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ABOUT ARRCC
ARRCC is a multi-faith, member-based network committed to taking action on climate
change. As an organisation we engage with faith communities, run campaigns, produce
resources, and undertake research and advocacy to fulfil our mission and realise our vision.

Vision, Mission and Values
Our Vision

Our Values

We envisage our nation embracing a
sustainable future, one which is
based on a more ethical
understanding of human prosperity
and the flourishing of all.

Compassion
We are challenged by our compassion towards
the other people and beings with whom we share
this Earth.

Respect

To help achieve this vision, ARRCC hopes to
see religious communities of all kinds, and all
across Australia, actively reflecting religious
values in their lifestyle choices.

We show respect for people regardless of their
views – treating them with kindness and
gentleness.

Truth-telling

Our Mission

Though we recognise that people find it difficult
to hear our messages, we maintain a
commitment to truth-telling.

1. To promote ethical, sustainable,
healthy and contented lifestyles
which respect the Earth’s precious
natural resources.

A focus on what really matters
We believe happiness comes from a focus on
those aspects of life that really matter:
relationships and mutual caring, a sense of
purpose, and connectedness with the natural
environment.

2. To advocate from a faith
perspective for public policies
which contribute to climate
justice.
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President’s Report
There’s no way around it. 2016 was a depressing year politically, especially in the
US and Australia. So ARRCC has an important role as an organisation based on
spiritual beliefs and values to maintain hope. This is distinct from optimism or
hope that requires evidence that we are being successful as a movement. Hope is
active engagement, with its roots in faith. It is a spiritual hope that wells up like an
eternal spring, the kind of hope that sustains us and propels us forward.
Ms Thea Ormerod
ARRCC President

After years of hearing the message on global warming, Australia’s current
leadership has landed us in a position where we are one of the worst performers
globally on climate action. Not only are we one of the highest emitters per
capita, with about the lowest targets for reducing emissions, but our emissions
are rising and we’re the biggest drug pushers of coal and gas to the rest of the
world!
The religious ideal of compassion towards our enemies does not preclude us
openly challenging them. Indeed, the intransigence of our decision-makers in the
face of a strong scientific and moral case for an orderly and rapid decarbonisation,
means that those on the side of right are called to resist the wrong-doing more
overtly.
To do less is to implicitly condone the status quo. To be inactive in response to
global warming may appear, on the surface, to be peaceable, normal,
apolitical and nonpartisan. However, to be inactive is not authentically
compassionate or just when the scale of evil facing us is potentially so
destructive of the life-chances of so many.
That’s why ARRCC will continue to scale up pressure for change. We’re building a
groundswell of people of faith who share a life-affirming vision for the earth’s
future in the context of, not just interreligious tolerance, but interreligious
solidarity.
At a time when much of what we love is under threat, ARRCC witnesses strongly
for the values that could create a safer, more inclusive and fairer world.
Will you join us?
Ever onwards!

Thea Ormerod,
President, ARRCC
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WHO WE ARE
Our Structure
ARRCC is a not-for-profit association incorporated in NSW, under the Associations Incorporation Act,
and an Australian Registered Body, under the Corporations Act. Our Constitution and Statement of
Objects are available on our website, under About Us. Our headquarters are in the office of The
Climate Institute, Level 15, 179 Elizabeth Street, Sydney.
ARRCC has both individual and organisational members from across Australia. It is guided by a
management committee that is responsible for ARRCC's broad strategic direction and for driving key
programs and initiatives. Work is carried out by various working groups which comprise management
committee members, ARRCC members and other supporters/volunteers. Greenfaith/ARRCC is a
regional working group of ARRCC based in Melbourne.

ARRCC
Individual .
members .

Working Groups
Greenfaith/
ARRCC

Organisational
members

Commitee

Religious
Leaders
Partners
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Management committee

Religious Leader Ambassadors

The Committee is comprised of up to 10 individual
members and organisational member representatives
that meet monthly to oversee the work of ARRCC.

This loosely organized group brings together
community leaders from different faith backgrounds
in Australia. They take on advocacy roles to urge
members of parliament to adopt policies that best
reflect care for the earth and for those who stand to
lose most from climate change.

Members are elected at an Annual General Meeting
held in the first half of the year, following nomination.
Where vacancies existing following the AGM, the
committee may appoint additional members at any
time through the year.

The Ambassadors currently consists of leaders in the
Buddhist, Catholic, Anglican, Quaker, Hindu, Islamic,
Jewish and Uniting Church traditions. Members of the
group have some formal recognition of leadership in
their respective communities and have responded to
ARRCC when invited to participate in advocacy
efforts. We welcome interest from other religious
leaders.

