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ABOUT ARRCC
ARRCC is a multi-faith, member-based network committed to taking 
action on climate change. As an organisation we engage with faith 
communities, run campaigns, produce resources, and undertake 
research and advocacy to fulfil our mission and realise our vision.

Vision, Mission and Values

OUR VISION
We envisage our nation embracing a sustainable future,  
one which is based on a more ethical understanding of  

human prosperity and the flourishing of all.

To help achieve this vision, ARRCC hopes to see religious communities of all kinds,  
and all across Australia, actively reflecting religious values in their lifestyle choices.

OUR MISSION
1. To promote ethical, sustainable, healthy and contented lifestyles  

which respect the Earth’s precious natural resources.

2. To advocate from a faith perspective for public policies  
which contribute to climate justice.

OUR VALUES
Compassion

We are challenged by our compassion towards the other people  
and beings with whom we share this Earth.

Respect

We show respect for people regardless of their views 
—treating them with kindness and gentleness.

Truth-telling

Though we recognise that people find it difficult to hear our messages,  
we maintain a commitment to truth-telling.

A focus on what really matters 

We believe happiness comes from a focus on those aspects of life  
that really matter: relationships and mutual caring, a sense of purpose,  

and connectedness with the natural environment.
 

ABOUT ARRCC
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President’s Message
Dear friends and members, 

 2020 was intense on many fronts. It 
was not only a year where humanity battled 
the pandemic, but it was a year of one 
climate-related disaster after another as well 
as the expansion of positive efforts at climate 
action. The trauma of Australia’s catastrophic 
summer bushfires made a lasting impression. 
Both in the wider society and within ARRCC, 
commitment to climate action increased 
noticeably in spite of COVID.

 For long periods in 2020, opportunities 
to meet in person or to hold large protests 
were not available. Yet ARRCC supporters 
were more willing than ever to be involved, 
usually over Zoom. Some have commented 
that meeting online made it more possible for 
them to participate in meetings and actions. 
Certainly we’ve seen the growth of active 
ARRCC groups in capital cities and some 
regional towns. 

 We’re very grateful for all the dedication 
and energy people showed in 2020. A huge 
team effort across the organisation went into 
advocacy for a post-COVID recovery based on 
renewables not gas. Some groups continued 
working on the Stop Adani campaign - with 
excellent results - and one group focussed on 
fossil fuel divestment. At other times, local 
groups took up opportunities pertinent to 
their own region or State. 

 Simple living, which is both integral to 
our faith traditions and climate-conserving, 
continued to be encouraged in the spirit of 
Living the Change, mostly via online  events. 
We intend to put more resources into this work 
in 2021.  
 
 People’s financial support has grown 
too, and for this we are also enormously 
grateful. 

The number of individual 
monthly donors doubled 
this year, and large 
donations continued to 
pour in from individuals and faith-based 
organisations. 

 Of course, this is what makes it possible 
for us to employ a Community Organiser who, 
in turn, is able to support, coordinate and 
guide the work of volunteers towards more 
effective outcomes. We are very blessed to 
have Tejopala Rawls in this role.

 While ARRCC is just one among many 
environmental organisations, we are mindful 
of our special role as people of faith. To ARRCC 
supporters, authentic spirituality is not just an 
individual quest for wholeness, disconnected 
from other dimensions of life. As Pope Francis 
so eloquently put it in Laudato Si’, “Love, 
overflowing with small gestures of mutual 
care, is also civic and political, and it makes 
itself felt in every action that seeks to build a 
better world.” (para. 231) 

 Mostly grounded in the great religious  
traditions, ARRCC supporters are well placed to 
help our fellow believers make links between 
their beliefs and their responsibilities towards 
the environment. Our role in society is to be a 
clear, bold moral voice which is free from the 
need to be politically “sound”, yet a voice which 
is identified with the mainstream of society. 

 Together, as a growing community of 
faith-inspired people, we intend to continue 
this Mission energetically in 2021. May this 
be the year that our collective global efforts 
create the decisive tipping point needed to 
finally prevent the worst impacts of a disrupted 
climate.

3

President’s Message

Dear members and friends

In ARRCC we set before ourselves the challenge of 
fighting a great evil in a spirit of love. We want to 
help mobilise, as far as possible, a compassionate, 
ethical and robust response to climate change 
among people of faith. 

