibu for a relaxing 
stress free day and no one bothering you with a the solicitors and Prison inmates.  
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“A great beach to visit during the daytime.” 
Reviewed August 6, 2012  

Venice beach is a beautiful area with lots of small shops and street stalls. The "beach bums" 
who live in the area make a living by fishing, making arts and crafts, or panhandling. You will 
see a large population of homeless by choice people in the area, and if that doesn't sound fun, 
perhaps you should go somewhere like Malibu. Most of the shops close at sunset, and the 
population of homeless becomes more dominant.  
 
If you go there, you should definitely check out the skate park, where you can watch some 
decent skateboarders and beginners alike.  
 
If you are going for a swim or beach sports, remember that the water is cold! Dive in head first.  

“Venice beach - ugly and dissapointing” 
Reviewed July 25, 2012  

If you decide on a trip to Venice Beach, get ready for a really ugly piece of California. If you are 
into body piercings or tattoo's however this is the place for you!. The skateboard park is good 
and worthwhile looking at the see the amazing local skateboarders in action. As for the walk 
along the 'shop's at the beach front - don't bother. Keep driving north on 1 to Santa Monica 
where it is beautiful, clean and classy.  

Not for families.” 
Reviewed July 24, 2012 via mobile  

We were stuck in traffic for over an hour getting there and paid $25 to park to wait 30 minutes 
in line for a bathroom. We were dressed up for a party later and WE were the freaks on Venice 
Beach. We walked less than a 100 feet down the strip and bugged out. There were plenty of 
uncomfortable comments about my wife and kids and lots of pot pushing people with business 
cards. It was Sunday afternoon which certainly contributed to the crowds.  

Money and time better spent elsewhere.” 
Reviewed July 23, 2012  

I was born and raised in Venice in the 1950's thru the 60's. I spent all my teen years either at 
Venice or Santa Monica beaches. They were wonderful places to explore and play in. Not today. 
Venice Beach is a zoo inhabited by junkies, lunatics, gangs, transients and tourists. It's not the 
cleanest place in the world either. When I was growing up, you never saw a cop. Didn't need 
one. Today the beach and boardwalk in Venice is heavily patrolled so that the knucklehead 
tourists who believe all they hype can make it out safely with their lives and property. You like 
beaches. Try Redondo, Manhattan, Hermosa, Malibu and Santa Monica, north of the pier. 
Trust me. By the way, wait until you see what they charge you to park at or near Venice Beach. 
Better visit the ATM first.  

“venice beach” 
Reviewed July 21, 2012  
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Venice beach has gotten pretty scummy. Go for the canals and people watching. I wouldn't stay 
after dark. 

“Dirty Boardwalk” 
Reviewed July 21, 2012  

On vacation so of course everyone thought they had to see Venice Beach, what a 
dissappointment. Boardwalk is filthy, beaches are littered, bathrooms are disgusting lots of 
innapropriate words for young children. Would not recommend this for anyone, unless they 
had a strong desire just to say you have been there. Also plan on spending $25.00 a day to 
park.  

“Not What We Expected” 
Reviewed July 15, 2012 via mobile  

Beach very nice but everything else is run down and dirty the broadwalk is filled with homeless 
people shouting and swearing at each other it was very off putting  
It's such a shame that such a nice place has become very rough would not go again 

Venice Beach - you MUST experience it!” 
Reviewed July 10, 2012  

If you are a people watcher, you MUST not miss a walk on Venice Beach. Weekends are 
crowded, so if you can go during the week, you will likely enjoy it more. We rented bikes and 
biked all the way down the beach to Santa Monica, the bike sidewalks are great but watch out 
for roller bladers. There are amazing gymnists performing for tips, an outdoor gym (muscle 
beach), shops and eateries all along the boardwalk. Just keep your kids under your watchful 
eye, as there are ALL sorts of people hanging out here and be sure not to touch anything if you 
use the public restrooms! Every time we visit the Los Angeles area, we visit Venice Beach - I'm 
not even kidding. Always something interesting happening to talk about later!!  

“What happened” 
Reviewed July 10, 2012  

It's been about 13 yrs. since I last went to VB I loved it back then but it was a bit of a 
disappointment now. Way to many homeless beggers on the walk now. Marijuna shops dot the 
store fronts, feels much more seedy and gritty than before. It seem to have lost it's energy. I 
would not recommed this for anything but a quick walk by in the early afternoon  

Gotta See Venice” 
Reviewed July 8, 2012  

Well .... Venice has some of the most entertaining, interesting, odd people to watch. Its fun to 
see the skateboard park, mini tennis courts and street performers. A real mixture of shops, bars 
and cafes. Keep your eyes open and hand on your wallet. Lots of folks touting the benefits of 
the "herb" and smoking it too. Lots of requests for $$$ from various peoples. Quite wacky and 
probably not for the very young. It's a must see.  

“Dirty” 
Reviewed June 22, 2012  
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A waste of my time. It was so dirty and poor. Had to leave a store because it stink so bad.  

“Fine, nothing special” 
Reviewed June 19, 2012  

Growing up in FL, a beach is a beach, unless its extraordinary. This is fine, but the boardwalk is 
totally a tourist trap. We had brunch at a restaurant facing the beach  

“Very unique!” 
Reviewed June 19, 2012  

Venice Beach is a really unique place. The beach doesn't boast of any exquisite vistas as such 
but it is a very interesting place to go to. It is a great place to buy knickknacks and souvenirs - 
hilarious t-shirts, hats, jewelry, flip flops etc. And if gluttony is your thing, there are a few 
places for dessert (a la fried oreo and ice cream)... definitely recommend the funnel cake. There 
are also a bunch of nice places to eat around that area. The thing that irritates most people is 
the bunch of marijuana dispensaries there and how they try to woo you in not the most subtle 
of ways. Additionally, the beach attracts a slightly hippie crowd which may get a little 
overwhelming. So you definitely need to be careful. I won't suggest going to the beach at night.  
 
All in all, I'd give Venice Beach a 3.5.. it is definitely above average but it is not for everyone. I 
have taken family and friends visiting us and they have enjoyed the experience.  

“Don't take your children here!” 
Reviewed June 16, 2012  

I was so disappointed at the condition of this beach, and boardwalk. The homeless have taken 
it over and are just camped out everywhere you look, watch where you step at the sand because 
you might step someone. Its very sad. But also very scary due to the bums being aggressive and 
angry with each other and stangers. There are marijuana stands with people pretending to be 
nurses trying to get you to come in for a 40$ marijuana evaluation. We went on a Sunday , 
can't imagine how bad it is at night. The city of LA needs to do something about this place. As 
we walked out of the venice beach area to Santa Monica it was like leaving hell and entering the 
land of white sand, beautiful kites and smiling people. Stay in Santa Monica.  

“Stay away!!!” 
Reviewed June 9, 2012  

After seeing this spot from the East Coast for 40+ years, we thought we would like to see it for 
ourselves. What a mistake! This place has morphed in to nothing more than a filthy, open-air 
drug market. It is no longer the 'eccentric' California beach scene. It's just nasty.  

“Smelly bums...enough said...” 
Reviewed May 26, 2012  

It's just terrible. Some rays of sunshine include surfing and some great looking beaches, but 
anything more inland than where the seaweed comes to shore is disgusting. 
 
Plenty of homeless people living off the tourists and not giving a hoot, smelly, dirty, and 
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somehow that level of hygiene has slowly started to work its way into the common goes. It's 
becoming the new normal. Not the American image, not the human image, just a scary place to 
avoid if you're there on a vacation.  
 
Santa Monica is unbelievably better!  

“Dirty filthy scary place” 
Reviewed May 24, 2012  

This is our second visit to Venice beach with the first being about five years ago when the 
"strip" was full of eccentrics. Now it's full of homeless people that have taken over this once 
"must visit" spot. 
There were at least three Marijuana Doctors with hippy type touts handing out cards to passers 
by. We are pretty sure we saw some harder drugs change hands also. 
Stay well away...If you want to see the muscle beach area walk a mile or so down to Santa 
Monica, it's so much nicer.  

“Poor... So poor” 
Reviewed May 19, 2012 via mobile  

Remember all you saw on those movies? Now forget it... Venice cannot be considered a tourist 
trap 'cause it's so decadent it cannot live up to it's alter ego (what we all know from movies) 

The new skid row” 
Reviewed May 12, 2012 via mobile  

Beach area looks long neglected. Smells like a public toilet. Was not brave enough to eat along 
the sea front. Homeless outnumber visitors. Still you got to see it for yourself, just to say you've 
been there 

“Freaks everywhere” 
Reviewed May 9, 2012 via mobile  

Hold on to your kid. Don't walk down the side streets.what ever you see on the movies about 
this place its TRUE. 
homeless bums everywhere 
stay away from the green doctor. 
 
The bike ride from Santa Monica is enjoyable  

For the homeless, the hippy, and of course the pothead” 
Reviewed May 5, 2012  

A beach for the homeless, the hippy, and of course the pothead. 
 
There were some vendors showing off some cool artwork, so that part is ok. I did not see the 
muscle-bound guys, though. 
 
This still earns a 2 star for some of the interesting art you will see there. They make art out of 
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anything it seems. Cans, bottles, and junk. I like that type of art. 
 
The skateboarders are totaly annoying!  

“Filthy, full of homeless and dirty hippies! Just repulsive.” 
Reviewed May 4, 2012  

I thought this would be a modern artistic area, I'ts not, it's just hundreds of homeless, dirty 
hippies and potheads. The beach is full of rubbish, there is no way I would ever walk on that 
sand without shoes!  
All the food establishments looked dirty. I did not dare leave my hostel after dusk. It's just a 
very sleazy area. 
 
This area could be so nice. It's a shame the council doesn't do anything to fix it up. A lot of 
tourists come here, I bet most of them are as shocked as I was.  

Visited May 2012 
“Sleazy” 
Reviewed May 1, 2012  

Went there expecting entertaining sights but it was nothing short of dirty and sleazy. Thought 
we would get lunch but only dirty looking burger bars.Would not go there again.  

“Interesting, but not interesting enough for another visit” 
Reviewed April 26, 2012  

We visited Venice Beach on April 20 (4-20), which as it turns out is a rather auspicious day. 
Between the man wearing a majiauana inspired, green suit and the hustlers working the 
boardwalk for the medical clinics, we couldn't tell much about what a "normal" day on the 
boardwalk might be like. Still, the clinics are there all the time, whether it's majiauana 
appreciation day or not, so Venice Beach probably isn't the place for those who are easily 
offended. The people watching is not to be beat, but the beach and the boardwalk at Santa 
Monica are more to my liking 

Not Worth The Trip” 
Reviewed April 25, 2012  

The beach water here like most LA beaches is very dirty. The place is littered with filth. The 
area smells like urine and pot. There's bums and stoners everywhere. There's plenty of crude 
and crazy people that need to watch their mouths. The food here also tastes crappy. I didn't see 
many families and I kind see why. This place is not oriented for families. If your ghetto or don't 
mind ghetto people its okay.  

“I would skip.” 
Reviewed April 23, 2012  

A tacky carnival experience. Not for everyone. A nice beach but crummy atmosphere for little 
kids or families.  

Visited April 2012 
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“It´s getting worse...” 
Reviewed April 17, 2012  

I´ve been there in the past and like it a lot. Specialy on the weekends. 
 
This time, though, a crowd of guys trying to sell things (mostly CDs) made the walk around the 
streets and stores a rather unconfortable. They can sure be pushy sometimes. 
There should be policeman in the area.  
 
A quick visit would not hurt! 30 min should do it but watch over your things.  

Visited December 2011 
“A bit seedy for us” 
Reviewed April 14, 2012  

Much preferred Santa Monica beach - felt safer there than Venis  

Eclectic and a little bit of the edgier side of L.A.” 
Reviewed April 7, 2012  

It's fun to come and explore the little local retail, the beach and the wild group of characters 
hanging out to entertain you. However, I would caution you to come during the daytime since 
the nearby neighborhood is a little more on the rougher side of things and you will see some 
people around anxious to take advantage of tourists if you don't watch your wallet.  

“Great place to peoplewatch!!” 
Reviewed March 30, 2012  

I had never been to Venice Beach before, but I heard it was a "eclectic" little place. Boy, they 
weren't kidding. People of all looks, shapes, sizes, backgrounds, etc. walking around in one 
small place. The beach was beautiful, but it's not summer so I'm sure it would be crazy had it 
been warmer. Lots of touristy type shops on the boardwalk. They really keep the area free from 
trash that you so often see in high traffic areas. Nice, pretty place to sit and watch people for 
hours! I loved it!! 
 
The downfalls...medical marijuana is pushed in your face quite often, whether you are looking 
or not. The traffic is HORRIBLE in and out of there. Parking rates change as the nicer weather 
does. 
 
I will go back though, for sure. We had a great time. I enjoyed the experience!  

“Okay...” 
Reviewed March 18, 2012  

A little run down and a little on the sketchier side. Preferred Santa Monica beach.  

“Dirty but cool” 
Reviewed March 8, 2012  
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Go for the show not the beach! Lots of street performers and street sales. Not the cleanest 
beach.  

“A dirty beach” 
Reviewed February 22, 2012  

Go here if you want to see drugged out homeless people dancing to bad live music. Bring hand 
sanitizer. Don't touch anything. 

Not Family Friendly” 
Reviewed February 22, 2012  

Um, well I didn't expect it to be "family friendly" but I thought I would throw it out there. And 
truly, we didn't see many families much at all. The reason I say this is because, now and again 
you catch a smell of marijuana, and "things" are being burnt by vendors...I wouldn't call it 
incense ..not really sure what the purpose of it is, but it stinks, badly. Odd people roam around 
(which doesn't bother me or my kids (12, 10, 2)--but may bother other families)...many 
beggers, etc. Nothing much for kids to do.  

“Hippie haven” 
Reviewed February 22, 2012  

I don't quite get the fascination myself but my daughter and any visitors we have from out of 
the country seem to love Venice Beach. The scent of pot is everywhere and the vendors selling 
the knockoffs are fun to visit. I was a bit nervous when I waited in my car for friends to return. 
Homeless man seemed to be protecting my car? I prefer Third Street Promenade over this but I 
suppose that's comparing apples to oragnes. 

“Life walks by” 
Reviewed February 18, 2012  

Great place for people watching. Best to leave before dark though... 

“Remember Muscle Beach” 
Reviewed February 8, 2012  

Again this beach which is quite close to Santa Monica is very busy on the weekend. The 
problem is there are too many things going on at the same time. It can get very congested. If 
you ate traveling with little kids hold on tight to them as separation is possible should you/they 
stop to see something and the reset of the party continues.  

Crazy and crowded!” 
Reviewed February 8, 2012  

This place was fun in the 70's. Now I stay away. Too many crazies! 

Venice Beach - Give it a miss!” 
Reviewed January 30, 2012  
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I walked from Santa Monica Pier to venice Beach and wished I hadn't bothered. Even early in 
the day the vibe is not good. Unless you are desparate to see Muscle Beach (Only worth 30 
seconds) don't go. Grubby, "low rent" and with many characters you really would not want to 
take home to meet Mum!  

“Not what I expected” 
Reviewed January 28, 2012  

Definetly not what I expected. I did expect the bohemian vibe, but not the dirty streets and 
homeless people, definitely sad.  

“just another beach, parking is difficult.” 
Reviewed January 21, 2012  

lots of crazy people walking around, I would rather go to a local beach or the mall  

“Don't skip this” 
Reviewed January 19, 2012 via mobile  

Wow so muh going on everywhere you look! Awesome graffiti everywhere, brightly colored 
everything, crazy people doing crazy things, everything is cheap, views are beautiful  

Weirdos galore” 
Reviewed January 6, 2012 via mobile  

There are so many strange and wonderful people on this small stretch. You could just browse 
for ages. Just avoid those dodgy doctors selling weed prescriptions 

This review is the subjective opinion of a TripAdvisor member and not of TripAdvisor LLC.  

 
Californiyeah 
Redding, California  
Senior Contributor 

44 reviews  

11 attraction reviews  

Reviews in 20 cities  

24 helpful votes  
“The odor of urine, marijuana, and patchouli” 
Reviewed January 5, 2012  

If you can look past the constant assault of music CD pan handlers, the prolific MJ businesses, 
the homeless/mentally disturbed, and rated R mouths and visuals; Venice is an interesting 
place to visit. Food, art, performers, muscle beach, and the feeling of being in the "mix" of it all 
is a cultural experience. If you go, be prepared to "deal with" the negative and look past it for 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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the Venice that will thrill you by the experience. Enjoy with an open mind and DON'T TAKE 
NAIVE KIDS.  

Wouldn't go back” 
Reviewed November 26, 2011  

Venice beach is uhh.. unique, the smell of marijuana fills the air, and panhandlers are way to 
aggressive, wouldn't go back 

“Homeless Heaven! lol Best people watching spot on the planet by far.....” 
Reviewed November 23, 2011  

Ive been to Venice beach several times over the years...we drive in from Vegas and visit Santa 
Monica and Venice when we have business in the LA area ....anyways...Venice has not changed 
much at all in 20 years of visits....people hocking gifts....somewhat overpriced 
food....interesting nut jobs to watch.....one guy had a guitar and was jamming..."I'm a drunk...I 
need money...I'm a drunk" lol  
 
please be courteous though and give the entertainers a dollar or more if you have them 
"entertain you" that's how they make a living....(carving out a sand mermaid....one guy was 
getting donations for that...) it's pretty insane. One time I was with my 8 month pregnant wife 
at the time, and that tall basketball player from china Yao Ming was walking Venice boardwalk 
with his ontourage....he had the NASTIEST look on his face....like I was paparazzi or some 
thing...we didnt even notice him till we were like 10 feet from him walking in opposite 
direction....and no I didnt even touch the camera hanging around my neck....what a yutz Yao is.  
 
this past trip we stayed and partied at a local restaurant that had wonderful live music....folk 
songs and wine...we stayed past dark...the boardwalk was mostly empty by the with only Rif 
Raff and homeless... I would recommend leaveing before dark....give yourslf 6 hours atleast to 
walk ALOT down the miles of shops and views....not many people were actually on teh beach or 
swimming...mostly shoppers and tourists  

“Stuck in the late 90's” 
Reviewed November 11, 2011 via mobile  

As an Australian, I've seen plenty of great beaches, and this one looked fairly average with only 
a very small swell, not enough waves to make a good surfer stay out. But, there were dozens of 
surfers out there! Maybe just for show?  
 
The shops along the beach walk looked like they hadn't moved past the 90's obsession with 
band t-shirts and services offering braids in hair. 
 
Couldnt get the sense that one person there acting genuinely. It's also testosterone city, lots of 
loud swearing and aggressive behavior. As a single woman traveller, it was a bit scary.  

What's the fuss?” 
Reviewed November 4, 2011  

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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If you're into buying things from street market or if you're into buying weed that's the beach to 
go .. 
Anyway, I think everyone should go at least once to check out and see. 
 
Being couple of blocks away from Santa Monica beach it's difficult to understand why one 
would prefer to hang out here.  

“Strange, interesting and fun!” 
Reviewed October 31, 2011  

We rented bicycles and rode about 3 miles from Santa monica to Venice Beach. You must do 
this if you can! The bike trail is on the beach. We had so much fun people watching and taking 
in the scenery. We locked our bikes up at Venice Beach and took some time to walk around the 
crazy markets. People were selling everything from massages to shrunken heads. I had never 
seen a stranger, more eclectic group of people in my life. What a great and memorable day! 
 
I would not reccomend this for families with young children. It is more appropriate for 
couples/adults.  

Wow and Wierd” 
Reviewed October 21, 2011  

An experience for sure. Wierdos and drugs for consumption. Worth a look to at least say you 
have seen it all.  

“California comes alive” 
Reviewed October 6, 2011  

Venice Beach is very close to Santa Monica (where we were staying). We went with the Big Blue 
Bus, and it's a very pleasant and short ride. If you're staying in Santa Monica, you'll find Venice 
Beach to be a more colorful and lively place. We particularly strolled along the boardwalk, 
where there's a lot of shops, skaters and grafitti to enjoy. The Muscle Beach point is really 
curious too. I wouldn't stay there at night though, but it is a very beautiful beach to spend an 
afternoon.  

“Good to see but would recommend a short visit” 
Reviewed September 26, 2011  

We went here as part of a tour so only got to spend 20 mins here but I think that was probably 
enough. Gave us enough time to see muscle beach and the board walk. Go to the wc (dont go if 
you dont have too the toilets were pretty grim!) and a lot of tramps hanging around. 
 
We went to Santa Monica beach after this and spent the rest of the day there - it is a much 
better area to spend your time. 

Hoboville USA” 
Reviewed September 26, 2011  
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Wow, what could be such a nice place an overun homeless beach community in Southern 
California. My advice stay muscle beach northward. I would never take children south of the 
Santa Monica pier. It's a shame because it could be such great beach area. They maintain the 
beach, the sidewalks and restrooms but when you have 1000's of homeless people you can 
clean the path or beach all you want and it's still not a desirable place to spend your time or 
money. Won't be back to this area for a long, long time.  

“Love this place!” 
Reviewed September 13, 2011 via mobile  

Park by Santa Monica Pier and take a walk to venice. See muscle beach. Have lunch. Serious 
ppl watching. I'm a hippie amd fit right in with everything Venice! Browsing the shops and 
stands on the sidewalk. Leave before dark because when sun is gone, everything closes and its 
dark and not many ppl around.  

Weird but wonderful. Strange but stunning. Bizarre but beautiful” 
Reviewed September 1, 2011  

We visited here after Santa Monica and preferred this place the best. You see it all along this 
beach and broadwalk. There are a few homeless just chilling, some selling strange items. One 
guy had a sign around his neck saying 'Kick my a** for $1'. 
 
There are various eateries, mainly snack food, all trying to undercut one another, so some 
bargains. Some souvenir shops one one side and locals selling their home made crafts on the 
other side. 
 
You can even visit the marijuana clinic!! We didn't! 
 
The beach is big, golden, clean and lovely. At no time did we feel unsafe or threatened. We felt 
very safe at all times. So glad we came here, it's very weird, but wonderful  

Not a place for the older generation.” 
Reviewed August 11, 2011 via mobile  

We walked there from the hotel and there were lots of strange people and sights to see. Made 
me kind od nervous.  

