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ABOUT ARRCC
ARRCC is a multi-faith, member-based network committed to taking 
action on climate change. As an organisation we engage with faith 
communities, run campaigns, produce resources, and undertake 
research and advocacy to fulfil our mission and realise our vision.

Vision, Mission and Values

OUR VISION
We envisage our nation embracing a sustainable future,  
one which is based on a more ethical understanding of  

human prosperity and the flourishing of all.

To help achieve this vision, ARRCC hopes to see religious communities of all kinds,  
and all across Australia, actively reflecting religious values in their lifestyle choices.

OUR MISSION
1. To promote ethical, sustainable, healthy and contented lifestyles  

which respect the Earth’s precious natural resources.

2. To advocate from a faith perspective for public policies  
which contribute to climate justice.

OUR VALUES
Compassion

We are challenged by our compassion towards the other people  
and beings with whom we share this Earth.

Respect

We show respect for people regardless of their views 
—treating them with kindness and gentleness.

Truth-telling

Though we recognise that people find it difficult to hear our messages,  
we maintain a commitment to truth-telling.

A focus on what really matters 

We believe happiness comes from a focus on those aspects of life  
that really matter: relationships and mutual caring, a sense of purpose,  

and connectedness with the natural environment.
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President’s Message

Dear members and friends

In ARRCC we set before ourselves the challenge of 
fighting a great evil in a spirit of love. We want to 
help mobilise, as far as possible, a compassionate, 
ethical and robust response to climate change 
among people of faith. 

This is not an easy task when the latest IPCC 
Special Report tells us that humanity has just 
twelve years to drastically reduce our carbon 
emissions if we are to stay under 1.5 Degrees C. 
Essentially the world is in a climate emergency.

In an emergency, it’s time to act. Time to do more 
than create the theological and spiritual grounding 
for action, and to act! Being statistically the majority 
in the Australia, people of faith could do much to 
catalyse the transformative changes needed.

If our action is to be transformative it needs to 
be strategic and effective. ARRCC is aware of this 
when we challenge people of faith to change 
their carbon-intensive lifestyles in line with values 
around caring for the earth, work to hasten a just 
societal transition to clean energy and to do all 
we can to keep fossil fuels in the ground. It cannot 
happen without a bold engagement in what is 
broadly political.

At the same time, ARRCC is grounded in ancient 
spiritual traditions which hold us to ideal of 
compassion towards all, even our enemies. 
Compassion remains our highest calling. Thus, the 
ARRCC leadership team holds not only goals and 

governance issues as being important, but also 
how we care about each other, how we care about 
supporters and the spirit in which we do the work. 

If the fruits of our approach are any indication, 
clearly 2018 was a year of growing capacity as an 
organisation and the strengthening of our voice 
in the public debate. As an organisation, we’ve 
never received such media attention, sometimes 
controversially. Even better, it’s been a great delight 
to see supporters taking ownership of our Mission. 
With only a modicum of support, local faith-based 
groups in many different places have taken action 
of various kinds as suggested by ARRCC. 

The backdrop is a wave of support for climate 
action everywhere. Each year that the climate 
crisis becomes more pressing, government 
inaction is becoming increasingly unsupportable 
in the eyes of the majority of Australians.

So, in the coming year, we invite our supporters 
to make faith-based climate action a priority. We 
need your help to block coal mining in the Galilee 
Basin, to make climate the top priority for voters 
in the federal election and to continue to inspire 
people and communities to make commitments 
to Living the Change. 

Will you get behind us?

Ever onwards!

Thea Ormerod 
ARRCC President

Thea Ormerod  
Photo: by Sean McPhillips

Singers outside Adani HQ in Townsville before the handover of 
the letter. Photo: credit: FLAC.

https://www.ipcc.ch/2018/10/08/summary-for-policymakers-of-ipcc-special-report-on-global-warming-of-1-5c-approved-by-governments/
https://www.ipcc.ch/2018/10/08/summary-for-policymakers-of-ipcc-special-report-on-global-warming-of-1-5c-approved-by-governments/
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Our Structure

WHO WE ARE

ARRCC is a not-for-profit Association, incorporated 
in NSW under the Associations Incorporation 
Act, and an Australian Registered Body under the 
Corporations Act. ARRCC is also a registered Charity 
with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit 
Commission. Our Constitution and Statement of 
Objects are available on our website, under About 
ARRCC. We are officially co-located with Pitt Street 
Uniting Church, 264 Pitt St, Sydney.

ARRCC has both individual and organisational 
members from across Australia. It is guided 
by a Board/ Management Committee which is 
responsible for ARRCC’s broad strategic direction 
and supporting  initiatives. Work is carried out 
by various working groups which comprise 
Committee members, ARRCC members and 
other supporters/volunteers. Greenfaith/ARRCC 
is a regional working group of ARRCC based in 
Melbourne and There is now a Queensland ARRCC 
based in Brisbane.

Individual  
members

Organisational 
members

ARRCC

Working Groups

Committee

Partners

Greenfaith/ 
ARRCC

Queensland 
ARRCC

Eat Less  
Meat

Supporters

Religious  
leaders
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Management Committee
The Committee is made up of dedicated volunteers 
who, for practical reasons, are mostly drawn from 
the Sydney-based network. Jonathan Keren-Black, 
Gillian Reffell, Stephen Kelly and Thea Ormerod were 
the constants in 2018. At the AGM we welcomed 
Warren Talbot, a Uniting Church person who 
generously shares the benefits of his experience 
as a senior executive in both government and 
non-government sectors. We also welcomed back 
John Carroll, whose interpersonal skills and deep 
spirituality are greatly valued by the Committee. 

We were sorry to lose Ben Thurley who has had 
a long history of advocacy in the Christian Aid 
sector, and Syed Saif Mansoor from the Muslim 
community. Their contributions to the Committee were invaluable.

Nikki Shen has been the ARRCC Treasurer for much of the year but had to step down because work 
commitments had to take priority. Warren Talbot has conscientiously picked up this role, but intends this 
to be temporary until a suitable volunteer with accountancy skills comes forward.

From January, we are happily joined by Fr Peter Moore, an Anglican priest from Brisbane Diocese, who is 
active in Queensland ARRCC. He is also Chair of Angligreen and Deputy Chair of Queensland Churches 
Environment Network.

Work on the Committee can be dry and testing sometimes, so remarkable commitment is shown by 
those who do volunteer for these roles.

L to R : Warren Talbot, John Carroll, Gillian Reffell, Nikki Shen 
Photo: Thea Ormerod

Patrons
ARRCC has the generous support of patrons, 
Julian Burnside AO QC, Bishop Philip Huggins and 
Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins OAM. Julian Burnside is an 
Australian barrister, a renowned human rights and 
refugee advocate and author. 

Among other roles, Bishop Philip Huggins is the 
President of the National Council of Churches in 
Australia and Chair of Board of Brotherhood of 

Bishop Phil Huggins with Confirmation candidates  
who came as Karen refugees from Myanmar.

St Laurence. Bishop Huggins has been an active 
contributor to ARRCC for some years.  

Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins OAM has been the Senior 
Rabbi at the Emanuel Synagogue for 30 years, is a 
Director of the animal welfare organisation known 
as “Voiceless”, a member of the Council of Masorti 
Rabbis of Australia and an active contributor to 
ARRCC since its establishment. We are honoured 
to have him as a patron.

Working groups
ARRCC continues to have working groups, 
although the nature of these have changed over 
the years. The Committee is especially delighted 
to see an active Eat Less Meat group and groups 
in Melbourne and Brisbane so proactively 
engaged, as you can see from their separate 
reports. At various times, small working groups 
spontaneously formed around projects such as 
Week of Living the Change events and Carols 
Against Coal.
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Our Members
Donations from supporters were more generous than ever in 2017, and ARRCC has benefited greatly from 
having a steady financial base in membership subscriptions. This includes 37 organisations. The number 
of subscribers to our e-newsletter is now at 1,650.