This is not an easy task when the latest IPCC 
Special Report tells us that humanity has just 
twelve years to drastically reduce our carbon 
emissions if we are to stay under 1.5 Degrees C. 
Essentially the world is in a climate emergency.

In an emergency, it’s time to act. Time to do more 
than create the theological and spiritual grounding 
for action, and to act! Being statistically the majority 
in the Australia, people of faith could do much to 
catalyse the transformative changes needed.

If our action is to be transformative it needs to 
be strategic and effective. ARRCC is aware of this 
when we challenge people of faith to change 
their carbon-intensive lifestyles in line with values 
around caring for the earth, work to hasten a just 
societal transition to clean energy and to do all 
we can to keep fossil fuels in the ground. It cannot 
happen without a bold engagement in what is 
broadly political.

At the same time, ARRCC is grounded in ancient 
spiritual traditions which hold us to ideal of 
compassion towards all, even our enemies. 
Compassion remains our highest calling. Thus, the 
ARRCC leadership team holds not only goals and 

governance issues as being important, but also 
how we care about each other, how we care about 
supporters and the spirit in which we do the work. 

If the fruits of our approach are any indication, 
clearly 2018 was a year of growing capacity as an 
organisation and the strengthening of our voice 
in the public debate. As an organisation, we’ve 
never received such media attention, sometimes 
controversially. Even better, it’s been a great delight 
to see supporters taking ownership of our Mission. 
With only a modicum of support, local faith-based 
groups in many different places have taken action 
of various kinds as suggested by ARRCC. 

The backdrop is a wave of support for climate 
action everywhere. Each year that the climate 
crisis becomes more pressing, government 
inaction is becoming increasingly unsupportable 
in the eyes of the majority of Australians.

So, in the coming year, we invite our supporters 
to make faith-based climate action a priority. We 
need your help to block coal mining in the Galilee 
Basin, to make climate the top priority for voters 
in the federal election and to continue to inspire 
people and communities to make commitments 
to Living the Change. 

Will you get behind us?

Ever onwards!

Thea Ormerod 
ARRCC President

Thea Ormerod  
Photo: by Sean McPhillips

Singers outside Adani HQ in Townsville before the handover of 
the letter. Photo: credit: FLAC.
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WHO WE ARE

Our Structure

 ARRCC is a not-for-profit Association, 
incorporated in NSW under the Associations 
Incorporation Act, and an Australian 
Registered Body under the Corporations Act. 

 ARRCC is also a registered Charity with 
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit 
Commission. Our Constitution and Statement 
of Objects are available on our website, under 
About ARRCC. We are officially co-located with 
Pitt Street Uniting Church, 264 Pitt St, Sydney.

 ARRCC has both individual and 
organisational members from across Australia. 
It is guided by a Board/ Management 
Committee which is responsible for ARRCC’s 
broad strategic direction and supporting 
initiatives. 

 Work is carried out by local groups/
networks based in cities and towns across 
Australia and certain interest-oriented working 
groups. 
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Management Committee

Patrons

 We have had a team of talented, 
committed volunteers in 2020. The team is 
conscientious and visionary, always guided 
by the highest ethical principles, yet also very 
different from each other in the perspectives 
they offer. They are Buddhists, Gillian Reffell 
and Gawaine Powell Davies; Christians, Warren 
Talbot, Mark Delaney, John Carroll, Fr Peter 
Moore and Thea Ormerod; a Quaker, Peta Cox, 
and Fahimah Badrulhisham who is a Muslim. 
Gawaine and Mark joined the Committee in 
2021.

 Warren Talbot has been our thorough 
and conscientious Treasurer and Gillian 
Reffell has been our ever-reliable Secretary. 
Fahimah has very capably coordinated the 
Sydney Chapter of ARRCC and assisted at 
key moments with the tech side of Zoom 
meetings. We’re very pleased that she has been 
accepted into the prestigious Community 
Organising Fellowship for 2021. 

 Everyone’s commitment and hard work 
is most appreciated. 

 ARRCC has the generous support of 
patrons, Julian Burnside AO QC, Bishop Philip 
Huggins, Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins OAM and Steve 
Biddulph.