“Nice beach, interesting boardwalk” 
Reviewed August 8, 2011  

First of all, if strange people turn you off then this isn't the place for you. Me and my family, 
including two teenagers and a 5 year-old, have no problem in this type of place as long as it's 
safe (which we did). We parked in the lot right next to the beach (the sand 5 feet from our car), 
behind to the paddle-tennis courts. This lot is 9 dollars. We showed up on a Friday at noon. 
Seemed strange that so many people were parking in the $20 lots out on Venice Blvd. and the 
other pay lots on the side streets when there were plenty of spots available in the main lot. In 
fact, even when we left at 4pm there were still quite a few open spots. We spent a few hours on 
the beach, the water was nice, the sand was clean, the weirdos seemed to be away from the 
water and more towards the boardwalk, which is what we wanted for our beach time. Perfect! 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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Then we took a stroll down the boardwalk, picked up a few souvenirs in the shops and booths, 
got something to eat. I was hoping Friday afternoon wouldn't be too much less "happening" 
than a Saturday, and it was just fine. There were pretty good crowds and quite a few of the 
street performers still out. It was actually a bit better than the Saturday I went because, though 
fairly crowded, it wasn't so busy that you had to putt along as though being herded down the 
street. As for the dangers of the area, I think the real crazy homeless people and the young, 
tough-guy types who think they own the area. It's not a huge amount of these people, but there 
are some and you just need to avoid them. You see some homeless person talking to himself or 
acting very weird, don't stare, just keep going, no problems. Some of the street vendors are very 
pushy, don't even respond to them just keep on walking and looking at other things as if you 
don't even know they are talking to you. Yeah, this seems really rude and like it might tick them 
off, but my experience was that their attention would quickly go to the next pedestrian instead. 
If I tried to be polite and decline, or make some small talk, it would be MUCH harder to get rid 
of them. If anything just glance at them, shake your head no, keep walking and looking ahead. 
Some will make a comment like your being rude, whatever. Like they say, "When in Rome..." 
Some other tips and observations: 
- You will see medical pot shops about every 4th shop. If you're a pot head this is the place for 
you, you can get evaluated and given a prescription before heading back home.  
- The pizza at the little shops SUCKS! Don't know about any of the places they might make it to 
order (if their are any), but all of the others taste just like the worst, cheapest, simplest frozen 
pizzas you buy at the grocery store. The hot dogs are pretty much the same and I don't have 
much faith in anything else. There is a little side street (I think it's Westminster) that has tiny 
little fronts for sushi, giro, sandwiches shops and they all seem to be made-to-order. I ordered 
from the first one, they had hot dogs, turkey burgers, lots of other stuff. They were very slow 
but that's cuz they were actually making it to order and it was all pretty good.  
- Check out the Venice Beach Freak Show, if seeing stuff like 2 headed reptiles and someone 
hammering a nail into their nose or stapling money onto their chest doesn't bother you. It's $5 
and well worth it, as long as you watch the show that goes with it.  
- Pitch in a buck or two if you stop to watch a street performers act. They entertained you, they 
earned it. At least they're not standing on the corner of a street with a sign.  
- Bathrooms aren't pleasant. If you are in the water make sure to pee while you're there. If you 
have to go #2...I feel sorry for you.  
- If you don't go to the beach 1-2 hours here should be fine. We did the beach too and spent 4 
here.  
- Bring some cash, I wouldn't suggest using the sketchy looking ATM machines around the 
shops.  
- Visit early and be gone by nightfall. Yeah, I said I felt perfectly safe here, but I would never 
take the chance after dark, whole other story.  

Very unsafe. Never visiting again.” 
Reviewed July 14, 2011  

Venice Beach is full of shady people. A group will walk up to you and surround you, hoping to 
flog their merchandise.  
 
I had to pay a shady man $20, just so I could get away.  
 
Never walk alone. Do NOT stop walking on the promenade, you will be approached. 



130 
 

 
Do not show off your valuables. 
 
I will not visit again.  

“NEVER!!!!” 
Reviewed June 6, 2011  

Absolutely hated it...Dirty, weird, pitpocketing- not the biggest issues of the place... They been 
passing advertisement for drugs to me & my CHILDREN (13 & 9)...& POLICE WAS JUST 
STANDING WATCHING IT! DO I HAVE TO SAY ANYTHING ELSE... Totaly spoiled all LA 
experience for my family.  

Very rundown, dirty and unsavoury” 
Reviewed May 28, 2011  

We arrived in Santa Monica and the first place we wanted to see was Venice Beach, we strolled 
from the Santa Monica Pier all the way to Muscle Beach (quite a long walk at least 1 hour) and 
what a TOTAL waste of our time and energy. This place is very tired, rundown and dirty along 
the way you are continously harassed by people selling crap, their own music or someone 
asking you if you can spare some money. Muscle Beach area was the biggest disappointment of 
all, not at all what you see in brochures or travel sites. You are also continously asked if you 
would like to purchase a prescription for marijuana and there seems to be a shopfront every 50 
metres or so. This was the only place in a 3 and a half week holiday that we found unsavoury 
and felt unsafe. Do not believe the hype about this place, do not take your children and don't 
waste your time.  

“interesting” 
Reviewed April 14, 2011 via mobile  

I'd been going to venice since I was a kid and always thought it was pretty fun. Funny t shirts, 
weird street performers and some pretty impressive artists. people watching is great for the 
most part. Now the downside. If you are looking for a beautiful laid back beach environment 
DON'T go here. Pretty dirty. The homeless seem a little more belligerent than they do most 
other places. Also last time I went some "rapper" tried selling me a cd which imo sucked. I 
declined after listening which caused him to seem a little mad. This kind of thing could 
probably shake up a less street smart tourist.  

“interesting” 
Reviewed April 14, 2011 via mobile  

I'd been going to venice since I was a kid and always thought it was pretty fun. Funny t shirts, 
weird street performers and some pretty impressive artists. people watching is great for the 
most part. Now the downside. If you are looking for a beautiful laid back beach environment 
DON'T go here. Pretty dirty. The homeless seem a little more belligerent than they do most 
other places. Also last time I went some "rapper" tried selling me a cd which imo sucked. I 
declined after listening which caused him to seem a little mad. This kind of thing could 
probably shake up a less street smart tourist.  
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“Dirty, smelly waste of time” 
Reviewed March 26, 2011  

I am kind of late in writing a review, but figured better late than never. 
 
Totally agree with posters who commented on urine smell of entire area. Visited while on 
vacation with my adult daughter, found a parking space on a side street 1/2 block from the 
beach on a weekday afternoon in September. Nice sunny day. Vomit on sidewalk in two spots 
while walking. Discarded cups and bottles on sidewalks along the way. 
 
Walked a bit on the asphalt "boardwalk" area. Pushy hucksters abound. Neither me nor 
daughter found it to be in any way worth spending more than 15 minutes. 

I will say, daughter rides bicycle, so she got up and out early each morning and pedaled along 
the beach path. She liked that. But said she saw "huddled lumps of blankets" on the beach - 
these are vagrants sleeping it off. 
 
My thoughts about the whole place is 'What the hell is wrong with the city fathers here?" 
 
If you want to see a beach, go on up to Santa Monica or better yet up to Zuma Beach at Malibu.  

“DO NOT BRING YOUR KIDS” 
Reviewed February 22, 2011  

The second we left out truck we heard homeless men calling eachother vulgar names in front of 
our four daughters. Then we get to the beach to walk the shops your being harassed by come 
see the Dr. The Dr is in with people holding their huge MARIJUANA SIGNS. Theirs a guy their 
who loves to sing a song called give me some money so I can buy alchohol hey atleast the guy 
was honest I heard someone walking buy say. It was very terrible the young girls were mouthy 
repeatadly repeating things I would say to my children which had nothing to do with anyone 
else. I will never bring my kids again. Nor would I go for just My husband and I. Also at this 
one shop where I loved the shirts the guy has signs everywhere NO YOU MAY NOT TRY ON 
CLOTHES. Well if I dont know how it fits I am not buying! 
Quad Cowgirls Travels  

Visited February 2011 
“A site for the stoned homeless and strays of society” 
Reviewed February 17, 2011  

Venice Beach may have been beautiful within 10 years of its creation (some 50 years ago) 
however the canals have been replaced with roads and the streets are dirty and littered with 
homeless. 
 
A stroll down the blvd will leave you dismayed at how such a place can be promoted as a tourist 
destination. The stench of urine is overwhelming and the beach itself well ... I thought a beach 
was covered in white fluffy sand, rolling waves, blue/green water and people undertaking all 
manner of activities. Well thats what an aussie expects given what happens at home. This place 
was just down right dirty and littered with the freaks of the world, Jamacian dropouts selling 
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Bob Marley trinkets and dope heads peddling dope in a legalised manner. 
 
If what you want a made in china t shirt or trinket its the place for you, however if you want to 
walk on a nice beach perhaps have a cup of coffee and watch the waves take a very wide berth.  

“....Definitely an experience....” 
Reviewed November 11, 2010  

I read reviews on Trip Adivsor prior to going to Venice Beach which made me a little hesitant, 
however, all the reviews made me what to see it for myself. First off, we parked in a parking lot 
right off the boardwalk and as we got out of the car we noticed an overwhelming strong scent of 
urine all around the parking lot that was behind a few buildings. We stared off by going onto 
the beach, which was clean and nice. There was an outdoor skate park which was kind of neat 
to watch. We walked along the far end of the boardwalk where the houses are which are all very 
modern, unique looking homes. As we made our way onto the boardwalk where the shops are 
we became overwhelmed with the amount of people around. There were large groups of guys 
trying to get you to "sound check" their CD and would follow you and say "Come on man, just 
listen!" Which wasn't the greatest experience since there were multiple groups along the 
boardwalk. There were a lot of cheap souvenir shops, smoke shops, and street shows along the 
way. There was a GREAT street show with a group of about 8 guys and it was very entertaining. 
I think they were located near the skate park on the boardwalk, but I'm not sure if they are 
always in the same area. There are lots of street vendors that are offering cheap jewelry, 
paintings, artwork etc. As we walked around the boardwalk, we got sick of it after awhile due to 
the many people coming up to you and asking for money, the large groups of guys wanting a 
sound check, the bums that had signs that stated, "Why lie, I need $ for a beer", and other 
shady people. I would recommend for the beach, however, the boardwalk is not anything you 
would be upset about if you missed seeing!!! If you decide to go on the boardwalk, keep an eye 
out for shady people....Santa Monica is only 2 miles North of Venice and it is a much nicer area 
to take your family.  

“yucky venice” 
Reviewed November 7, 2010  

This place was horrible. Very dirty, smelled like urine everywhere! Do not take your family 
here! If you do make sure you have had all your shots!  

Awful! Crowded, dirty and tacky, do NOT...” 
Reviewed October 5, 2010 via mobile  

Awful! Crowded, dirty and tacky, do NOT bring children here. It's full of hustlers and gangsters 
- our experience was soured by the 7 guys who walked us to the ATM demanding money, 
horrifying!  

Don't waste your time going to this suckhole, Santa Monica beach is 2 miles away and is 
absolutely beautiful - instead of muscle beach they have an amazing gymnastics setup and they 
also have a rollercoaster and amusement park on the pier - really fun. 
 
Venice Beach is like Santa Monica Beach on meth. 

http://www.tripadvisor.com/apps
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“Disappointing” 
Reviewed October 4, 2010  

I was there with my wife and grown up daughter one day in Sept. I am not sure just what we 
expected but we found it disappointing. It had been flagged up on various tourist sites as a 
place 'worth a visit' but we found it a place to forget. We were not even attracted into the shops 
which is highly unusual. Generally tacky and for the UK read a tad Blackpoolish!!  

“Unusual and definately not what we expected” 
Reviewed August 23, 2010  

Having seen many travel shows doing thier take on Venice Beach it was on our list of to do 
places in Los Angeles. It probably should not have been. Being an Aussie I have seen many 
beautiful beaches in my time and have seem many creative and wonderful markets and artists 
selling their wares by the beach.  
Venice beach is not one of those places.  
The beach was great, straight out of Baywatch. The boulevard was dirty, smelly, full of cheap 
crap that was mass produced in China or just plain junk.  
I was disappointed and wish that we had not wasted our limited time in LA on going there 

“False Advertising” 
Reviewed August 16, 2010  

Can't you buy junk made in China and step over bums in your city? I thought so. Where was 
the "freaky" and "weird"?. I was expecting "joyful" not "desperate". Maybe the recession has 
hurt Venice Beach the same as everywhere else. And that's the what was so disappointing. The 
"everywhere else" part. The same tacky tourist scams, trash and trinkets, and scary food, and 
nary a freewheeling, fun loving bohemian freak in sight. For weird, I'll stick with Austin, TX. 
 
The shops and beaches are better to the north and south. The only reason to go to Venice Beach 
is to tick it off your list. Now that I have, I won't be back.  

“Like a dog turned inside out” 
Reviewed May 25, 2010  

Remember the movie with Jeff Goldblum called "The Fly"? Remember when early in the movie 
he tries to teleport his pet baboon and it lurches out of the machine turned inside out with the 
white bones lifted out of the dripping red meat? Remember how you felt fascination, revulsion, 
and pity all at the same time? That's Venice Beach. It's a repository for all the people who 
desperately try to hold on to the fantasy of a counterculture, oblivious to the pathetic smell of 
their own decay. It's like Woodstock II the day after. On weekends, hordes of people trek the 
length of the boardwalk looking for something that isn't there. Shops peddle Venice sweatshirts 
by the thousands. Obscene artwork and graffiti greet the eye. Bums lie passed out in rags. The 
noxious smell of burning sage fills the air. Recently paroled convicts do bench presses in the 
phoney and too modern "Muscle Beach" pavilion. Lost teenagers zonked on drugs sit around 
on blankets selling Cracker Jack-box trinkets for "donations". Raggedy hippy-wannabes front 
disgusting anti-American propaganda booths. The 50-gallon trash drums overflow with pizza 
crusts and assorted garbage. To be fair, the first time I saw Venice Beach I was fascinated. The 
last time I saw Venice Beach it made my skin crawl. It's a great place to take your kids if you 
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want them to see first hand where they'll end up if they don't stay in school and away from 
drugs.  

Venice Beach has a unique culture and climate of it's very own.” 
Reviewed October 5, 2009  

We rented bikes from Santa Monica Pier down to Venice Beach, and the beach itself and the 
bike path and ride were amazing. It's about a mile and half to Venice Beach from Santa 
Monica, and you'll definitely know once you've entered Venice Beach. The local vendors and 
eclectic crowd that frequent this beach give this place a unique flavor and personality that the 
open-minded can surely appreciate. Artists, musicians, and street performers line the walkway 
of Venice Beach sharing their craft with curious tourists. This place rates high on the list for 
people-watching. This place can get a little crazy, as I witnessed some illegal activity of the 
"organic" nature happening right on the walkway, so if you're looking for a more family-
oriented place to bring small children, try Santa Monica or Manhattan Beach.  

“Stay away, don't waste your time” 
Reviewed August 26, 2009  

Second tourist trap to Santa Monica Pier. Nothing to see but ruined barracks, dirty street and 
shops and ordinary people. Far from the buzz of Holywood TV shows. Stay away.  

“Dirty, filthy, disgusting” 
Reviewed July 15, 2009  

I had seen it on TV, read about it.. but nothing compared to what I witnessed. It was filthy, 
over-run by drugged out weirdos, beggars and people peddling crap. 
 
Getting anything decent to eat was another problem, everything looked so unhygenic or if the 
food had been sitting around in a hot-box for hours. Public toilets are unisex and also revolting 
if you can find one that doesn't have spew or poo all through it! The shopping was tacky.. not 
sure what's up the Santa Monica end, I started at the open-air gym end and couldn't wait to get 
out of the place.  

frightening, dirty and smelly...but have to see to believe” 
Reviewed July 5, 2009  

When we arrived at Venice Beach, we arrived the pier end and it was not too bad, nice little 
shops, clean beach and tourists. Its when you walk along the promenade, passing the 
apartments/condos, that the other face of Venice Beach hits you. The mixed smell of drains 
and incense, dirty looking people, graffitti covered, dirty looking shops and the food places 
dont look edible at all. Saying that, you do need to see it to believe it. Its not that long a walk 
down this section, near Muscle Beach, i just would not recommend spending a day there, carry 
on walking to the more relaxed Santa Monica.  

“Uncomfortably interesting....” 
Reviewed June 25, 2009  
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"We have to go to Venice Beach!" I said to my wife as we drove into LA. You see it on TV with 
it's long beautiful paved strip. Palm trees bordering all the way down. 
When I think of Venice beach it congers up images of beautiful people roller skating in skimpy 
clothing, basking in the sun.  
As we walked closer the imagery I had in my head quickly dissolved. 
Our first taste of LA.....  
 
Two homeless guys fighting over a half drunk beer. The beer was going every where as the 
punches started to fly. We narrowly avoided that confrontation. Next interaction was a rather 
aggressive budding rapper, Asking us "do you feel me!" and "Check this out" whilst trying to 
force head phones on our head.  
The reply of "No... I don't feel you" didn't go down too well with the Snoop Dogg wanna be. 
 
Wave and wave of people asking for money as we waded past an art and craft market, that look 
similar to a rubbish dump. I'm guessing that some of the camper vans must have been there of 
ages if the flat tires and copious amounts of bird droppings were anything to go by.  
 
Would I recommend going the Venice Beach?, hell yeah!! you'll have a good story to tell when 
you get home.  

“Beautiful place, very strange crowd” 
Reviewed May 1, 2009  

We went to Venice beach for a couple of nights, the Pacific coast is stunning with beautiful 
beach side homes, white sandy beaches, palm trees, an amazing pier/board walk and cool 
evening scene. 
 
The people however were a very odd mix, I was expecting a cool surfer chic crowd but to me it 
looked a little more like gang land in parts with big groups of people. The market area 
comprising of many tourist shops and eateries, along with many people trying to aggressively 
sell CD’s and other items, we got heckled quite a lot which detracted from the overall 
atmosphere, all seemed a bit seedy to me.  
 
In summary, it’s a beautiful area with a stunning beach, the market area in my opinion is a bit 
seedy and very crowded at the weekends. There was quite a cool evening scene around 
Washington Boulevard with some cool bars but avoid ‘The Terrance’ restaurant at all costs, its 
awful. 
 
I would advice staying in the city and driving out to see Venice beach over staying there, there 
are many places to park for the beach and they cost around $8 per day, put 1697 Pacific 
Avenue, Venice, CA 90291 into your GPS for parking.  

Different and not what I expected” 
Reviewed January 29, 2009  

We went to Venice beach on a bus tour that combined venice and santa monica beach tours 
together. At first I didnt get why we would only get about 20 minutes at venice and about 4 
hours at santa monica. Then when we got there I saw why. This place had a melting pot of 
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different types. We saw many homeless people. We seen a woman washing in the sink. And it 
smelled terrible in the area we were not far from the hoop courts and restrooms. Then we also 
seen people working and playing ball. We were told that the hoop court was the same as the 
one from the movie "White Men Can't Jump" with Woody Harrison and Wesley Snipes. On the 
other side the scene of the beach and vollyball area looked very nice. We only spend a short 
time here so we didnt get to walk around to see other sights. I do regret not taking any pictures 
of this area. Anyhow nobody approached us or was rude or anything. I can say I been there. But 
it wouldnt be a place I would want to say I would see again. Santa Monica is very close by and it 
was better.  

Was a little frightened the entire time there!” 
Reviewed November 17, 2008  

Reading Venice beach descriptions in tour and guide books was quite misleading. Venice 
was....sketchy. We didn't do any shopping or dining while we were there. Were kinda scared 
the entire time, actually. The only good thing about our visit is that 1) we got to say we saw 
Venice Beach, and 2) we saw some of the canals running through the resident's homes. 
 
I don't recommend Venice for anyone who wants to have a relaxing visit to the beach! It felt 
like we were going to the Freak Show at the circus. But hey, some people might enjoy that! 
 
I recommend seeing the shops on Melrose Avenue nearby instead  

 4/28/2008  

I think the derelict friend of the main character from "Free Willy" ran away to this place back in 
'93.  He showed a postcard of woman in bikinis roller blading on a pathway with the words 
"VENICE BEACH" written on top.  The fact that this place was mentioned by the fuck up friend 
in "Free Willy" is reason enough not to go. 
 
I'm not a native to LA, so I guess I did the "tourist" thing and came to Venice Beach to see what 
it was all about.  One could call it a sketchfest, but I usually associate that word with fun/ 
interesting places; Venice Beach was neither.  Sure, maybe the random vendors, weirdos, 
performers, hippies would be interesting if they all weren't there trying to sell you their useless 
shit they made at home.  I love to people watch, but the novelty is lost when the people that you 
are watching approach you in order to sell you their shitty CD, homemade soap, spray painted 
portraits, crack-cocaine, or foodstuffs that may or may not be edible.  Some guy came up to me 
trying to sell a CD claiming that he was on the same label as wu-tang.  Since it was obvious that 
I didn't believe him, he busted out his phone in order to show me the wu-tang clan symbol on 
the background and some random guy's phone number. Yeah buddy, I'm sure you have 
ghostface killah on speed dial. Some other performers were mildly entertaining, but not 
really.  Besides the street vendors/ crazies at Venice Beach, the place has dozens cheesy t-shirt 
shops, head shops, tattoo places, shitty eateries etc.  There are better beaches in the LA/ 
Orange county area where you can spend your day, don't go to Venice. 
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A mile or so of tacky t-shirt and souvenir shops with grungy looking sales staff. A freak show? 
Well, if you are from a particularly God-fearing out corner of the country you may think so. But 
it is actually something you can find in any major (tourist) town. So if you are looking for a t-
shirt for the folks back home or a mermaid tattooed on your bum, this may be the place to go. 
Otherwise there are more interesting things to do, even in Tinseltown.  

 10/6/2008  
 I guess you have to love it or hate it.  More on yelp love this place, but I have to disagree yet 

again with the yelpers.  This place is nasty.  Nasty in a dirty, homeless, shady, don;t bring your 
kids, way.  My baby dropped her hat, (just purchased) and in 2 minutes it was gone.  Someone 
stole a hat for a BABY that said Princess on it!!!!  What real and I do mean real losers would do 
that?  Even the homeless cannot possibly wear it.  Oh yeah, wait, I forgot they will try to sell it 
on my street corner in santa monica.  The 10.00 for parking did not piss me off, the 5.00 for 
water did not piss me off.  But stealing a baby's hat did......   Just shows the type of humans that 
hang there. 

 Homeless people, drug addicts, and filth.  
 
How sad that a community would allow this environment to thrive in the name of profit.  
 
Your tax dollars at work California, bravo for extending peoples misery and suffering. 

 Why the hell do people like this beach?  My friends and I went here and it was FILTHY.  I don't 
get the appeal.   I guess I just don't enjoy constantly being harassed by bums and druggies. 

 No thanks...We walked the boardwalk to kill time until a restaurant that we wanted to go to in 
Venice Beach opened..I've never been to Coney Island, but I imagine this comes close. If you 
like T-shirt shops, bad art, henna booths and all the junk food the world has to offer, this is the 
place for you. 

 Came here with high hopes, left disappointed. Expensive parking for the first thing. Every store 
has the same crappy "why would anyone want to wear that" shirts and touristy junk and of 
course it's overpriced. I just think this boardwalk is completely overrated and hyped up by 
others, it's nothing special honestly, other than the fact that it is by the beach. I did enjoy the 
interesting graffiti on the walls though. On my way back to the car, filled with let-down, a 
complete douche bag who's "going to be on MTV next week" was hustling me to buy one of his 
"autographed personalized" cds. When I said "No thanks," he said, "So why are you wasting my 
time then, be gone." And started mumbling all this rude crap as I was walking away. I would 
not want to come here again. 