SUMMARY OF INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS

7%

4%

5%

54%

2%

73.7%8.4%

6.3%

1.1%

6.3%

4.2%

27%Not Australia 1%
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Organisational Members

NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

STATE-BASED ORGANISATIONS

LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

Anglican EcoCare Commission

Australian Christian Meditation Community

Australian Federation of Islamic Councils

Brahma Kumaris Australia

Caritas Australia

Federation of Australian Buddhist Councils

Good Shepherd Sisters

Hindu Council of Australia

Islamic Sciences and Research Academy

Jewish Ecological Coalition (JECO)

Jesuits Australia

Loreto Sisters

Marist Sisters

Mercy Health

The Passionists

Pax Christi Australia, NSW Branch

Presentation Congregation Queensland

Presentation Sisters Victoria

Presentation Sisters of Wagga Wagga

Religious Society of Friends in Australia 
(Quakers) 

Sisters of Charity Australia

Sisters of St John of God

Sisters of Mercy, Australia & PNG

Sisters of St Joseph

Sisters of the Good Samaritan

Union for Progressive Judaism

Anglican Media Melbourne

Floreat Uniting Church, WA

Pitt Street Uniting Church

SeekersHub/Al-Ghazzali Centre, Sydney

Ss Peter and Paul Parish, Kiama

Sydney Buddhist Centre

Multi-Faith Association of South Australia Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
NSW Regional Meeting 
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Our Management Committee

  

Thea Ormerod  
(President)

Jonathan Keren-Black Gillian Reffell 
(Secretary)

Warren Talbot 
(Treasurer)

John Carroll Stephen Kelly

Ben Thurley* Syed Saif Mansoor* Susy Selvarajan*

Nikki Shen* *Stepped down during 2017
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Our Volunteers and Consultants
The number of people volunteering for ARRCC projects and groups burgeoned in 2018. They have 
collectively donated literally thousands of hours of skilled services. There are too many to mention 
everyone by name, but some particular people have stepped up significantly.

KEY VOLUNTEERS

CONSULTANTS

Likewise, some of ARRCC’s consultants have been with us for years now, and it is difficult to imagine how 
we would manage without them. Always reliable, they offer their expert services for far less than the 
usual market rates, demonstrating their strong support for what we do.

Sharon France—graphic designer

Julian Meehan, Michael O’Farrell, Peter 
Branjerdporn—photographers

Phil Jones, Peter Branjerdporn—videographers 

Shize Zhou, Fatima Syeda—IT help

Terry Sussmilch—Tasmania contact person

Sue Taylor—WA contact person

Fr Peter Moore, Heather Abramson, Rev Dr 
Peter Catt, Jen Basham, Sr Wendy Flannery 
—key contacts in Queensland ARRCC

Denis Quinn—Kiama contact

Bob Cullen—Sunshine Coast contact

Sr Elizabeth Young, Jonathan Keren-Black, 
Sr Barbara Daniels, Robert Dawlings, Rev 
Alex Sangster, Ann Aisatullin, Sue Ennis, 
Martha Ruth Hills, Tony Gleeson, Sr Caroline 
Vaitkunas—in GreenFaith/ARRCC Victoria 

Wendy Saunders—Living the Change

Lawrie Hallinan  —Living the Change

Philippa Rowland—key contact in SA

Amy Griffiths, Thanh Hoang, Wai Shan Fong 
(Sana), Graeme McGuire, Alice Berti, Dinesh 
Kunasegaan, Madeleine Hill—Eat Less Meat 
working group

Chris Hill, Gillian Reffell, Warren Talbot— 
Switch to Sunshine

Tejopala Rawls—Community Organiser
Angela Merriam—Community Organiser
Sharon France—graphic designer
Chris Shearer, Peter Branjerdporn—videographers

Paul Boundy—Administrative Assistant
Jocelyn Edge—Accountant
Corey McCann—Website and E-mail

PARTNERS

GreenFaith (US)

Tipping Point

350.org Australia

Climate Media Centre

Religions for Peace

National Council of Churches in Australia

Greenpeace Australia Pacific

Frontline Action on Coal

Queensland Churches Environmental Network

The Sunrise Project

Pace e Bene

Holdfast Communications
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WHAT WE DO

Our Objectives
The objects of the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) Incorporated are:

➊ To assist faith communities to make the link between their faith and caring  
for the Earth.

➋ To raise awareness specifically about climate change issues within faith 
communities.

➌ To assist and inspire faith communities to be respectful of the Earth’s natural 
resources by transforming their consumption practices and reducing wastage.

➍
To advocate for public policies which protect the Earth’s biodiversity and promote 
justice, especially towards people most adversely impacted by climate change, 
including future generations.

➎ To facilitate interfaith dialogue and collaboration in relation to climate change.

➏ To work co-operatively with others in the broader community who are active in 
meeting the above objectives.

Our Campaigns

Policy and Advocacy campaigning 

COMMUNITY ORGANISING WORK IN TOWNSVILLE

The success of work in Townsville has much to do with ARRCC’s community organiser, Tejopala Rawls, and 
a number of key people of faith there. They include Peter Hanley, Marney Walker and Lindy Collins.

Tejopala organised an open letter to Gautam Adani to be signed by 60 faith leaders. The letter asked 
Mr Adani to cancel his Carmichael project in the Galilee Basin and invest in renewable energy in North 
Queensland instead.  It emphasised a more constructive future through jobs in renewables, whereas coal 
mining would be very destructive. 

Tejopala visited Townsville in mid-April, met with several local faith leaders and spoke with community 
members, held a workshop in preparation for an action and then co-ordinated the action. Initial 
conversations were held with key interested leaders in the local Aboriginal and faith communities, for 
involvement at a later time. Participants of the workshop decided on the shape of the action outside of 
Adani HQ, and adapted Christian songs for it.

https://www.arrcc.org.au/multi_faith_open_letter_to_mr_gautam_adani
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On April 18th a peaceful protest was held 
outside of Adani HQ, attended by a group 
of around twenty people, mainly local 
people of faith. We’re very grateful for the 
participation of the Very Rev’d Peter Catt 
(Dean of Brisbane’s St John’s Cathedral), 
Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black, Rev’d Alex 
Sangster (Uniting Church) and Dharmachari 
Aryadharma (Triratna Buddhist Order).

The group held up a sign to the cameras 
showing the Earth from space with the 
words ‘We all live here’ at the top. The media 
interviewed Dean Peter Catt, Rabbi Keren-
Black and Rev Sangster. Tipping Point’s 
Charlie Wood helped draft the media release 
and did most of the contacting the media. 
Three young activists from the camp near the 
mine site came and helped with our social 
media work.

L to R: Sandra Smith, Peter Hanley, Alex Sangster, Peter Catt, Chris Baker, Jonathan Keren-Black, Therese Duff, Aryadharma.  
Photo: FLAC.

Handover of the letter at Adani headquarters. Photo: credit: FLAC.
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Sydney Morning Herald article.
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The event attracted considerable media, most of it sympathetic. There were reports on this in twenty-six 
mainstream media outlets (mostly regional newspapers) and 9 faith-based media outlets. Much of the 
coverage in mainstream media was in regional papers, but it also included two TV news items and these:

Mainstream media

 » The Sydney Morning Herald “Fifty religious 
leaders say no to Adani’s Carmichael mine”, 
SMH, 18 April

 » The Australian (paywalled)
 » SBS
 » www.news.com.au
 » The Townsville Bulletin

 » The West Australian
 » ABC radio in North Queensland
 » A number of commercial radio stations in 
Queensland

 » One stockbroking publication
 » Channel 7 in North Queensland
 » Channel 9 in North Queensland

Faith-based media

 » “Australian faith leaders sign letter calling for 
coal mine project to be abandoned”, Sight,  
18 April

 » “Faith leaders urge Adani to dump coal,  
invest in renewables”, The Melbourne Anglican  
19 April picked up in Anglican Communion 
News Service (international)

 » Insights (UCA)
 » Cathnews
 » The Episcopal Church
 » Vision Australia (radio)
 » Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, Catholic news
 » National Council of Churches newsletter

ACNS is an international news service.

