
Reducing Heat Gain By Effectively 
Shading Your House With Vegetation
By effectively shading your dwelling with plants you can reduce summer temperatures 
around the house, minimise energy consumption and increase comfort.
What parts of my home should I shade?
The most important parts of a building to shade 
are windows and glass, where up to 87% of heat is 
gained (Your Home, 2017). Secondly, shade uninsulated 
walls and roofs. Finally, shading pergolas, outdoor 
living areas, carports and concrete slabs helps lower 
temperatures on the ground.

How do I effectively position shade trees or 
shrubs?
To effectively position shade trees and shrubs you 
must firstly understand the orientation of your site and 
dwelling in relation to the path of the sun throughout the 
day. Each orientation requires specific kinds of shading 
in order to establish effective cooling.



Other tips:
•	 Breeze filtering plant placement: In Alice Springs 

prominent winds tend to be from the east and south 
east in summer. Planting shrubs and trees at window 
level on this side of your house can assist in filtering 
and cooling wind before it reaches the house.

•	 Groundcover: Use ground cover plantings instead 
of paving to reduce ground temperature and 
reflected heat.

•	 Shade from trees can reduce the air conditioning 
costs of a typical house by up to 30% (Ennos, 2015).

Selecting Appropriate Plant Species for Shade in Alice Springs
When selecting plant species and plant placement take into consideration factors such soil type, water 
availability, direct sun, and available space.


