
NT Climate Change Response: ALEC comments 

The Northern Territory Government (NTG) through the Department of Chief Minister has released a 

policy response to climate change in the NT. The “Climate Change Response” reads like a policy 

whitepaper that outlines high level aspirations and some key strategies to mitigate and adapt to climate 

change.  

‘Aspirational’ commitment to be carbon neutral by 2050 

The response sets an ‘aspirational’ emissions reduction target of net zero emissions by 2050. The 

response states emissions will continue to rise over the next decade peaking after 2030. While we 

support the 2050 target as an absolute minimum to keep warming below 20C, it is not clear exactly what 

the NTG is intending to do to reduce emissions and ensure compliance with reduction targets across the 

economy.  

The response is structured in three parts: 

1. Facilitate the long-term growth of the renewable energy industry to diversify and strengthen 

the NT economy (low-carbon economic growth); and enable new export industries 

underpinned by renewable energy. 

The focus of the response is economic and development policy to harness the opportunities of the 

transition towards carbon neutrality. The NTG considers that climate change is an opportunity and that 

we need to be acting sooner rather than later. Other than encouraging private sector investment in solar 

power, no specific reduction strategies are identified. There is support for renewable hydrogen export 

industry but no clear committed government funding.  

While it is heartening to see government acknowledge the necessity of an economic transition powered 

by renewables, there are fundamental issues with framing climate change in this way and focusing only 

on the strategies that provide economic opportunity. The paper does not state how the strategies and 

aspirations will be implemented. There is no detail on the legal or policy mechanisms to be used and it is 

vague on their responsibility in driving the growth in renewables and the hydrogen export industry.  

Recommendations: 

– Introduce a Climate Change Act to: 

o legislate enforceable emissions reduction targets including interim targets across all 

sectors and clear mechanisms of accountability. 

o Clear obligations on decision makers to consider climate change. 

o Establish a framework for monitoring, reporting and verifying mitigation strategies. 

o Create an independent expert advisory body to provide regular advice on climate 

change research and information as it develops. 

– There must be a clear commitment of public funds to support large scale solar farms that 

provide public benefits to communities. 

– Solar panel installations and energy efficiency retrofits should be prioritised for remote 

communities, public housing and other vulnerable communities.  

– The benefits of the transition (low cost energy) must be directed towards those who are most 

vulnerable to the impacts of global heating.   



 

2. Continue to build on existing initiatives to reduce greenhouse gas emission across the 

economy, in line with a long-term aspirational target of net zero emissions by 2050. 

This section outlines examples of programs, strategies and renewable energy programs already 

operating or under construction. There is no clear guidance on exactly what the role of the NTG is in 

supporting these initiatives.  

The paper misses the mark by failing to acknowledge the severity and scale of the crisis. It undermines 

the reality of climate change: both the existing vulnerability across the NT and the fact that climate 

change is already causing severe impacts. 1 Central Australia is already experiencing temperatures above 

1.50C. The NTG seeks to maximise economic opportunities presented by the transition stating that “we 

will prioritise actions that are considered ‘win win’ approaches”. There are parts of the NT that may 

become uninhabitable in several decades; the time for acting only if there are economic benefits has 

well and truly passed.  

The document does not acknowledge the link between economic activity and carbon emissions. Other 

than energy, there is little guidance on what is required to decarbonise other industries. Certain sectors 

claim they are carbon neutrality, which should be closely scutinised, especially the unfounded claims of 

carbon neutrality made by the pastoral estate.   

An inherent contradiction in the plan is the role of the Northern Territory Gas Strategy in driving 

investment in gas fueled industries. A renewable powered economy and gas-based manufacturing 

industries are fundamentally incompatible.  

Recommendations: 

– Development of a fracking industry is not consistent with the governments’ commitment to 

carbon neutrality2.  

– Include strategies to reduce emissions from pastoral properties.  

– Develop a broader structural plan to decouple emissions from economic growth.  

– Provide financial support for climate change research and effective emissions reduction 

strategies across the entire NT economy.  