Our most effective post on Facebook was shared 251 times.

After the event, the 60 signatories to the letter to Adani were asked to post a selfie on Facebook with a 
sign saying “I signed the letter to Adani because” and a short reason. A number of them responded.

https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/fifty-religious-leaders-say-no-to-adani-carmichael-mine-20180418-p4za8w.html
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/fifty-religious-leaders-say-no-to-adani-carmichael-mine-20180418-p4za8w.html
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/50-religious-leaders-say-no-to-adani-mine/news-story/8bfe16193c4efb35432a1bd2ee5dd3a3?nk=ed184d3149452387cbf037c98934342c-1524044362--
https://www.sbs.com.au/news/50-religious-leaders-say-no-to-adani-mine
http://www.news.com.au
https://www.townsvillebulletin.com.au/news/property-owner-tells-protest-bludgers-to-get-off-his-land/news-story/4512174afc3d05549ea99a544a423f1d
https://thewest.com.au/business/mining/50-religious-leaders-say-no-to-adani-mine-ng-s-1851110
https://www.morgans.com.au/research-and-markets/market-news-and-data/Breaking-News/50-religious-leaders-say-no-to-Adani-mine-S-1851110
https://www.facebook.com/7NewsTownsville/videos/1730872450292167/
https://www.facebook.com/9NewsNorthQueensland/videos/1688780837835480/
https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/news/9185-australian-faith-leaders-sign-letter-calling-for-coal-mine-project-to-be-abandoned
http://tma.melbourneanglican.org.au/news/faith-leaders-urge-adani-to-dump-coal-190418
http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2018/04/faith-leaders-unite-to-oppose-plans-for-new-coal-mine-in-northern-queensland.aspx
http://www.anglicannews.org/news/2018/04/faith-leaders-unite-to-oppose-plans-for-new-coal-mine-in-northern-queensland.aspx
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/news/faith-leaders-call-for-adani-to-invest-in-solar
http://cathnews.com/cathnews/31845-faith-leaders-call-on-adani-to-invest-in-renewables
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/library/article/faith-leaders-australia-unite-oppose-plans-new-coal-mine
https://vision.org.au/radio/news/church-leaders-protest-mining/
http://mnnews.today/church/2018/catholic-theologians-join-call-on-adani-to-invest-in-solar-not-coal/
http://www.ncca.org.au/ncca-newsletter/april-2018-2/item/1318-interfaith-news
https://www.facebook.com/ARRCC/posts/1750219541708289?comment_id=1751136091616634&notif_id=1524083500655870&notif_t=feed_comment&ref=notif
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MEETING WITH ADANI CEO AND TEAM

After this, the CEO of Adani Australia, Jeyakumar Janakaraj, wrote to ARRCC and requested a conversation 
with himself and his team. This was a rare opportunity, offered to only a few other groups. As a condition 
of the meeting they requested that we not approach the media about it. We agreed because we felt that 
the opportunity for dialogue was more important than media on this occasion.

A meeting was arranged and Tejopala consulted widely in order to prepare ARRCC’s representatives well. 
Our main aim was to let Adani know of the determination of people of faith in Australia to prevent the 
Carmichael mine from going ahead as well as the determination of the Stop Adani movement more broadly. 

The actual 1.5-hour meeting was mutually respectful and, on agreement, each side spoke around half the time. 
Early in the meeting we asked Mr Janakaraj whether he accepts the reality of climate change, the fact that it’s 
human-caused and that countries should meet their commitments under the Paris Accord. He said that he does. 
He actually agreed that Australia’s policies on renewable energy are too weak and too subject to political change.

We made clear that our basic position is that the risk of crossing the thresholds of 1.5C and 2C 
temperature rise means there is now an overriding moral imperative to stop as many new coal projects 
as possible. We also made it clear that we are not against Adani per se—we are simply opposed to all new 
coal projects and especially those in the Galilee Basin, given their size.  We gave them copies of a report 
by Oil Change International showing there are severe limits to what can be burned. 

Throughout the meeting Mr Janakaraj kept coming back to two themes: the fact that Adani is heavily 
involved in renewables and the idea that people in India needed to be lifted out of energy poverty and 
that, in his view, coal was the only way that this was going to happen quickly. He added that Australian 
coal was of “high quality” and that the alternative would be using lower-quality Indian coal. 

We put forward that, if Mr Adani did business in renewable energy exclusively, it would do much to 
redeem the Adani brand and asked what it would take for him to shift to such a footing. Mr Janakaraj said 
that this would not happen.

We let them know that we stand in solidarity with the Wangan and Jagalingou people too and that we believe 
that their decision against allowing mining on their country should be respected as this is their spiritual home. 

Towards the end of the meeting we confirmed that Mr Janakaraj is a Christian, having grown up 
Presbyterian. Thea gave them copies of Laudato Si and we also gave them a copy of a Jain declaration on 
the environment for Mr Adani.

L to R: Rev Dr Peter Catt, Tejopala Rawls, Thea Ormerod just before the meeting.

http://priceofoil.org/2016/09/22/the-skys-limit-report/
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
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We concluded by saying that we will keep fighting this project into the foreseeable future. We think that 
they were hoping to weaken our resolve and were disappointed that we remained firm. 

Since the meeting, two further letters have been sent to Mr Janakaraj, each signed by Very Rev’d Dr 
Peter Catt. They re-iterated that proceeding with the Carmichael project could be seen as antithetical to 
Christian teachings. 

SUBSEQUENT WORK IN TOWNSVILLE

Tejopala visited Townsville again in September and held a consultation with people of faith about what 
further action would be effective. On the basis of their input, he has been supporting an alliance between 
people of faith in Townsville and Doctors for the Environment, the North Queensland Conservation 
Council, AYCC and Farmers for Climate Action. 

The basic aim of the alliance is to demonstrate that significant numbers of people in the “mainstream”, 
people of faith, doctors, farmers, etc, in this marginal seat of Herbert, are also against the Carmichael 
project. They want to publicly challenge the myth that all people in Townsville are supportive of Adani.

The campaign is running on issues which have resonance in Townsville—the threat from the mine to 
water and the fact that there are better ways to get stable jobs than a coal mine. It is deliberately not 
badged as ‘Stop Adani’.

Tejopala has been supporting local people of faith to engage their networks. Together with others in 
the alliance, they aim to doorknock in the electorate and hold a public event to demonstrate strength of 
opposition to the mine from mainstream Townsville, including from people of faith. 

PRESENCE ON STOP ADANI PROTESTS

ARRCC participated in a number of high-profile mainstream Stop Adani protests such as Rise for the 
Climate, organised by 350.org Australia. We organised protesting or showed up outside politicians’ offices 
and at large rallies such as Time2Choose in Sydney.

ARRCC banners at 350.org’s Rise for Climate event on Sydney Harbour. Photo: Steven Saphore.
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MAKING CLIMATE THE TOP ISSUE FOR VOTERS

Tejopala Rawls has devised a distributed campaign with a toolkit for people of faith to use in any location. The 
ultimate purpose is help make climate the central issue for voters at the next federal election. To this end, the 
toolkit equips interested people of faith to effectively start with the Adani issue to help mobilise their local 
communities to put pressure on their local MP’s. Labor MP’s are of particular interest, because it is Labor who 
are more likely to explicitly withdraw support for Adani. The name of campaign is We All Live Here. 

The campaign has already attracted considerable interest. Tejopala ran a survey of ARRCC supporters and made 
phone calls to the 60+ respondents to his survey and around 40 others who Thea suggested may be interested 
from the ARRCC data base. He ran some webinars to assist ARRCC supporters to take up the campaign.

Liz Cooper and daughter, Emma Hudson signing postcards to Minister Melissa Price. Photo: Julian Meehan.