The Committee aims to represent a range of
traditions, to reflect with integrity the multi-faith
nature of the organisation. In the years since ARRCC’s
incorporation, it has had members from the Anglican,
Baha’i, Baptist, Buddhist, Catholic, Hindu, Islamic,
Jewish, Uniting Church and other traditions.
Some valued members had to step down from the
Committee at the AGM, notably Lucy Osborn and
Khyati Mehta. At various stages through 2016,
Committee members were from Jewish, Hindu,
Muslim, Mormon, Catholic, Uniting Church, Anglican,
and Buddhist or related traditions.

Some of our Ambassadors at Parliament House:
Prof Neil Ormerod, Thea Ormerod, Dr Shailesh Diwedi, Hon Julie
Owens, Bhante Sujato, Bishop Prof Stephen Pickard, Diana AbdelRahman, Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black.

Working Groups
Over the years, ARRCC’s main work has been carried
out through working groups, which are led by
representatives from our Management Committee
and include members and volunteers. Current
working groups include:

L to R: Susy, Thea, John, Jonathan, Lucy, Gill, Murray

ARRCC’s principles are for committee members to:


be practising or have deep familiarity with
religious tradition(s)



have connection with religious networks



have expertise or knowledge in climate changerelated matters .






There is currently no formal process for evaluating
the management committee’s performance.
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Policy and Advocacy, including Go Fossil Free
Religious Leader Ambassadors
Eat Less Meat
Greenfaith/ARRCC.

Our Members
As at December 31st, 2016, our paid membership stood at a total of 146, comprising 105
individuals and 41 organisations. There has been a steady growth in membership each year.
In addition, ARRCC has over 1,600 subscribers to our monthly e-newsletter.

Summary of individual members

67%
6%
10%

3%

6%

3%

2%
53%

6%

5%
24%
1%

Other

12%
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Our Management Committee

Thea Ormerod
(President)

Jonathan Keren-Black

Murray Lobley

Kathy Mehta*

Gill King

John Carroll

Cassandra Daw

Lucy Osborn*

Susy Selvarajan

Usman Iftikhar

Julie Macken*

*Stepped down during 2016
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Our Volunteers and Consultants
ARRCC would not be nearly as effective without the help of many members and supporters who volunteered
throughout the year.
General volunteers
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shize Zhou – IT help
Gill King, Harry Creamer, Jonathan Keren-Black, Thea Ormerod – policy and advocacy working group
Terry Sussmilch – Tasmania contact person
Sue Taylor - WA contact person
Wendy Flannery – assisted with Brisbane outreach
Andrea Mayes – assisted with GreenFaith/ARRCC
Philippa Rowland – advocacy work around international climate negotiations
John Carroll – outreach to Gomeroi Traditional Custodians
Amy Griffiths, Wai Shan Fong (Sana), Tegan Park, Adrien Lalchere, Vijai Singhal – Eat Less Meat working group

Consultants
•
•
•
•

Paul Boundy, Administrative Assistant
James Lorenz, Holdfast Communications
Jocelyn Edge, Accountant
Corey McCann, Website

Our Partners
Greenpeace
Australia Pacific

350.org Australia

Holdfast
Communications

Australian Centre for
Christianity and Culture

Pacific Calling
Partnership

Faith Ecology Network
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WHAT WE DO
Our Objectives
The objects of the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) Incorporated are:

(1)

To assist faith communities to make the link between their faith and caring for the Earth;

(2)

To raise awareness specifically about climate change issues within faith communities;

(3)

To assist and inspire faith communities to be respectful of the Earth’s natural resources by
transforming their consumption practices and reducing wastage,

(4)

To advocate for public policies which protect the Earth’s biodiversity and promote justice, especially
towards people most adversely impacted by climate change, including future generations;

(5)

To facilitate interfaith dialogue and collaboration in relation to climate change;

(6)

To work co-operatively with others in the broader community who are active in meeting the above
objectives.

Our Goals
ARRCC’s focus areas are:

OURSELVES
ARRCC’s internal capabilities
and reputation

PEOPLE OF FAITH
Individuals and faith communities,
plus the religious structures that
oversee and support them

Downward

Upward

THE EARTH

GOVERNMENT
The federal government and
the public policy debate
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Our Campaigns
Curbing climate change requires transformation at every level of society – from individuals, to communities,
institutions and businesses.

Policy and Advocacy
ARRCC believes that individuals, faith communities and religious
leaders have the power to speak out publically for government
and business policies and practices that care for the Earth. We
also recognise that people can make a significant impact by
simply sharing about climate change with family, friends and
their local communities.
This campaign conducts faith-based political advocacy on
climate change through direct engagement with politicians, and
supports individuals and faith-based organisations to speak out.

Go Fossil Fuel Free
ARRCC believes that to protect life on earth, Australia must
leave most of our coal, oil and gas in the ground. Individuals
and faith communities can play a powerful role in moving
Australia's economy out of fossil fuels and into clean and
renewable energy.
This campaign encourages and provides the tools to individuals
and communities to take action in their role as members,
beneficiaries and customers of institutional investors including
banks, super funds and insurance companies to divest from
fossil fuels.