 My marathon training group trains in the area and often sets the course through the Venice 
Beach Boardwalk. I have an easier time traversing the winding running paths of Big Sur than 
dodging the bums of Venice Beach. I don't rag on the homeless, but bums are a special breed of 
homeless. And when it comes to bums, Venice Beach is top notch. They take top honors in the 
categories of Smell and Harassment with an honorable mention for Drunken Stoopers. I made 
the mistake of running here on a rainy morning last week. The resident/vagrant ratio tipped in 
heavy favor of the latter. My fortune kept me from being physically accosted, but fell short of 
being olfactorily accosted. Bums are like Gremlins, do not get them wet. The smell was 
horrendous. That's coming from a Long Beach Harbor resident! 
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 Maybe I came on the wrong day. Cheap crap everywhere. Trash all over the place. People look 
bored. It feels like a tired, worn-out place. 

 Not what I expected. There were lots of people begging for money, plenty of homeless and drug 
addicts laying around and tons of crude t-shirts. I felt like I was going to get a disease just by 
walking around in my flip flops. It was pretty sad overall. I would never take a child there and I 
will never go back 

 This place is pure ghetto. 
 
If you like the smell of pee and the aroma of burnt sage, this is the place for you! 
 
Parking is ridiculous, first off.  Then you get the added bonus of walking amongst the lowest 
demographic of society. 
 
God help you if  you have to use the public restrooms.  If you're lucky, you'll not catch any 
fungus! 
 
The tourists are fun to watch...just for their looks of disgust.  
 
The trash is piled up, sidewalks are full of taggings, and one bum holds a sign that says, "Will 
work for pot."  My favorite is the bum with a sign that says, "Free Hug."   Ew.  I think I just got 
scabies from thinking about it. 
 
If you like cheap shoes and sunglasses, tee-shirts or tattoos, or any other cheap trinket, then 
the shops are right up your alley. 
 
There is nothing exciting here.  It is dirty and dodgy.  I would much rather go to 3rd street 
Promenade, but even that is turning ghetto. 
 
For as much money people pay to live there and have shops there, I don't know why they 
tolerate all the homeless people.Not to mention the druggies and wackos. 
 
I hate that place and am so happy I moved. 
 
I guess tourists might like it, I was just around enough to know how decrepit and disgusting it 
really is. 

 I would not recommend this as a family beach destination since it doesn't seem tailored for the 
family crowd. We walked around and saw stores with signs advertising drug 
paraphernalia.  There were signs indicating that only those 18 and over could enter.  However, 
even from the boardwalk, I could see all types of pipes and bongs on display on the 
shelves.  The beach did not have a safe feel to it and it seemed dirty.  I would not return here. 
 
There is also a section for muscle body builders. 

 Ewwww, ewww, and more EWWW!  Once I got here, I wanted to leave. But..we scored an 
awesome parking spot on the street right next to the boardwalk, so what the hell... 
 



139 
 

As some Yelpers have mentioned, this place is not family-friendly at all. I took my 4 year old 
son with me and I was pretty sorry I did. We were surrounded by gangbangers, wanna-be 
rappers who were shoving cds and headphones in our faces, and people who were trying to sell 
cute puppies to us for a ridiculous amount.  All we wanted to do was stroll the boardwalk, but it 
felt more like we were dodging bullets! 
 
However, we did get to see the famous Muscle Beach gym where our current governor trained 
during his bodybuilding days. Being a gym rat myself, that for me was cool. 
 
I could see the nostalgia that once defined Venice Beach Boardwalk through its historic 
buildings, novelty shops and restaurants. But what blew it for me was the ghetto trash that was 
present.  Pretty sad.   
 
No more visits for me.  And from now on, I'm taking my son to cleaner, nicer Third Street 
Promenade. 

 I really don't suggest tourist come here!!! The only reason I would come to Venice beach 
boardwalk is if I was looking for drugs. It seems that every place is dirty, they sell all types of 
knickknacks and unnecessary things that don't really want to pack in your luggage home 
because you aren't sure what might crawl out of the material it was made of or if you were 
smuggling some drugs onto the airplane. But if you are looking for medical marijuana, this is 
the place you can find it. 

 This place is not for me.  Seeing Muscle Beach and the court where White Men Can't Jump was 
cool but other than that it was too crowded and I guess I wasn't in the mood to deal with 
people.  Prices in the stores were pretty high and I didn't like having to avoid the rappers who 
were trying to press cds in my hand.   
 
I don't care if a person smokes marijuana but I don't like it when its blown around me because 
I am paranoid the second hand pot smoke is going to make me fail a drug test and lose my job 
hahah.  Truthfully though, seeing little kids around drugs just irks me.  ESPECIALLY with all 
the medicinal marijuana stores open along the boardwalk and the employees there coming up 
to me and saying "wanna smoke pot?  get legal here.  its easy."  WOW 
 
I can tell this is where a lot of burnout kids go to hangout and that also irks me.   I guess I was 
just irked a lot at Venice Beach on this day. 

 Just not my type of area...Why? 
Too many people! 
Too many weirdos! 
Too messy...and unorganized... 
Crazy peeps throughout the area trying to sell you crap...Too many Medical Marijuana stores 
with Doctor Is In signs...I wish the Fed would just come over and raid the area but thanks to 
our current President he told them not to... 
I had some street performer grab my arm as I was looking at something and walking (I guess it 
was part of his act) I wasn't too pleased...and I don't think they are supposed to be touching 
people to start with!  I was pissed... 
 
Just not into it...it might be too "Liberal" for me... 
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I've been by the area but never walked through the whole area until last weekend after growing 
up in So Cal.... 
 
If I want to see street performers I'll go to 3rd Street Promenade...If I want a normal Beach I'll 
head out somewhere else like Huntington Beach or Hermosa Beach... 

Was this review …? 

 Note:  My review is based on Venice Beach at night. 
 
Made the mistake of coming to the Venice Beach Boardwalk at night (so I guess that was my 
bad considering the crazies do come out at night..lol), and it just happened to be my first time 
as well.   I can honestly say I did not get a good first impression of it.  Right when I stepped 
onto the boardwalk the smell of urine mixed with weed, trash and the ocean filled my 
nostrils.  It was so pungent, I literally felt sick to my stomach.  I was completely disgusted.  I 
think I got high just walking through the boardwalk...lmao.  Not to mention the place is 
DIRTY.  There was trash everywhere! If it wasn't some dude approaching us to sell me his 
cd,  some bum asking for money, it was a crackhead shouting random cuss words at 
us.  lmao.  I just wanted to walk in peace that's all but I just felt paranoid and uncomfortable 
the whole time fearing who would approach me next.  lol.  The majority of the stores were 
closed at the time, but there were a few open-- particularly the ones that sell those cheesy t-
shirts and goofy sunglasses.  lol.  There also seems to be a couple restaurants but the majority 
of the places to eat were just little shops that sold "fair" type food.  I was surprised to find a few 
medical marijuana distributors as well.  It's definitely not kid friendly.  Oh, and the parking is 
horrible.  I've lived in socal for 7 years and this was my very first time at Venice Beach.  :/  I just 
came out disappointed. I probably lasted a good 15 minutes and decided to make my way over 
to Santa Monica instead.  I don't ever plan on making a second trip here at night. 
 
I have heard that Venice Beach during the day is a totally different experience so I will come 
back to check it out again.  Can't knock it till I try it. 

 This place is disgusting. Dumpy, gross, full of weirdos. I guess I can understand why everyone 
wants to see it once, but once is enough!  
 
There is garbage everywhere and people BEGGING for attention. It's sick. We stayed at a 
sketchy hotel on the boardwalk that I will never do again. 

 AVOID this place. Venice Beach has really gone downhill over the years. Unless you like being 
surrounded by delinquent kids, gangbangers, wannabe gangbangers, bums, more bums and 
medical marijuana solicitors I would strongly urge you to spend your afternoon somewhere 
else in So Cal. This place is NOT KID FRIENDLY. 

 Venice Beach offers a wonderful bouquet of urine, body odor and incense.  It's shoulder-to-
shoulder crowded during the summer and is a paradise for pickpockets.  I had one hand on my 
wallet during the entire visit.  It might be fun to people-watch but you can't find a seat 
anywhere.  Vagrants are strewn across public benches and the restaurants are standing room 
only.  The sand is littered with garbage, used condoms and syringes.  Your first shower won't 
"take" after going to Venice Beach, you'll definitely need a second one. 
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 We had such a great time at Santa Monica Pier that we decided to check this place out. In 
comparison, Venice's Boardwalk was much more grungy. There were so many "doctors" 
offering prescriptions to medical weed and vendors selling bongs. Many of the vendors and 
entertainers seemed shady, heck even some of the visitors seemed shady. I held on to my purse 
the entire time.  
 
The place wasn't clean. There were many food vendors, but I question the cleanliness of their 
kitchens and serving areas. Definitely has the potential to give people food poisoning.  
 
Parking was difficult. There weren't any parking structures and people were force to street 
park. Because it's near the beach, alleys are tight and parking is even tighter.  
 
Will most definitely not come here again. 

 Oh em gee. I had no idea this beach became so run down, but I guess I should have known 
when my friend who grew up in the hood advised me not to come here because he said there 
were "too many murders." Basically, the boardwalk is filthy, scary, trashy, ugly, and difficult to 
navigate through. The crowd is filled with bums, druggies, and gangsters. If that's your type of 
scene, then I would suggest coming here; otherwise, go to Santa Monica instead. You'll feel 
much safer there! 

 I hate this dirty, smelly, disgusting place... I really do...and as I've gotten older... I've come to 
hate it even more. Where else can you see someone pee on the sidewalk...about a yard, if that, 
from where you're standing? Probably other places as well, but definitely here. This place reeks 
and is so dirty and disgusting... it's sickening. It also always smells of marijuana (in which I 
know I am in the minority but makes me absolutely sick to my stomach).  
 
I know it's a California landmark... but it is definitely one that I can do without. 
 
There are way too many homeless people constantly harassing you, medical marijuana people 
harassing you...and just plain ol' stoners harassing you.  
 
Then there are some wild and quirky, I guess "artsy" people, (although not my idea of artsy) 
who I just find totally unappealing. Ugh! It's like being amongst the dregs of society...and I hate 
it. 
 
I swear. This is the antithesis of me. So I will definitely not be back. 

 Its changed a lot!... Wow dont think ill be coming back! 

 This is a great place to go if you want to be surrounded by people selling there crappy CDs. 
Pretty much as soon as i parked i had a group of dudes trying to sell me music. They act like 
there handing them out for free but there not, instead there charging more than itunes would 
for there shitty hip hop cds. We actually left after a half hour because we where so fed up with 
people coming up to us trying to sell us garbage.  
 
The beach is interesting for people watching, but i have tons of hippies and drug users i can see 
at in my own city, so no need to go out of my way to see the 'local flavor' here. 
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Overall, without a doubt this is my least favorite beach in the LA area. I consider the 4 hour 
drive it took me to get here and back from where i lived in downtown LA a MASSIVE waste of 
time. 

 Caring parents beware of this beach.  If you like crap, smelling piss, listening to gangster music, 
and the hundreds of times the marijuana guys asking if you want to take a hit "legally" in front 
of your kids, then this place is for you. The walk ways along the shops are the worst.  This place 
might be good for teens but for caring parents, I suggest another beach.  Maybe just stay at the 
shoreline area but avoid the shop area. Or better yet take your family a mile up Santa Monica 
Beach.  I find it funny that there was a guy that look nearly homeless holding up a cardboard 
sign selling slices of pizza for $1.99 while coughing like he's been infected by the plague. 
Really???? Did a U turn and I was out of there. 

 OMG, the Venice "boardwalk" is a concrete path riddled with rundown shacks selling 
sunglasses and T-shirts and greasy food. Every other shop is a tattoo parlor or pot club!  Total 
dive. And the visitors are either hard-core urban or wayward tourists. As for entertainment: A 
few street performers dancing to ghetto blasters. Boring.  
 
Meanwhile, the traffic to the beach on summer weekends can take an hour off the highway 
ramp. And forget about parking -- once you manage to reach a nearby lot, it's a rip-off $15 
...  Speaking of forget about it: Pray you don't need to use the public bathroom -- a good half-
hour line, and filthy, with no toilet paper!  
 
Luckily, the beach is wide and fairly clean. And there's no dissing the view of the Pacific Ocean 
(though I do prefer the Atlantic, since it's warmer and calmer and you can swim in it)....  
 
If you go to Venice, go instead to the downtown area (Abbot Kinney Blvd) with the fun shops, 
or find the canals and drive up and down them to see the McMansions and some cool modern 
architecture....  
 
Or if you're obsessed with doing the "boardwalk" head down way way way past the shops and 
the crowds, and just stroll along the path with the ocean and cyclists as backdrop. 

 This place is not for me. If you're an East Coaster the best way to describe it is Hampton Beach 
on crack. If you're from San Diego, it's a dirtier Pacific Beach with worse parking. I really 
thought this place would be more interesting and unique but it's not...it is however dirtier and 
sketchier than I imagined. I am glad to finally see it and check it off my list, but I can't wait to 
never go back. 

 Not a place for families AT ALL. It used to be a tolerable and entertaining place with great 
performers, but I will never go back after the horrific sights I saw today. Among the homeless 
and drunk or high people, we saw a possibly drug induced mother giving God knows what to 
what looked like her teenage daughter right on the sidewalk as a 4 or 5 year old child with them 
looked on, who appeared as if she hadn't had a bath in a week! Such a sad place these days- and 
very dirty. I regret taking my 9 yr old there today. 

 Won't ever be going back - $20.00 to park??? Husband and I brought my 17 year old Daughter. 
Boardwalk was filthy - medical marijuana dispensaries, barking pit bulls everywhere attacking 
the little dogs, 2 fights broke out, transients everywhere. Bathrooms were the most disgusting I 
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have ever seen. Went into a shop to buy a simple t-shirt & the owner was asking $19.99 for 
something that I have seen for $10.00 at a swap meet. And to top it all off, my wrist wallet was 
stolen - right off of my wrist. The police think that the thief slipped it off when I was bumped in 
the crowd by a basketball tournament, or cut it off and i didn't fee it. Never again will I be 
coming back to the Sodom and Gomorrah of  LA County 

 Dirty, skanky, trashy, loud. I felt like I needed a bath after going here. Not my scene at all. I'll 
take Malibu or Santa Monica any day over this low class place. 

 was there yesterday....all I saw was vomit on the ground, tattoo shops and pot stores where you 
can buy marijuana.   
 
An absolute nightmare.  What happened to this city? 

 Never again.  Unless I'm going solely to people watch.  This beach was so dirty I felt so gross 
when I left.  I know this beach is really diverse and what not, but it just wasn't for me.  The tiny 
skate park was pretty cool but no one was doing anything worth watching for more than 2 
minutes lol.  The place smelled like weed and homeless people galore.  I don't mind the smell of 
weed, but the homeless smell...no thanks.  Even stepping on the sand I felt so dirty.  *shivers* 
never...again... lol 

 Call me old fashioned, conservative, no fun, I don't care. JUST the boardwalk part of Venice is 
so disgusting I felt like I had caught an STD just by walking around. I'm sure the beach itself is 
cool but I haven't gone there so I can't say anything. All you smell is foul odor, trash, and weed. 
Random homeless people walking up to you (in my case, he was literally a couple inches away 
from my face) asking for weed money, people "handing out" their cd's then asking you to pay, 
pot heads and homeless people laying on the floor, and just straight up weird people. It's just 
not my cup of tea at all. Yes, it's  VERY diverse and you see a lot of cool art/performers and 
what not and that's totally fine. But it's not worth the drive for me and I wouldn't want to 
experience Venice Beach boardwalk ever again. Of all the nice beaches in California, would I 
come back? NO thank you. 

 What the serious eff?! I came here on a trip with high expectations and arrived only to find 
people getting high, not the kind of high I was referring to... Pot shops are everywhere! You 
can't walk an inch without smelling the stench of weed. Even that would have been tolerable if 
parking was free. That's right, it's not!  
 
The cheapest parking I found was $9, which is ridiculous considering that you are paying to 
hangout in a dump. There was trash everywhere! I have never seen a beach so filthy and I've 
been to some really nasty beaches. 
 
The bathrooms here are straight out of a nightmare. They are unisex so you get the stench of 
both sexes. The toilet is so close to the door, you can barely move. I don't even know how some 
people where able to graffiti the walls, much less stand in the fumes of urine and feces to do so.  
 
I was unable to stay for more than two hours even though I had paid for 5 hours of parking. $15 
bucks down the drain. I wish I would have done more research before coming here.  
 
For anyone who wants to experience Venice Beach without spending too much money, I would 
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advise you to hang out in an alley where potheads congregate, preferably near some sand. 
Make sure that alley has a dumpster that's nice and full. Then scatter trash all around you. 
Finally, pour some water on the floor. And that is how you get the Venice Beach experience.c 

 I don't know guys... but this Venice Beach Boardwalk is kinda trashy in a white trash kind of 
way. Pot shops, old poster stands, and street artists selling cheap art. And there's the hectic 
crowd to match all that. Where's the laid-back vibe that's suppose to come along with the 
beach, Indie/hipster vibe? It's trash. All trash, I tell you. 
 
And I've been to better boardwalks, even with the Indie vibe that this place is supposed to be all 
about. I'm sorry, but South Florida has Southern California beat in this department (check 
Hollywood Beach, the next time you head out east to South Florida). 
 
Really, I don't get the allure, or the press. I really don't. 

 Stinky, yucky with trash merchandise.  Unique if you are into that sort of thing.  News said two 
men got stabbed an hour after we left.  Huge homeless population begging for your 
pennies.  Stay away. 

 live right near the boardwalk.  When I moved here, I went down once and was surprised by 
how many people there were. 
 
Anyway, I take people from out of town down here to give them the "true venice experience", 
but honestly, it's not an experience I really don't want to share.  The boardwalk is DIRTY on a 
good day.  Some days it's just down right disgusting.  The bathrooms are gross and sometimes 
can be dangerous.   
 
Sometimes fun things happen on the boardwalk, like drum circles, American Ninja, or cool 
performances, but I would not really want to walk down to the boardwalk to go see these 
things...  The place smells a mixture of urine, feces, and pot.  Top that with always being 
approached by strangers trying to sell you things and it just becomes an uncomfortable 
experience. 
 
Also, I would not want to eat at most of the places down here ... A lot of them don't have 
running water and there was recently a report on some of them using water from the bathroom 
and bringing it to their stalls with buckets -- YUCK!  I would be really careful when deciding to 
snack down here and make sure they are LEGIT. 
 
From now on, I bring people to Abbot Kinney ... which is more expensive, but honestly there's 
more to do there. 

 This place is a dump.  Seriously, don't bother.  The eclectic street performers and vendors make 
it a really busy and dirty experience.  The vendors even charge if you try to take photos of their 
wares!   
 
Maybe I was too naive but I was seeking a nice walk to get away from the rest of LA.  Parking is 
bad, and it's not worth your time.  Find something else to do. 
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 You'll love Venice Beach if..... 
1.  You love cheap t-shirts, sunglasses, tattoo shops and other cheesy souvenirs.  There's an 
endless supply. 
2.  Nothing you want to sit on or touch because it's filthy with trash,spilled drinks and God 
knows what else. 
3. Nasty, greasy food 
4. The smell of urine mingled with  weed. 
5. A beach that's more dirt and rocks than sand. 
6. Paying at least $20 to park and horrendous traffic 
7.  Everything in sight covered in bird "$:/ 
I was here about 10 years ago and it was way nicer. This place makes Atlantic City look posh. 

 Terrible. This place is so sketchy. I was expecting an artsy, hipster type of place with "famous" 
landmarks like muscle beach, unique vendors selling art, and cool souvenir shops. Don't get me 
wrong, there are TONS of vendors but unfortunately the majority of them are very dirty and 
homeless. They will follow you and continuously hassle you all the way down the boardwalk, 
especially the artists trying to cell their CDs. We were afraid to eat here or even use the 
bathroom. Just a very dirty place all together that is overrun with homeless people sleeping in 
the park and benches. On the upside (if there is one) you can buy a lot of cheap souvenirs and 
can find things you probably won't find on other beaches. 

 seriously, how did this place get such a high rating?  this place is just bizzare.  20-35 dollars for 
parking, dirty, crowded, smelly, so many sketchy people (the good thing is that cops are 
everywhere that people seem to get arrested left and rght)...i dont understand how people 
could bring their kids here.  i couldnt even wait to get out of there 

 Tattoos and drugs is what you can find in this place. 
Do not bring your kids. 
Unsafe and unhealthy place. 

 I'd like to write down so much more however I'm low on time I'm doing a quick review. When 
yesterday and will be my last day returning to this dump!! Their is a bit of actives for the kids 
and a bunch of vendors now which is better more options to try new food or some good 
treats.  Now the people in this place is disgusting and the boardwalk omg don't get me started! 
every trash can you saw was just over filled with trash and trash was starting to pile around the 
trash bin too! They don't keep this beach well maintained yeah its a beach but man this place is 
disgusting now! Not a good place to bring kids anymore due to people smoking weed all over 
the place and a bunch of dirty bums every where and every  corner you walk pass by smells 
LITERALLY like shit I'm not exaggerating believe me! I will NEVER return to this place 
again!!! Sorry Big Daddy your funnel cakes are delicious but something has to be done about 
this place SOON!! It's a DUMP!!!! If I could give it -5 stars I would!! 

 For travelers looking to see whst venice beach is about : 
Two things come to mind ; 1) don't bring your kids to this beach it's full of inappropriate 
beggers, pot "shops", and takers... 
2) there is a show called the Calipso Tumblers that have a street act there that at  first appears 
to be entertaining with a good anti drug message but quickly turns into a racists public 
shameing for money - and they go WAY to far with trying to loudly (on a microphone you can 
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hear for a 1/2 mile away) trying racially pic people out of the crowd and shame them into giving 
100 ' s of dollars to them for their street tumbling act..... 

 has become way to commercialized,stay away from the green dr,its a bait and switch scam,as 
with all the drs giving 215 scripts there,use to go there cuz it was cool,its no longer cool,it 
sucks,hardly any hand made crafts anymore,all stores and venders are selling the same 
uninteresting stuff from cheap factory's in china,Venice beach has lost its swag,its no longer 
dog town... 

 oh man... in my 27 years of life, i had always heard about this place and how the bikinis were 
small and the people were outragous.  Last summer i went there, for the first time. 
 
what did i see? 
 
food, art shop, t-shirt shop, pot shop, food, art shop, t-shirt shop, pot shop, food, art shop, t-
shirt shop, pot shop, food, art shop, t-shirt shop, pot shop, food, art shop, t-shirt shop, pot 
shop, food, art shop, t-shirt shop, pot shop, over and over and over again. 
 