The goal has been to support anyone who is actively interested, but to nurture especially any potential 
interest marginal or otherwise important electorates. Bonner, Petrie, Capricornia, Forde, Dickson, 
Longman and Griffiths are in Brisbane so he ran a successful workshop in Brisbane, attended by 12 locals. 
Some of these are actively working on We All Live Here in their local electorates.

In September, St John’s Cathedral in Brisbane held a ‘Vigil for the Reef’ and invited local politicians from 
key marginal electorates to participate. This was timed to coincide with the Labor Party’s state conference 
and attracted social media attention. The cathedral put up a sign on the street saying “Praying that the 
Labor conference will protect the Reef. #StopAdani”. Tejopala provided media and other support.

As he is based in Melbourne, Tejopala has been leading the Melbourne Buddhist Centre through the 
steps outlined in the We All Live Here toolkit. They have conducted a survey, and have written letters to 
local marginal Labor MP Peter Khalil. They are now reaching out to other local faith communities in the 
electorate of Wills.

There have been two workshops held at the Melbourne Buddhist Centre that have built knowledge and 
organising capacity. As a consequence, ownership of most of the work involved in running this campaign 
locally has been taken on by members of the Buddhist community.

https://www.arrcc.org.au/we_all_live_here
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RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN THE NEWS

ARRCC is blessed with the wholehearted engagement of certain high-profile religious leaders. We were 
able to secure media coverage for them, but it is their own courage and determination which shine out 
most strongly.

Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins, Senior Rabbi at the Emanuel Synagogue in Woollahra, had spoken out against 
Adani publicly on a number of occasions. A week before the Wentworth by-election he wrote to his 
congregation and asked them to consider “the moral issue of climate change” when they vote in the  
by-election. This featured on page 1 of the SMH (see image overleaf ).

This received widespread coverage, here and overseas, as shown in:

 » Trendolizer—the most trending Green News
 » Top Global Tweets
 » Head Topics

The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt published an 
opinion piece in early December, “Climate 
change is indeed a moral problem”, which was 
picked up into no fewer than 107 publications 
with a combined reach of over 729,000 readers. 

In it, he wrote: “Now, a multi-faith campaign 
to stop new coal mining, run by the Australian 
Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) 
is gathering momentum. It includes Indigenous, 
Buddhist, Islamic, Jewish and Christian leaders 
from all around Australia. They are speaking 
with one voice about taking urgent, emergency 
action on climate change. This is much more 
than a political or even a scientific issue. It is a 
profoundly moral one.”

Outlets included:

 » The Advocate
 » The Illawarra Mercury
 » The Newcastle Herald
 » The Border Mail (Albury-Wondonga)
 » The Land

Dr Peter Catt later spoke out more controversially, leading to “Leading Christian Dr Peter Catt vows to 
block Adani bulldozers” in Brisbane’s Courier-Mail, 8 Dec. The article said that “Dr Catt is a member of the 
Australian Religious Response to Climate Change which plans to send recruits to the anti-Adani blockade 
campsite near Bowen early in 2019.” This reporting is inaccurate. ARRCC does not “send” anyone, much 
less “recruits”.

The article elicited some letters to the Editor on 17 Dec. under “Activist Anglican is deeply misguided”  
The Courier-Mail.

The story also appeared as “Cathedral Dean vows to chain himself to bulldozer” in the (paywalled) 
Chronicle, and “Priest vows to block Adani bulldozers” in the (paywalled) News Mail.

Rev Dr Peter Catt in the Courier Mail.

https://www.smh.com.au/politics/nsw/vote-to-protect-creation-rabbi-s-plea-to-wentworth-voters-20181012-p5097j.html
http://green.trendolizer.com/2018/10/the-sydney-morning-herald-rabbi-jeffrey-kamins-has-asked-his-congregation-to.html
https://www.trendsmap.com/twitter/tweet/1050859795727536128
https://headtopics.com/au/vote-to-protect-creation-rabbi-s-plea-to-wentworth-voters-1911729
https://www.hepburnadvocate.com.au/story/5788556/climate-change-is-indeed-a-moral-problem/?cs=1389
https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/5788556/climate-change-is-indeed-a-moral-problem/
https://www.theherald.com.au/story/5788556/climate-change-is-indeed-a-moral-problem/?cs=4464
https://www.bordermail.com.au/story/5788556/climate-change-is-indeed-a-moral-problem/
https://www.theland.com.au/story/5789102/climate-change-is-indeed-a-moral-problem/
http://outline.com/mHNAqJ
https://myaccount.news.com.au/sites/couriermail/subscribe.html?sourceCode=CMWEB_WRE170_a_GGL&mode=premium&dest=https://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/opinion-activist-anglican-is-deeply-misguided/news-story/52c1320257084dabf1c7cd4b831da682?memtype=anonymous
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Coverage of Rabbi Kamins’ letter in the Sydney Morning Herald.
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MISCELLANEOUS ACTION

Importantly but perhaps less obviously, ARRCC engaged in the following:

 » A form letter to Opposition Leader Mr Shorten to urge him to more clearly oppose Adani’s Carmichael 
project, which was signed and sent by 92 ARRCC supporters in November;

 » A number of joint letters organised by Market Forces, variously to alert Insurance companies, Banks and 
others to the extent of civil society opposition to Adani’s Carmichael project. All of these successfully 
averted financial support for the project;

 » A submission to the ACT Government on development of a net zero emissions strategy for the ACT 
(primarily written by Gill King); 

 » Joint letters organised by Australian Forests and Climate Action on Regional Forestry Agreements, and 
regarding the push to burn biomass for energy;

 » A submission in December to the Senate Inquiry into Galilee Basin (Coal Prohibition) Bill 2018, a Private 
Member’s Bill to ban coal mining in the Galilee Basin.

What a year!

Living the Change
Living the Change has been somewhat different from most of ARRCC’s work before 2018. While sustainable 
lifestyles has always been a strand of our work, most of our efforts have been around advocacy. The work 
this year was spurred in part by GreenFaith, our US partner who offered a grant. It was also partly spurred by 
a very generous donation for the purpose from an individual supporter and the wonderful book written by 
two supporters, Tom and Mark Delaney, entitled Low Carbon and Loving It. Tom and Mark gave a spirited, 
challenging and informative account of why simplifying our lifestyles matters, which was woven into their 
own story of sharing life with others in an urban slum in India. While they are Christians, this aspect did not 
feature prominently and the book is appropriate for a wide readership.

ARRCC also ran a parallel campaign for faith communities, called Switch to Sunshine, to encourage 
communities to install PV solar arrays on their buildings. (See Switch to Sunshine report.)

WHAT WAS GAINED

To work for greater integrity about personal lifestyle choices seemed to appeal to a wider circle of people of 
faith than our advocacy campaigns generally do. There is a perceived easier “fit” with their values and cultures. 

While participants in the campaign had usually already made sustainable lifestyle choices, they were 
learning about what changes could have relatively more impact on emissions, eg, some expressed 
surprise about the benefits of switching to GreenPower, or the negative impacts of flying. People were 
genuinely committing to new and challenging choices, which would have real world impacts.

In terms of online commitments, 59 Australian commitments were made out of a global total of 460. 
That’s 12.8% which for a country with 0.32% of the world population is well ahead. The numbers for 
various faith traditions were:

 » 2 Evangelical
 » 4 Buddhist    
 » 4 Quaker    
 » 6 Jewish  
 » 10 Protestant  
 » 12 Interfaith 
 » 21 Catholic    
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Between the 59 people, they made 462 commitments. The 3 most popular were:

 » Reduce food waste in my home by 50%
 » Walk or use a bicycle for my repeated errands
 » Eat at least five vegetarian meals each week.

HOW PEOPLE WERE ENGAGED

Based on research by Climate Outreach in the UK, 
the campaign aims to motivate people by:

 » Encouraging them to recognise alignment with 
their existing beliefs and values

 » Providing a means for them to make pledges 
publicly

 » Facilitating support from peers and a community, 
preferably local, but at least a global community

 » Giving recognition for their accomplishments, 
eg, for the emissions saved by their specific 
commitments.

