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ABOUT ARRCC 
 
ARRCC is a multi-faith, member-based network committed to taking action on climate 
change. As an organisation we engage with faith communities, run campaigns, produce 
resources, and undertake research and advocacy to fulfil our mission and realise our vision. 

Our Vision 

We envisage our nation embracing a 
sustainable future, one which is 

based on a more ethical 
understanding of human prosperity 

and the flourishing of all. 

To help achieve this vision, ARRCC hopes to 
see religious communities of all kinds, and all 
across Australia, actively reflecting religious 

values in their lifestyle choices. 

Our Mission 

1. To promote ethical, sustainable, 
healthy and contented lifestyles 
which respect the Earth’s precious 
natural resources. 

2. To advocate from a faith 
perspective for public policies 
which contribute to climate 
justice. 

Our Values 

Compassion 
We are challenged by our compassion towards 
the other people and beings with whom we share 
this Earth.  

Respect 
We show respect for people regardless of their 
views – treating them with kindness and 
gentleness. 

Truth-telling 
Though we recognise that people find it difficult 
to hear our messages, we maintain a 
commitment to truth-telling.  

A focus on what really matters 

We believe happiness comes from a focus on 
those aspects of life that really matter: 
relationships and mutual caring, a sense of 
purpose, and connectedness with the natural 
environment.  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
It is a challenging time for those of us who care about climate change, but it is also a time where signs of 
hope are springing up everywhere. There are an ever-increasing number of organisations working to 
making a difference, and the quality of the work is becoming ever-more strategic. People of faith have 
more reason than anyone to be undeterred by the glacial pace of legislative and international 
developments. We are able to draw strength from our spiritualities, each with their own richness and 
beauty. 

As religious people, we are also moved to action by compassion for those most vulnerable in our world. 
We are also spurred on by climate-related disasters such as Superstorm Sandy in the Carribean and the 
US and Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines, and the more slow-moving rise of sea levels threatening the 
homes of our brothers and sisters on low-lying Pacific islands. During the period from 1970 to 2008, over 
95% of deaths from natural disasters occurred in developing countries.   

Hence, for ARRCC the period July 2012 – December 13 has been a time of increasing energy within the 
organization, and greater collaboration with our faith-based partners and new partners in the broader 
society. We are most grateful to all those who have generously made donations, and to the hundreds of 
volunteers who have come forward in that time to make things happen.  

There are so many people to thank. The management committee is made up of volunteers who make 
time for meetings amidst their numerous other commitments. Thank you to those religious leaders who 
have stepped up to our Ambassadors’ advocacy work. We’re very grateful to the various volunteers who 
have helped with the Climate Action Kits, website work, meat-free cooking workshops, submissions and 
letters and all manner of things. 

Two grants have enabled us to more effectively assist communities to reduce their carbon footprint. With 
the UnitingCare NSW/ACT grant we started producing Climate Action Kits, comprehensive tool-kits for 
faith communities readily available online. Hundreds of people have downloaded the kits so far. We had 
already been organizing vegetarian cooking workshops but with the Parramatta Council grant we were 
able to organize more. 

In the same period, Ride to Worship morphed into a more flexible Walk and Ride to Worship, 
encouraging people to use active transport to attend services. Each year around forty communities 
participate. 
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In the meantime our advocacy work has continued with numerous submissions and letters to key 
Members of Parliament. During the period July 2012 – December 2014 the religious leaders’ 
Ambassadors group published an open letter in the lead-up to the Federal Election. With each public 
action we take we have become more visible in the media and more noticed by better-resourced 
environmental NGO’s. 

ARRCC had already taken the step of divesting from fossil fuels by switching to BankMECU before the visit 
of Bill McKibben in April 2013. His visit however marked the beginning of our full participation in the Go 
Fossil Free campaign. With partners 350.org and Catholic Earthcare especially, we have strongly 
encouraged individuals and organisations to move their money out of Funds and Banks that continue to 
invest in the fossil fuel extraction. This campaign is fast-growing and gives us the best chance I’ve seen 
yet to steer our beleaguered world onto a new course. 

Ordinary people cannot wait for international negotiations or even individual governments to produce 
the results humanity needs. We as individuals and communities of faith can make choices which add 
impetus to change efforts. Each of you reading this is no doubt doing your own bit. Please keep up the 
great work and/or join our campaigns. Help us increase our influence by becoming a member of ARRCC, 
and press ever onwards! 

 

Ms Thea Ormerod 
ARRCC President 
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Financial Statements 
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Australian Religious Response 
to Climate Change 

Level 15, 179 Elizabeth St 
Sydney NSW 2000 

Tel: (02) 9150 9713 
Fax: (02) 9283 8154 

Email: info@arrcc.org.au 
Web: www.arrcc.org.au 

 