There was pretty much nothing of intrest.  There was almost no parking and what parking was 
there was expensive. 
 
The only grace was that there were "street preformers" yet even they were reminicent of city 
walk.  The drum circle was nice, but they were high and i was sober. 

 Venice Beach Boardwalk is like the people that reside on the boardwalk:  tired, old, and 
dirty.  Did I neglect to mention sketchy?  Whenever I go there on warm weekends it feels like a 
fight is gonna break out any second. 
 
But when it's not too too crowded, it's tired, old and dirty, but kinda charming in that "favorite 
worn pair of shoes" sort of way. 

 geez i hate to be a biyatch about this one... 
 
i wanted to just drive some place today since i got off work early. i drove down to venice and i 
forgot that didnt like the place =P it was really awkward for me, since i went by myself. i ended 
up paying $5 for parking and then walked down the boardwalk. first i was stopped by some 
reggae guy that wanted me to listen to his music. he stuck out his cd into my face and before i 
knew what he said, i grabbed the cd and was stuck! he had me listen to his music, which was 
OK, not bad but i dont think i'd buy it. "mm pretty good! thanks... but sorry!... good luck 
anyway!" haha kept walking... some guy had a table of a pile of leaves... i was like holy shit! 
what is that?! but then there was a sign that said SAGE. hahaha there was a funny looking guy 
that was playing a grand piano. it was actually pretty good and i wanted to take a picture of it, 
because who brings a freakin grand piano to the beach??? but then i saw his sign that said 
"please dont take a picture unless you leave a tip" hahah kept walking... i decided to sit on a 
little patch of grass near the beach to take some pictures. sat down... and this guy riding by on 
his bike is like "heyyyy little lady... sitting all by yourself???... can i come and sit with you 
after???" i was just like "heh..................." *awkwwwaaaarrrrddddddd* time to go. sadly i think 
it was scary for me because i went by myself and felt i kinda wasted $5. im not sure if i'd go to 
this particular place in venice again.... 
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i guess if you're into bums, bongs, sunglasses, graffiti, etc... its the spot ;) 

 Ugh. 
 
I'm giving the Venice Beach Boardwalk the benefit of two stars because I (eagerly!) spent so 
many hours of my late teens here hoping to see or do something interesting.  The problem was 
that I didn't want to be homeless, do strange drugs with dirty older people, or buy any of the 
annoying T-shirts for sale at every single store. 
 
When I was nineteen, I actually thought Venice Beach was cool and Hollywood sucked.  At 
least I was half right. 
 
In any case, I do owe the fact that I don't have a tattoo or a piercing to the Venice Beach 
Boardwalk.  I saw so many people get tattoos and piercings here that I would never do 
either.  Seeing one girl get her belly button pierced was like watching someone get 
waterboarded. 
 
Oh, and the last time I was here (circa 2003), I almost got robbed by someone who originally 
wanted me to buy him a sandwich but who I think was trying to get me to go somewhere where 
he or he and his group of friends would jump me. 

 im from so cal. i go to venice beach sometimes but its only because i want to play basketball 
(which i no longer do due to the fact that all the players out there act like they are michael 
jordan/scarface). its not clean, there are alot of homeless people around, and dont dare go into 
that water hommie. i guess if your from out of state then this would be considered a tourist 
spot, but for us locals we know what the deal is. there are better (and cleaner) beaches further 
south and nearby. 

 At the age of nine I loved this place.  Best Churros from an old Mexican Man who made them 
with love.  He sprinkled the sugar/cinnamon so generously with his loving, weathered 
hands.  He would smile and nod, passing off the hot, crisp sweet dough to my small hands.  
 
I would then roll on my skateboard down the crowded boulevard--soaking in all the graffiti, 
talented street performers--and guys showing off to other guys how macho they were by oiling 
their hard bodies and lifting excessive weight--all while hoping that the other guy they were 
trying to impress didn't notice that "missed" shaved spot on their left thigh. 
 
Oh how things change. 
 
TWENTY YEARS LATER: 
 
Too many tourists.  How many fucking sunglass vendors do I need to pass before I get to see 
something worth looking at?  Why is the Churro Man now a McDonald's-Owned Corporate 
Vendor?  Why is the Republican Committee having a stupid Schwarzenegger Press Conference 
here--Get the fuck out of town! 
 
Why did I spend two damn hours trying to park?  Why did they tear down most of the old 
graffiti walls?  Why are all the skaters now confined to a sad little park like dogs on short 
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leashes? 
 
Why did I ever come back? 
 
Venice--I give you one star for the summer of 2008--and one more for the sun drenched 
memories you left me from my childhood. 

 This place is famous, and very crowded and busy. The tee shirts are tacky and it's overcrowded 
and smelly. The one thing i like is that the Havaianas are cheaper here then some other places. 

 The only reason to come out here is to cross it off your list of places to see.  I honestly would 
not have come here if my friend had not recommended it as something to do.  The only thing 
preventing this from being a 1 star review is the minute amount of entertainment provided by 
this experience. 
 
The best way to describe Venice Beach is as a psychiatric hospital on a beach.  Depending on 
how you feel about that, you can easily be entertained...or lose faith in humanity.  Classic 
examples include guy collecting funds to rebuild Death Star and recruiting to kill off Jedi, guy 
in alien mask reading book in corner, and kids telling me how marijuana is the cure all drug 
(i.e. stub your toe...smoke a joint).  In a one mile stretch, there were no less than 25 of these 
kids passing out cards.  The numerous stands and booths all get horribly 
repetitive.  Essentially, the boardwalk plays like one of those old time cartoons where the 
artists just recycled the background over and over.  Food options are limited to mainly pizza 
places with a few burger places sprinkled in...and the occasional fruit cart. 
 
If you are going to come out here, parking is going to run roughly 10 bucks unless you're lucky 
enough to find street parking.  It might be easier to just look for places a few blocks away from 
the beach. 
 
If you have nothing better to do, then come out here...but if you can think of anything else to 
do...literally, anything else, don't bother.  Also, I find it humorous with temperatures in the 
upper 60's, people were dressed as if it were winter. 

 have lived in So. Cal for 25 years now. I been to Venice beach maybe a half dozen times over 
those years. I have seen it progessively get worse. The peddlars are more aggressive, the filthy, 
blasting x-rated rap music is awful and ruins the experience. I took my two teens there and 
they couldn't wait to leave. It really is a place just to say you've been there and be over it. And 
for those that complain about the police presence, grow a brain stem. I feel good that they are 
so visible there. Guess what it would be like if they weren't there and the criminals ran the 
area? 
Harry Perry is always funny, the walk-up pizza slice place is good, some of the open air cafes 
are cool to have a beer at. Venice Beach will always have a crowd for no other reason than it's a 
curious place to people watch, but it can be annoying depending on your expectations. Park 
way over by the rotary near the semi-residential neighborhoods and walk to the beach a few 
blocks on Windward Ave. I have never not found a spot and I have never paid to park. That's 
for the unknowing tourists! 

 Not a place where I would take my son. Not what I expected but it was an experience. It was 
crowded on a Monday but disappointed there were no muscle guys working out. The stores 



149 
 

definitely were overpriced and it all look like swapmeet stuff. And the medical marijuana 
stores, wow, definitely don't see that anywhere else...lol. You can smell it as you pass by the 
shop. Those guys trying to sell their cd should learn from the other singers by actually 
performing and promoting the cd instead of hustling cd's with writing on it with a sharpie. 

 be prepared to be approached to listen to some hip hop or smell a can of scary looking 
lotion.  buy my cd-r for $20?  does this smell like cocoa butter?  buy my book of poems?  theres 
also a short guy standing with a door? on his head.  was he wearing diapers and a lemon or 
something im not sure.  other bizarre stuff too. 
 
kinda entertaining.  but place is dirty and a bit sad. 
 
place makes everyone there seem weird.  even the people walking around. 

 "Yo yo, nigger! You gotta listen to this shit!" Wait, what the fuck?! Did he seriously just call me 
a "nigger" and at the same time shoving cds and headphones in my face?! RUDE. 
 
This was my first time visiting Venice Beach, and it will be my last time as well. This place just 
isn't for me. I'm more of a Laguna Beach kinda girl. Right when I got there, I wanted to leave. 
GROSS GROSS GROSS. So freaking dirty! Trash everywhere, bums everywhere, gang-bangers 
everywhere, wanna-be gang bangers everywhere. We have people smoking weed left and right, 
crazy people shouting out random stupid shit every 5 minutes.  
 
I mean, it was pretty cool knowing that I love You, Man and White Man Can't Jump was filmed 
here, but the cool feeling lasted for about a good 10 minutes then it was gone when I realized 
how dirty and gross this place was. So, no, I would not return to Venice Beach anytime soon. 

 Some interesting people watching, but honestly, not too much interesting here. Better people 
to be watching back at home in the bay area.. 
 
All of the medical marijuana places were annoying as hell. They had aggressive sales people 
harassing every single motherfucker that walked by. Most of the people selling shit had pretty 
lame stuff, things that a 8 year old in a crafts class would be capable of. The t-shirts were 
pathetic. However, there were a few talented people hawking goods that actually were worth a 
damn, but they were in a tiny minority 
 
Waste of my time. 

 Interesting tourists spot. Lots of performers doing a bunch of different stuff. Also noticed there 
are a lot of bong shops. Another thing there are a lot of are freakin' weirdos. I can see shit like 
pick pocketing, random beatings, and drug trafficking that probably happens here. I really 
wouldn't advise a group of girls to come here on there own. Really it's a place where you go see 
once and really don't need to come back. 

 Interesting tourists spot. Lots of performers doing a bunch of different stuff. Also noticed there 
are a lot of bong shops. Another thing there are a lot of are freakin' weirdos. I can see shit like 
pick pocketing, random beatings, and drug trafficking that probably happens here. I really 
wouldn't advise a group of girls to come here on there own. Really it's a place where you go see 
once and really don't need to come back. 
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 We came to Venice because we had heard it was more for young people versus Santa Monica 
that was more family oriented and by far, Santa Monica's pier was way better! 
 
There were so many weird people on the boardwalk, it was insane.  
We decided to try out some food & to say the least, I threw away half of my cheeseburger. But 
okay, let's stick to the boardwalk.  
 
Yes, it's good for people watching, to relax under a palm tree, and to hit the beach but the 
crowd was so bizarre, I didn't know what to do with myself. We ended up leaving because there 
was not much to do aside from buying things from local stands, eating, watching people in a 
nearby skateboard park, or receiving a "medical release" by "doctors" for medicinal fill in the 
blank. 

 Hot as Hell. 
More weird than Austin. 
Street Vendors. 
Weed. 
 
OK, I get it weed is legal in California...but, I am going to assume the only place you can get it is 
Venice Beach because every other shop was a "doctor".  "Hey man you need to get high" and a 
dealer next door.... 
 
Ah, reminds me of Mexico...I feel a little sore, doc...Here is a prescription for 750mg of Vicatin 
and some 20mg of Soma! 

 What a dump.  What a waste of my time.  It SUCKS!!! 

 I guess I really have become an official old fart.   
 
This is a place you need to visit once.  For under 30 minutes.  The beach itself is beautiful.  But 
the Boardwalk?  The best are the quirky characters, the skateboard park, and the murals.  But 
you can find the same cheap souvenirs, hucksters, and fried food just about anywhere.   
 
Where are the chain saw jugglers and glass eating sideshow superstars who I was so enthralled 
with when I visited last visited Venice Beach 30 years ago?  Off doing their Black Friday 
shopping? 
 
My advice for my fellow cranky old people?  After you spend 30 minutes on the boardwalk, go 
walk along the Venice canals.  They are beautiful, peaceful and well worth the trip. 
 
My advice for the young in spirit:  don't forget your skateboard and your volleyball. 

 Disappointed.  
Lots of crap. 

 Me and boyfriend drove down from SF to visit LA for a couple of days. Only had one day left, 
decided to go here instead of Hollywood's star boulevard. We went not knowing anything about 
it. 
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We got weed shops, shady looking tattoo parlours, nastyass looking people, hobos, dirty 
everything. The janky ass apartments right behind the shops...You know shit has gone down in 
there that nobody wants to know about. Most of the art people were trying to sell looked gross. 
Not a place I would take my hypothetical kids.  
 
Okay, Venice Boardwalk, you're eclectic, we get it. 
 
The stars go to the actual beach, which is gorgeous.  
 
Also, I Love You Man made this place look a lot nicer than it is. I guess if there was a place to 
throw your feces like a gorilla, this would be the place to do it. 

 Parking was a challenge to find, but my husband thought it was a good idea to bring me here to 
walk around since I've never been.  When we got there, I was not very pleased.  It was just 
DIRTY!  With all the unhealthy fast foods and cheap stores selling junk you don't need, I felt 
like I was at a flea market, but I must say, it was interesting to see the Muscle Beach, 
basketball, and handball courts.  Good place to people watch, but watch out for the 
seagulls!  They're everywhere. 

 I'm not sure what the difference is between this Yelp listing and this other Yelp listing at 
yelp.com/biz/venice-beac…. They are both listed under "beaches". The Boardwalk should be 
categorized as "local flavor". Lots and lots of local flavor. 
 
I don't see the appeal of a dirty beach, difficult parking, congested streets, bad food, tacky 
souvenir shops, panhandlers, public urination, and usually the worst weather in Los Angeles. 
Then there are the mindless meanders that cluelessly clog the otherwise wonderful bike path. 
Yet visitors flock here to make it one of the highest attended tourist attractions in Los Angeles. 
I lived in Los Angeles for over 20 years before coming to this public loitering haven from hell 
with vendors hawking junk readily destined for landfills around the globe. 
 
To all you tourists, I recommend visiting Venice.  Venice, Italy, that is.  Do not come to Venice, 
California. 

 For me, this place has gone downhill AND uphill. Doesn't make sense right? Well, this place 
doesn't make sense. I really want to enjoy the beach but it's really hard. There's too many 
distractions. It has a lot of characters, a swap meet vibe, and lots of street performers basically 
begging for money before the show, during the show, after the show. It IS the show. We got 
people smoking weed in front of children AND they're trying to sell some. Yeah, I like Venice 
Beach only when I walk down to Santa Monica. :) 

 Meh.  That about covers it.  I guess I went here expecting a freakshow and some eye 
candy.  Instead what I saw was the dregs of LA panhandling to foreign tourists.  Sorry, but if 
your "talent" is sitting on a Mexican rug letting people look at your tattoos and piercings, you 
are going to have to work harder to pry a buck out of me. Anybody need a T-shirt with a witty 
saying?  Well then save yourself the trip, and the hassle of parking down here, and go to 
Spencer's at your local mall.   Need a hookah pipe, or a scrip for marihuana?  Well then,   Now 
you have come to the right spot.  The only redeeming thing I saw were some talented kids at 
the skatepark (ironically, they were the only ones not panhandling).  Muscle Beach was pretty 
lame.  No huge guys or lady's.  

http://www.yelp.com/biz/venice-beach-venice
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You know,  25 years ago the red light district in Amsterdam was an awesome place to party for 
the night.  Eventually it became all about the pot.  Go there now, and it's nothing but sad 
looking Eastern European women and head shops.  Neither one do much for me.  My guess is 
that at one time, Venice beach was off the hook.  Seems like nowadays, it just checked out. 

 I guess I was expecting more (not sure why) - but it was quite an interesting experience. 
 
I'm not quite sure why we never ventured to Venice before but today we decided to roam 
around.. We paid $8 for parking & started to walk out. First thing I noticed was all the signs for 
medical marijuana. It was seriously on every other store. 9/10 stores sold pipes & other 
smoking items to begin with. 
 
Street venders REALLY try to get ahold of your attention, wanna-be rappers try to hustle their 
CD's & yeah, there's just a whole mix of interesting people down here. 
 
My true advice would be to beware of your surroundings. Some guy tried to tip my purse out of 
my hand - I know he did it on purpose too because he was following us for a bit & kept eyeing 
my bag.c 

 Come once and never come again. 
 
A sight to be had for sure, but filled with druggies, the homeless, and over priced boardwalk 
food. 
 
I'd only recommend going to the beach or the recreational stuff. 
 
Signs that say no smoking, yet ppl are lighting up all over the place. So much for health 
conscious Californians. 
 
Medical marijuana stores with signs that seem geared toward getting ppl high instead of 
treating medical symptoms - real sketchy. 
 
I'd get off my high horse, but the ground is kind of dirty. 

 Either Venice Beach has gone even more down the dump since I've been here last, or I've 
grown up and don't find any amusement here anymore. Either way the only time I feel like I'll 
ever come back here is to show an out of towner some odd beach culture and history, and grab 
some lunch on the boardwalk cause food makes everything better.  
 
If you're a so cal native, I personally don't find there's any reason to come back after you've 
been once. It seems like every street vendor offers the same sort of thing; incense, rasta gear, 
personalized somethings, tattoo and piercing shops, some sort of art, cheap clothes and 
accessories (glasses and jewelry), and too much weed for anyone's good. 
 
I'm also seriously over the piss, grime, and B.O. Some of the people are really doing their best 
to make a living, but I feel there are plenty of others who are just loiters. And don't have 
animals if you can't care for yourself first! 
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 Pretty much all of the other reviews hit it on the head so no point in regurgitating most of the 
same info. It's worth spending a little time just to people watch and mark it off your list. 
Probably would never make a second trip, though. 

 Venice Beach is fun for about 30 mins (if you keep an open mind and the stench of urine 
doesn't bother you). 
 
This is a great place to people watch and enjoy a beautiful beach.  
 
One lesson I learned: don't take the "free CD" from the wannabe rapper. The CD's aren't free 
and when you reach in your wallet to pay the $10 the rapper and his friends will harass you 
about how much more cash you have. 
 
I wouldn't trust the food. 
 
The street dance/B boy show is pretty entertaining and it's pretty funny to see people with a 
chihuahua on a table asking for $2 for a picture with it haha! 
 
I would say visit Venice Beach if you're visiting LA for the first time just to say you've seen it. As 
for me, I live around here and don't plan on going back anytime soon. 

 Went there for my first and last visit last week.  My daughter and I were vacationing in Cali and 
met a friend here for lunch and sightseeing.  Area as a whole is dirty.  The public restrooms 
were extremely gross.  Homeless people all around.  We witnessed a couple near fights on two 
different occasions.  On a positive note the places to eat are endless. 

 You have to go to Venice Beach if you're a tourist. You'll find endless t-shirt/sunglass shops, 
art, medical marijuana joints and great places to drink a beer and watch the rest of the world 
go by. But it's dirty, full of questionable people and is like being in Hollywood but on the beach. 

 Well , i was here on a monday evening, was really excited to be here , but my experience wasnt 
pleasant at all, there were lots and lots of homeless and wierd looking people who freaked me 
out, a guy was hitting and cursing a dog, a guy was after us asking to buy something and many 
more unpleasant experiences .The food wasnt great too , not many options except pizza and 
icecream. 
The 2 stars are for the public parking we found nearby . 
I wouldnt be back . 

 Brought the kids here for the first time. Last time I  was here was 1999 when my girlfriend 
(now my wife) shared a falafal sandwich while people watching. The same pot smoking dudes 
from back in the day are here.  Unfortunately this place has lost its kool factor.  The burnt out 
hippies and t shirt stores blasting 2 pac and Madonna are a far cry from the glory days of 
Venice.  The skate park is full of 40 and 50 year old dudes skating on their vintage tony hawk 
boards, and the outdoor gym had not one steroided out person working out. Only non carnival 
fast food is the Poke place, which rocks.  Probably not worth a visit. 

 Venice boardwalk is.. A trip. But everyone knows that, which is why it's so visited. We stopped 
by on a Monday because we were in the area and hadn't visited the boardwalk since moving out 
to California, so we figured it was overdue. I saw a man pull out his willy and piss on the street 
of the boardwalk (I really wish I was kidding, but I promise I'm not), was harassed by a man 
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two times for money for his charity to the point where he was yelling angrily at me because I 
wouldn't give him anything, and saw more homeless people in one area then I think I've ever 
seen in my entire life. There's a lot of randomness going on at Venice beach and the boardwalk, 
but as long as you're aware of that going into it, you'll be fine. Definitely won't be hanging out 
here, but it was an interesting experience. 

 One of the places you need to go to once in your lifetime - just to put that checkmark next to it 
on the things you want to do.  There's nothing special about the shopping - its all tshirts, 
swimwear, insence, sunglasses, and tattoo shops.  The main attraction is the freakish people 
that come to watch the other freakish people - from the drum circlers to the guy on rollerskates 
(who's got to be like 60 yrs old - seriously).  Its fun to go and 'people watch' once every year or 
two - but not comeplace I'd wanna take little kids or to go if I seriously wanted to enjoy the 
beach. 

 Venice Beach is definitely not in my list of top 10 beaches in the world, maybe not even in my 
top 10 beaches in the United States. 
 
Unless it's in the middle of the week or the winter, parking around the area is impossible to 
find. I spent over a hour searching for a parking spot on the side streets because even the paid 
lots had lines that stretched blocks down the street both to get in with your car and to pay at 
the post. 
 
Secondly, NO DOGS (boo!) are allowed on the promenade or on the beach.  
 
Thirdly, the public bathrooms are atrocious - you don't want me to elaborate. 
 
Although the walk to the water is a stretch, it is worth it. The soft real yellow sands do warm 
your toes, but make for good sand castle building and the view stretches a few miles in both 
directions. 
 
Finally, the people watching is great! Families from all over the world mixed with local 
characters. 

 Of course its touristy but where else can you: 
 
1) get a delicious smoothy 
2) buy a cool CD from a respectable up and coming Hip-Hop group 
3) see a bunch of Mexicans almost get shot by the police in front of a huge crowd, because they 
won't get out of their car 
4) see roller skating dancers 
5) watch a man make amazing sculptures out of sand 
6) watch another man get arrested and zip-tied by a cop for who knows what 
7) see a homeless-looking man controlling a Paris Hilton robot on wheels 
8) laugh at the funny (but too cheap looking to buy) t-shirts 
9) go to the beach and not go near the sand or water 
10) get a parking ticket for coming back 2 mins after the meter expires 

 How sad that something with so much history, culture, and beauty has turned into a trashy, 
and at certain hours, unsafe place.  
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It's worth coming and walking around once 

 Can't say I LOVE this place, but it ended up being more enjoyable than I thought... 
 
When I first came here, I was actually kind of put off....its dirty, the bathrooms are disgusting (I 
should have known, its PUBLIC), there's tons of punks and randomn bums with stores selling 
the same junk over and over again...dirty....  
 
However, I guess it has its own flair - mostly middle class, normal everyday people with a LOT 
of interesting characters mixed in.  I wouldn't go by myself, just because I didn't really feel safe 
because there was some randomn people just sitting there... STARING at me while the boy was 
in the bathroom.  However, if I was here with company I would feel a little better, maybe more 
company than usual :)  
 
I like the street vendors, but out of all the vendors only one guy was doing caricatures, which is 
what we wanted to do, so we ended up not getting it done.  That was kinda weird since they're 
usually all over the place.   
 