The seven specifically Australian video clips created 
attracted significant interest and were helpful at 
workshops. It was especially helpful to be able to 
feature supportive religious leaders in these video clips.

Workshops and webinars were offered and the 
response was very encouraging. ARRCC  
is very grateful to a small army of volunteers  
who then offered to organise local events.  

Catholic Vincci Lee and Sr Elizabeth Young.  
Photo: Julian Meehan.

Surinder Jain at Sydney Living the Change event.  
Photo: Michael O’Farrell.

Br Gerald Saimel ofm. Photo: Julian Meehan.
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Thanks to GreenFaith, we were able to offer a modicum of support and resourcing, and the sense that 
people could contribute to a global and strategically significant campaign. 

Living the Change gathering in Hobart. Photo: John Sussmilch.

The public celebrations gave prominence to the campaign, and gave participants positive associations 
with it. Successful events were held in Adelaide, Hobart, Brisbane, Melbourne, Newcastle, Otford (south 
of Sydney) and Sydney. Altogether around 260 people attended these. Canberra Regional meeting of the 
Society of Friends held a weekend retreat in November with the theme of Living the Change and Catholic 
Mission also ran a small Living the Change event. Apart from the vegan meal and sharing among guests 
about lifestyle commitments they could make, each event was different. We wanted people to enjoy the 
experience and use their creativity. The events gave content and photos to attract media attention.

People are saying they feel that this is only the beginning, and have ideas about how to reach out to new 
constituencies.

Group photo at Melbourne Living the Change event. Photo: Julian Meehan.
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CHALLENGES

Clearly, it was more difficult than expected to convert positive feelings into actual commitments via the 
Living the Change website tool. Reflections on this will inform our approach in 2019.

While we reached out to minority religious groups and their initial response was enthusiastic, they 
needed more than this to become engaged. They tend to be preoccupied with settlement challenges as 
recent immigrants and, for some, unwelcoming attitudes in some parts of the broader community.

To the extent that religious leaders helped provide leadership, this did seem to add credibility to the 
campaign. We can only invite them and attempt to inspire them, but it will take time to make Living the 
Change a priority for leaders—and people—of faith. 

Hopefully, the message about connecting individual change with the relevance of advocacy for system change 
was not lost. Most were asked to sign and send Stop Adani postcards produced by the Uniting Church.

PLANS FOR 2019

ARRCC plans to promote the global campaign during 2019, with further Week of Living the Change 
events happening in October or so. The details are still being shaped among partners internationally.  
(See Plans for 2019 section).

We may experiment, for example, with ideas for heightening awareness of how carbon intensive various 
lifestyle choices are, or creating small ongoing learning communities willing to meet several times over, 
say, 6 to 10-month period to support their commitments to change. 

Learning from our experience, we also understand now that people need more careful assistance with 
making commitments online, so we plan to provide this. 

L to R: Uncle Ivan Tiwu-Copley, Dusty Feet Dancers, Annelie McLaughlin: Photo: Aussie Kanck.
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Week of Living the Change event in Adelaide. Photo: Aussie Kanck.

Week of Living the Change event in Newcastle. Photo: Lawrie Hallinan.

MEDIA COVERAGE

 » Maitland-Newcastle Catholic News
 » Sight 
 » CathNews—after Adelaide event
 » Southern Cross (Catholic—after Adelaide event)
 » Insights
 » Sight 
 » Crosslight (Uniting Church Victoria)
 » Eternity (online—wide circulation)
 » Revive (Uniting Church WA)

http://mnnews.today/church/2018/the-catholic-faithful-and-climate-change-faithful-choices-for-a-flourishing-world/
https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/features/9375-climate-change-how-living-the-change-aims-to-create-a-new-norm-in-the-bid-for-more-sustainable-lifestyles
http://www.cathnews.com/cathnews/33280-faith-communities-commit-to-living-the-change
https://thesoutherncross.org.au/news/2018/10/08/faith-communities-commit-to-living-the-change/
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/news/christian-response-to-disturbing-global-warming-report
https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/10586-essay-how-are-christians-to-respond-to-the-ipcc-special-report
https://crosslight.org.au/2018/10/17/committed-to-a-climate-conscious-lifestyle/
https://www.eternitynews.com.au/opinion/ten-ways-to-tread-a-little-lighter-on-the-world/
https://revivemagazine.org.au/2018/10/18/faith-inspired-response-to-climate-change/
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Living the Change reported in The Melbourne Anglican

 » The Melbourne Anglican
 - “Australian faithful urged to make sustainability pledges” by Chris Shearer, p. 12 Aug 2018 edition
 - “Faith and green groups mobilise for climate action” by Chris Shearer, p. 13 Oct 2018 edition

 » Sharing (NSW Ecumenical Council) August, 2018 issue, p.6
 - “Simple Living Campaign Starts in Earnest” by Thea Ormerod

 » Sharing (NSW Ecumenical Council) October, 2018 issue, p.8
 - “Religions, fertile soil for resistance to eco-destruction” by Thea Ormerod

 »  “Christians as Good News after IPCC Report” in print edition of New Times, SA
 » “Faith Communities Mobilise in Response to IPCC Special Report” in print version of Australian Jewish 
News, week starting Oct 22

 » “Faith Communities Mobilise in Response to IPCC Special Report” in print version of South Sydney 
Herald, late Oct, 2018

 » Dean of Brisbane’s Anglican Cathedral, Rev Dr Peter Catt, was interviewed for Christian radio 
broadcasting by 
 - Allan Lee at Vision Radio in Brisbane 
 - and Stephen O’Doherty at Hope 103.2 in Sydney.

 » Aurora (Maitland-Newcastle Catholic) article by Lawrie Hallinan entitled “Living the Change”.
 » Focus, (Brisbane Anglican) 16 Nov, 2018 entitled “Angligreen responds to IPCC Special Report on Global 
Warming” by Fr Peter Moore

 » Journey (Uniting Church, Queensland Synod), article by Marguerite Marshall, entitled “Living the 
change for our environment”

https://hope1032.com.au/stories/open-house/2018/a-faith-response-to-climate-change/
http://mnnews.today/aurora/november-2018/35448-living-the-change/
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2018/11/16/angligreen-responds-to-the-ipcc-special-report-on-global-warming/
https://journeyonline.com.au/scoop/living-the-change-for-our-environment/
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This article also appeared in Nov 2018, number 575, edition of The Melbourne Anglican on p. 21, titled 
“Christians called to take the lead on climate action”. In the same edition was a brief report and photo on 
the Living the Change event in Melbourne submitted by Sr Elizabeth Young. It appeared on p. 12 entitled 
“People of faith respond to climate crisis”.

 » Maitland-Newcastle Catholic News
 » Illawarra Mercury (Wollongong local paper)

NEWSLETTERS, WEBSITES

ARRCC is very grateful for the support given to Living the Change by the National Council of Churches 
in their newsletters, the Faith Communities Council of Victoria, the NSW Ecumenical Council, St John’s 
Anglican Cathedral in Brisbane and the Hindu Council of Australia.

Queensland ARRCC
Queensland ARRCC have their own Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/QARRCC

It shares informative, often challenging, articles. The page advertises events, mostly in Brisbane, as well as 
covering Queensland ARRCC achievements. Peter Branjerdporn’s talents with videography, photography 
and social media shine through.

VIGIL FOR THE REEF

A Vigil for the Reef was held on September 15 at St John’s Cathedral, just before the ALP State Conference, 
to highlight the need for more robust policies to protect it from climate change. The following post was 
written for Queensland ARRCC’s Facebook page:

“Something very special and beautiful happened tonight in Brisbane’s St John’s Cathedral—an interfaith 
prayer vigil for the Reef that featured words, songs and music of wonder, sorrow, repentance and 
commitment from Christian, Indigenous, Jewish, Buddhist, Baha’i, Krishna, and Muslim traditions.

