
Legislation to Combat Climate Change:  
Youth Views on the Big Issues 

Organised by the multi-faith Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC), a Youth 
Embassy was set up during the week leading up to July 1st. Its aim was to give voice to that generation 
which will be impacted most by today’s public policies in response to climate change – young people.  

The Youth Embassy challenged the preoccupation with the costs of combatting climate change and 
drew attention to the main game: taking action now for the sake of future generations. Most of us 
have children and grandchildren to whom we are closely connected. They deserve our generation to 
put aside our ambitions and our very human tendency to deny tough realities. 

The youth who contributed were from a range of backgrounds, some religious, others secular. All were 
under 25. Most were from New South Wales and the Australian Capital Territory. This is a selection of 
quotes and themes from young people’s contributions. 

Statements of principle from various faith perspectives 

Serap Herkiloglu is a 19-year-old Muslim from 
Cunningham: “This is the key, I believe, to teach 
the youth of today the value of the environment 
so future generations can benefit what we have 
today.” 

Suchita Pota (20 - Fraser) is a Hindu: “Climate 
change is an undeniable threat to our Mother 
Earth, …. Standing passively in the wake of such 
a threat, generated through our own inaction, is 
a betrayal of our cultural and religious heritage.”  

Jessica Wen Lui Lim (19 - Grayndler) wrote from 
a Christian perspective: “mankind is powerful to 
‘rule’ over the world - we have dominion, and 
may either exercise it for the good of the 
universe- which is God’s universe and not our 
own - or we may act to destroy it and abuse the 
resources God has freely given us.”  

The hope for a future based on sustainability and renewable energy  

Kate (20 – Grayndler): “There is no benefit to unsustainable living, and innumerable benefits for 
positive conservation of our environment. It just makes sense. We can all do our part to ensure a 
cleaner, healthier and happier world for our and future generations.” 

Suchita Pota again: “From the perspective of all but those in the mining industry it makes little sense to 
do anything but invest (in clean energy) now and guarantee our economic stability in the future.” 

Catholic Tess Corkish, 19 years (Reid) wrote and sings, “Let’s Power the World”. See it on: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcVXug7gpj8 

 
From left to right: Tobias Nevile, Tess Corkish, Sharon 
Koren, Tamar Hoffman at the Interfaith Forum on 
Intergenerational Justice on June 28th 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PcVXug7gpj8


Fears about the world they could inherit 

16-year-old Parrys Raines, aka “Climate Girl”, from the electorate of Cunningham: “I keep hearing 
about the cost of action. The cost of not doing enough will be too high. …. Adults today are making 
choices that will ultimately decide our future. Please don’t hand me and my generation a planet in 
worse condition than what you inherited.” 

This came from Jared (16 – Fraser): “I don’t want to be telling stories as an old man to my 
grandchildren about a mysterious underwater forest called the Great Barrier Reef which is no longer 
there because of climate change. I want my grandchildren to be able to see it.” 

Sense of urgency 

Again, Parrys Raines: “You have the technology, you have the knowhow and most importantly you still 
have the time – what are you waiting for?” 

Tamar Hoffman (18 – Kingsford-Smith) and Sharon Koren (16 – Wentworth) wrote jointly: “Now is the 
time to act! Now is the time to realize the lasting damage we are causing. Now is the time to do 
something about it. ….. Humans should be proactive rather than reactive! We need to start action now. 
Every delay is going to cost billions more.”  

Anglican Tobias Nevile (16) of the electorate of Fraser: “(extreme weather events) seem to be getting 
more and more common. It was a couple of years back that it hit me: this is all connected. The drought 
here, the more and more frequent floods, they’re all linked. I used to hear about one or two cyclones in 
the north of Australia. Now I swear there’s another one every few weeks. …… Climate change is real, 
and it is happening. We need to act soon to stop it.” 

Anger about the lack of action 

Merryn from Canberra electorate: “I think if the generation in charge of taking action against climate 
change now isn’t thinking enough about the future generations who will live on this planet, and just 
think about ‘what are the consequences for me?’ then it’s really quite selfish. If the Carbon Tax costs 
money, we shouldn’t be GRUMBLING about it. We should be thinking about the positive effect and 
what it won’t cost our great, great grandchildren. We need to act now. We’ve got ourselves into this 
mess, so we should get ourselves out again! If we ALL try our very best to change the consequences for 
our planet, then we CAN make a DIFFERENCE!!” 

Kat from Riverina electorate: “Australia needs to wake up and stop lagging behind. We should be proud 
of our country in every way but I’m sorry to say I am not proud of Australia’s lazy approach to climate 
change.” 

Over-consumption is irresponsible 

A number of young contributors connected climate change with themes common to all the religious 
traditions. One theme is that endless consumption does not in itself contribute to human happiness, 
but it does come at considerable cost to the environment. 23-year-old Catholic Daniel Nelson of 
Parramatta writes poignantly, “We have been given responsibility to be stewards of creation, not 
customers of it. …. We live as though we have infinite resources, picking and choosing scientific 
information that only buoys our over-consumption, deluding ourselves into thinking that we can know 
good from evil.” 



Impact of vulnerable populations 

Leaders of various religious traditions have noted the links between our over-consumption and 
environmental impacts that disproportionately affect vulnerable populations. This theme is not lost to 
the youth. Christian Caley Bawden (18 – Macquarie), recently made a trip to Kenya and listened to how 
life had changed over the past fifty years. The people told her that the rains did not come when they 
used to, and when they did come, they ruined the land. This has made planting crops impossible, 
feeding livestock difficult and has increased famine. 

Caley reflects, “In the cases of these people, it is not their own lifestyles that are contributing to their 
suffering, but ours. …. Our failure to act on climate change is an injustice. My vision for the future is a 
world where my lifestyle does not contribute to the suffering of others.” 

Again, Jessica Wen Lui Lim makes the links with some passion. “If we do not consider climate change as 
a serious issue, accelerated and emphasised by human activity, then we make it too easy to excuse our 
irresponsible and unsustainable environmental practices, and we make it too easy to ignore the plight 
of those suffering from our changing climate. …. then we, as Christians, have failed not only to respect 
God’s creation and to love His people; we have failed to give due glory to the loving creator.” 

 

 

 
From left to right: Bishop Pat Power, Suchita Pota, 
Parrys Raines and Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Compiled by Thea Ormerod. 