However, when the sun started to set, I could see the charm of this place, the boardwalk began 
to clear out, and as we sat at the public courts watching the locals play ball with the sun slowly 
sinking and the pretty oranges and pinks and purple of dusk came out....there was a very 
stereotypical "California" feel to that place.... 
 
Glad to have been there with someone special :) and maybe we can visit again next time we're 
here. 

 Go here if you want to see guys w/ big muscles, potheads, and hippies. 
 
The shopping is ok-- cheap, lots of hippie/beach gear. The food choices kind of suck.  
 
Parking is a mess in the summer. Best time to go is off hours (ex: when people are at work). 

 If you want to do something touristy and "Californian" head to the Venice Boardwalk. You will 
find crazy characters, tattoo parlors, head shops, overpriced-tourist goodies and three- for- $12 
T-shirt deals. 
 
The scene is way too overwhelming for me. The mixture of stinky people, stinky sewers and 
fried food kinda makes my stomach churn. Not a good spot to go if you are hungover, P.S. 
 
But, it is a definite-must see and a truly unique Californian spot. It is not for everyone, and you 
will probably find more tourists in over-sized sweatshirts than locals 

 The Venice Boardwalk is like Amsterdam by the beach. 
 
There's the familiar fragrance that wafts on the ocean breeze, and head shops galore, and 
plenty of sketchy types and dirty hippies. When we were there, a lively drum circle was going 
on, surrounded by a crowd of spectators chanting, "Dance, hippies, dance!" Ok, not really that 
last part, but I would have enjoyed that. I had to dodge a hippy that was bleeding down his 
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arm. How one gets injured like that in a drum circle I don't particularly want to know. 
 
But we agreed that the craziest person we saw at Venice recently was a woman sitting on the 
cement along the walkway, playing the recorder. No sign. No hat on the ground for tips. Just 
playing the recorder for the sheer musical joy of it. I think that's the person you really have to 
watch out for. 
 
But enough about the inhabitants....The buildings lining the boardwalk have personality (by 
that I mean kind of run-down....but some have cool murals). This is something you really start 
to appreciate when you think of all the other gentrified beach communities. And there really 
was a "freak show," which piqued my curiosity, but not enough to submit my retinas to 
whatever is considered freak-ish by Venice standards. 

 You have to go at least once. Yeah, it is a freak show: A bunch of mentally unstable loonies 
running around while a bunch of people who are obviously not from LA watch in horror and 
freight. It's all worth it for the Manic Panic shop. The only one in LA!!! Not only can you get 
your favorite hair color dye, but  you can also shop for clothes, jewelry, hair accessories and 
make up. 
 
Oh, and you have to take your foreign visitors here so they can see it and buy the cheapest 
tourist shit in all of LA. 

 I guess Venice Beach is one of those places you wonder about because you see on TV and 
movies all the time.  I'm not really sure what I was expecting when I went there but since I'm 
from Northern Cali I would describe it as Berkeley with an ocean view.  You can find vendors 
with tons of different, ecletic merchandise.  From pipes to windchimes to handmade art.  Its on 
the dirty side and the public restrooms are gross.  But it definately is a good spot to people 
watch, from the dreadlock surfer guy to the steriod weightlifter in shiny speedos.  Oh and they 
have a 'doctor' on duty for all your medicinal needs.  For me once is enough but for those who 
want to re-live the 60's this is the place to be. 

 If you have a friend in town, you might want to take him/her here on weekend, but don't send 
your friend there on their own.   
 
Venice, you could be some much more.  There is no shortage of culture and the potential for 
this place is through the roof, but all of it is just plain DIRTY and it frustrates the heck out of 
me.  There is so much that's fun about this spot, but you can just as easily be completely turned 
off by all the graffiti, worn down shops, and the huge population of stoners and beggers. 
 
In sum, tourists and newcomers that aren't used to major cities will be turned off by this place, 
but locals who are more comfortable with their surroundings will enjoy the change of pace here 
and tidal wave of hippie culture that permeates the air here. 

 I use to come here and get hanna tattoos when i was like 12 !! :D 
Ahem... 
 
... 
I like walking down here with friends, all kinds of people here,but at night its like bum city, 
well during the day its bum city too. 
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The bathrooms gross i hope i never have to go in those things, smells like insense everywhere, 
but its free entertainment and ive never had a problem with the people like some have 
mentiond. 
I like to watch the skaters, i'll have to check the shops again, never found anything really 
interesting to buy... 
 
This place is so-so to me since i dont really like to be botherd by people but its still fun to hang 
out with people here. 

 I was here when I was 15 or so. Being an avid music historian, I was expecting the Venice Beach 
that received Jim Morrison and many of the other greats. Today, the place is definitely a tourist 
infested hot-zone. 
 
However, don't let any of my pessimism fool you. The place is still a delicious bouquet of local 
flavour, from the strange ever-changing stores along the boardwalk, to the weird array of street 
performers, the likes of which you don't often get to see in north of the border. 
 
Venice is cool. But not as cool as it once was. 

 The beach scene is not really my cup of tea without the rest of the crew. I can stomach it by 
myself for so long till I get bored. Fortunately I am running through here with my sisters. It is 
alright weather and I walk in and out a couple of stores. There's a number of shops that I 
wouldn't mind getting ink'd at but then I remind myself that there are a number of world 
renowned places to go else where in LA. Over all the area is ok. Would I come back... perhaps 
when the weather gets better.  
 
So here I am walking down the boardwalk minding my own business. Howeve as we are about 
to leave I hear an ever faint beat. I look around and I see a fire about 100 yards out onto the 
beach. I walk closer where the sand meets the pavement and listen.  
. 
. 
. 
*rave music and a bunch of half naked folks dancing around the fire 
chanting... "ZION ZION ZION!" 
*I say to myself...  
"that's nice." 
. 
. 
. 
and then continue on my merry lil way.  
;D 

 Venice Beach is like a train wreck.  You know you should avert your eyes in case you see 
something gory and awful, but you just can't.  Venice Beach is completely distasteful and yet 
morbidly fascinating at the same time. 
 
What began in the 50s and 60s as a center for Beat poets, writers and artists has now 
degenerated into the epicenter of madness that it is today.  The boardwalk itself must be sitting 
on some sort of electromagnetic anomaly (ala the island in LOST) that's tuned directly into to 
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people's inner freakshow. 
 
Though it's disturbed in a very real way, Venice Beach is just a microcosm of the world we live 
in.  Artists, crafters, buskers, drug addicts, diviners of fortune, vendors of the wild and wacky 
and everyone in between are invited to pull up a chair and sit at the table of moonstruck 
nonsense. 
 
For a people watcher like me, Venice Beach is like drinking from a fire hose.  While I was there 
I saw the following:  
1. A shaven dude wearing only a patriotic man-thong. 
2. A shaven dude wearing only a cheetah print man-thong standing on a stool playing with fake 
cobras. 
3. A really loud, really awful Beyonce wannabe with an amplifier. 
4. A Rastafarian who walked on broken glass and talked a lot. 
5. Pitbulls. 
6. Potheads. 
7. Tweaked out crackheads. 
8. A man who aligned chakras. 
9. A woman who aligned chakras and read tarot cards. 
10. A tweaked out crackhead that aligned chakras and read tarot cards. 
11. A multitude of really untalented artists. 
12. A guy selling cookies. 
13. A dude who got his bike stolen. 
14. A guy getting arrested for stealing some dude's bike. 
15. A hippie tripping on an illegal psychedelic substance. 
16. A drum circle. 
17. Hippies tripping on an illegal psychedelic substance in a drum circle. 
18. A old hippie on roller skates singing and playing the guitar. (Thanks Mikey H.) 
19. A bunch of creepy old men against circumcision.  
 
Stay crazy Venice Beach.  I need a shower. 

 Parking on a Saturday is an evil bitch, but you'll make it. Then there's the characters, the 
beautiful beach, the dirty streets. It's just one of those LA places you have to go to sometimes. 
Just to say you went to the beach on a Saturday with your pal. 

 This is a total touristy thing to do.  It is definitely some good people watching and if you have 
never done it, it is something to try once.  Give it a chance, you might actually see some stuff 
that is quite interesting.  All the food there is typical fried boardwalk crap and pretty much the 
lowest grade pizza you could find, but simply go for the people watching.   
 
Have low expectations and enjoy.  Some of the vendors have some interesting crafts.  Some of 
the vendors are purely entertaining.  It is definitely a tourist experience that needs to be 
covered once. 

 i remember the first time i visited venice beach boardwalk. it was in 1987 during the lakers 
playoff run. i was visiting from out of town. i was still living in mexico. 
 
what an experience that was. VBB is a societal microcosm of both L.A. and west coast cliches. 
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you have your hippies, your war veterans, your muscle beach people, your painter artists and 
tons and tons of merchants. 
 
then there is also the food, tons of food, fast food, mexican food, bars and bars, and all the 
teenage skaters, and the cholos, and the beach bums and bunnies. it's an amalgamation of 
peace and chaos, art and muscle, beauty and the sight of a homeless dying or barfing. it really 
does leave a lasting impression when you're young and from out of town. 
 
nowadays however, the digital age rules supreme, everything is at your fingerprints, 
information at your disposal, food delivery at no charge, the world at the click of a mouse. it 
doesn't seem so special like it used to be. what's worse than a cliche? an outdated cliche. 
 
come for the drum circles, perhaps, the sun setting across the west horizon. come for the 
remnants of a faded old glory, if you're able to find parking, that is. 

 Ok, let' be honest here. Everyone likes the circus, but how often do you actually go? The evil 
looking clowns, the PETA hating elephant trainers, the creepy organ music, the stinky and over 
priced food.  
 
Now close your eyes and envision that 300 feet from the water, and you have Venice Beach.  
 
I don't mean to hate, but this place can only be handled in small doses. Especially if you are 
susceptible to a contact buzz. The place is often over crowded (if you work a 9-5 M-F job and 
can only go on weekends). The vendors are annoying and often in your face. Just walking 
though the massive crowds of people while guarding your bag is exhausting in itself. At least 
looking at the freaks is free - unless they try to get you to donate to their "Pot for Punks" or 
"Kick me for $5" campaigns in exchange for a picture to prove you have indeed been to the 
freak show in LA.   
 
If you have guests in town who are on the adventurous side and like free freak shows, then by 
all means, take them here. You will have more than enough within an hour. Especially since 
parking can be a nightmare. Bring your camera and appetite for the interesting (to say the 
least). The beach itself is nice and "normal" if you will, though there are better beaches near 
LAX.  
 
I'm sorry, Venice Beach, I think it's time we take a break and start seeing other people. 

 It is worth going to once. I never want to see many of the people there again. It is like going 
through the American Gladiators gauntlet but with weird bums. I don't like being bothered by 
people and this place is non stop. The beach is nice but I never will walk that strip again. The 
highlight would be the people holding up signs saying "Dr. Kush" and directing people to 
doctors who prescribe weed for whatever. I would not bring a dog there if it was a small breed. 
Too many mean dogs! I saw a little cute dog in a pink shirt get freaked out by a big mean crazy 
dog. All I can think of is the terror this dog felt. 

 I hadn't been to Venice in a LONG LONG time, so of course I was game to spend a sunny 
afternoon strolling along a boardwalk decorated by love bong-sculptures and whatnot. 
 
First of all, the $6 parking in the public lot is atrocious.  I don't know how much it costs to park 
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at other beaches, but... SIX BUCKS to SELF-PARK?!  RIPOFF.  When I grow up, I want to own 
a public parking lot. I'd be a gabillionaire. 
 
Anyway, we strolled around for a few hours. It was really too chilly to sunbathe, but I did have 
a rockin' good time just checking out the random sidewalk vendors, street performers, and 
dogs galore.  Despite the absolute ghetto-ness of everything, I think it's still fun to spend an 
afternoon browsing around here and there. 
 
I got conned by a music man, though.  He tried to get us to listen to something on his Discman, 
and I really had no clue what was going on.  I made my BF listen, even though he didn't want 
to.  After, the music dude wanted a "donation," so in appreciation of his hard work in trying to 
get his name out there, I gave him $2.  "TWO BUCKS?!" he exclaimed.  "Girl,  you gotta give 
me more than that."  Stupefied, I took out another dollar.  "THREE BUCKS?!  Girl, at least give 
me fifteen."  FOR WHAT?! 
 
Oh.  Turns out, he wanted us to pretty much buy his CD.  Well, after much explaining ("I really 
don't have any more spare change"), he ended up giving us a CD anyway.  What a waste of 
$3.  The entire CD was HORRIBLE! 
 
Aside from that, I had some crappy soft serve ice cream, the BF had some crappy coffee, and I 
got to see some super Hulk-like dudes working out at Muscle Beach.  I bought a couple packets 
of incense (only because the dude selling them looked to be about 100 years old and I felt sorry 
for him).  I gave out about $5 in donations to other supposedly starving people that "just really 
wanted a slice of pizza."  I was also overwhelmed by the smell of weed at every corner, what 
with all the "legal marijuana" nonsense joints everywhere.  *cough cough* 
 
I also got laughed at by a bunch of strangers because I got scared by the man in stilts.  I didn't 
see him, as I was too busy staring at the freak show building, and when he came into my line of 
sight, I screamed like a banshee.  Totally unexpected. 
 
Saw a bunch of people, young and old, riding bikes, skateboarding, rollerblading, and other 
such whatnots.. But the best was some 80 year old grandma rollerblading her jolly self down 
the boardwalk.  AWESOME! 
 
Summary?  Fun to people watch, smells like a giant weed factory, has lots of crappy souvenir 
and clothing stores, features some interesting stores/vendors/street performers, and best of 
all.. there's a tiny bookstore with a LIBRARY CAT! 
 
Sweet. 
 
But beware - Don't give strangers your money.  You'll go broke.  The BF banned me from giving 
out any further donations. 

 Serious local flavor at Venice Beach.  Lots of people watching. Be aware that for little ones (let's 
say age 6 to 14), you may not want them exposed to some of the things they might see 
here.  The T-Shirt places sell some graphic stuff, as do the art galleries. 
 
It can be dangerous after dark, so I recommend going on a busy saturday, and plan on 
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spending 2-3 hours, with lunch. Plan on parking up to a mile East of the beach and walking on 
a busy weekend. 

 I think that you have to be a certain type of person to enjoy this scene. Lots of shirtless 
muscleheads showing off, lots of street performers / beggars who seem averse to personal 
hygiene, peddling their wares, their pot, and their magic tricks. Definitely a high proportion of 
schizophrenic people walking around, probably also connected to the drug culture. Every other 
storefront is a medical marijuana merchant. 
 
So if you're not muscular and exhibitionist, if you're not into panhandlers, greasy food, and 
pot... it's a place you'll want to visit once just to say you did it, then you'll be over it. 

 I have a love hate relationship with Venice. On one hand Venice is nostalgic, cultural and full of 
all sorts of characters and personalities. On the other hand its dangerous and full of wackos. 
One one particular day I walked down the lively boardwalk ,met funny interesting people, got 
some great sun on the beach and talked with some pretty girls. Unfortunately though on the 
way back to my car I got harassed by a crazy crackhead lady who called me racial slurs for no 
reason what soever. So if you're street smart and can ignore the crazies then you'll enjoy Venice 
Beach. If you're from another country though dont waste your time or money. 

 We came here on a weekday afternon and not expecting this place to be busy. Oh boy..was I 
wrong. There were quite a lot of people on the broadwalk already. So many street vendors on 
the Venice Beach Boardwalk. There is a skateboard park that was full of people of all ages. 
There was also an area for people to display their artistic talent. I read some reviews of an 
outdoor gym for people to exercise outdoors. They said Arnold used to execise there. What a 
disappointment to see that outdoor gym. There was no macho man there and that gym was 
very small. A bike trail that can lead you to Santa Monica pier. I don't recommend this place for 
family with kids because of what the vendors sell there. You need to pay for parking if you 
wanna park close to the beach.  Otherwise, you need to park on the street that's further away 
from the attractions. 

 This place was ok. Lots of junk for sale and sketchy looking people. It just looked dirty.  
 
Definitely a place to people watch. There was a guy in a banana hammock on a stool doing 
tricks with a plastic snake, a guy playing a piano, and other random beggars.  
 
Saw quite a few groups exercising and running here. I could see this place being a nice place to 
go rollerblading or ride a bike. 
 
With all the hype people give this place I just expected something else. 

 One word: over-hyped.  
 
Tons of people, souvenir-y type stores, and trash. 
 
It is, however, a nice place to people watch.  
 
We hung out by the beach but were careful when trying to find somewhere to sit. Apparently 
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Venice Beach is fondly referred to as "needle beach".. so just take an extra look or two before 
plopping yourself down on the sand. 

 was all ready for the chaos and people watching, however, very tame... why?  I was there before 
lunch!  Too early for the freak show I was anticipating.  Still, it was a decent walk in the sun, so 
I can't complain. 

 I've lived in Socal my whole life, but I came here for the first time a couple weeks ago with the 
GF. I'm not sure what to make of it.  
 
Definitely a lot of interesting people here. Beggars of all types, druggies, joggers/bikers, 
vendors, etc. Alot of souvenir shops and marijuana card vendors. 
 
It's a decent place to go if you haven't been before although I can't imagine coming here again. 
It's also a cheap place for a date. I paid $8 for parking, $7 for funnel cake, and $5 for kettle 
corn and spent the day exploring the pier and boardwalk. 

 -bong shops 
-bums 
-tourists 
-skate park 
-tattoo parlors 
 
if you're looking for booze id check out the bars on washington blvd a couple blocks away from 
the boardwalk. also i don't reccomend taking your dog here (even though so many people do), i 
do my dog here once and she got really sick and with some sort of cough in hours and i had to 
take her to the ER. ive witnessed multiple bum fights, there is a "freak show" exibit on the 
boardwalk as well with a 5 legged dog, 2 head turtle, and some other stuff inside you need to 
pay to see. beware walking towards muscle beach.. you get swarmed by wanna-be rappers 
wanting you to listen to their cd in hopes that you'll buy it and if you refuse to listen to it, they'll 
tell your friend that your with that she has small tits (true story). id be careful to be on the 
boardwalk at night, there is also a drum circle every sunday but lately has been getting more 
dangerous and mostly run by bums. there are some cool art vendors on the boardwalk like 
jewlery, posters, and other creative display art by bums/locals which can always be interesting 
and sometimes you can bargain with them. I read on the news how they just did a sweep at the 
venice beach and arrested over 100 people, i haven't been since i read that but im glad to hear 
that because i always seem to get hassled by one bum or another. 

 Venice Beach Boardwalk... what can I say.  
 
I enjoy going here to walk the boardwalk and see the ocean. But I have to say, it is just not as 
good as it used to be.  
 
There used to be variety in the stands and I used to get some great silver and other little items 
here. But now, it is like there are three distributors that furnish all the stands out here.  
 
It's all the same stuff up and down and just not that interesting. Occasionally I might see some 
art that I like, but most of the stuff is just blah for me.  
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I don't know, I just used to like it a lot more how it used to be.   
 
But it is still a nice walk on the beach. 

 The Berkeley Telegraph of beaches to the nth degree! Very eclectic, colorful, vibrant, and 
bustling with people on any given day. People and pets galore. Food stands aplenty. Always 
something to do or see if you opt out of the whole sand and salt water thing. There's a freak 
show, street performers, street art/crafts for sale, Mary Jane clinics in abundance, tats and 
piercings and lots of skin. Lots of people pumping iron, too.   
 
The beach itself has lots of open space and volleyball nets. I ended up buying a rainbow 
octopus kite and flying it around for a good while. 

 3 stars for having character. 
Oh, venice beach, I don't think I've ever met a boardwalk quite like you.  
 
I'm a sucker for hippie-esque bags and local art, 
so some of the stands here were really interesting to me.  
 
Some cons though: 
-the smell of dr. kush prescriptions wafting in the air. 
not so kid-friendly. 
-same type of vendors over and over again. 
it was literally shades, bongs, vulgar tees, dr. kush clinics over and over.  
- parking. but it is a popular spot. 

 Cool place to walk around and look at the weirdness going on.. 
 
The restaurants seemed pretty populated, migh check em' out next time for sure 

 Venice used to be my weekend getaway back in high school, heck, I even visited it during the 
week and for some reason we would laugh together, it would sing to me, caress me with it's 
sandy hands, I remember it mothering me with its beachy teat.  
Even though the drive from OC to Venice was a lengthy one I wouldn't care. 
Going back now, I have no idea how I frequented it. But I must say it hasn't changed a bit. I 
guess there is always a demand for Native American gear and such CREATIVE and clever shirts 
like the "Female Body Inspector," or "SEX instructor: First Lesson Free" ones. I mean, clearly, 
it would be an outrage if creativity like that wasn't paraded around to the masses. 
The people are still interestingly weird, and somehow the entertainers manage to look exactly 
the same as 5 years ago, looks like crack/coke do in fact keep you young, how dare you lie to me 
D.A.R.E!? The one man band is still rolling around on his rollerskates, the gold "statue" guy is 
still taking tips to yell at you, and Mr. Sand Master is there with the same exact lizard sand 
sculpture from last time, is that the only shape you can make? Get some variety in your 
repertoire and you just might make it onto the TV show! 
One thing that has changed since my high school days is the addition of the many marijuana 
clinics claiming to heal all your perfectly fabricated tragic wounds with marijuana, Surprise, 
surprise! Dr. Dre has had the proper medicine this whole time! Ancient Aliens must have 
helped him. 
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Oh there is also an American Apparel outlet on the boardwalk now, which makes a $50 shirt 
seem like a reasonable price for $30...Where is the logic in that you ask? There is none. But 
they make a mean V-neck! 
The drum circle still forms around sunset to call forth the moon gods...I didn't make that up, 
that is literally how most people in the circle will talk, lay off the hallucinogens you 13th floor 
elevator, no one wants to hear your rants about mother Earth and love. 
The reason why this place gets 3 stars is because it is home to the "Small World Bookstore" 
which is a quaint little cafe/bookstore in one, with a wide selection of books and food that looks 
very appetizing, I've yet to eat there but will one day.  
So if you are looking for a place to get weirded out, be surrounded by the filthy smell of pot, get 
sand in your shorts, and use restrooms that look/smell like what a world without restrooms 
would be like; then this is the place for you.  
THIS IS NOT A GOOD 1st DATE SPOT!  
If you do decide to visit I would suggest you join the crowd and take any and every drug you 
can possibly take, make it all a haze because even the crappiest picture looks good with a 10 pt 
soft edges border around it. 

 went with the boyfriend to get a ice cream cone and walk around. ALLLLL i saw was pot dr.'s 
and a bunch of rappers trying to put nasty headphones on me trying to get me to listen to their 
music. ew I was not all that comfortable having a purse with me so many freaks walking along 
side of me. Yeah this place is kinnda like a once a years lets just go see if anything has changed 
kinnda place! lol yeah lets see how it goes next year 

 It's always amusing coming here to the days leading up to the New Year...why you ask? If 
there's an out of town team playing at the Rose Bowl on New Years day, you will always see the 
visiting team's fans out here in Venice...and their facial expressions to the dirtiness and 
grunginess of Venice Boardwalk is always hilarious!!!! 
 