Didgeridoo being played by Elwyn Henaway in St John’s Cathedral. Photo: Peter Branjerdporn.

http://mnnews.today/your-diocese/2018/living-the-change/
https://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/5678098/learn-how-to-walk-on-the-earth-more-gently-at-otford-event/
https://www.facebook.com/QARRCC
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Into the beautiful space of the cathedral flowed the 
didgeridoo’s call to come to the Reef; the praise of 
Alleluia; a Buddhist blessing; a Baha’i prayer; a Sanskrit 
prayer, and a Muslim prayer in Urdu. Not forgetting 
Dermot Dorgan’s haunting adaptation of Drew 
Dellinger’s poem ‘Hieroglyphic Stairway’

Rev Deb Bird’s flute enveloped us in beauty as we 
lit candles to commit to public action to stop the 
destruction of the reef.

Thanks to everyone who participated tonight and  
all the organisers who created such a powerful and 
soulful experience.”

WEEK OF LIVING THE CHANGE EVENT

Queensland ARRCC’s Week of Living the Change event was held in the South Brisbane Hebrew 
Congregation Synagogue, and was made possible in large part by the very capable Heather Abramson. 
The first part of the day was a talk by Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black from Melbourne, entitled “Our 
Responsibility to God’s World”. There were about 35 people to hear Jonathan in the morning, about half of 
whom were Jewish.

There was time for some questions before the group broke up for a delicious lunch. Savoury foods were 
followed by fresh fruits and an amazing assortment of vegan cakes, slices and cookies. 

Week of Living the Change event in Brisbane. Photo: Peter Branjerdporn.

After lunch, there were talks by Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt and Rev Peter Moore, as well as time for group 
discussion. Participants shared the commitments to change that they were prepared to make, both big 
and small, to reduce their carbon and methane footprints. This YouTube clip gives a visual record of parts 
of the day: https://youtu.be/oyzlJ-fP_EU 

From the projection onto St John’s Cathedral (from Facebook).

https://youtu.be/oyzlJ-fP_EU
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REV DR PETER CATT IN THE MEDIA

The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt published an opinion piece in early December, “Climate change is indeed a 
moral problem”, which was picked up into no fewer than 107 publications with a combined reach of over 
729,000 readers. 

He later spoke out more controversially, leading to “Leading Christian Dr Peter Catt vows to block Adani 
bulldozers” in Brisbane’s Courier-Mail, 8 Dec. The story was picked up by several other media outlets.

See more about these in the Policy and Advocacy Report.

STOP ADANI PROTEST OUTSET PREMIER 
PALASZCZUK’S OFFICE

The year ended with a flurry of activity in Queensland 
ARRCC. The group joined a peaceful Galilee Blockade 
protest on 12 Dec outside Anastasia Palaszczuk’s office. 
Erin Kennedy spoke eloquently and was featured at 
length on Channel 7 TV News.

CAROLS FOR THE EARTH

Queensland ARRCC’s Carols event was creatively named 
“Carols for the Earth” and was held at Reddacliff Place on 
Saturday afternoon, December 15. ARRCC T-shirts were 
separately created for the occasion.

GreenFaith/ARRCC in 2018
GreenFaith/ARRCC has undergone a significant transformation over the last couple of years, and brought 
in several key new people.  It has been helpful that ARRCC’s Community Organisers have been based in 
Melbourne. Though it remains small, GreenFaith/ARRCC works to be a dynamic group that keeps kicking goals. 

Their Facebook page is ARRCC Victoria.

While supporting Tejopala Rawls with his work in Queensland, ARRCC Community Organiser, Angela 
Merriam, helped make possible a range of initiatives while she was still with ARRCC.  We are immensely 
grateful for her skilled and gracious contributions, and wish her success in her continuing work. The 
initiatives included:

 » A stall at the Sustainable Living Festival where passers-by were invited to have their photo taken with 
one of signs which featured “For God’s sake stop using coal”, “Care for Creation, not just ourselves” or 
“People of faith stopping Adani”. This created the opportunity for lots of conversations.

 » A fund-raiser which offered a monthly donation option, and furthermore raised over $10,000 in one-off 
donations.

Erin Kennedy speaking at protest outside  
Premier Palaszczuk’s office (from Facebook)

http://outline.com/mHNAqJ
https://twitter.com/7NewsSydney/status/1072713914264182785?fbclid=IwAR1dhgjyty-IAYwZq0zB1aZmoenfPoSFPAHJMoi1kISmOKR_NmNxSWf8xwY
https://www.facebook.com/Australian-Religious-Response-to-Climate-Change-Victoria-Arrcc-V-1878761675543116/
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 » A film screening of An Inconvenient Sequel, mostly organised by Bronwyn Pryor at her local church on 
Mornington Peninsula. Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black spoke at the event and 55 people attended. After it, 
Bron started monthly local enviro meetings.

 » A workshop on Christianity and the Environment on May 13 in collaboration with Mt Eliza Uniting Church.
 » A workshop with Michael Chew on photography and storytelling in mid-April, to promote 
environmental behavioural change. 

 » A snap rally outside then Environment Minister, Josh Frydenberg’s office in June.
 » As well as all this, Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black participated at a meeting with Ged Kearney and shadow 
Federal Minister for the Environment Mark Butler in August (pictured).

Jonathan Keren-Black at the meeting with Ged Kearney and Mark Butler.  Photo credit: Ged Kearney’s office.

Snap rally outside the office of Josh Frydenberg. Photo credit: Angela Merriam.
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WEEK OF LIVING THE CHANGE EVENT

A small team put immense energy into making the event in Melbourne such a great success, most 
notably Ann Aisatullin and Sr Elizabeth Young. It was very well attended and the MC Peter Mousaferiadis, 
Founder of Cultural Infusion, created opportunities for people to creatively participate. They were asked 
to form small groups and “perform” aspects of climate change, either the problems or the solutions. Julian 
Meehan’s amazing skills in photography then brought us the most amazing photos of the occasion.

Dramatisation of sea level rise. Photo: Julian Meehan.

Dramatisation of people denying the existence of climate change, including Ven. Thich Phuoc Tan. Photo: Julian Meehan
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We ‘lent’ Rabbi Jonathan to speak at a Living the Change event in Brisbane.  Later in November, he ran 
a packed Living the Change session as part of a Regional Victorian Interfaith gathering in St. Albans, 
organised by the Faith Communities Council of Victoria.

CANDIDATES’ FORUM IN BENTLEIGH

Before the Victorian State election, Robert Dawlings very capably headed a group organising a forum 
and worked tirelessly to get all the three main candidates in the marginal seat of Bentleigh to participate. 
A large audience of about a hundred people was able to hear and question the various policies around 
climate and energy for each of the candidates and parties. The Labor candidate later held the seat.

Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black asking prepared questions at Bentleigh Candidates’ Forum.
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Switch to Sunshine 

Sydney Buddhist Centre, one of the communities spurred on to install solar.

Switch to Sunshine was possible because of a $4,800 grant from Climate Action Network Australia 
(CANA), the dedication of Warren Talbot and input from dozens of volunteers. It evolved from early 
negotiations with the Community Buying Group for ARRCC’s participation in the Big Solar Switch, but we 
did not proceed with that project as planned.

The goals of what later became “Switch to Sunshine” were:

 » to promote in the faith sector, the need to repower Australia and shift to 100% renewable energy 
 » to invite faith communities to install solar on their buildings. 

The first step involved researching the subject, consulting experts and friends in the faith sector doing 
this work. An Information Sheet, was drafted which serves as a guide to solar industry in Australia, and a 
great deal of practical information provided by Gillian Reffell. It deals with both the ethical issues and the 
financing considerations which are fundamental to deciding to switch; it offers the most useful websites 
and some specific providers who some supporters have found particularly helpful. The sheet is being  
up-dated regularly, as new information comes in. 