 Steve Biddulph is a best-selling author 
of excellent books on raising happy, well-
adjusted children as well as a committed 
member of the Uniting Church. Julian Burnside 
is an Australian barrister, a renowned human 
rights and refugee advocate and author. 
Among other roles, Bishop Philip Huggins 
is the President of the National Council of 
Churches in Australia and has been an active 
contributor to ARRCC for some years. 
 

 Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins OAM has been 
the Senior Rabbi at the Emanuel Synagogue 
for over 30 years, is a Director of the animal 
welfare organisation known as “Voiceless”, a 
member of the Council of Masorti Rabbis of 
Australia and an active contributor to ARRCC 
since its establishment. We are honoured to 
have each of these people as patrons.
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Our Management Committee

  

Thea Ormerod  
(President)

Jonathan Keren-Black Gillian Reffell 
(Secretary)

Warren Talbot 
(Treasurer)

John Carroll Stephen Kelly

Ben Thurley* Syed Saif Mansoor* Susy Selvarajan*

Nikki Shen* *Stepped down during 2017
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Christian : 69.4%

NSW : 41.8%

Buddhist : 9.4%

VIC : 21.8%

Jewish : 4.1%

ACT : 10.6%

Muslim : 1.8%

QLD : 13.5%

None : 0.6%

SA : 7.1%

TAS : 0.6%

Other/Unknown : 14.7%

WA : 2.9%

Other/unknown : 1.8%

Breakdown of members by religion

Breakdown of members by state

Summary of Individual Members

Our Members
 ARRCC membership has grown to 207 financial members as at the end of 2020, 36 
of whom are organisations. A number of organisational members are large and nationally 
significant such as the Federation of Australian Buddhist Councils, Australian Federation of 
Islamic Councils, Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in Australia and Caritas Australia. All are 
valued. 
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Organisational Members
National Organisational Members

State Organisational Members

Local Organisational Members

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
in Australia

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
Canberra

Anglican Social Responsibilities 
Committee, Southern Queensland

Sisters of Mercy, Australia & PNG

Brigidine Sisters

Jesuit Social Services

Sisters of St Joseph

Sisters of the Good Shepherd

Sisters of St John of God

Loreto Sisters

Mercy Health

World Christian Meditation Community 
in Australia

Caritas Australia

Jesuits Australia

Sisters of Charity of Australia

Pax Christi, NSW

All Saints Floreat Uniting Church, WA

Presentation Sisters Victoria

Presentation Sisters Wagga Wagga 
Congregation, NSW

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
Wahroonga, NSW

Presentation Sisters Queensland

Presentation Sisters Western Australia

Wellspring Community

Pitt Street Uniting Church, NSW

Holy Cross Anglican, Hackett, ACT

St John’s Cathedral, Brisbane

Tuggeranong Uniting Church, ACT

Sisters of the Good Samaritan

The Passionists, Holy Spirit Province 
Aus, NZ, PNG & Vietnam

Union for Progressive Judaism

Jewish Climate Network

Australian Federation of Islamic Councils

Islamic Sciences and Research Academy

Federation of Australian Buddhist Councils

Buddhist Council of NSW

Kangaroo Sangha in Glebe, NSW

Brahma Kumaris Australia

Multifaith Association of South Australia

Sukyo Mahikari
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Groups - Local & Working Groups
 This year, the Committee has been 
delighted to see the rise of ARRCC groups 
in new locations. GreenFaith/ARRCC and 
Queensland ARRCC have been well-organised 
and energetic for some time, but there’s 
been a consolidation of the ARRCC Chapter 
in WA, based in Perth, and the growth of 
active groups or networks based in Geelong, 
Adelaide, Canberra, Cairns, Kiama, Toowoomba 
and Sydney. They have formed the backbone 
of our growing campaigning capacity in the 
work to Stop the Adani Carmichael Project and 
to advocate for a post-COVID recovery based 
on investment in renewables not gas.

 In addition, work has continued on the 
Living the Change and, to some extent, Eat 
Less Meat campaigns; and a new group has 
formed to work on divestment. 

 The conference in November 2019 gave 
rise to working groups on specific action areas 
including the School Strikes, actions to stop 
contractors to Adani Australia, just transitions 
for coal-dependent communities, and putting 
up signs outside places of worship. These did 
some excellent work before the pandemic 
hit but, with one or two exceptions, were less 
active in the second half of 2020.