Faith Community Footprints
ARRCC believes in empowering individuals and faith
communities to take practical steps to reduce their
environmental footprint and protect and nurture our planet.
This campaign develops resources such as Steps2Sustainability
and the Climate Action Kits to provide guidance to individuals
and faith communities, and then works with communities to
make lasting changing and celebrate their achievements.
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Eat Less meat / Meat Free
Day
All of the world religions, from their various
perspectives, encourage protection of the
environment, serving the needs of the poor,
kindness towards animals and healthy living.
In addition to being a large contribution to
climate change, meat consumption connects
with issues concerning global justice in
relation to food, the compassionate
treatment of animals, nonviolence, and
health.
ARRCC believes that our religious values call
us to consciously consider the amount of
meat we eat, how much we actually need,
and what the effects of our meat
consumption are. This would, ARRCC
believes, lead to a desire to eat less meat.

Greenfaith/ARRCC
Greenfaith Australia formed as a grass-roots interfaith organisation in Melbourne
with broad representation across different religious, age, gender, geographic and
cultural groups in Melbourne. After working in partnership with ARRCC for some
time, in 2013 Greenfaith merged with ARRCC to become a Victorian-based local
chapter. With ARRCC's headquarters in Sydney and GreenFaith's in Melbourne,
ARRCC is now better equipped to reach out to faith communities across Australia.
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Activity Reports
Policy & Advocacy
Key people: Gill King, Jonathan Keren-Black, Harry Creamer, Thea Ormerod
In light of the unfolding crisis and the election year, ARRCC had an active year standing up,
speaking up and acting stronger action to deal with damage to our climate and its consequences.
Thank you to those leaders in various faith traditions who signed a strongly worded open letter
before the election, especially Right Rev’d Professor Stephen Pickard who agreed to also co-author
an opinion piece. These resulted in appearances in:
The Guardian (Australia) – op ed
The Guardian (Australia) – open letter
The Guardian (International) – op ed
SBS Radio (Vietnamese)
Sight magazine (Christian online)
The Guardian (International) – open letter
SYN FM youth radio, Melbourne
Aurora Magazine – Maitland Newcastle Catholic Diocese – also appeared in print
John Carroll, Gill King and Thea Ormerod managed to get an article on ABC Religion and Ethics
online:
Resetting Moral Compass - ABC Religion and Ethics
Articles which covered both the open letter and a joint Catholic divestment announcement appeared
in:
The Melbourne Anglican
PlayGround (Spanish!)
Sight magazine
Scorecard
Gill King put together a thoughtful scorecard for ARRCC supporters and visitors to the ARRCC
website. Early in the year ARRCC set its key policy ‘asks’. To compile the scorecard, Gill drew from
the research of some better-resourced organisations which carefully assessed various Parties’
climate policies and undertook direct research to assess the policies against ARRCC’s ‘asks’.
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Continued support of Gomeroi
ARRCC considers that the indigenous spiritualities have unique perspectives to contribute to a safer
climate future. The perspectives offered by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (First Nations)
cultures and heritage are worthy of special respect. We have much to learn from their culture of
caring for country.
After the destruction, damage or desecration of all but one of their sacred sites in the Leard State
Forest, the Gomeroi Traditional Custodians are fighting to preserve the last remaining and most
significant site, Lawler’s Well. Spokesperson Dolly Talbot told the media, “It is so hard seeing the
destruction of our country. The elders have been waiting too long for answers. It is completely
unacceptable that Hunt has dragged his feet on the protection of Lawler’s Well.” ARRCC wrote a
letter to the then Minister for the Environment in solidarity with the Gomeroi, seeking his formal
protection for the cultural rights of the Gomeroi Traditional Custodians of the Leard State Forest.
We noted that the significance of their sacred sites is comparable to the significance of a Christian
Cathedral or Jewish Synagogue.
John Carroll travelled up to Gunnedah and spoke with some of the Gomeroi leaders who were
understandably despondent. Without the sacred sites it is more difficult to keep the young First
Nations people connected to the culture and few are interested in their dances or their language.
John has taken an interest in learning the Gomeroi language.
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Biodiversity & land-clearing laws
In response to proposals to NSW’s
proposals to change laws to make landclearing easier, ARRCC wrote to Paul Green
MLC and Fred Nile MLC of the Christian
Democrat Party in NSW. Paul Green met
with John Carroll, Thea Ormerod and Anne
Lanyon in October 2016. Sadly, the
legislation was passed on 9 November.