After this period of compiling information, we then reached out to ARRCC supporters and specific 
communities and invited them to webinars. There have been two webinars and one more is planned 
for February. Attendance has been low and ARRCC invites feedback on what might be behind this. We 
acknowledge that a large number of organisations are offering assistance to organisations wishing to 
switch to solar. It may be that ARRCC members are already aware of the need to switch to sunshine.

The final component of the project involves the production of an engaging promotional video which 
talks about the values behind installing solar but principally the practicalities of doing so. It features Nicky 
Ison from the Community Power Agency and people from a range of faith backgrounds sharing their own 
experiences. We are grateful to Michael Stapleton (Islamic Council of Victoria), Surinder Jain (Hindu Council 

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/arrcc/pages/776/attachments/original/1537219946/Switch_to_Sunshine_Information_Sheet.pdf?1537219946
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of Australia) and Chris Hill (Institute of Sisters of Mercy) who generously donated their time. Thank you so 
much, also, to media production company WTFN Media in Pyrmont (www.wtfn.com.au) which provided a 
professional videographer at no charge; to Chris Shearer with Anglican media in Melbourne who did two 
interviews; and to Peter Branjerdporn (Anglican Media Brisbane) who edited the final product.

We now have a faith-based promotional resource which can be used by advocates to encourage their 
communities to install solar. It will be on our website and will appear on social media.

Concretely, we know of three communities which have been spurred on to installing solar because of  
this initiative.

Eat Less Meat
The Eat Less Meat group has had some comings and goings, given the changing circumstances of participants. 
At various times in the year, active members of the group have been Graeme McGuire, Amy Griffiths, Thanh 
Hoang, Sana Fong, Vijai Singhal, Dinesh Kunasegaran, Bhavani Eswaran and Alice Berti. Surinder Jain from the 
Hindu Council of Australia is expressing an interest in supporting the work in 2019.

Time limitations have meant that in 2018, the focus has mainly been on social media. The Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/mfwelm, has new posts every few days. The tone and focus we’re attempting to 
achieve on FB:

 » Positive, encouraging; funny if we can find it
 » Primarily we are promoting the environmental benefits, but we also post on compassion to animals and 
health benefits

 » Changing lifestyles takes time
 » Favourite vego restaurants
 » Farm to plate—packaging, food miles, enviro benefits of organic
 » Vego initiatives internationally
 » Posts on religious initiatives and faith-based reasons for change when we have them
 » Videos to attract more interest

Many of the posts promote a plant-based diet which have the lowest environmental footprint and would 
have a significant impact on emissions reductions. It’s still early days in getting this message through. 
There are many people who accept that climate change is real and a product of fossil fuel emissions but 
aren’t aware of the massive impact of meat as 
well. Awareness is the first step in changing 
anything.  The Eat Less Meat group will look 
to build on all the fabulous posts to date and 
push this to a wider audience. The aim is to 
get to mainstream acceptance that eating less 
meat is an environmental imperative.

Amy Griffiths also spoke at Fort Street High 
School in August, giving the students a sense 
that they can make some difference by making 
choices for a more plant-based diet.

Eating less meat was an integral part of 
the Living the Change campaign, and the 
commitments relating to this were among  
the most popular pledges made. A post on the Eat Less Meat page (from Facebook)

http://www.wtfn.com.au
http://www.facebook.com/mfwelm
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Carols Against Coal
Few ARRCC campaigns have drawn more attention than Carols Against Coal.  The idea was conceived by 
members of Six Degrees (a subgroup of Friends of the Earth in Brisbane) in 2012.  With Marnie Cotton 
moving from Queensland to New South Wales, the idea was resurrected by Stop Adani Coffs Harbour in 
2017.  Robert Dawlings, an ARRCC supporter and keen amateur musician in Melbourne, picked up the 
idea and some of the lyrics from SA Coffs Harbour.  He wrote a few more sets of lyrics and ran an event in 
December 2017 as a fund-raiser for ‘Front Line Action on Coal’.

In 2018, Tejopala asked Robert if it would be OK to offer the lyrics more widely, and within weeks of 
placing them on the ARRCC website the idea had spread to Cairns, Townsville, Brisbane, Armidale, several 
parts of Melbourne, Adelaide and across the ditch to Dunedin in New Zealand/Aotearoa. The strategic 
purpose was to influence leaders at the ALP National Conference to “get off the fence” and take a stand on 
Adani’s Carmichael coal and rail project. 

Participants were asked to create videos which 
could be placed on the ARRCC Facebook page. Then 
prominent ALP members would be tagged and 
challenged to stand more strongly against Adani. 

A boost to the actualising of these plans came 
with enthusiasm from the young tech-savvy Pacific 
Climate Warriors with 350.org Pacific Australia. They 
posted a very engaging promotional video on their 
Facebook page and ultimately performed for a few 
video clips, one of them dancing to the adapted tune 
of “Silent Night”.

Group singing Carols Against Coal in Armidale.

Pacific Climate Warriors performing Carols Against Coal on 
Facebook.
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On social media and through the “contact-us” facility on the ARRCC website, both supportive and hostile 
comments came back in large numbers. For those who opposed the Carols and explained why, what was 
revealed was a uniform denial of the science of human-induced climate change. Not all were Christians. 

Around 70% of ARRCC’s members are Christian, so we are keen to hear what their views are on perhaps 
holding Carols Against Coal again in 2019. We acknowledge that some people were offended, but ARRCC 
meant no disrespect. 

It should be noted that most of those who participated were Christians for whom faith in God remains 
most important. We sang the hymns during services the way they were meant to be sung but, at select 
times, sang Carols Against Coal. Some theologians among us advise that the tunes themselves are 
not inherently sacred, nor is this the first time they have been adapted for other purposes. We believe 
that God has a sense of humour, and desires peaceful actions which could help protect the earth from 
needless destruction. 

The real blasphemy is when people claim to be Christian but then act in ways that are destructive, 
discriminatory, heartless or greedy.

MEDIA

Emilie Ritchie’s article in The Weekend Australian.

There was much gratuitous media coverage, starting with Tom Elliot on 3AW radio in Melbourne.  

There was an article in The Weekend Australian (paywalled) and one by Andrew Bolt in Melbourne’s 
Herald Sun newspaper. 

Melbourne Community Radio 3CR recorded three carols and these were broadcast, with the St Philips 
event promoted by 3CR.

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/national-affairs/climate/carols-turn-green-as-christians-sing-out-to-save-the-planet/news-story/a4c83660d88ad1fe430bcded507f3fad?fbclid=IwAR2pY4dfgolXKBnfpzn8or-QbD0D1XwskaIWkLKYO5Kl88kXzQm67TFY0zg
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Otago Daily Times, 15 Dec, 2018

Journalist Chris Kenny attacked Carols Against Coal forcefully on 2GB in an interview with Rev Dr 
Margaret Mayman. She gently but valiantly defended the action. 

He continued his attack on SkyNews and again in The Australian. This received extensive attention on 
Twitter and is probably how the story got picked up by the Daily Mail newspaper in the UK.

Fr Rod Bower weighed into the public debate on Twitter responding to SkyNews’ Chris Kenny rubbishing 
the “politicising of Christian hymns”. See https://twitter.com/FrBower/status/1074330110990475264 

Daily Mail, Dec 16 “’Silent night, smoky night’: Christian choirs across the country will change Christmas 
carol lyrics in a bid to force action on climate change”—organised by ARRCC—journalist Sophie Tanno

Insights (Uniting Church) 20 Dec, “Carols against coal raises heat at Christmas”

Summary of Achievements in 2018
Building on the momentum built in 2017, probably the most notable development this year was the 
further increase in decentralised ARRCC grassroots action across Australia. It was truly exciting to 
see people taking initiative with minimal prompting on the part of ARRCC organisers. Given an exciting 
concept such as Living the Change, We All Live Here or Carols Against Coal, people were willing to get 
actively involved.

