How to Save

Energy and Water in Your Home
A Guide for Residents
of Alice Springs
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Where does Electricity Come From in Alice Springs?

Most electricity in Alice Springs is produced at two power stations: one in town
and one at Owen Springs.
These two power stations burn
a mixture of natural gas and
diesel to produce power.
Alice Springs also gets some of
its power from solar energy.
Power and Water measure
how much power people use in
kilowatt (kW) hours. A kW hour
is 1000 watts of power used
for one hour. They count how
many kW hours are used every
three months and then send out
a bill. It costs about 26 cents for
every kW hour you use.

1 kWh = 26c
4 kWh = $1
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Power Bills

A power bill usually comes every three months.
Power and Water will come and read your meter to check how many KW hours you've used since they
last counted, then they send you a bill. They also charge you about 50c each day for the connection.

This graph
compares your
current bill to
past bills.
It also shows how
much power you
use compared to
other people.
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This shows how many
kWh you’ve used since
your last bill multiplied
by the rate per kWh.

This shows how much
you’ve been charged
for the connection
for this bill.

Where does water come from in Alice Springs?
Water in Alice Springs comes from the
Roe Creek bore field, south of town.
Our water gets pumped up from under
the ground then piped into town.
Because this water from under the ground
wont last forever, it's even more important
that we use it wisely.
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Energy and Water star ratings
When you buy a new appliance it will be rated.
A sticker will tell you whether or not it will use
a lot of power or water.
When you buy a new appliance,
try to choose one with
MORE stars to save
water and power.
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Energy Efficiency and Heaters
A heater can cost you a lot of money.
Oil heater

Try to buy a heater with a high star
rating or put some more clothes on
when it's cold.

Bar heater
Used for 1 hr = about 50c
Used for 3 hours = about $1.50
Used 12 hours = about $6
Used for 24 hours = about $12
Fan Heaters
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Used for 12 hours a day for 3 months = about $500

How to save Energy and Water in the kitchen
Make sure you defrost and clean
your fridge regularly - the engine
has to work really hard if there is
too much ice inside the fridge.

An electric fry
pan will be very
expensive if you
use it every day.
Using the gas stove
will be cheaper.

Try to wash your dishes all at
once with the plug in the sink.

Set the fridge
temperature
to the middle
setting.
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Remind kids not to open and shut
the fridge too much - when you open
the door the cold air falls out.
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How to save Energy in the living room
SUMMER
Use fans before you turn on
the air conditioner.
Try to block out the hot
summer sun with thick
curtains or blinds.

WINTER

1
3

Heater on
= door closed
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Block cold
draughts.

Close the curtains
at night.

Remember to:
1 turn off fans and the air conditioner when you go out
2 turn off the heater when you go out
3 turn off the lights when you aren't using them.
4 turn off appliances at the wall when you're not using them.
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Put on warm clothes
or use a blanket
instead of the
heater.

How to save Energy and Water in the bathroom
Try using a timer to help you
have shorter showers.

Report any leaks straight away.

Electric hot water is
really expensive.

Turn off the tap
when you're cleaning
your teeth or having
a shave.

Remember to
turn off the
lights when you're
finished in the
bathroom.

Remind kids not to waste
water in the shower or bath.
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How to save Energy in the bedroom
WHEN IT'S HOT
Use fans before you turn on the air conditioner.

WHEN IT'S COLD
Use heavy curtains to keep the warm air inside.

Try turning off the air conditioner
and using fans at night.
Close the bedroom up in the
heat of the day then open it up
once it cools down at night.
Close the curtains when it's hot
to stop the sun shining inside.
Keep doors
and windows
shut to keep the
warm air in.
Turn off appliances at the wall
when you're not using them.
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Use blankets instead of the heater.

How to save Energy and Water in the laundry
Use a cold wash to save
money on hot water.
If you do a hot wash
every time it will
cost a lot of money.

Turn off the lights
when you're not
using them.

Turn off the washing machine at
the wall when you're not using it.
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Report any
leaking taps
straight away.

Wash a full load
of clothes.
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When you go out . . .

When you go away . . .
Clean out the
fridge and
turn it off.

Turn off the lights.

Turn off the
air conditioner
or heater.

Turn off all
appliances
at the wall.

Turn off the
hot water.

If you want to be
sure everything is
off, you can turn off
the main switch.
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For more information please contact desertSMART COOLmob on 8952 0299
http://desertsmartcoolmob.org

