
Vincentian Ohio Action Network   197 E. Gay St. Columbus, OH 43215   
www.svdpcolumbus.org   

 

 
Governor Dewine 
Riffe Center, 30th Floor, 77 
South High Steet 
Columbus, OH 43215-6117 
 
 
 
April 15, 2020 
 
 
Dear Gov. DeWine, 
 
I have been encouraged by your leadership, and that of Dr. Amy Acton, and the bold measures quickly taken to minimize the 
spread of COVID19 in Ohio. Schools are closed, businesses are closed, but similar action is lagging within our prison systems. 
Our prisons now report an increasing number of COVID19 cases.  As you know, our prisons hold over 50,000 vulnerable 
people. Prison is not set up for physical distance. They are located in various rural and small towns across Ohio less equipped 
for an influx of acute medical needs.  All people connected to this system are uniquely susceptible to COVID19. 

The holistic wellbeing of those in our prison system is of specific concern to myself and the many affiliated with our 
organization’s work and projects. Christians like myself, and people of every faith tradition, regularly go into the prisons to 
demonstrate love, compassion, and mercy to those who are behind bars.  We seek to instill hope, provide spiritual resources 
to aid the incarcerated, and offer practical help during reentry. The majority of those who are incarcerated – over 90% -- will 
be returning home at some point. They are our neighbors.   

The overcrowding in our prisons is a persistent problem. It has needed to be resolved for decades. Unfortunately, it is now a 
life and death situation for those who live and work inside the prison walls. We have to do better, quickly. Tens of thousands 
of Ohioans worry about the health and wellbeing of their child, brother, sister, mother or father and want to make sure they 
are safe. Jesus himself identified with the incarcerated when he said, “I was sick and you cared for me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.” Many of us who takes these words to heart believe this is a critical moment to “do for the least of these” what we 
would do for Jesus. 

We need you, and our government leaders entrusted with a duty to care for those in our prisons, to take every necessary step 
to ensure our prison system has the tools, staffing, and support to fully follow the critical distancing protocols being put in 
place throughout the state. This can be accomplished through much wider categories of releases. The prisons already work to 
identify risk levels and respond to behavior through security levels. I urge you to consider eligibility for prison reduction based 
on one’s rehabilitation and readiness for reentry, not merely their crime of conviction. This reduction need is urgent and 
ongoing. 

We also need to ensure the remaining incarcerate persons have access to modified accommodations that support both their 
social distancing and reentry needs. New funding and cross-system cooperation is ongoing to address the homeless and other 
vulnerable groups focused on ensuring the protection of life and the public health of all. This same commitment must extend 
to our prison and reentry systems as well. We have no time to spare.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Wendy Tarr 
Executive Director 
Vincentian Ohio Action Network 
wtarr@svdpcolumbus.org 
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