ARRCC action appears in The Melbourne Anglican, June 2018.

https://www.odt.co.nz/news/dunedin/carols-climate?fbclid=IwAR36WImN0ei_WU_ocol6l7kJaVNTl13bGVI2HDeLPu3VmYXTi7KM-GnZHqM
https://www.2gb.com/podcast/rev-dr-margaret-mayman-christmas-carols-for-coal/
https://twitter.com/FrBower/status/1074330110990475264
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-6499073/Christian-choirs-country-change-Christmas-carol-lyric-force-action-climate-change.html
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/news/carol-against-coal-raises-heat-at-christmas
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Having had two very capable Community Organisers helped greatly with making this possible, which 
in turn made possible a 40–50% increase in financial support compared with 2017. The ARRCC 
Committee is enormously grateful for the grants, generous monthly donations by individual supporters, 
large donations from Catholic Religious Orders and supporters’ robust support in crowd-funding 
campaigns. We are honoured by some individuals donating $300, $500, $1,000 and even $2,000 amounts! 
Such financial support signifies a willingness of people to get behind our goals, even if they feel that they 
have not much time to give.

Thousands of hours of supporters’ time have also made possible eight successful Living the Change 
events, a gathering outside Adani HQ in Townsville, a Vigil for the Reef in Brisbane, a Candidates’ Forum 
in Bentleigh (Melbourne), numerous Carols Against Coal events as well as ARRCC participation in secular 
environmental events and actions.

One of the most important achievements was the in-person meeting with the CEO of Adani Australia 
and his team. This is rarely offered, and gave us the chance to challenge them face-to-face.

Altogether hundreds of people have attended workshops and webinars on Living the Change, Switch to 
Sunshine and organising against Adani’s Carmichael coal and rail project. 

We’ve had far more media attention than any previous year, due in part to the moral courage of the Very 
Rev’d Dr Peter Catt and Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins. Articles in religious media nearly doubled compared to 
2017, already a bumper year, and our appearances in mainstream media increased six-fold! Our Facebook 
following has lept up considerably, with some posts being viewed by several thousand people each.

The above is not just activity, but aligned with well-developed strategic plans, either in the area of 
sustainable lifestyle choices or in our own small “p” political context. We have gone some way towards 
witnessing to the ethical grounding of environmental action in our ancient religious traditions. As people 
of faith, we have stood up to the rich and seemingly powerful forces of destruction, in the hope that it 
validates and adds power to the growing movement which is resisting them.

ARRCC supporters at the Time2Choose march. Photo: Thea Ormerod.
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Looking Ahead—Plans for 2019
In the coming year, we invite our supporters to help block coal mining in the Galilee Basin, make climate 
the top priority for voters in the federal election and continue to inspire people and communities to make 
commitments to Living the Change. 

ADVOCACY FOR CLIMATE ACTION

We plan to continue including faith-based activists in peaceful direct actions, letter-writing and media 
coverage to prevent coal mines from being opened up in the Galilee Basin. The scene is developing 
quickly, so we are determined to ensure ARRCC remains up-to-the-minute with the most strategic climate 
action our supporters can take.

ARRCC is determinedly nonpartisan but we are, by necessity, involved in small “p” politics. As the May 
federal election approaches, it is increasingly clear that one of the two major political Parties has given up 
any pretence of caring about climate action. The other favours climate action provided that the mining 
lobby is not displeased, for example, that they don’t have to take a stand on Adani. Willing local faith-
based groups will be supported in helping making climate the key issue in their own electorates with  
We All Live Here campaign resources. 

LIVING THE CHANGE 

We believe lifestyle change has untapped potential among the suite of actions to drive down emissions. 
We envisage further outreach through webinars and workshops, and potentially through existing 
structures such as conferences, interfaith network meetings, Season of Creation (for Christians) and 
Buddhist Action Month (Triratna tradition). 

Religions for Peace is already actively collaborating with us. With their help, ARRCC plans to better engage 
the active support of more faith-based organisations and of religious leaders. 

As part of Living the Change, we will continue the Switch to Sunshine campaign to encourage and assist 
communities to install solar.

FIRST NATIONAL CONFERENCE

To coordinate and supercharge our collective efforts, we are planning our first ARRCC-specific national 
gathering on 6-8 November 2018 at the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture. The goal is to 
strengthen relationships among supporters, build networks, skills and confidence, and firm up the 
foundations for further effective action together. 

https://www.arrcc.org.au/we_all_live_here
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FINANCIALS

Financial Policies
We are committed to continuing to encourage faith communities to take action against climate change, 
and to undertake truth-telling to the government and business sector on policies that are needed for 
climate justice. 

For the first few years, ARRCC was reliant on seed funding provided by The Climate Institute and has since 
relied on membership fees, large one-off donations and grants. We are committed to expanding our 
sources of generating income. 

Helped by crowdfunding campaigns, Grantmakers and large donors ARRCC received more than double 
the financial support in 2018 than was given in 2017, which was already more than ever before! This 
obviously expands our capacity to make a difference, especially via the employment of professional 
community organisers.

PRINCIPLES

While we are committed to continuing our work, we do not believe that “survival at all costs” is a 
justifiable position. We therefore premise our financing strategy on the following   principles:

 » We will not undertake any work which compromises our independence, the quality of our work or our 
integrity and commitment to truth-telling;

 » We believe we are accountable to the wider community in our country for the responsible use of all 
resources which are put at our disposal;

 » We respect donor relationships, but are prepared to challenge and be challenged on important issues.

Ideally, our fixed costs will be met by members’ annual subscriptions. We will seek donations and grant 
funding for projects and current campaigns, and will aim for cost-neutrality with respect to events and 
other activities.



39

Financial Statements: 
Income and expenditure statements

PROFIT AND LOSS
Profit and Loss

Profit and Loss  |  ARRCC Incorporated  |  22 January 2019   Page 1 of 1

ARRCC Incorporated 
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 

31 Dec 18 31 Dec 17

Income 
Bank Interest 277 412
Campaign Donations 2,970 -
Donations 80,487 39,605
Membership 3,527 4,289
Other Income 107 -
Total Income 87,368 44,306

Gross Profit 87,368 44,306

Less Operating Expenses 
Accounting Fees 2,021 1,353
Advertising 919 879
Bank Fees 515 399
Consulting Fees 5,494 5,805
Equipment 440 368
Event Costs 2,674 450
General Expenses 349 215
Grants to other Orgs 500 -
Insurance 954 847
Legal expenses 800 44
Postage 284 181
Printing & Stationery 643 4,019
Rent 600 350
Sub-Contractor fees 36,911 15,040
Subscriptions 2,722 1,943
Superannuation 3,636 1,504
Telephone & Internet 50 -
Training - 2,240
Travel Costs 8,499 5,404
Total Operating Expenses 68,013 41,040

Net Profit 19,355 3,267
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Balance Sheet

Balance Sheet  |  ARRCC Incorporated  |  14 January 2019   Page 1 of 1

ARRCC Incorporated 
As at 31 December 2018 

31 Dec 2018 31 Dec 2017

Assets 
Bank 
ARRCC Bank Australia (MECU) 44,031 20,023
ARRCC Paypal Account 3,619 998
ARRCC Term Deposit 1 5,574 5,452
ARRCC Term Deposit 2 5,603 5,459
Total Bank 58,827 31,931

Total Assets 58,827 31,931

Liabilities 
Current Liabilities 
Credit Card 578 899
Funding in Advance 7,500 -
Superannuation Payable 995 634
Total Current Liabilities 9,073 1,533

Total Liabilities 9,073 1,533

Net Assets 49,753 30,399

Equity 
Current Year Earnings 19,355 3,267
Retained Earnings 30,399 27,132

Total Equity 49,753 30,399

BALANCE SHEET



Address: 264 Pitt St, SYDNEY, NSW 2000 
Phone: 02 9150 9713 
Email: info@arrcc.org.au 
Website: www.arrcc.org.au

mailto:info@arrcc.org.au
http://www.arrcc.org.au
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