Born and raised in SoCal, I never got the chubby people get for the Venice Boardwalk. It's just 
full of derelicts and bums and the place reeks of piss and gum stains everywhere....add on top 
of it, bad street performers, horrible made hoochie/beach clothes and difficult parking...what's 
the appeal? Perhaps that shenanagins of the place is the draw.  
 
I say as a tourist to LA for the first time, it's a place to check out...and off your list. But it's not a 
good representation of what LA offers! 

 Yes this place is sketchy but if your in the mood for an entertaining stroll then you got it here 
on the Boardwalk. Hippies, bums, weirdos, tweekers, pass you by acting a hot mess but what 
do you expect, it's Venice beach ! The shops , the beach , the food, are worth the day trip. The 
only reason I am giving this a 3 stars is the pricy parking , and the day dreamers that bombard 
you with trying to sell their crappy cd's. 

 I've been coming to Venice since I was 12. That was almost 12 years ago. I used to love this 
place. My ex best friend and I would come here on the weekends, year after year, (either here 
or Ventura blvd.) and go through each shop, enjoy the beach and most of all, enjoy the 
weirdness that is Venice Beach Boardwalk.  
 
Here's a handy guide for first timers: 
- See that guy over there smoking a cigarette? It's a blunt. Everyone smokes weed at Venice 
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beach. 
- Do not give attention to the Crazy Guitar Dude on roller-blades unless you want him to harass 
you for a t-shirt, however it is fun to be serenaded by him as you walk.  
- What's that weird smell? It's weed. 
- You will have several amateur rappers approach you with their new cd. Embrace it or do the 
awkward thing where you don't make eye contact. They are very persuasive and charming if 
you're a girl, it's hard to not buy a cd. Just a warning.  
- That man walking around in a speedo and nothing else has been there for like 20 years. I have 
no idea how old he is and my god, just admire the fact that the man is probably 40 something 
and looks like that.  
- Get a slice of pizza at the place near the leather shop. You walk further on and you'll see it. 
Their cheese pizza is delicious and I have scarfed two in the past, when my metabolism worked.  
- If you are trying to access illegal drugs, try the drum circle or like, anyone.  
- Prices for pieces, bongs and various other glass decrease as you walk further down 
- PARK ON A SIDE STREET. DON'T BOTHER SHELLING OUT GOD KNOWS WHAT FOR 
PARKING.  
- There is one psychic that is accurate that I know of and have experienced. She is the woman 
that just advertises "psychic" on a building and usually has her dog outside as her little mascot, 
just enjoying the sun.  
- Try to think positive thoughts when using public restrooms 
 
Venice Beach is always a fun place to take visiting relatives of a certain age. If you're over a 
certain age, I think you're more disgusted and offended than anything. It's always one of those 
places in the back of my head, where if I have a weekend off and have no options, I'm 
like...mmmmmmmm there is always Venice Beach. 

 It looks better on TV. 
 
Speaking of which, I was hoping to run into Hank Moody, but I ran into a lot else instead. 
 
SMELL: Any guesses as to what the dominant smell was here?  Here are your choices: a) the 
bomb, b) the buddha, c) the boot, d) back yard boogie 
PARKING: Nearby in the neighborhood for free was actually plentiful. 
PEOPLE: The only comment I'll make on the people (and you know which types I'm thinking 
of) is I wonder what they do when they're not here.  Like, do they lead real lives elsewhere? To 
the guy that asked me what time it is, I doubt it really matters to him.  He was probably just 
using that question as an opening line to transition into hitting me up for some money. 
SAFETY: At night, you may want some protection, and I'm not talking about contraception. 
SHOPPING: Junk, junk, and more junk. 
FOOD: See above. 
THE EXPERIENCE: Don't be mistaken, if you go with the right people at the right time, it can 
be pretty magical 

 Although I have always loved the zaniness and eclectic mix that is the Venice Board walk I was 
disappointed when I visited last summer. It has become seedy and dirtier with every other shop 
offering medical marijuana prescriptions (wink-wink). Not a snob on anyone doing herb 
necessarily but when I talk to a vendor about buying some Dia De Los Muertos art and he pulls 
out a bowl in the middle of our conversation and sparks up in front of my family, I wasn't 
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impressed. I do like the street performers, the world's greatest wino, paying a dollar to have a 
staring contest (he won), jugglers, living statues, the tree dude and a big fan of local band The 
Bonedaddy's. Also got a kick from the guy asking for donations for a BB gun as his family was 
randomly attacked by killer pigeons (or so the story goes), that is what's fun about Venice. As 
Venice is about freedom of expression there were a few things displayed that were more adult 
themed so I would not recommend the Venice Boardwalk for small kids. 

 We end up here a couple times a year. It's a great place to people watch and the weather is 
usually nice when we go. Lots of interesting people performing or selling their wares. I 
especially like checking out the art and murals. Even though the place is full of bums and many 
people openly smoke weed, I've never felt unsafe here and we always take our kids when we go. 
The beach is also nice and clean an my 7yo gets a kick out of watching the skateboarders 

 There is a lot to see and a surplus of activities on the Venice Beach Boardwalk: beach, food, 
street performers, shops, stands, art ... usually a formula that serves as a feast for the eyes.  We 
saw a LONG line of people wrapped around the set of Ninja Warrior while we were there and 
that was pretty cool to see.  I'm not a particular fan of the heavy lingering scent of marijuana all 
along the boardwalk.   
 
I wouldn't recommend eating the boardwalk food.  After walking the boardwalk area for over a 
mile in search of food, I stopped into a storefront advertising funnel cake.  It was definitely 
something they had pre made and then very quickly dipped into the fryer again before topping 
with the powdered sugar. One block over from Venice Beach (as you're leaving the Venice 
area), are lines and lines of food trucks that serve up much better eats.  I'd recommend taking a 
walk over to that area instead if you're in pursuit of something good to eat. 

 Venice Beach Boardwalk is kind of a place you can see all kinds of people! Everyone seems to 
enjoy skateboarding with long boards and regular boards, rollerskating, biking, jogging.  
Pretty much tourist place, but for the locals it's a great place were to go for a walk or to find 
some cafes and bars.  
In the night time Boardwalk changes rapidly, and there is a lot of homeless around.  
 
I would say that the Boardwalk has it's own original charm, and something like that you can 
experience only here. 

 Crowded and dirty. The view is not that nice. They said no dogs on weekends and holidays. I 
went on a Saturday and there were a lot of dogs. I would have bring mine if I knew no one 
cares. 

 It took me over a decade to finally visit the Venice Beach Boardwalk.  Although nothing is 
particularly spectacular about the experience, I would definitely recommend taking a nice (but 
crowded) walk down the boardwalk on the weekend.   
 
This place is pretty much what you'd expect.  Crowded and funky, filled with 
tourists,  transients hanging out/sleeping, people smoking "medical" marijuana, and people 
enjoying the beach.  We decided to take our dog there (even though it's prohibited on 
weekends, but no one seemed to care) and walked along the grass area that is parallel to the 
main pedestrian walking area.  
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Parking is horrific, so we found street parking about 1/2 mile away (we were prepared for the 
walk).  There was no way I was paying $20 parking. 
 
I plan on going back without my dog to check out the touristy shops and food joints. 

 Come here every couple months, love to watch the kids at the skateboard park. 
 
However, the bathroom are disgusting, I would prefer if they just had porta-potties. Over 
flowing toilet water is not pretty. I know there is throngs of people and it is a bad job, but this is 
a reflection of the city. Not to mention half the stalls are closed for repair?? A basic trough 
urinal for men, would not only cut the lines down and use less water, but would also help to 
keep the place cleaner. Time to rethink? or rebuild? 

 Venice is a great place to people watch.  You may not enjoy it so much if you are wary of those 
things that might get a little gritty.  There are homeless people.  There is a lot of tourist foot 
traffic.  You will probably get asked for money from someone.  If you're okay with all of that, 
head down to Muscle Beach to try and spot the next Arnold Schwarzenegger, or stand near a 
hippie drum circle and try to catch a contact high.  Venice is a great place to be if you 
appreciate diversity, or knock off sunglasses at 2 for $15. 

 do you do when you live in the South Bay and are craving fair food (ie. cotton candy, funnel 
cake) and don't want to drive far...you head to Venice Boardwalk which is essentially a carnival 
on the beach.  Lots of characters, animals (mostly dogs), etc to gawk at and lots and lots of 
food.  Don't expect to get any deals here on beach wear, t-shirts, or towels.  I mistakenly 
thought I could get a beach towel for around $10 when we realized we forgot ours... double that 
price and that's what they cost!  Steep!  Parking is always plentiful although expensive in the 
summer ($15) 
 
My toddler really enjoyed all the dogs and of course the beach itself.  They even have a nice 
playground next to the basketball courts for little ones to play in. 
 
I am not crazy about some of the characters down there who hawk their wares or try to hand 
you things.  Also the crowd can be rambunctious.  Not someplace I'd go to on a regular basis 
but when you are in the mood for funnel cake and want a nice walk with lots to see and do it's 
cool. 

 only boardwalk I've been to before is the one in AC.  
1. You'll see all kinds of people 
2. In your face promotion of 'medical marijuana' 
3. Bathrooms are the s******* ever 
4. Free parking was not hard to find 

 Truthfully, I am being very generous with my rating. I didn't like this beach that much at all. It 
is ugly and there are a lot of people walking around here (most of them tourists like myself). 
There are a couple interesting shows and I did like watching the skaters, but for the most part 
it's kinda gross. I did get to buy a cheap Mexican blanket for yoga, though. 
 
I was really disappointed. I thought it would be more interesting than it actually was. Instead, 
it's just a bigger, more extravagant version of San Diego's Ocean Beach. We lucked out in 
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finding free parking a few blocks away, but the closest lots were $12-$20 a space...ouch. 
 
The only thing that the boy and I regret not seeing was the Freakshow (which is only open on 
weekends). Other than that, I think I'd rather watch Venice Beach on Youtube. 

 I come to walk the Venice Beach Boardwalk every now-and-then. It's a great place to people 
watch. There are lots of shops and some restaurants (I've personally only shopped and eaten at 
a couple of the places on the boardwalk). I'd be nice if there weren't restrictions on bringing 
your dog here (last I checked, dog's are only allowed here at certain times throughout the year). 
I also don't like the soliciting that occurs on the boardwalk (I remember people trying to sell 
their music to visitors on the boardwalk). 

 This might have been our fault but we went during Labor Day and it was tough to find parking. 
 
The boardwalk itself is entertaining, lots of unique vendors and different souvenirs to 
buy.  Also, there are a lot of grungy/unkempt looking people as well milling about. 
 
The boardwalk itself is fairly dirty but there is no shortage of things to see.  If you love to 
people watch, this would be the place to do it.   
 
Santa Monica seems a little nicer to me. 

 (Visited & Walked Sat 9/27/14 around 1:30pm)  
 
Wow what can I say about the Boardwalk. To start, nearby parking is $15 at the lot. Lot parking 
on the beach was $17.50. We saved our money and just walked about a half a mile up in the 
residential area.  
 
It's been about 3 years since I visited this place. Not too much has changed except that the 
boardwalk entertainment has dwindled and the vendors share pretty much the same products. 
It only took about 20-25 minutes to walk the entire boardwalk one way, which I thought was 
fairly short. Either the boardwalk lessened or my legs got longer. We must've ran into 4 or 5 
vendors named, "Green Doctors" advertising Evaluations for a fee. I assume they are Medical 
Marijuana vendors. Needless to say, I wasn't interested. Other vendors had some unique items, 
but again, most were pretty much copy cats of one another.  
 
The only thing great was watching the paddle tennis players and walking in awesome weather 
after the recent heat wave. Probably won't be returning for a while 

 Venice Beach Boardwalk is a little dingy and not much going on as far as food but there is lots 
of randomness, like: 
 
World's Smallest Front Yard 
yelp.com/biz_photos/veni… 
 
World's Smallest Art Gallery 
yelp.com/biz_photos/veni… 
 
yelp.com/biz_photos/veni… 

http://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/venice-beach-boardwalk-venice?select=WJQvgd4CHV5QasYCRiC6OQ#WJQvgd4CHV5QasYCRiC6OQ
http://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/venice-beach-boardwalk-venice?select=bsikXUqdOeXgqZKcIv0Img#bsikXUqdOeXgqZKcIv0Img
http://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/venice-beach-boardwalk-venice?select=uKVYkC3cWEdHspay145LCQ#uKVYkC3cWEdHspay145LCQ
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This is home to Freak show Venice Beach showed on AMC. 
 
If you skate, Venice Beach Skate Park is a fun place to ride. 
 
Im not a fan of Muscle Beach but if you're a tourist and/or interested, it's here.  The original 
Muscle Beach is 1/4 mi down the way at Santa Monica State Beach (at Swings, Rings and 
Ropes h)ttp://www.yelp.com/biz/swings-rings-ropes-santa-monica-pier-santa-
monica?hrid=uA8u7O_9fjDU0KilaiRw1A 
 
Ill usually pack my own food and kick back on the beach but on occassion Ill swing by 
Jody Maroni's Sausage Kingdom 
yelp.com/biz/jody-maroni… 
 
For a little refresher, try 
N'ice Cream-Homemade Gelato & Sorbet 
yelp.com/biz_photos/nice… 
yelp.com/biz/nice-cream-… 
 
Other than these 2-places Im not a fan of any food on this Boardwalk. 
 
At the begining, or end of boardwalk (depending on where you parked), next to the racquet ball 
courts is a music trap.  There is ALWAYS at least a handful of people pushing for you to listen 
and/or buy there c.d. Just keep walking in less you want to get stuck, or who knows, maybe 
you're interested. 
 
You have to come to the Boardwalk at least once, it's an interesting place! Venice Beach 
Boardwalk is a little dingy and not much going on as far as food but there is lots of 
randomness, like: 
 
World's Smallest Front Yard 
yelp.com/biz_photos/veni… 
 
World's Smallest Art Gallery 
yelp.com/biz_photos/veni… 
 
yelp.com/biz_photos/veni… 
 
This is home to Freak show Venice Beach showed on AMC. 
 
If you skate, Venice Beach Skate Park is a fun place to ride. 
 
Im not a fan of Muscle Beach but if you're a tourist and/or interested, it's here.  The original 
Muscle Beach is 1/4 mi down the way at Santa Monica State Beach (at Swings, Rings and 
Ropes h)ttp://www.yelp.com/biz/swings-rings-ropes-santa-monica-pier-santa-
monica?hrid=uA8u7O_9fjDU0KilaiRw1A 
 
Ill usually pack my own food and kick back on the beach but on occassion Ill swing by 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/jody-maronis-sausage-kingdom-venice?hrid=hWRyfkisx58hZ3-w76w2hw
http://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/nice-cream-venice?select=WEGGpio_JJM8xBXtH47PyQ#WEGGpio_JJM8xBXtH47PyQ
http://www.yelp.com/biz/nice-cream-venice?hrid=FpBU1T98f-OhaFQlVSmIeQ
http://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/venice-beach-boardwalk-venice?select=WJQvgd4CHV5QasYCRiC6OQ#WJQvgd4CHV5QasYCRiC6OQ
http://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/venice-beach-boardwalk-venice?select=bsikXUqdOeXgqZKcIv0Img#bsikXUqdOeXgqZKcIv0Img
http://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/venice-beach-boardwalk-venice?select=uKVYkC3cWEdHspay145LCQ#uKVYkC3cWEdHspay145LCQ
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Jody Maroni's Sausage Kingdom 
yelp.com/biz/jody-maroni… 
 
For a little refresher, try 
N'ice Cream-Homemade Gelato & Sorbet 
yelp.com/biz_photos/nice… 
yelp.com/biz/nice-cream-… 
 
Other than these 2-places Im not a fan of any food on this Boardwalk. 
 
At the begining, or end of boardwalk (depending on where you parked), next to the racquet ball 
courts is a music trap.  There is ALWAYS at least a handful of people pushing for you to listen 
and/or buy there c.d. Just keep walking in less you want to get stuck, or who knows, maybe 
you're interested. 
 
You have to come to the Boardwalk at least once, it's an interesting place! 

 Go see the major attractions here but then get out of there asap and run to Santa Monica. 
 
Go see: 
- I really liked the graffiti beach. 
- Murals. 
 
Cons: 
- Dirty druggies.  
- Endless people trying to give you their mix tape, which they then try to get a donation (I have 
no problem donating to an artist, but tell me about it up front). 
- Filthy 
- Endless stores selling boardwalk crap. 

 This place is trashy. Pot shops everywhere. I won't be back. 
 
I do like how it's a boardwalk with local artists and souvenir shops. However, most of the stuff 
is pot head themed. The local artists seem to try to sell everything here. There was one person 
selling beat up cardboard boxes that they wrote on. I guess if I ever became a hobo, I know 
where to buy my hobo sign at.   
 
There is close parking around the alleys for $10. On the main street is around $20. Metered 
parking is for only 1 hour.  
 
This place is definitely not family friendly. However, they are very dog friendly. A lot of people 
strolling around with their dogs here. 

 Really great to go back here after 6 years, and to see that they havereally cleaned up the 
neighborhood. Swanky beachfront homes line up the boardwalk now, and cute boutiques line 
up Washington, along with lots of new restaurants. The beach itself was much cleaner as well. I 
hadn't been on a real beach (ocean beach in SF doesn't really count since it's engulfed in fog) 
in3 years!! So it was really nice to just lay out and people watch. Theer are definitely some 

http://www.yelp.com/biz/jody-maronis-sausage-kingdom-venice?hrid=hWRyfkisx58hZ3-w76w2hw
http://www.yelp.com/biz_photos/nice-cream-venice?select=WEGGpio_JJM8xBXtH47PyQ#WEGGpio_JJM8xBXtH47PyQ
http://www.yelp.com/biz/nice-cream-venice?hrid=FpBU1T98f-OhaFQlVSmIeQ
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charaters, and if you're lucky you can catch the meatheads they like to exhibit their muscles for 
all to watch down by muscle beach outdoor gym ;) 

 love Venice Beach! It's such a cool place! Great for tourists, people-watching (they have a lot of 
street performers and extremely buff men in scanty clothing lifting weights in the gym area), 
and cheap sunglasses! I met famous comedian Carlos Mencia here (actually I made it to appear 
on his show..the episode with Tony Hawk). I'd definitely go here again..great for the 
summertime when it's really hot by your house because the Venice Beach Boardwalk is literally 
right next to the actual beach. I don't recommend the actual beach though because it's dirty 
(hey..it's close to LA), and there are about 500 homeless people lying around everywhere.  
The people that come here are always varied. The actual "workers" though are usually rasta-
men with Jamaican accents. 

 While I've certainly outgrown drum circles, there was a time when I did like such hippie events, 
but I have to say the drum circles on sunday are really lame. There's some down right weird (as 
in creepy) people there. Don't get me wrong, I'm way open-minded and love to people watch, 
but some of the Venice crowd just seems so phony and more on crack than high on grass. 
 
Oh, and don't hang around too long after dark...creepy... 

 As crazy as it may seem... this place is GREAT despite it being filled with tons of bums, half 
baked street vendors, and a handful of crazies. The amount of things to do and sights to see are 
countless and I don't think that I could ever get bored of the place. 

 I have lived in the Southbay Area all my life and not one time have I ever thought of going to 
Venice Beach. Well a friend of my calls me and invites me to go with him and his girl to walk 
around, so I took him up on his offer to finally checked out what Ive missed. And to be honest 
its nothing I cant see anywhere else on third street in L.A. or some other places. I always trip 
out on tourist who come to Los Angeles looking for something to see. The old Hollywood and 
Los Angeles being filled with movie stars days are long gone. There really isnt no reason to 
come to California not a whole lot to see here. Although I would never leave California, I love 
living  here in the Southbay. When we arrived we had to park really far at least three four 
blocks away just to get to the Beach. As soon as we got to the beach I immediately knew I wasnt 
in Kansas anymore,lol all I could think was crazy town and how unsafe it would be to be a 
tourist here in L.A. for the first time. Venice Beach really sucks, all your going to see here is 
miles and miles of crazies and lots of sh*tty recopied art with a plethora of Smoke and 
Rastafarin shops. And most of the restaurants are just tourist traps it seems. Venice was 
heavily overcrowded with people from all places and really people that should belong in a 
insane asylum along with scary clowns and weird looking costumed people and dont forget 
your pick pockets so be careful ladies with your purses and fellas put your wallets in your front 
pockets. If  you can skip Venice, do so and go to a nice beach like Bolsa Chica in Huntington , 
because there really isnt nothing to see at Venice anyway. 

 I don't like this beach.  One word: dirty. 

 Wow, what could be such a nice place is just an overun hobo beach community in Southern 
California.  
 
My advice is to stay north of muscle beach. I would never take children south of the Santa 
Monica pier. It's a shame because it could be such great beach area.  
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They maintain the beach/sand, the sidewalks and restrooms very well but when you have 100's 
of homeless people they can clean the bike path or beach all they want and it's still not going to 
a desirable place to spend your time or money.  
 
Won't be back to this area for a long, long time...that is unless I become a drug addict or want 
to live in "nature."  That being said, I'm sure those that are there love the area they call home. 

 Venice Beach should be renamed to Marijuana Beach. Honestly, I was not expecting the 
decrepit state of the Venice boardwalk. Even the exterior gym was a let down as there was 
hardly anyone working out. If you like to be amongst people who are seedy, this is the place for 
you as there are plenty of bums, homeless, pot smoking, hustlers, etc. There were so many 
places where you can get a marijuana medical card on this boardwalk easily as walks in are 
encouraged. Being a native Angelino, this was my first and last time here. There are so many 
nicer beaches around the Southern California area and I would highly recommend you go to 
another beach that is much cleaner and safer. 

 If you like your tourist trap mired in urban decay, then go for it.  It's a sad juxtaposition against 
the beauty of the sand and ocean. 

 Horrible place to take your family. We decided to take a short drive over to Venice Beach 
boardwalk from Santa Monica pier. There was drinking on the boardwalk along with smoking 
pot and lots of gangs. Did not feel at ease at all. I would not recommend visiting and would not 
refer anyone to visit 'the famous Venice beach'.  
Needs more police presence instead of having an empty car parked there. 

 I just read a few reviews of this place and couldn't help but wonder how it could have been 
worse than it was today. The beach itself wasn't too bad but walking the boardwalk was like a 
time warp...on another planet...complete with stoners, freaks and muscleheads. Sort of like 
Seaside Heights in NJ minus the guido's. You cannot walk a block without being harassed by 
some vender or dirtbag lowlife who was trying to have you take a picture of them with some 
sort of sign. Zero redeeming factors other than a splendid hour of people watching. Typical 
souvenir shops selling worthless t-shirts (which I unfortunately was suckered into 
purchasing...sorry dear). Didn't stop into any restaurants because I didn't want to stay longer 
than I needed. Muscle beach was a $hit-show...it was like being at the zoo watching chimps 
hamming it up. Other than it being smack dab in the middle of the boardwalk and on the 
beach, who would in their right mind want to take a picture of this freakshow. So disappointing 
if you couldn't tell. Go only to experience the dregs of the earth. Not at all family friendly. 
Wouldn't advise to bring kids. Parking sucks too. Peace. 