ARRCC members at Coal and Gas Conference.
L to R: John Carroll, Thea Ormerod, Rex Graham,
John Hayes

Direct action

In May around a dozen members of ARRCC participated in Break Free in Newcastle, organised
by 350.org. The protest blocked the export of coal from the Port of Newcastle for a day. Four
ARRCC members took their stand against fossil fuels to the point of peaceful civil disobedience,
as did others on our newsletter list. It was noted that around a fifth of people arrested at Break
Free were people of faith.
In September ARRCC widely publicised
“#PrayForOurPacific Sabbath” through our
networks and some communities were
individually invited. Communities were
encouraged to register, and to photograph
and film their activities for social media
afterwards. 350.org took the lead with
videography, media releases and digital
media. Cassandra Daw kindly filmed the
Tongan choir at Mass at St Brigid’s,
Marrickville, and 350.org primarily used the
audio from it.
An ARRCC media releases regarding Pray For Our Pacific resulted in:
Sight magazine
Sight magazine
Journey Online
ABC News
Revive magazine
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Tongan community members at St
Brigid’s, Marrickville, which
participated in Pray For Our Pacific

Global Interfaith Statement COP22
In April, a global Interfaith Climate Change

Statement to World Leaders was presented
to H.E. Mogens Lykketoft, President of the
UN General Assembly. Philippa Rowland
was instrumental in gaining signatures
from faith leaders from Australia and
around the world and was able to attend
the ceremony at the UN Church Centre.
ARRCC promoted the Statement to general
signatories.

Philippa Rowland in New York

In the lead-up to the international COP22 climate meetings in Marrakesh in November, Gill King and
Philippa Rowland worked tirelessly on an interfaith statement. Both were involved in preparation of
the statement as well as organising and communications. This was the strongest global interfaith
statement so far, and included endorsements of ARRCC policies including the calls for urgent and
ambitious action, divestment from fossil fuels and investment in renewable energy, and a focus on
human rights. Testament to how dedicated they were, 32 out of the 300 plus signatories from
religious leaders were Australian and they secured more from other countries as well as many of
the over 2500 other signatories.
Gill and Philippa did an amazing job! Gill organised media releases for Australia and New Zealand
and Philippa organised and gave several media interviews. Some of the Australian media outlets
that reported on the Interfaith Climate Statement included:
Gill King and Philippa Rowland did an amazing job! Here’s how the Interfaith Climate Statement
was publicised in Australia:
Cathnews
Christian Today
The Melbourne Anglican
National Council of Churches website
Anti-nuclear
Religions for Peace website

UCA Insights
Cathnews
Lutheran Church website
Radio Adelaide
UCA Insights
Independent Catholic News
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Imam Dr Daud Batchelor, an ARRCC member, wrote for the Australian Muslim News.
Thea Ormerod and Bishop Stephen Pickard published an article on the Statement in Eureka
Street.

L to R: Pastor John Carroll, His
Excellency the Grand Mufti of
Australia, Thea Ormerod, Eyad
Abu Arga

Concept of “climate emergency”
Committee discussions on using this term led to a unanimous decision to accept it. The science is telling us
we are in an emergency, so we should be naming it as such. People’s focus is more likely to sharpen when an
“emergency” is called and people will more likely prioritise action. In an emergency, people rise to the
occasion and do whatever is needed: neighbours help neighbours, strangers help strangers. And, when we
are aware that we are facing a threat to our existence, mass mobilisations can result in amazing economic
transformations in a very short time.
The term, “climate emergency”, has considerable synergy with interfaith climate statements in recent times.
The Committee considered that use of the emergency concept should be accompanied by options for taking
action, to help prevent any sense of hopelessness.