 The need to gather over Zoom during 
the pandemic has been an unexpected 
blessing in that it has, paradoxically, allowed 
more people to participate in groups than 
would have ordinarily, with our long-time 
preference for meeting in person.

Eat Less Meat - Surinder Jain, Thanh Hoang 
Machin, Graeme McGuire

Divestment Working Group -  James Thom, 
Roland Ashby

Living the Change - Mark Delaney, Peta Cox, 
Fahimah Badrulhisham, Sue Ennis

GreenFaith International - Philippa Rowland, 
Fr. Peter Moore, Tejopala Rawls, Thea Ormerod

Working Groups

Partner organisations

Peak Bodies

Faith/Spiritually Based Organisations

Secular Organisations

National Council of Churches in Australia        
GreenFaith International
Stop Adani Alliance

Climate Action Network Australia
Australian Forests and Climate Alliance

Wangan and Jagalingou Family Council
Religions for Peace
Queensland Churches Environmental Network

GreenFaith (US)
Common Grace
Faiths for Climate Action

Climate Media Centre
Greenpeace Australia Pacific
Tipping Point

People’s Climate Assembly
School Strike 4 Climate
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Our Volunteers & Consultants
 The number of people volunteering for ARRCC projects and groups burgeoned in 2020. 
They have collectively donated literally thousands of hours of skilled services. There are too 
many to mention everyone by name, but some particular people have stepped up significantly.

 Likewise, some of ARRCC’s consultants have been with us for years now, and it is difficult 
to imagine how we would manage without them. Always reliable, they offer their expert services 
for far less than the usual market rates, demonstrating their strong support for what we do.

Media spokespersons -  Gawaine Powell-
Davies, Sr Libby Rogers, Ghaith Krayem, Fr Neil 
Forgie, Very Rev Dr Peter Catt, Thea Ormerod, 
Mark Delaney

Photographers- Brittany Stribley (Fred + Freed 
Photo), Peter Branjerdporn

Videographers-  Peter Branjerdporn 
 
Graphic designers -  Sharon France (Looking 
Glass Press) & Fahimah Badrulhisham (Fahimah 
Designs)

Tasmania contact person- Terry Sussmilch

WA key people- Al Riebau, Geoffrey Bice, 
Daniel Vujcich

Key contacts in Queensland ARRCC-  Fr Peter 
Moore, Very Rev Dr Peter Catt, Jen Basham, Sr 
Wendy Flannery, Peter Branjerdporn, 
Fr Graham Warren, Gill King

Key person in Geelong- Fr Peter Martin

Key people in Sydney- Fahimah 
Badrulhisham, Gerard McEvilly, Wies 
Schuiringa, Elizabeth Maddox, Vivien Langford, 
Gill Burrows

Key people in Kiama-  Denis Quinn, Barbara 
Kinnane

Key people in GreenFaith/ARRCC Victoria- 
Sr Barbara Daniels, Robert Dawlings, Rev 
Alex Sangster, Andrea Mayes, Rev. Robert 
Renton, Sue Ennis, Jamie Thom, Linda Wannan, 
Christina Pead-Erberderis, Catherine Ward

Key people in SA- Philippa Rowland, 
Graham Brice

Key people in Canberra-  Katy Nicholls, Vikki 
McDonagh, Willie Senanayake 

Key people in Cairns-  Fr Neil Forgie, Garrett 
Swearingen

Key people in Toowoomba- Rev. Deb Bird, 
David Tutty 

Living the Change consultant -  Philippa 
Rowland 

Community organiser -  Tejopala Rawls

Graphic designer -  Sharon France (Looking 
Glass Press) & Fahimah Badrulhisham (Fahimah 
Designs)

Administrative Assistant -  Paul Boundy

Accountant -  Jocelyn Edge

Website & IT support - Corey McCann, Paddy 
McCann & Rhys Forsyth (Code Nation)

Key Volunteers

Consultants
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WHAT WE DO

Our Objectives
The objects of the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) Incorporated are:

➊ To assist faith communities to make the link between their faith and caring  
for the Earth.

➋ To raise awareness specifically about climate change issues within faith 
communities.

➌ To assist and inspire faith communities to be respectful of the Earth’s natural 
resources by transforming their consumption practices and reducing wastage.