 What a dump!  I get the whole 'counter-culture' notion/vibe, but walking around here made me 
feel like I was catching STD of the eyes.  This is not counter-culture; this is simply complete 
filth.  You see dirty, filthy homeless, drug and crystal meth users pared with the most filthiest, 
unattractive conditions.  You just completely loose your appetite 

 Totally overrated. It's loud, noisy, lot's of stupid tourists and folks from the very low income 
neighborhoods. Just not my thing. 

 I had high hopes when going to visit Venice Beach. I was hoping for a cool artistic vibe with fun 
people doing funky things and creating/selling cool art. What I got was a bit of a hostile vibe 
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with grumpy people selling junk. I have a feeling this place was way cooler 30+ years ago. 
Everyone wanted money if you took a photo and all the food places looked like you'd get sick if 
you ate there. Except the food trucks - there were actually some pretty great food trucks there 

 I think the best thing was the skate park. There were some guys doing pretty cool tricks. And 
the beach itself was nice, too. But for that famed "Venice beach experience" I was utterly 
disappointed. Needless to say I won't go out of my way to go back. 

 Venice beach is sad and creepy. I'm generally a fan of people watching and enjoy 
"characters"....but really, the short midday bike ride through the place just seemed like a ride 
through an open-air psych ward without any staff or services. Spectating that felt akin to 
rubber-necking a terrible car accident  :/ 

 If you like Santa Cruz, you'll love Venice Beach.  Just not my thing with too much weed being 
smoked, crazy people, hawking, dirty, yuck. 

 This place is getting worst by the minute.  Dirtier, crowder, unhealthier. 
Go to malibu or other beaches.   
I would give zero stars if I could. 

 This place is getting worst by the minute.  Dirtier, crowder, unhealthier. 
Go to malibu or other beaches.   
I would give zero stars if I could. 

 Awesome that I witnessed people on drugs and hitting me up for money all day. Really great 
job City of Los Angeles for making this a dump and a place for squatters. More homeless 
people stuck out then the cool stuff I remember, I'm talking about rollerbladers, freestyle 
bikers and SKILLED street performers. The place is so TRASHY and out dated I forgot there 
was a beach. Please fix it, I spent zero dollars and I'm sure many, many people will follow. The 
picture I posted is an example of what you will see. I AM NOT EXAGGERATING. Even a nice 
older gentleman that seemed normal sparked up a conversation then he asked me for a dollar. 
Welcome to LA. 

 I love Venice Beach. However, watch out for the shop located at 1417 VeniceShore. They sell 
silk-screened sweatshirts and are con artists. If I could give lower than one star I would. They 
are not forthcoming at all and will swindle you at any cost. Buyer Beware! Bad business 

 Gross! I felt dirty walking around - I couldn't eat or go to the bathroom at this beach!   
 
Lots of weird people wandering around, begging, pedaling.    Lots of places to get  "prescription 
for weed" and lots of places to get said weed.     Many places along this beach are "cash only" 
and while there were many, many ATM's, you couldn't GIVE me money to use my ATM card on 
that beach.    
 
Please do not bring your children here.    We had a drink at a restaurant along the beach and 
homeless people would come by begging for food, money, weed...  If you walk around long 
enough, you'd probably be high from all the 2nd hand weed  
 
Woman sitting in the walkway, scratching herself profusely, probably a heroin addict...   
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With so many other beautiful beaches in close proximity, unless you need a fix, or your think 
homeless people are entertaining, I see no other reason to come to Venice Beach  :( 

 Highly over-rated tourist trap.  
 
Now there are still some of the old school street performers, but they have become 
overshadowed by stupid activists who try tog et signatures and donations for retarded causes. 
Examples: There are all these hipster douche bags and hippies trying to get people to sign off 
on making marijuana legal (no thanks, people are stupid and lazy enough without it), activists 
trying to get you to donate money towards fighting infant circumcision (really???), and other 
people shouting about religion. LAME. 
 
This place used to be cool back in the day. Now it is so crowded and stuffed up with tourists 
that one can't even ride a bike or rollerblade through there anymore. The tourists certainly 
helped in ruining the atmosphere of this place.  
 
Parking is a huge nightmare. Unless you get here at 6 am, good luck in finding a space.  
 
There are a few local artists who sell their work on the streets, and some of them have talent 
and I am all in favor of supporting local artists, but you have to sift through the cookie-cutter 
plastic art to find worthy stuff.  
 
Oh, and be prepared to navigate puddles of vomit, passed out bums, and urine-soaked allies.  
 
This place used to be so happening back in the 90s, but since then the tourists have tripled, 
crime has tripled, and the quality has decreased like the white cell count of an HIV infected 
leper. 

 Strange, strange and strange!!! This place is a mess! It surely draws the WEIRDOS. I'd be 
scared to consume food or beverage from any place around here, with that said you'd be out of 
your mind to trust their tattoo shops, piercing places, botox (??? on Venice Beach wtf, no!) or 
even their medical marijuana shops - ummm I'll purchase my rx card near my house and buy 
from shops near me, thank you very much! If you are set on beaching down this way, I think 
Abbot Kinney is your way to go for lunch, snacks, shopping etc. I am glad my Mom and sis 
knew about the restrooms in Sidewalk Cafe or whatever the place was called so I wouldn't have 
to use the public restroom - although later in the day I ended up using them. You escape the 
craziness closer to the water. I tanned topless and no one seemed to have a problem with it - 
that was a +. What I don't understand is how one can have a flushing toilet, toilet paper, 
running water and soap and still make a complete mess! The public restrooms are a filthy 
disastrous mess.If you're into the crazy, grungy, homeless, nutso  vibe of the boardwalk or just 
want to check some random cheap shit out - you may enjoy this place. There are some cool 
little things to see but this is more of an annual trip not an every weekend beachin' spot for me. 
Frankly I feel much more comfortable further down in Santa Monica. 

 If you want to see a street performer, get a tattoo, get a henna tattoo, buy a curio, or join a 
drum circle, this is the place.   Otherwise, overrated.    
 
The beach itself is actually very nice. 
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 I don't always give a low rating to a beach, but when I do, it's because there is just too much 
going against it.  VB is a nice beach, but it can be a pretty dirty place and the view is not the 
best, especially seeing the industrial zone with the smog hovering over it.  It kind of defeats the 
beauty that a beach offers.  There is a boardwalk and some good eateries along the way but the 
area is hit and miss and the crowds are so diverse, I'm not sure whether to say that's a plus or 
negative considering all other factors.  Overall, I feel VB could be a much better beach, but 
compared to other beaches, let alone beaches in LA county, I don't feel it measures up. 

 Not one of the better beaches of LA, very hipsterish. The street vendors sitting by the 
boardwalk have interesting stuff like paintings and handmade jewelry. Tried churos, hot dog, 
fries and a burger there.. all in all not that great an experience. I like how they have palm trees 
planted along the beach, gives the beach some character. 

 Crazy Capitol of Southern California. Beats the entertainment at Skid Row.  
You will find fobs of all kinds, gangsters, druggies, hippies, lost and afraid tourists and bums 
galore. The boardwalk is just so unkept, It's gotten a lot filthier over the years. The ambiance 
goes well with the people who populate it. Majority of roamers are those who finish their 
sentences in 'ey' or 'esse'. wHo YoU tRiN' tO gEt cRaZy WiT eSse? Don't cHu kNoW I'm LoCo? 
 
Crazy what a world of difference a few miles makes because not all of Venice is like this. Just 
the ghetto boardwalk. The rest of the city is beautiful, specifically the Venice Canals and all the 
beautiful shops and cafes on Abbot Kinney. 

 This place scared me. 
I went here to attend the meeting for volunteering of beach event fundraising thingy couple of 
years ago. 
In the afternoon, my friend and i went to the assigned place to meet the organizer. 
Shockingly,  it was a mobile home. 
The old white skinny guy opened the door and greeted us. Talking about his project. 
My friend and i had a bad feeling already. Looking around the area, mostly are homeless 
people and trash everywhere. 
We got into this meeting while he was sneezing and coughing and clearly hasnt been into 
shower for couple of days. 
Surely, once we got chance, we just basically run away and never come back. 

 I was disappointed with Venice Beach.  Parking sucks and it's usually expensive.  Surrounding 
town seems run down and isn't anything to see. 
 
Boardwalk is full of junky shops and homeless weirdos.  I was irritated that the sidewalk closest 
to the beach/ocean was only for bikes, so if you wanted to walk the length of Venice Beach, you 
had to walk the inner sidewalk right along all the vendors, shops, hotdog/burger joints, and 
creepy folks.  Muscle Beach was nothing to see.  Actually, I wish I had skipped this beach on my 
tour of LA beaches. 

 This was the best beach growing up as a kid. The beach was cleaner and there were less gangs 
and homeless people. But the bad element of people is what turns me against this beach. I still 
prefer Santa Monica and the South Bay area beaches. Restaurants are great, funny people to 
laugh at all day and have fun with. The river portion of the beach is alot quieter and friendlier. 
You will often see a man riding on a skateboard with a keyboard singing and playing music. He 
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has been here for years. If you visit the beach on fourth of July you will see the body building 
models of men and women perform flexing their muscles. This is where Lou Ferigno and 
Arnold Scwgn got their stardom from. Im sorry to say, this beach is not the same when i was 
growing up in the 80s. Lots of nice shops and restaurants to enjoy, but visit the nicer side of the 
beach with the river and nice houses 

 This really is a beautiful beach, but I can't get past the whole touristy aspect of it. I came here 
for the first time over Memorial Day Weekend, and enjoyed my time laying out in the warm 
sun. The place was packed with beach bums, skaters, bikers, surfers, etc. I enjoyed walking 
down to the skate park to watch the skaters do their tricks to old school 80's music. That was 
pretty entertaining. There's tons of food options on the boardwalk, but it reminds me of fair 
food, and costs 6 times as much as it should. Slice of pizza for 7 bucks? No thanks. Shopping 
however, that's another story. Hipster-esque sunglasses for 5 bucks? Why not? 
 
One thing to note-- parking's a bitch. 

 I've heard a lot of nice things about this particular beach/boardwalk and it didn't really live up 
to my expectations. Though, It's definitely a great place to people watch, bike, or skate. They 
have a nice pier, decently sized skate park, and lanes for bikers.  
 
However, they could lose the ghetto vendors. I was expecting them to have carnival like 
vendors, more games, and tourist-y boutiques. Instead they have a lot of lame 
marijuana  vendors constantly shouting, "THE DOCTOR IS IN". It was really getting on my 
nerves. 
 
The beach wasn't as clean as I wanted it to be. I definitely prefer Newport Beach/Balboa over 
Venice! 

 This is definitely an interesting place! I came here with a friend for his birthday and it was both 
of our first times here. We were with a group of veterans that new the beach pretty well, so they 
acted as tour guides for us. 
 
Parking was rip and cash only. I argued with the guy for a little bit about the fact that there's a 
credit card machine but we wouldn't let me use my card. I asked him if it was because they can 
pocket some of the cash, and he said yeah... At least he's honest. 
 
From the start of our trip, it seemed like the beach was nothing more than Henna tattoos, hair 
extension feathers and medicinal marijuana shops. And by the end, we proved ourselves right. 
 
Don't get me wrong, the actual beach is beautiful, but with all the vendors and guilt trips about 
not supporting, it got really repetitive. The fruit vendors were legit though! Especially on a hot 
day like that one. Just find the guy that cuts up the fruit in front of you. You get a good amount 
for just $5. Go to any of the small shops, and they'll give you less for more cash. I had fun 
though. Just a lot more going on than I had expected. I did like the fact that I could put on 
some ridiculous garments with no one thinking anything of it. I did get a ridiculous tan as a 
result though... 

 Venice beach used to be a dream for my best friend and I. We'd beg our parents to take us there 
on the weekends so we could walk around and buy various useless junk, as well as look at all 
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the guys that walk around shirtless. Fast forward to almost 10 years later. I haven't been here in 
about 2 years and man, it's still the same. The same nasty bathrooms that you may contract an 
STD or a rare ebola virus from. The same non variety of food (greasy pizza, greasy hamburgers, 
greasy fries, sugar shocked ice cream)..and the same people. Venice is great for taking an out of 
state or out of country guest. I mean, California is the place where you take your foreign friends 
and let them be fascinated with all the freakshows walking around and have them wondering: 
what is that smell? Answer: It's pot in a grape swisher blunt.  
 
Parking sucks here and it's expensive. Honestly, skip Venice (unless you want to spend an hour 
of your time walking aimlessly under a beaten sun, scouring for any sort of decent food, all the 
while avoiding the creepy homeless man who is drunk and dressed as santa clause) and go 
more towards the Santa Monica area where Library Ale House and American Apparel are..... 
good food, good shopping, less creepy people (hipsters but as long as you don't go near them, 
they won't outwardly judge you for your "lack of fashion" )  
 
Bottom Line: Shitty food. Creepy people. Smells like weed. Easy access to drugs. May contract 
an std from the bathroom. 

 i love bringing people from out of town to this crazy ass place. parking is always a bitch but i 
was lucky and got a good spot this time. i love checking out the shops and looking at all the 
dirtbags. i definitely dont come here on the regular. 

 Lots of attractions, Dirty ass hell beach.  
 
Would never swim here 

 I came here while on vacay as it is supposed to be one of the beaches to see while in LA.  The 
beach itself was pretty amazing.  I especially liked the graffitti area and the skateboarding 
park.  I just found the boardwalk to be a bit too touristy.  I don't think I've been accosted by 
some many people trying to get/force me to buy their goods and the public toilets are 
disgusting. 

 Venice Beach has nice gentle waves.   Other than that, the $15 a day parking is a total rip off. 
Will not be back. 
 
Note:  Parking is only $6 after 6 P.M 

 ad idea to come here around night time!  There's full of homeless people, its dirty, there's a 
bunch of nasty smell going around (anything you can think of), a bunch of medical marijuana 
clinics which I don't fully understand how it works.  If you want to enjoy Venice beach don't 
come after 4pm. 

 Read reviews before going here and one of the things to do was "people watch"- wtf? Yeah 
that's right, you watch people, why? Because people here I freaken weird and you don't see this 
type of stuff on the streets. I'm so amazed by the little weird community they have going on 
here. Just a little weird beach to watch weird people. Also if you want to get legalized for 
medicinal marijuana, there are dozens of places.  
 
Def not a beach to relax, its dirty and weird. 
Hide your belongings 
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 I didn't know that there is still a place where tons of drugged out hippies hang out and express 
themselves.  People walk around with signs that say things like "I will work for marijuana."  I 
have never seen anything like Venice Beach.  I imagine it isn't much different than Woodstock 
was in the 60's.  I found Venice Beach to be somewhat sad because of the homeless people and 
the clueless hippies.  On the other hand, there are some talented hippies and freaks that are 
worth a one time visit.  There is also some lame talent.  One hippy was trying to get tips by 
telling jokes.  As we were passing, he said "I can tell you where you got your shoes."  When we 
didn't answer, he said "Your feet!"  He didn't get a tip. 
 
I really needed to go to the bathroom, so I was really happy to see that someone with a mop, 
bucket and cleaning supplies was cleaning one of them.  After he left, I walked in and saw a 
huge glob of phlem on the floor and the bathroom was disgusting.  Apparently, he just went in 
the bathroom to spit on the floor.  I would rather use the beach as a sandbox (like a lot of 
people on this beach seem to do) than to use those toilets. 

 If you ever need some medical marijuana then come here.   
 
I do agree with others, this place is a perfect place to "people watch."  People are just weird. 

 This was my second experience in venice Beach .. I would describe it as diverse and has a ton of 
colorful people there. Not exactly my cup of tea. There are a lot of homeless people there 
begging for money for food and giving ridiculous reasons like this one guy was asking for 
money for a penis reduction .. talk about random.  
And it always smells like weed.. like everywhere you turn and there's a ton of smoke shops 
everywhere .. also not my cup of tea... but its quite an experience 

 there were a group of African American kids doing dances and cheers, trying to fundraise for 
their organization, and next thing we knew, some Caucasian guy is yelling into the crowd that 
these kids are "racists" against "white people"...so both groups were pretty much exchanging 
words to one another. Total nonsense! 
 
After a while, I kind of got sick of the environment, plus the smell of the weed coming out from 
some of the medical marijuana stores were getting to my kids. Not sure if they were getting 
their "buzz" but they were acting and talking more nonsense than their usual self, and I figured 
it was time to go.  
 
For families...definitely stay near the ocean front/ beach side since it's family friendly and away 
from the insane vendors who scream and swear at you if you try to take a picture of their items 
when they made it known by signs NOT to take pictures...in so many words, otherwise you 
need to "pay up" and away from certain "eclectic" crowds of people. 

 Venice Beach: a bums paradise, a republican's nightmare, and a hippie's haven for the like 
minded in the marijuana filled air. 
 
For tourists, this place is a must. Lots of characters everywhere. Plenty of shops and signs for 
"guaranteed" medical ailment diagnosis that will help you get a marijuana medical card. Nice 
to see the *real* people who have serious ailments will NEVER get burned by this abuse of 
practice...we'll see (sarcasm).  
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This place is good for me so long as I know I can leave it. The boardwalk is where the action is. 
Lots of different people from all walks of life makes this the positive. The more inland you go, 
the more ugly it gets. How wonderful this place would look if it all gets bulldozed down and 
rebuilt. And yes, it is this mentality that puts me at odds with the very people that love Venice 
for what it is. 
 
The skateboarding ramps are pretty awesome. I don't skate, but when I pass by them I wish I 
could. And there are a few good places to dine as well. Nothing fancy as Venice beach is the 
antithesis of fancy. It's laid back and "cool man." 
 
The biggest negative are all the homeless and a lot of them are the mean type. I've known 
people that have gotten physically attacked and I made the big error of looking at a man talking 
to himself one day and had to deal with his verbal wrath and threats when he caught me. 

 Venice Beach is definitely an attraction for both locals and tourist. It's known for it's nic-nac 
shops, bums, muscle beach, awful parking, and just its overall dirty beach. 
 
Parking 
Parking is awful; trust me you will not get away with free parking unless you know someone in 
the area. My best suggestion would be going early and snagging beach parking which ranges 
from $5-10 which is a steal. If you don't know anyone and don't want to go early you'll end up 
paying about $20 for lot parking.  
 
Venice is probably one of the most disgusting beach I've ever been to. Some parts will smell like 
pee or weed and others are just as nice as can be. The crowd is outrageous and tends to effect 
the overall appeal of the beach in both good and bad ways; it's a toss up in my opinion. 
 
Overall 
Venice is ah-okk every once in a while.  
The hassle of dealing with traffic, the crowd, and the the dirty beach just isn't my thing. 
 
Tip 
They have numerous street performers who will demand money for their shows, hence don't 
watch if you don't want to deal with hustlers. . .  
One of the best things to do at Venice is to rent a cruiser and bike down to Santa Monica 

 Mixed feelings about this beach. 
 
The beach is awesome, I love the ocean. But this one.. ehhh. I visited on Earth Day (yesterday), 
I don't know if that had anything to do with all the extra weed smoking haha. It was really 
interesting to see all the hippies & bums just smoking & passing in public.. and there was cops!  
 
Lunch was good, can't remember the name unfortunately. But the performers aggressively 
asking for tips while you're eating, didn't feel great.. made me feel guilty.  
 
Loved all of the dogs! But didn't like the random condoms on the ground haha. Parking is a b-
word. We paid $10, we were there maybe around 4ish hours. We looked for parking for a while 
but finally just paid for it.  
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Be careful with your little ones.. there are some dogs that aren't on leashes & wouldn't want 
anything to happen to the children. Not to mention the people that hardly wear anything haha 
inn-appropriate for little eyes. 

 It's filled with tons of colorful characters, as can be expected from a diverse part of the city. 
There are rows of stalls hocking cheap goods, from batteries to "maryjane" to painted rocks. 
when there's a crowd of people gathering somewhere you can be sure it's street performers 
hustling you for your time and money; sensitive family folks know that there will be expletives 
and racial slurs casually hurled over their amp during the performance.  
If you're looking for some exciting local flare of a carnival nature, Venice beach will not 
disappoint. Just steer clear from the crazies and keep an eye on your stuff and don't be so easily 
drawn to stick around for the hustle, especially since YOU work hard for your money. 

 Had A great time on the beach. I was skeptical and creeped out by all the homeless and creepy 
people on the boardwalk. You can buy a bum sign for a doller and have black athletic people 
jump over you and like 6 others. Which was shocking and pretty amazing. If you smoke illegal 
substances then you can get a medical license right on the boardwalk. Tons of shops and even a 
outside gym. 

 Medical marijuana..seriously?!! 
 
I came here today with a friend  to hang out and enjoy the intoxicating ocean breeze.  
I thought the beach was cool .. I liked the fact that it had different music, street vendors and 
crowd than what I'm used to in Santa Monica, but I didn't like the restaurants much! 
 
The only weird thing about this place though was the overwhelming number of medical 
marijuana "clinics" offering people a physical exam to get legalized medical marijuana, which -
based on what I saw- doesn't seem very hard after all! 
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“How the tent city ruined night time 

beach access for everyone” 

 
TENT CITY ON VENICE BEACH  from the Benefit Network website 

In December 1987 Yoko Ono-Lennon, widow of Beatle John Lennon, donated $5000 to The Benefit 

Network for the creation of Tent City, with Ted Hayes, dubbed "Rainbow City". We sheltered and 

fed over 100 homeless people in surplus army tents during Christmas 1987-88, on Venice Beach, 

as part of our People In Need project. Then, L.A. City Council called a hasty meeting and changed a 

long-standing but forgotten ordinance that had allowed us to camp there in the first place!  The 

amended ordinance forced us to leave on Sunday,  Jan.17, 1988 during a wild, wet and windy 

storm-of-the-year that simply washed us away. 
 

Homeless Flock to Beach, Angering Venice Residents 

August 09, 1987|GEORGE STEIN | Times Staff Writer 

Angry Venice Beach residents and merchants, alarmed at an influx of homeless--some drawn 
by free food and more tolerant law enforcement, others rousted by the crackdown on 
downtown's Skid Row--are demanding tougher policing and accusing City Hall of official 
neglect. 

A group of neighbors who charge that the police have adopted a "hands-off" policy toward the 
homeless--a charge the police deny--gathered 1,000 signatures on a three-page open letter in 
less than a month. 

"The local police . . . have been told not to do anything," the letter says. " . . . These people know 
that the police have a 'hands-off' policy . . . and are taking full advantage of it. Problems in 
Venice have been neglected by the City of Los Angeles for years." 