Go Fossil Free

Work with Catholic Religious Orders

The year started quickly when we were invited by The Climate Institute (TCI) to promote, among
influencers within the faith community, a Divest Invest Conference in April. Twelve
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representatives of Religious Orders and others from various religious organisations attended.
This became the catalyst for divestment being presented at a conference for Catholic Religious
Orders soon after, which in turn accelerated moves towards excluding fossil fuels from their
investments. Afterwards there were requests for various forms of assistance, including referrals
to suitable fund managers with the expertise to assist with implementing divestment decisions.
In the meantime, the Global Catholic Climate Movement (GCCM) was developing its Divest
Reinvest campaign. ARRCC’s experience was invaluable in developing a Divest Reinvest Toolkit
for advocates wanting to promote divestment with Catholic organisations. ARRCC was also able
to contribute another article to the GCCM website which had been written by Quaker Robert
Howell in collaboration with Jacqui Remond, Director of Catholic Earthcare, and Thea Ormerod.
IN Australia, the up-dated paper was made available to the Australian Catholic Bishops’
Conference and small Catholic institutions.
While there was much happening behind the scenes, what was needed was Catholic
organisations prepared to make public their decisions to move away from fossil fuel
investments. It is the public stand which organisations take which transform decisions into
prophetic actions with the power to challenge the social license of fossil fuel industries. ARRCC
successfully encouraged four Catholic Religious Orders to participate in a global joint divestment
announcement at the anniversary of the publication of Laudato Si’. The public announcement
launched a much wider global Catholic Divest Invest campaign. ARRCC went on to facilitate the
participation of two Catholic Religious Orders in the second global joint divestment
announcement. By now a vibrant push for Catholic divestment was under way internationally.
Other Catholic organisations
A great opportunity has been presented in the stand taken by Pope Francis against fossil fuels in
his encyclical, Laudato Si’. It is now possible to draw on teachings from the document in the
process of presenting a case for divestment with Catholic organisations.
Thus advocacy was continued with the Australian Catholic University (ACU), the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) and Catholic Super Funds. A number of
ARRCC members have been advocating divestment with the Bishops in their Dioceses or
Religious Orders with which they are associated. Catholic Earthcare and Caritas were at
the forefront of promoting the divestment concept with the ACBC as a whole, and
organised the visit of prominent ecologist Fr Sean McDonagh who spoke at their Plenary
in November. The outcome was the establishment of a working group, chaired by a
Bishop, to make recommendations on ethical investment at the next ACBC Plenary. This
was a significant success!
In the meantime, ARRCC assisted with the global Divest the Vatican campaign. For example,
signatories representing some Australian Catholic youth groups were found for a “Divest the
Vatican” letter to be presented at World Youth Day.
A Campaign Now App on the new website enabled members of the Australian Superannuation
and Retirement Fund (ASRF) and Catholic Super to send a letter advocating divestment to their
Fund. The Chief Investment Officer of Catholic Super praised the letter-writing campaign as
being very effective, such that the Fund decided to introduce an “ultra-low carbon and impact
investment” option. It will be available for members by mid-2017. While this was felt to be a
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positive outcome, a letter was sent to Catholic Super Board members asking them to use the
same principles to take the Fund further.
The faith sector generally

Some great news came through that the Sydney Buddhist Centre has divested, the first Buddhist
organisation globally to do so! The Sydney Buddhist Centre became an organisational member
of ARRCC soon after. This, and the decision of the Unitarian Church of South Australia, were
included in another global joint announcement by Divest Invest Global in December .
Sydney Buddhist Centre divested from fossil fuels
in 2016, the first Buddhist organization in the
world to do so.
Gill King put the case for divestment to the
Crescent Bank and individuals of the Islamic
community, while Thea approached the Sri
Venkateswara Hindu Temple with the help of
Professor Raja Jayaraman. In each case, the
message has been received positively.
The year ended with ARRCC developing, with The Climate Institute, a Divest Invest Guide for Faith-Based
Organisations which was launched during a webinar in December. The resource is designed for insider
influencers to take their organisations through the steps towards more ethical investment decisions. It
can be downloaded either from the TCI website and ARRCC’s.
Coverage of divestment announcement

Media releases on the announcement of four Catholic Religious Orders divesting from fossil fuels
resulted in:
Article on divestment in Maitland-Newcastle Catholic Aurora and in print
ABC Religion and Ethics Report (radio) –
The Guardian (Australia)
Gillian Reffell and Thea
Cathnews
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Global Pulse Magazine (Catholic)
Independent Catholic News (UK-based)
Tree Alerts
350.org Australia website
Wagga’s Daily Advertiser
Pensions & Investments (US based)
National Catholic Reporter (a mention)
Catholic Religious Australia website

The Daily Climate (US-based)
ABC radio - David Taylor, World Today and
PM
Green Left Weekly
China Christian Daily
Neil Ormerod in The Conversation
Which was picked up in Econo Times

Coverage of both open letter and divestment announcement
The Melbourne Anglican
PlayGround (Spanish) translation of part of this article: “So on the island, a multi - religious force has
been created with a higher purpose: to save the Earth. They have also built a group - a pressureinstitution that is the home of all the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC).” By
“island” the Spanish mean Australia!
Sight Magazine
A media release to religious media on the second joint announcement in October resulted in
appearances in Insights and Brisbane Catholic Leader.

Another article published on divestment in The Melbourne Anglican.

Eat Less Meat
A new group of young volunteers for the Eat Less Meat campaign started in July, along
with long-time supporter, Vijai Singhal. With limited available volunteer time, the group
agreed that creating a lively social media presence was the most practical, effective way
forward. The first push was to promote Meat Free Week.
The Facebook site quickly received a following,
which has been steadily increasing. The groups
posts several times a week, keeping the tone of
posts positive, energetic and empowering.
Different people in the group take responsibility
for different days. There are themes for each
month, eg, Christmas, shopping ethically, making
a difference without it being costly.
Although not formally one of the Eat
Less Meat group, Sr Elizabeth Young
RSM wrote an article connecting the
value of compassion with the practise
of reducing meat consumption. It was
called “Compassionate consumption”
and appeared in the online magazine
The Good Oil, which is widely read by
Catholics.