➍
To advocate for public policies which protect the Earth’s biodiversity and promote 
justice, especially towards people most adversely impacted by climate change, 
including future generations.

➎ To facilitate interfaith dialogue and collaboration in relation to climate change.

➏ To work co-operatively with others in the broader community who are active in 
meeting the above objectives.

Our Campaigns

Policy and Advocacy campaigning 

COMMUNITY ORGANISING WORK IN TOWNSVILLE

The success of work in Townsville has much to do with ARRCC’s community organiser, Tejopala Rawls, and 
a number of key people of faith there. They include Peter Hanley, Marney Walker and Lindy Collins.

Tejopala organised an open letter to Gautam Adani to be signed by 60 faith leaders. The letter asked 
Mr Adani to cancel his Carmichael project in the Galilee Basin and invest in renewable energy in North 
Queensland instead.  It emphasised a more constructive future through jobs in renewables, whereas coal 
mining would be very destructive. 

Tejopala visited Townsville in mid-April, met with several local faith leaders and spoke with community 
members, held a workshop in preparation for an action and then co-ordinated the action. Initial 
conversations were held with key interested leaders in the local Aboriginal and faith communities, for 
involvement at a later time. Participants of the workshop decided on the shape of the action outside of 
Adani HQ, and adapted Christian songs for it.

WHAT WE DO

7 To assist with the building of climate-resilient communities by offering emotional, 
social and spiritual support.
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Our Campaigns
Advocacy by ARRCC Committee

Submissions
Submissions were made on behalf of ARRCC to:
• Senate Select Committee on the Government’s Response to COVID-19. It can be read here.
• Australian Renewable Energy Agency on the “Bioenergy Roadmap”. 
• NSW Independent Environmental Planning Commission on the Narrabri gas project proposal. 

Fahimah Badrulhisham also gave a presentation via video link on behalf of ARRCC. 
• Review of the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) 

Act; and again after the release of the interim report. 
• House of Representatives community consultation on the Climate Change (National 

Framework for Adaptation and Mitigation) Bill 2020.
• European Commission’s review of how they could reduce their carbon emissions by at 

least 50% to 55% for 2030 from 1990 levels, rather than the at least 40% reduction that is 
currently the plan. The focus was on the false notion that the burning of “biomass” is a form 
of renewable energy.

Fahimah Badrulhisham representing ARRCC at the Independent Planning Commission’s public hearing  in objection to the 
Narribri gas project.
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Letters
The ARRCC Committee sent letters to:
• Minister for Energy and Emissions Reductions, the Hon. Angus Taylor
• All Government Ministers on the need for post-COVID Recovery spending that 

simultaneously addresses the need for more and sustainable jobs, a resilient economy and 
the climate emergency.

• All Crossbench and Labor Senators regarding amendments to the EPBC Act being rushed 
through by the lower House, changes which would favour the interests of industry, not 
conservation.

• At the request of the Gomeroi, NSW Ministers for Planning, Aboriginal Heritage and the 
Environment, and the Premier, urging them not to allow mining where there are known 
Gomeroi sacred sites.

• Various companies which were considering working relationships with Adani.

As an organisation, ARRCC signed on to a raft of open letters drafted by other organisations 
such as MarketForces, the Australian Climate and Forests Alliance, 350.org Australia, Oil Change 
International, the Climate Council and End Fossil Fuels in Asia.

Open Letter to the Prime Minister
Towards the end of the summer’s tragic bushfire crisis, ARRCC sent a letter to the Prime Minister, 
signed by eighteen of Australia’s most senior leaders of faith communities including the Islamic, 
Christian, Hindu, Brahma Kumaris, Quaker, Jewish and Buddhist communities. The letter called 
for stronger climate leadership following the horror summer Australia has just witnessed. The 
media release and the open letter can be found here.

With the priceless help of the Climate Media Centra, here’s what we did: 
• Advance pitched the media release and letter to key environmental journalists. 
• Arranged a radio release to go to community and commercial newsrooms.
• Staged a press conference with signatories and representatives in Sydney.

The coverage in religious and mainstream media was quite impressive:
• Medianet (AAP) (168 syndications) - examples of AAP syndicated “hits” entitled, “Faith Leaders 

press PM on climate action” are Katherine Times, Northern Daily Leader, Central Western 
Daily, Whyalla News Online, Muswellbrook Chronicle.