 

3. Respond to climate risk and adapt to the observed and projected impacts.  

The NTG will develop “climate change risk response strategies, communicate climate change risks and 

embed climate change considerations across government decision making. While these are 

commendable aspirations, it is not clear how this will be implemented. Critical questions about the 

process, responsibilities and funding remain.  

Climate change policy must address the underlying causes of vulnerability and exposure in order to 

reduce the impact of extreme temperatures and volatile weather. This will require unprecedented 

collaboration across agencies, departments and civil society organisations which is not acknowledged by 

 
1 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-14/climate-change-mangrove-traditional-owners-call-for-
action/11598238 
2 https://www.katherinetimes.com.au/story/6443849/greenhouse-gas-fears-from-fracking-the-nt/ 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-14/climate-change-mangrove-traditional-owners-call-for-action/11598238
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-10-14/climate-change-mangrove-traditional-owners-call-for-action/11598238
https://www.katherinetimes.com.au/story/6443849/greenhouse-gas-fears-from-fracking-the-nt/


the response. The paper does not acknowledge the importance of water security as a key issue in 

climate adaptation. Addressing current crises in water supply and quality for remote communities will 

be a core adaptation strategy but is not a policy commitment.  

The Response largely underplays the severity of the issue and the inherent vulnerability of the Northern 

Territory, especially in terms of health. There must be rapid and progressive changes across the NT in 

adaptation, primarily in the areas of housing to ensure ongoing livability for Territorians while reducing 

the barriers for people to stay on country. Climate adaptation strategies will need to address pre-

existing health issues as much of the NT population is vulnerable to climate change because of high 

exposure and generally low adaptive capacity.  

Recommendations:  

– Develop a plan to reduce emissions across all supply chains including enforceable emissions 

reduction targets that includes Departmental procurement policy.  

– Carbon capture and storage programs should primarily be based on natural systems rather that 

engineered infrastructure. This will provide the greatest returns on carbon sequestration in 

addition to multiple ecological, cultural and social co-benefits.  

– Commit to investing in climate research to understand how the climate crisis is currently 

impacting communities and environments in the NT. 

– Include biodiversity conservation strategies to support environmental adaptation such as the 

Territory Eco link.  

– Acknowledge the connections and linkages with other climate related issues such as water 

security and availability.  

– Commit to developing comprehensive funded long-term plans to build community resilience 

with land councils, regional councils and other relevant agencies and organisations.  

– Amending relevant building codes to mandate energy and water efficient design.  

– Commit to developing a climate justice framework in consultation with land councils, civil 

society organisations, health networks and community organisations, including investigating the 

role of strengthening land rights and Treaty to improving adaptive capacity.  

– Funded framework to support regional climate adaptation.  

– Develop a full communications strategy beyond a website. ALEC is working with aboriginal 

people and organisations critical that NTG supports work with aboriginal people pastoralists 

and business.  

In summary 

– The response represents the beginning of long-term planning to respond to climate change and 

outlines a range of renewable energy opportunities to reduce emissions.   

– Contains positive intentions but is light on detail and lacks a clear process for implementation.  

Ultimately the success of the policy depends on how it will be implemented.  

– Government must develop a Climate Change Act that ensures climate change considerations 

are factored into decision making across government and that industry is held accountable. See 

EDO fact sheet for more information on a potential Act: https://www.edont.org.au/climate-

change-act-nt  

https://www.edont.org.au/climate-change-act-nt
https://www.edont.org.au/climate-change-act-nt


– Government must commit to providing adequate funding for public engagement that informs 

the content of the implementation plans. Communities must be supported to develop 

adaptation and risk management strategies on their own terms. 

The response typifies the “ecological modernisation approach” placing the problem in the hands of 

technocrats and businesses to solve and profit from emissions reduction. It neglects the human realities 

of climate change and the impacts of severe ecological disruption. Until there is a clear implementation 

process and enforceable lines of accountability supported by significant government funding, the 

climate response is at risk of being largely ineffective in reducing the risks posed by climate change to 

the NT.  

You can make you own comments on the response at: https://haveyoursay.nt.gov.au/climate-change-

response. Alternatively, you can email a written submission to: dcm.environment@nt.gov.au 

https://haveyoursay.nt.gov.au/climate-change-response
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