L to R:
Wai Shan Fong (Sana), Vijai Singhal, Tegan Park, Amy
Griffiths. Absent from this picture is Adrien Lalchere.

ARRCC collaborated with other organisations too. We promoted the Climatarian Challenge App
of Less Meat Less Heat and later the Nan Thien Temple’s initiative, Be Kind Be Vego. Each of
these campaigns are about encouraging people to make pledges to eat less meat. Be Kind Be
Vego launched their campaign with a campaign in which they collected approx 40,000 pledged
meat free days. We look forward to collaborating with these organisations again in 2017.
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Faith Community Footprints
While we have Climate Action kits in five different faith traditions, the science sections and
many of the links in the kits have needed up-dating. This has been happening behind the
scenes and it is hoped that soon we will have up-dated all the kits.
During 2016, Murray Lobley negotiated with the Buddhist Council of Victoria for a launch of
the Buddhist Action Kit on August 17. ARRCC member, Andrea Mayes spoke at the event, as
did Bishop.
Cassandra Daw introduced the concept of the ARRCC Buddhist kit to the Sydney Buddhists’
Centre at their Sacred Earth Day event, and by September the Centre had agreed to host a
launch of the kit in Sydney in early 2017.

Ven Boonsom, Buddhist Council of Victoria, launches kit

Attendees at the Melbourne launch
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Greenfaith ARRCC
Key people: Jonathan Keren-Black, Murray Lobley, Andrea Mayes

GreenFaith/ARRCC is the Victorian arm of ARRCC, based
in Melbourne. The very exciting news of the last few
months and looking forward is the appointment of
Angela Merriam as our part-time Community Worker,
for an initial six month period. We received over twenty
high quality applications and it was a challenging but
inspiring task to shortlist and interview them, and many
of them were already familiar with the important work
ARRCC has been doing. We have been working with
Angela on how to best widen the participation and
involvement of people of faith in our region, with one
particular emphasis being how to introduce our Climate
Action Kits to more communities and get them to set up
their own working groups. We have a Strategy Day
planned to hear the views and ideas of members and
chart the best way forward, one aspect of which we
expect to be a major event for mid-2017.
Looking back over the past year, the monthly meetings
continued, and we decided to feature the religious
responsibilities to Climate Change, hearing from Jewish,
Christian and Muslim perspectives in three consecutive
months, and highlighting the Climate Action Kits. In
October we chose the theme: “Frailty – our need for
divine protection” and visited the Leo Baeck Centre for
Progressive Judaism to learn about the festival of Sukkot.
In November the theme was ‘Finding Hope in Climate
Change’. However, we could always have accommodated
more numbers than the small group attending, and hence
we concentrated on getting a Community Worker to
assist in building up our local impact.
This year Andrea Mayes has been chairing our meetings. Two of our members, Murray Lobley and
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black, are also on the ARRCC organising committee, participating monthly
via Skype, and travelling to NSW for the annual planning meeting in January 2017. We
congratulate ARRCC on another busy year and thank Thea in particular for her continuing vision
and energy in steering ARRCC to help make a real difference.
If you are in Melbourne for a Monday lunchtime, why not join us at a monthly meeting? Contact
Murray Lobley on jm.lobley@bigpond.com
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Empowering our networks
The ARRCC Committee has been working on our own skills development and, in the process, seen
the potential benefits for our supporters. During 2016 Gill King and John Carroll participated in the
highly regarded Community Organising Fellowship and, in the latter part of 2016, the Committee
was joined by Usman Iftikhar who has worked for AYCC and GetUp! and is experienced in training
volunteers.
To share the benefits, we have continued offering skills workshops and/or facilitation to small
groups starting out. Thus we offered community organising skills workshops in Sydney, Kiama,
Hobart and Brisbane, generally after spending time understanding what the group was looking for.
Participant numbers ranged from 10 to 30. In Brisbane and Kiama we also assisted with the initial
stages of establishing inclusive local groups to work on climate change together.
Depending on the workshop, the skills variously covered were relational conversations, power
mapping, setting SMART objectives (Specific and Strategic, Measurable, Achievable, Realistic,
Time-bound), communicating about climate change, story-telling or the nature of “Spiritual
Activism”.
In Brisbane, five Muslims who attended both the sessions ARRCC organised went on to organise a
distinctively Islamic initiative of their own. With some leadership from Imam Daud Batchelor, the
group actively engaged the support of the Islamic Council of Queensland and dozens of individual
Imams for a forum to be held early in 2017.
The group in Hobart specifically wanted to explore the nature of “Spiritual Activism”. John Carroll
was especially suited to respond, and offered a workshop in November. Terry Sussmilch wrote
afterwards, “We thought it was a wonderful day which brought us all together face-to-face to
discuss aspects close to all our hearts and helped to firm a sense of group purpose. Thank you for
an excellent workshop!”