• The Wire 
• CathNews
• Sight Magazine 
• Insights
• Catholic Outlook 
• Canberra Times
• The Daily Examiner 
• Radio release - see downloads here
• SBS
• Anglican Focus
• South Sydney Herald
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Amanda Copp, Political Reporter at National Radio News in Canberra, sent a bulletin on this to 85 
community radio stations. This led, for example, to Dr Peter Catt being interviewed on ABC QLD 
Drive time.

The full impact cannot easily be known. For example, the Climate Media Centre received a call 
from the Anglican church in the Riverina, who saw our release and are teaming up with the 
Catholic Church in the area to talk about climate/water. 

The open letter in SBS

L to R: The Ormerod (ARRCC President), Ghaith Krayem (CEO, Muslims Australia), Bikkhu Sujato 
(respected Therevada Buddhist monk), Wies Schuiringa (Vice President, NSW Ecumenical 
Council)
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Post-COVID Recovery for People and the Earth
 The ARRCC team was alarmed by the Coalition Government’s appointment of former 
gas industry executives to the National COVID-19 Coordination Commission and then the 
(unsurprising) push for a post-COVID “gas-led recovery”. First, this subject was carefully 
researched, so our work would be well-informed. We then shared this research with other 
interested faith-based organisations such as the Multifaith Association of South Australia, Pacific 
Calling Partnership and National Council of Churches. 

 It was used as the basis for a submission to a Senate Select Committee, and for letters to 
Minister Angus Taylor, the Prime Minister and others. The themes are reflected in the following 
articles:
• An op ed by Thea Ormerod in ABC Religion and Ethics online, published on May 18: 
• An op ed on gas signed by respected faith leaders, The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt, Dr Rateb 

Jneid, Gawaine Powell Davies and Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black

ARRCC’s op-wed on a gas-led recovery from COVID.
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Fair Democracy Campaign

 As a way of drawing public attention to the issue on social media, we created a video clip 
with ARRCC supporters and some of their friends singing a satirical song. The finalised video has 
been put on ARRCC YouTube account:

 The volunteers were very generous to offer their time and talent; we hope they enjoyed 
it! Special thanks go to Robert Dawlings who involved a lot of Melbourne volunteers, and Patrick 
Tibbertsma who put the audio and visuals together in one coherent film clip. 

 ARRCC groups in cities and towns were also highly motivated to promote an alternative 
to a “gas-led recovery”. They generally gave top priority to work to counter this adverse 
development.

 Environmentalists have long been frustrated by “corporate capture” of the two major 
political parties has prevented positive climate legislation. By “corporate capture” we mean 
the donations from wealthy mining companies, lack of transparency around lobbyists and the 
“revolving door” between industry and politics of jobs for mates. The beginning Fair Democracy 
Campaign is different from the push for a Commonwealth Integrity Commission, which is more 
about enforcement of rules. 

 ARRCC, as an organisation whose platform is largely a moral one, has a strong basis 
on which to challenge deceit and the mis-use of money to buy influence. The proper role of 
government is to protect the common good. Other organisations interested are from a range of 
sectors, but they include UCA Victorian Synod Justice office, The Climate Council and ACF. 

The two key solutions are suggested:
• Change the rules – we need stronger rules on election spending and political donations; 

lobbying transparency and the revolving door; truth in election communication laws.
• Change the culture/story – rather than the public simply writing off politicians and becoming 

cynical about democracy, we need the public to demand more political integrity from our 
elected representatives.

ARRCC’s Zoom choir denouncing the government’s gas-led recovery.
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ARRCC Participation in GreenFaith International
 “We are united by a fundamental belief, that all people, 

all earth and all living things are sacred.”

 This is the opening line of the inaugural public statement of the new multi-faith global 
climate action initiative called GreenFaith International (GFI). ARRCC was pleased in 2020 to 
become a Founding Partner. Our intention is to strengthen each of our organisations through 
sharing resources and acting as one voice internationally, all the more powerful because of our 
cumulative size. Together we are stronger. Our extended religious communities make up 84% of 
the world’s people, so our potential impact is significant. 

 Inspired by our deep commitment to our various faiths, we want to help create a world 
which is more authentically equitable, more compassionate, sustainable and safe. We believe 
that without powerful moral pressure for just and audacious vision, our world doesn’t have a 
prayer of meeting the threats posed by the climate emergency.

