
Vincentian Ohio Action Network 
197 E. Gay St.  
Columbus, OH 43215 

April 8, 2019 

 

To: Comptroller of the Currency, 

 

Re: Community Reinvestment Act Proposed Changes 

 The Vincentian Ohio Action Network and its associated Think Tanks on Poverty serving Newark, 
Zanesville, Perry County and Fairfield County wish to offer comments opposing the changes currently 
proposed to the Community Reinvestment Act. 

 The areas we serve are Appalachian and rust-belt Ohio communities. They have been buffeted by the 
loss of good manufacturing jobs as industries such as coal mining, glass, ceramics and steel declined or 
moved plants overseas. The communities left behind are challenged by a lack of housing, struggling small 
businesses, rising poverty and unemployment, a declining local tax base, increased homelessness, and all the 
associated problems poverty facilitates. The suicide rate and addiction rates in our communities are 
exploding. The last thing we need is to have the effectiveness of the Community Reinvestment Act decreased 
by changes that would allow banks to decrease their commitment to neighborhoods in the most need. The 
Act is one of the too few tools we have to try and maintain and improve our communities. 

 We most need affordable housing and small business loans and we need them in our poorest 
communities. A 2019 Zanesville housing survey found that when the data was gathered, Zanesville had ZERO 
vacancies in rentals that would be affordable for those with below the average local income. There was a 
waiting list of over 300 for housing vouchers. We need to restore our decaying housing stock so the character 
of our villages and cities is maintained, and we need loans in our poorest neighborhoods because improving 
these communities will ensure that the broader community also is uplifted and prospers. We don’t need 
investment in communities that are gentrifying already. We don’t need sports stadiums.  We understand the 
need for infrastructure improvements, but we know roads and bridges have often been used in the past to 
divide and decimate low income communities.  

 The result of the proposed rule changes will be to allow banks to focus on more profitable projects 
rather than projects most needed by our poorest communities. Please do not allow these proposed rule 
changes.  

Sincerely, 

 

Wendy Tarr 
Director 
Vincentian Ohio Action Network (VOAN) 
Think Tanks on Poverty  