Participants in interfaith dialogue on climate
action in Brisbane

Community Organising Skills workshop held in
Sydney
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Outcomes of survey
ARRCC conducted a survey of supporters via our newsletter in August 2016. Altogether 79 people
responded. Nearly all were people of faith and the majority were Christians. Overall, the results
showed that respondents highly value ARRCC and have been prompted by ARRCC to take a range
of actions. Most are connected with other environmental organisations.
Almost half of respondents described the newsletters as “often helpful” and a third described the
newsletters as “very often” or “always helpful”. Over two-thirds of the people who responded
receive newsletters from three or more other environmental organisations.
The following were some of the reasons given for why people value ARRCC’s role:
•

•
•
•
•

“It operates in a different space to any other organisation in Australia and has a huge potential
to make a difference to Australia’s (and Australians’) response to the challenge of climate
change.”
“Contributing moral authority to climate action, making clear the link between spirituality and
the imperative to care for creation.”
“The world needs the example of people of faith taking a lively interest in such affairs; people
like William Wilberforce come to mind.”
“The multi-faith aspect is spiritually and morally potent.”
“A united response, modelling the unity that will be required globally to tackle this problem.”

Regrettably, there was a mistake in the construction of the survey at first. It had some questions
allowing only one answer when we were seeking more than one. 46 people responded to this early
version of the survey. They were asked, “Which actions have you taken because you were prompted
by ARRCC?” 54% of respondents answered that they had taken more than one action because they
were prompted by ARRCC, but those who chose just one action most often answered “writing to my
local MP” (11%) and “animating my own community” (13%).
Thirty-three responded to the second version of the same survey which successfully allowed more
than one answer to some of the questions. When they were asked, “Which actions have you taken
because you were prompted by ARRCC?”
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The most popular form of action for this group was “attending events” (50%)
42% had written to their local MP
40% said they were reducing their meat consumption
9% had switched banks and super funds
Over 45% said they had been animating their local community
9% had visited their local MP
40% had used public transport

Clearly, ARRCC is successful in encouraging people to be active, at least to some extent.
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Summary of Achievements in 2016
Workshops
Workshops in Brisbane, Kiama, Sydney and Hobart assisted in starting local initiatives and helped develop
skills among those who attended. Significantly, a gathering in Brisbane brought some keen Muslim
supporters together who then created an energetic Islamic climate initiative in Queensland. Their first
project was to organise a Seminar on Islam and Environment, jointly with the Islamic Council of Queensland.

Public statements
From survey results, the single most valued dimension of ARRCC’s work is facilitating diverse faith leaders
speaking out publicly for enlightened climate policy. We did this on two occasions in 2016. Thank you to
those leaders in various faith traditions who came out publicly to support a strongly worded open letter
before the federal election. It was widely publicised, including in The Guardian.
The second statement was one that Philippa Rowland and Gill King worked tirelessly on in the lead-up to
COP22 in Marrakesh. This was the most strongly worded Global Interfaith Statement so far, and included an
endorsement of divestment. Testament to the dedication of Gill and Philippa, of the 303 signatories, 37 were
Australian.

Global Catholic Climate Movement
ARRCC helped start a Global Catholic fossil fuel divestment initiative by providing resources to the Global
Catholic Climate Movement. Thanks go to those six courageous Religious Orders who participated in the two
joint Catholic divestment announcements. These provided the momentum for a robust global campaign in
this faith tradition.

Divest-reinvest
On the Divest-Invest front, ARRCC worked with sponsor and partner, The Climate Institute, on a Divest-Invest
Conference and subsequent Guide for faith-based organisations. We facilitated letters from members of
Catholic Super also, which resulted in the Fund creating an “ultra-low carbon option” for members.

Eat Less Meat
A new and vibrant Eat Less Meat group was formed in 2016. With limited resources they focussed on
creating a lively Facebook page with regular postings, which has attracted a decent following.
More than this was achieved, but these were the highlights. A huge thanks goes to the hundreds of
volunteers who made all this possible.
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Looking Ahead – Plans for 2017
At the time of writing, some of these plans are already being actualized:
 Encouraging faith-based support for the declaration of a Climate Emergency
 Participating in faith sector-led petition for ambitious climate policies across 150 House of Representatives

electorates, with potentially several hundred thousand signatures
 Organising protest actions, particularly at sites where Aboriginal rights are under threat
 Support for ARRCC members as champions of action on climate change in their respective

communities, especially Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CaLD) communities.
 Continuation of the Eat Less Meat initiative
 Launch of Buddhist Climate Action Kit in Sydney and active promotion of the use of all the Kits

to communities in the various faith traditions.
 Strengthening of ARRCC’s strategic partnerships, resource base, our multi-faith identity and

networks across Australia.
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Financial Policies
We are committed to continuing to encourage faith communities to take action
against climate change, and to undertake truth-telling to the government and
business sector on policies that are needed for climate justice.
To date, ARRCC has been largely reliant on seed funding provided by The Climate
Institute and a small number of large one-off donations. We are committed to
expanding our sources of generating income.