See this 3-minute inspirational launch video: (116) Sacred People, Sacred Earth Launch Video - 
YouTube

 The Founding Partners of this Network hail from all corners of the globe: Brazil and Chile; 
South Africa, Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe; Australia, Indonesia and India: the 
UK; Canada and the US. Others are in the process of joining us. We are united by a commitment 
to climate justice and to building a moral, grassroots, multi-faith movement for change.

ARRCC President, Thea Ormerod, and GreenFaith’s Director, Rev. Fletcher Harper, in New Jersey 2018. 
Credit: Dr Neil Ormerod.
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 The integrity, skills and passion of like-minded people from different parts of the world 
is really very inspiring. Our early conversations were about agreeing on a common set of values 
and purposes, a structure and decision-making processes. We are pro-environmental, pro-poor, 
pro-worker, pro-women, pro-racial justice, pro-diversity, pro-multilateralism and anti-religious 
nationalism.

 Our first action was to host the online launch of the Sacred People, Sacred Earth statement 
on 18th November, via a series of TEDx gatherings online. The Oceania launch featured Nyikina 
Warrwa woman, Dr Anne Poelina, Rev. James Bhagwan as well as presentations on GFI, our 
values and plans for action. We were excited to see over 130 people who attended the event.
 
 The statement is addressed mainly to the world’s governments and business leaders, but 
also to religious communities. It responds to the fact that Covid has exposed cruel injustices, 
with the vulnerable suffering the most severe impacts, just as climate change hits the vulnerable 
hardest. Climate-related disasters are increasingly destroying people’s lives and homes. 
Nonetheless since the start of the pandemic, governments have spent twice as much on bailouts 
for fossil fuel companies than on renewable energy, and that finance institutions are investing in 
oil and gas companies and deforestation more than in renewable energy. This is immoral. 

At the time of writing, we have already secured sign-on by well over a hundred very prominent 
international faith leaders as well as thousands of lay people, but we are aiming for many more 
before a planned international Day of Action on Thursday, 11th March. 

On that day, the publication of the statement and names of signatories will be accompanied 
by a major worldwide multi faith event to sound the alarm for the climate involving thousands 
of places of worship and people in their homes ringing bells, drumming, dancing, blowing 
the shofar in a clarion call for climate action. ARRCC has helped to shape the way this event 
will happen. We suggested the idea to GFI and they loved it. We have also helped to create 
the organising guide for the day. By the end of December more than 70 places of worship in 
Australia had signed up to participate in the Day of Action, among some 600 worldwide. We 
anticipate a lot more. 

In turn, the Day of Action will start a Year of Action leading up to the UN climate talks to be held 
in Glasgow at the end of 2021, known as COP26. It will be a year of supporting local leaders to 
challenge those in power, and our own faith communities, to step up and respond more whole-
heartedly to the climate emergency. 

We would love your community to support this initiative, in whatever way matches your 
capacity. To sign up for the Day of Action please go to www.arrcc.org.au/global. Places of 
worship, individuals, households and faith-based schools are all welcome to get involved.

Media Coverage 

• Religions for Peace website
• Quakers Australia 
• Insights 
• Thea on ABC’s God Forbid! with Joel Lazar from ARRCC member organisation, Jewish Climate 

Network, and Islamic community leader, Sheik Adid Alrubai.
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Bushfire Grief Ritual

Spiritual Solidarity

 Instead of the lull in activity one might expect in a difficult year, we saw a blossoming of 
local action and the growth of a real sense of ownership among ARRCC supporters. Despite the 
frustrating handbrake that COVID put on in-person protest actions, the capacity to meet over 
Zoom unexpectedly made it more possible for people to make it to meetings, and they willingly 
expanded their online skills to adapt. Key local organisers are named in the “Our Volunteers & 
Consultants” section. They are amazingly hard-working, talented and dedicated. Thank you to all!

ARRCC groups were very capably supported by our stellar Community Organiser, Tejopala Rawls. 
The extensive achievements of the year would not have been possible without his knowledge, 
skills and enthusiasm.  