Spurred by community outrage, an emergency task force of officials, residents and homeless 
has been meeting since July 9 and will make recommendations Thursday. City Councilwoman 
Ruth Galanter, whose district includes Venice, refused to discuss the problems caused by the 
homeless in the Venice area. However, an aide said Friday that the councilwoman will set up 
her own study group within two weeks. 

The chairwoman of the Venice Homeless Task Force, Mary Ann Hutchison, said the three-mile 
stretch of Venice Beach is inhabit ed by 5,000 homeless, making it the second-highest 
concentration of homeless in the county. 

http://www.benefitnetwork.org/images/TentCity.jpg
http://www.benefitnetwork.org/PINCD.htm
http://articles.latimes.com/1987/aug/09
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"The situation on Venice Beach is the worst I have ever seen it," said Mary Clare Molidor, the 
supervising Los Angeles deputy city attorney for the Westside and chairman of the criminal law 
enforcement subcommittee of the Venice task force. 

"The problem has reached the point where something has to be done," she said. "You cannot 
look the other way." 

Homeless people have lived on Venice Beach for several years, but the crisis atmosphere stems 
from the arrival within the last six months of hundreds of homeless who have been flocking to 
the more tolerant atmosphere on the strand, according to officials and residents. 

Susan Chevalier, an organizer of the petition campaign, said some vagrants are coming from 
the downtown area "to a more inviting place. The recognition that this is an inviting place is 
attracting them from other parts of the city also. Tent City has rules and regulations and there 
are none here." 

Doc, a retired physician who gives away food on the beach on weekends in tandem with the St. 
Joseph's Center, which provides meals during the week, estimated that the number of 
homeless people on Venice Beach has doubled in the last 3 1/2 months. 

"We have had an increase because they are chased out of downtown," he said. "That is what 
they tell us." 

Sandwiches for 150 

Saturday morning he made sandwiches with 15 pounds of donated bologna. The 150 people 
who showed up in the Rose Avenue parking lot ate every scrap and asked for more. 

On the beach and adjacent streets, tents, cardboard shelters, sleeping bags and sacks of 
clothing--the same sort of shantytown atmosphere that plagued downtown before Mayor Tom 
Bradley's June crackdown--have injected an scruffiness into a tourism-oriented beach district 
and fitfully gentrifying residential neighborhood. 

On a walking tour of the beach Friday night, Bo Taylor, an unofficial spokesman for the 
homeless, pointed out the "sandominiums" where the homeless live, each with its own 
particular character. 

His own encampment, a blue tent, is guarded faithfully by his pet pit bull, Lady. Near another 
tent, a watchful dog guarded the stash of a well-known beachfront drug dealer, Taylor said. 
Another group of blankets was where drug users had bedded down; alcoholics were in another 
area; a certain set of benches was inhabited by the handicapped. 

One West Dudley--so-called because its position on the sand is in line with Dudley Avenue--is 
the most organized of the encampments, complete with a "garage" for disassembled bikes, an 
alcohol lamp, a gas range, a bouquet of flowers, chairs, coolers, tables, storage boxes and its 
own code of conduct: Drinking and using drugs are prohibited. 
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Along with the campsites comes behavior that residents and merchants find objectionable. 

Horror Stories 

With mounting anger, they tell horror stories of aggressive panhandling that borders on 
shakedowns, of the frightening behavior of mentally deranged vagrants, of open drug dealing 
and drinking, of the stench emanating from public places soiled with body wastes, of seniors 
and children menaced time and again. 

- Michael Chevalier, a free-lance cameraman and 17-year Venice resident, said he frequently 
finds homeless people urinating on buildings near his house when he goes to work in the 
morning. 

- Mansour Alai, who owns the Carousel sandwich shop on Rose Avenue and Ocean Front, said 
he was burglarized last week by vagrants who broke a window. "This is not the first time," 
Mansour said. "The police say they cannot do anything." 

- Just this week, Jack Susser said, his 8-year-old daughter, Melissa, was playing with a friend 
in her fenced yard about half a block from the beach. Two men walked into the yard, 
unfastened a lawn sprinkler and began drinking from the hose. Then they turned their 
attention to Melissa. 

"Hey, little girl! Come here, little girl. I want to talk to you, little girl," one said. The two left 
hurriedly after a neighbor ordered them to leave. 

- The influx of homeless has driven away the senior citizens who used to sit on benches outside 
the Israel Levin Senior Adult Center, according to assistant director Sharon Stone. Vagrants 
taunted them with anti-Semitic invectives, she said. 

About three months ago, Stone said, she was sitting in her office on Ocean Front when she 
noticed a man swinging an ax at another. "He hit the guy he was mad at, and his hand was 
bleeding. It happened right in front of my office," she said. "I called the police three times. They 
didn't show up." 

- Barbara Joseph, owner of a sidewalk cafe and restaurant named On the Waterfront, said the 
homeless are constantly bothering patrons. 

One lady known only as Jeanie once walked in, calmly took drinks off customers' tables, 
drained what was left and then tossed glass after glass on the floor. When the management 
objected, Joseph said, Jeanie kicked over a $65 potted plant, pulled her dress over her head 
and threw a tantrum, kicking and screaming on the ground. Jeanie has since been 
institutionalized, Joseph said. 

Many residents blame the free food distributed in the Rose Avenue parking lot for attracting 
the homeless. "I agree to some extent with that," Doc conceded. "(The food program) has 
created a little bit of the problem." 
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Police Criticized 

Many residents complain that the police have gone beyond the city attorney's policy of not 
making arrests for being homeless and have adopted a hands-off policy toward criminal 
behavior that contrasts with tougher attitudes of police in Santa Monica, Manhattan Beach, 
Redondo Beach and Malibu. 

Los Angeles Police Capt. Vance Proctor of the Pacific Division denied that police are not 
making arrests. "We probably average 1,500 arrests a month down at the beach," he said. 

But, he asserted, the homeless are more of a "social problem" than a law enforcement issue. 
"Some people (who) through no fault of their own find themselves without the necessities of 
life should not be arrested. . . . We can't use our jails to solve social problems. . . . " 

Venice residents also accuse City Hall of tacitly sanctioning Venice as a dumping ground for the 
homeless in an effort to get rid of them downtown, frequently citing a widely circulated remark 
made by Deputy Mayor Grace Davis, who backs the use of the Venice Pavilion as a homeless 
shelter. 

"I don't see us having any problems there. The homeless street people are really part of the 
(Venice) population," she was quoted as saying in the Evening Outlook newspaper. 

Task force chairwoman Hutchison said part of the Venice homeless problem is that "the eyes of 
the city were on the Skid Row." 

The result is lopsided attention to the downtown Skid Row area that has not provided Venice 
with its fair share of government resources, Hutchison said. She cited official statistics showing 
that although 14% of the county's homeless live in Venice and Santa Monica, the two areas 
receive only 3% of the shelter space and 2% of the county funds earmarked for the homeless. 

Deputy City Atty. Molidor agreed that officials need to focus on Venice. 

"All of the attention has been given to the Skid Row area because it is the most egregious area," 
she said. 

The neighborhood ferment has produced the realization among officials that more has to be 
done. 

"The area needs to be cleaned up," Molidor said. "I share that get-tough attitude and, yes, 
something has to be done about the homeless. I don't think Venice Beach should be turned into 
a campground." 

While Galanter declined to discuss the issue, aide Rick Ruiz explained her position: "She wants 
to look for solutions, not just shoo these people away into other districts." 

In the meantime, the Venice Homeless Task Force has itself become controversial. 
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Several dozen homeless people came to a July 22 meeting at the On the Waterfront restaurant, 
grabbed handfuls of cookies and sugar packets, drank up the coffee, and then voiced hostility to 
plans to increase law enforcement. 

After the meeting, restaurant owner Joseph said, she received several threats: 

If you have any more meetings of the task force at your restaurant, it will be "torched." 

 

 

Venice Journal; Sympathy and Ire As the 
Homeless Take to the Beach 

By JUDITH CUMMINGS, Special to the New York Times  

Published: September 25, 1987 

VENICE, Calif., Sept. 24— About the only crush of traffic to rival that of California's freeways is 

on the boardwalk at Venice Beach, where anyone from sword-swallowers to palm-readers, skate-

boarders to weightlifters flamboyantly vies for tourists' attention.  

But this past summer a new crowd appeared at Venice Beach, a Los Angeles community wedged 

between the pricey beachfront condos of Marina del Rey and sedate rent-controlled apartments of 

Santa Monica. Several hundred homeless people have settled in, raising both tempers and 

sympathies in this traditionally liberal community of 35,000 people.  

Once the view at the ocean end of Venice's streets was a sweep of sand and breaking surf. Now pup 

tents, windbreaks pieced from bedspreads and dozens of other improvised shelters greet the eye: a 

tent city by the sea created by part of Los Angeles's large homeless population.  

At first many of Venice's homeowners, renters and business people accepted the newcomers with a 

benign tolerance. Homelessness, they would say, is a citywide problem and cannot simply be 

chased away like a dust ball in front of a broom. Many say they are trying to do their part, helping 

the local food programs or entreating politicians to increase relief and services to the homeless.  

But now it is easy to find those who say they are at the end of their rope.  

''I've lived here 12 years and never before have I been afraid here,'' said Lisa Seligson, who was 

walking her dog on the boardwalk the other day. ''Now I'm scared of going out, daytime or 
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nighttime. You're harassed, they ask you for money, and they're very aggressive about it. I can't 

even lay on the beach anymore. They come up and lay down with me or something.''  

Like others, Mrs. Seligson was quick to defend what she called ''the truly homeless,'' which she 

described as a faction of the tent-dwellers who mind their own business and seem to want mainly 

to be left alone.  

But she said ''the other element'' was cause for alarm, an element she described as composed of 

small-time criminals who sell drugs and snatch purses; winos, who aggressively panhandle, and the 

mentally ill, whose behavior can be unpredictable and frightening.  

City officials say 356 people live on the beach at Venice. A total of 2,500 homeless are said to live in 

the larger area of Venice and Santa Monica combined.  

Sid Simon, a retired General Motors worker who lives in Venice, says the encampment is a result of 

failure to enforce the law. ''The signs say no sleeping on the beach, no panhandling,'' Mr. Simon 

said. ''The authorities don't do anything about it.''  

On the other side are people like Chuck Sladky, a leader of an encampment of about a dozen people 

at the foot of East Dudley Street. The camp is known to Venice residents who retain a sense of 

humor as ''1 West Dudley.''  

''I'm not saying I want to live on the beach,'' said Mr. Sladky. ''But given the choice of being mugged 

or raped in one of the homeless shelters downtown or living in Venice, this is the best choice.''  

Explaining his lack of a home, he told this story: He arrived on a bus from New Orleans four 

months ago, well-dressed and with plenty of cash in his pocket, with a dream of breaking into 

Hollywood as a makeup artist. Barely out of the shadow of the bus station near downtown Los 

Angeles, he said, he was set upon and robbed of all his valuables. With no place to go, he ended up 

on the beach.  

The conflict here may be heading for a climax. Hundreds of people attended an impassioned 

meeting at a Venice schoolhouse last week and told the Venice representative on the Los Angeles 

City Council their feelings about the beach camp, pro and con. The Council representative, Ruth 

Galanter, took office last spring in an election that unseated a Council member who foes said 

supported large-scale new development at the expense of current residents' concerns.  

As a solution, Ms. Galanter proposed that a crash effort be made over the next two weeks to offer to 

place the homeless in the city's single-room-occupancy hotels. After that grace period, the laws 

barring sleeping on the beach will be enforced, she said.  
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By then, there may be a new problem to reckon with. Miles from the beach, a homeless 

encampment in downtown Los Angeles that has been operated by the city on borrowed land since 

June is set to be closed Friday. Three hundred fifty people there will again be without homes. Some 

Venice residents fear they will try to join the vanguard at Venice Beach.  

 

 

No sandman for homeless. L.A. bans 

overnighting on famous Venice Beach  

By Scott Armstrong, Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor  

December 8, 1987  

Venice, Calif. — Most weekends the boardwalk at Venice Beach offers a kaleidoscope of humanity - 

hawkers and Hare Krishnas, jugglers and gymnasts, guitarists and gurus - that helps make it Los 

Angeles's No. 2 tourist attraction behind Disneyland. Lately, however, a new element has been added to 

the social pageant: the homeless. 

In recent months clusters of tents and tarpaulins have sprung up at various points along the three-mile 

stretch of sand - to the chagrin of some area merchants and residents. 

Last week, in response to local complaints, the Los Angeles City Council voted to ban overnight 

sleeping on city beaches. 

The move is expected to eventually clear the area of ``sandominiums,'' as the shelters have become known, but the 

problem of the homeless that has sharply divided this freewheeling, Bohemian part of Los Angeles is likely to 

linger. 

Indeed, local residents say the parable of Venice's beach people is a parable of the growing problem of 

homelessness in Los Angeles and urban America. 

``We're at the end of the trickle down,'' says Jack Hoffmann, a local realtor and member of a task force that has 

been dealing with the issue. ``We're attempting to satisfy at the local level what is really a national problem.'' 

With its come-as-you-are, accepting life style, Venice has always had its share of drifters and homeless 

people. But in the past year the numbers have swelled. 

Residents attribute the increase in part to the growing numbers of homeless citywide. At the same time, 

a crackdown on street sleeping in the skid row area of downtown, as well as the closure this fall of an 

``urban encampment'' for the homeless, has caused some to migrate to the beach. 

Residents say Venice has also been more lenient in allowing people to sleep on the beach, and word has 

spread that it is cleaner and safer to stay here than on a cardboard slab on a skid row sidewalk. 
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``It has really exacerbated in the past year,'' says Dr. Mary Ann Hutchison, a psychologist who chairs the 

homeless task force. ``All of a sudden the eyes of the city were on Venice as the place for the homeless 

population.'' 

This community of 40,000 is estimated to have 2,500 homeless people. When combined with 

neighboring Santa Monica, which has a similar number, the area is believed to have the second highest 

concentration in the city. Los Angeles County as a whole has more than 35,000 homeless. 

Residents here have long tolerated the displaced. But when the number of beach sleepers began to grow 

last summer, tempers flared. 

At the peak in July and August, some 250 people were living on the sand, though the number has now 

dropped to about 80. 

Some restaurant owners complained of patrons being harassed, while a few residents said the homeless 

were using their garden hoses or hot tubs to bathe. Others complained that the panhandling was 

becoming intolerably aggressive. 

In response, the City Council representative from the area, Ruth Galanter, had job counseling, housing, 

and other ``outreach'' programs brought to the beach. She said the services would be pressed for a period 

and then a sleeping ban would be enforced. 

Last week the Council gave preliminary approval to the ordinance outlawing overnight sleeping. 

The ban is expected to go into effect in January. In the meantime, social service programs will again be 

pushed. 

Still, the move angers some Venice residents, who see it as ``vigilantism'' rather than a compassionate 

response to a social problem. 

``The fact is that police sweeps will not make the problem go away,'' says Jennifer Pirie of Venice 

Neighbor-to-Neighbor, a group organized to aid the homeless and oppose the ban. 

Some of the homeless plan to stay on the beach until the police move in. 

David Burdett has been living in a soiled tent behind the graffiti-blotched Venice Beach pavilion for five 

months. ``It is just going to displace people - push them from one place to another,'' he says. 

Another man says he migrated to Los Angeles from Reno, Nev., three weeks ago after getting laid off as 

a landscape architect. 

Unable to find work, he ended up on the beach with a sleeping bag. 

``It is cleaner and safer here than downtown,'' he says, sitting on a worn carpet on the sand. ``Hopefully, 

the police won't come and start knocking heads.'' 

Whatever does happen, residents on both sides of the issue agree the challenge is clear: 
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Society and government at all levels need to do more in the way of providing temporary and permanent 

housing, job opportunities, and mental health and other services. 

Venice Issue : There's Help, Homeless at 
Beach Told 
August 13, 1987|ALAN CITRON | Times Staff Writer 

Los Angeles County health officials and outreach workers descended on Venice Beach on 
Wednesday morning, encouraging homeless people who have become an object of community 
outrage to get back into the mainstream of life. 

The event was organized by Los Angeles County Supervisor Deane Dana, whose aide, Mary Lee 
Gray, said the supervisor hopes that the hundreds of vagrants who are living in Venice will take 
advantage of available service programs. 

"All Deane wants to do is mobilize the county's resources," said Gray, who claimed that Dana's 
action had nothing to do with recent media disclosures about problems caused by homeless 
people in Venice. "This is not political." 

Some social workers, however, say the county is actually trying to drive vagrants out of Venice. 
Several who operate private programs with county grants said they were forced to participate 
in Dana's program against their will. 

One worker, who asked to remain anonymous because he depends on county funding, said 
Dana's program is poorly organized and ill-conceived. He said Westside homeless shelters are 
already full and that most vagrants are not interested in welfare or food stamps. 

"Why aren't they seeking our expertise on this?" the social worker asked. "This is not the way to 
do outreach. It is a bizarre kind of a thing." 

Some of the homeless also resent the county's efforts. Carlos Gonzales, 25, who has lived on 
Venice-area beaches for the last year, crumpled a white sheet of paper listing the telephone 
numbers and addresses of the nearest welfare and food stamp offices moments after it was 
handed to him. 

"There is a very bad joke being perpetrated on the homeless people out here," Gonzales said. 
"This is nothing but a bad publicity stunt." 

Another vagrant in a torn T-shirt, asked by a social worker if he would like any general relief, 
replied: "No thanks. I'm already relieved." 

Chuck Sladky, who has lived in Venice for four years, was one of the few vagrants who 
welcomed the effort. "I'm glad that they have finally realized there's a problem and that they 
are doing something about it," he said. 

http://articles.latimes.com/1987/aug/13
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The Venice outreach started at a beachfront parking lot where free meals are served to 
vagrants, and it later spread to their encampments--a multicolored tent city on a stretch of the 
Venice beachfront. More than a dozen social workers and county employees participated in the 
program. 

Several Venice residents stood by as the social service referral sheets were distributed. 
Vagrants are the focus of mounting concern in the community. They have been accused of 
harassing residents, scaring children, urinating on private property, committing burglaries and 
dealing drugs. 

The Venice Homeless Task Force, a private group that is preparing to release a study on 
vagrants, has been leading the push for action on the homeless problem. The group, which has 
collected more than 1,000 signatures of support, claims that Los Angeles officials and police 
have ignored their complaints, even though thousands of homeless people have converged on 
the Venice-Santa Monica area. 

They say that Venice's homeless population is skyrocketing because police there have a 
reputation for being more lenient than in other areas, such as Skid Row in downtown Los 
Angeles. 

Figures Vary 

Others say that the number of vagrants in Venice is much smaller. Rhonda Meister of the St. 
Joseph Center, which provides free meals to homeless people, said the figure is closer to 350. 
Gray said the homeless number fewer than 1,000. 

Los Angeles City Councilwoman Ruth Galanter, who represents Venice, said that homeless 
people have become a chief concern. She has scheduled a press conference for this morning to 
discuss plans for a hearing on the problem. 

Galanter had no comment on Dana's action, but she said that the number of homeless people 
who are living in Venice may be irrelevant. 

"The issue for the council is not so much is the problem getting worse," Galanter said. "The 
question is, are we getting solutions? Whether there are 350 or 1,000 homeless people in 
Venice, we still need solutions." Meister said that new programs are desperately needed. She 
said that existing shelters and services are already overtaxed. 

Gray said that Dana is offering one of the best solutions by encouraging homeless people to 
take advantage of social services, such as welfare and food stamps. The outreach program will 
continue through Friday. 

"We don't feel that we are the heavy in this situation," Gray said. "This is not a quick fix. We 
just want to inform people of our services." 
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Beach Squatters Must Move On or Face 
Arrest 
January 07, 1988|TRACY WILKINSON | Times Staff Writer 

Homeless people on Venice Beach will be told to leave or they will face arrest under a new law 
that takes effect Jan. 17, officials said Wednesday. 

About 150 people are camped out in tents on the beach, where the population has swelled in 
recent weeks, police said. 

An ordinance sponsored by City Councilwoman Ruth Galanter will ban overnight camping on 
beaches. Signs warning of arrest are scheduled to go up next week, said Galanter spokesman 
Rick Ruiz. 

Pro-homeless activist Ted Hayes, who has set up a jumbo army tent on the beach, called the 
ordinance "rash" and earlier this week went to Galanter's office to demand that the law be 
rescinded. 

But Galanter aides and police said plans to enforce the ordinance will go ahead on schedule. 

"There are too many people who depend on Venice beach . . . (and) it is too valuable a resource 
to allow a small group to control it," Ruiz said. 

Venice is said to have the second highest concentration of homeless in the county, after 
downtown's Skid Row. 

Although there has been some concern over a possible showdown between homeless people 
and police over the new ordinance, Capt. John Wilbanks, who oversees the Venice area, said 
most of the transients will move once they see the posted warnings. 

He added, however, that Hayes or some of his followers might "take a stand" and allow 
themselves to be arrested. Hayes has vowed to challenge the law but has declined to say 
specifically what he plans to do. 

Wilbanks said business owners and merchants, who have been critical of the homeless 
occupation of the beach, are growing impatient. 

"They call us, expecting us to take action and we can't really respond," said Wilbanks. "They're 
getting tired of hearing (that they must wait for the ordinance) and they're getting tired of 
waiting. They want to see action." 

Police say violent criminal activity has picked up among the transients living on the beach. The 
police beach detail reported 402 misdemeanor violations and seven felony arrests in the last 
month, up nearly 50% over the previous month. 

http://articles.latimes.com/1988/jan/07
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Police report that a man who was arrested last week for shooting at another transient was 
wanted on a federal warrant. Another man is in critical condition after being stabbed by 
another beach-dweller three days before Christmas, police say. 

The number of homeless on Venice Beach fell to about 40 in November but increased again last 
month. The increase prompted the city to reopen a trailer on the beach offering referral 
services and outreach programs in an effort to encourage people to move off the beach. 

About 40 people have been processed since the facility reopened, a spokesman said. Ruiz said 
the city has asked the county, which provides some of the services, to extend the trailer 
operation through Jan. 22. It had been scheduled to shut down next week. 

The new ordinance is also likely to be a central topic in mediated talks among the groups 
fighting over what to do about the homeless in Venice. A third round of talks was scheduled for 
this week. 

Lauren Burton, a lawyer with the Neighborhood Justice Center who is one of three mediators, 
said the ordinance had raised numerous questions among the groups about how it will be 
enforced, whether it will only push the homeless farther up Rose Avenue and whether it is only 
a "Band-Aid" approach. 

"I don't think anyone believes (the ordinance) will totally solve the problem," Burton said. 

Others who work with the homeless maintain that the ordinance is meaningless unless 
sufficient social services can be offered. 

"Without additional resources . . . the need is always there," said Donna Scheifler, a Sister of 
Mercy nun who works at the Venice-based St. Joseph Center. "No matter how the ordinance is 
written, the situation is not radically different." 

 