Principles
While we are committed to continuing our work, we do not believe that
“survival at all costs” is a justifiable position. We therefore premise our
financing strategy on the following principles:
We will not undertake any work which compromises our independence,
the quality of our work or our integrity and commitment to truth-telling;
•

We believe we are accountable to the wider community of people in our
country and on our continent for the responsible use of all resources which are
put at our disposal;
•

We respect donor relationships, but are prepared to challenge and be challenged
on important issues.
•

Ideally, our fixed costs will be met by members’ annual subscriptions. We will seek
donations and grant funding for projects and current campaigns, and will aim for
cost-neutrality with respect to events and other activities.
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Financial Statements
ARRCC Incorporated
Income and Expenditure Statement
For the period 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2016
31 Dec 16

31 Dec 15

Income
Bank Interest
Campaign Donations
Donations
Membership
Other Income
Total Income

$424
$23
$2,502
$6,075
$9,023

$497
$12,018
$19,017
$6,380
$253
$38,165

$1,881
$261
$320
$3,508
$323
$846
$212

$180
$164
$11,027
$583
$2,352
$300
$843
$770
$178

Expenses
Accounting
Advertising
Bank Fees
Consulting Fees
Equipment
Event Costs
Grants to other Orgs
Insurance
Logistics
Office Expenses
Org Development - Seed funding for
member activities
Postage
Printing & Stationery
Rent
Subscriptions
Telephone & Internet
Training
Travel Costs
Volunteer Expenses
Total Expenses

-

$4,400

$184
$704
$300
$3,049
$70
$115
$3,834
$350
$16,401

$152
$1,649
$756
$384
$1,100
$2,033
$26,871

Net Surplus (Deficit)

($7,378)

11,293

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements
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ARRCC Incorporated
Balance Sheet
As at 31 December 2016
31 Dec 16

31 Dec 15

$9,240
$2,048
$5,323
$5,318
$5,318
$27,246
$27,246

$21,207
$1,139
$5,186
$5,175
$5,175
$37,882
$37,882

$114
$114
$114

$3,372
$3,372
$3,372

Net Assets

$27,132

$34,510

Members’ Funds
Current year surplus (deficit)
Accumulated surplus (deficit)
Total Members’ Funds

($7,378)
$34,510
$27,132

$11,293
$23,217
$34,510

Assets
Current Assets
MECU bank account
Paypal account
Term Deposit Account 1
Term Deposit Account 2
Term Deposit Account 3
Total Current Assets
Total Assets
Liabilities
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Total Current Liabilities
Total Liabilities
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ARRCC Incorporated
Notes to the Financial Statements
For the period 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2016
Note 1: Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared in order to satisfy the financial
reporting requirements of the Associations Incorporations Act. The committee has determined the
association is not a reporting entity.
The financial report has been prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historical costs and
does not take into account changing money values or, except where specifically stated, current
valuations of non-current assets.
The following significant accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous year unless
otherwise stated, have been adopted in the preparation of this financial report.
a) Cash and Cash Equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents include cash on hand, deposits held at call with banks, and other short
term highly liquid investments with original maturities of three months or less.
b) Revenue and Other Income
Revenue is measured at the fair value of the consideration received or receivable after taking into
account any trade discounts and volume rebates allowed. For this purpose, deferred consideration
is not discounted to present values when recognising revenue.
Interest revenue is recognised using the effective interest rate method, which for floating rate
financial assets is the rate inherent in the instrument.
Grant and donation income is recognised when the entity obtains control over the funds, which is
generally at the time of receipt.
All revenue is stated inclusive of goods and services tax (GST).
c) Goods and Services Tax (GST)
The Association is not registered for GST.
d) Income Tax
The Association is exempt from income tax under section 50-10 of the Income Tax Assessment
Act. Accordingly, no provision for income tax or income tax expense appears in the financial
statements.
e) Expenses
Expenses are recognised in profit and loss upon utilisation of the service or at the date of origin.
Note 2. Related Party Transactions
ARRCC had no related party transactions during the financial period.
Note 3. Contingent Liabilities
There have been no contingent liabilities incurred by ARRCC during the financial period.
Note 4. Economic Dependency
ARRCC relies on membership fees and donations to ensure the continuance of their advocacy and
campaigning work.
Note 5. Post Reporting Date Events
No adjusting or significant non-adjusting events have occurred between the reporting date and
date of authorisation.27
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