 2020 started horribly - with catastrophic bushfires. Many people were affected and 
countless animals lost their lives or their habitat. So we were very grateful to Rev Alex Sangster 
in Melbourne who organised a multi-faith grieving ritual on 22nd February at her church in 
Fairfield, for those who wanted to come together and find a way to heal. Many thanks indeed 
to Rev Sangster and to all those who led a section of the ritual: Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black, Rev 
Sangster and Dharmacharini Maitripala.

 ARRCC member organisation, the Multi-Faith Association of South Australia, also 
organised a Prayer Service for Bushfire Recovery and Resilience, attended by quite a few 
respected faith leaders.

 In the early part of the year ARRCC helped to organise a meditation protest about the 
climate crisis every Monday morning in central Melbourne. These meditation protests aimed 
to draw attention to the urgent demands of the climate strike movement. Those attending sat 
in solidarity and compassion with all those affected by climate change. When COVID hit the 
sessions went online briefly but stopped completely by March.

Spirits were low by the time of the COVID lockdown, so weekly online multi-faith prayer and 
meditation sessions were offered. Those who attended said they found them very helpful.

Advocacy by ARRCC’s Broader Constituency
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Rev. Alex Sangster and daughter Indigo presenting at the Multi-Faith Service.

ARRCC Support for School Strike for Climate
 On May 15 ARRCC held a Multi-Faith Service online in support of the School Strike that 
had moved online due to COVID. More than 300 people attended. Many thanks to everyone 
who came, to Rev Alex Sangster who hosted the event and to all those who led a section of the 
service: Dr Deidre Palmer, Dharmachrini Maitripala, Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black, Brooke Prentis 
and Swami Diwedi Shailesh as well as Indigo Sangster and Ernie Gruner for providing beautiful 
music.

 Everyone who came was asked to go to the ARRCC website to contact their local federal 
MP about the need for a clean recovery from COVID and to join the online climate strike later 
that day.

 There were over 70 congregations where someone signed up online to ask people from 
their faith community  to attend - thank you to everyone who did this and who organised in any 
way! We will be contacting these 70 people to ask whether they might be interested in asking a 
small number of people from their faith communities to get involved in future actions from time 
to time, starting with the upcoming global Day of Action on March 11.
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 The ARRCC committee later held a meeting with Fridays 4 Future discussing faith-based 
climate action and live streamed this on a number of Facebook pages including our own.

 A second School Strike was organised for September in the form of decentralised COVID-
safe in-person events as well as online. ARRCC supporters turned out for actions and some, such 
as groups in North Sydney and Kiama, organised a faith-based event locally.

Media coverage

• Online ARRCC Multi-faith service for Climate Strike in Faith Communities Council of Victoria 
newsletter.

• An article by Fahimah Badrulhisham in Australasian Muslim Times.
• Facebook recording of the online multifaith service 
• Mention in UCA NSW/ACT Insights online magazine here, here and here.
• ARRCC Kiama rang their church bells during the first School Strike, reported in the South 

Coast Register in the local Bugle and Independent.
• Recording of session on Fridays 4 Future Facebook 

Dr Deirdre Palmer, President of the Uniting Church in Australia, addressing the Multi-Faith Service.
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L to R: Gill Burrows, Kay Hunt, Michal Gill, Patricia Gemmell - ARRCC supporters in North Sydney support School Strike.

ARRCC Groups Mobilised to the Next Level in 2020
 The year saw a considerable increase in the number of local ARRCC groups. When the 
year started, there was basically a group regularly active in Melbourne and one in Brisbane, as 
well as networks of people in a number of other places who took action when needed but who 
didn’t meet regularly. One of the main things that people had indicated an interest in at the 
ARRCC conference in November 2019 had been local groups, so Tejopala started contacting keen 
volunteers to get these going.

 A group in Kiama NSW, that had not been active for a while, started meeting again 
regularly thanks to the efforts of Denis Quinn. New groups either started or began to consolidate 
in Perth, Cairns, Geelong, Sydney and Adelaide. In Toowoomba, Fr David Tutty and Rev Deb Bird 
have started meeting with local people of faith interested in climate action. The ARRCC network 
in Canberra has come together as needed for many years, but organisers started to meet 
together more regularly in 2020 to organise actions.

Various groups have Facebook pages which are worth checking out:
• ARRCC Facebook page (contributors are in various cities)
• Queensland ARRCC Facebook
• ARRCC Victoria Facebook page
•  ARRCC WA Facebook page
• ARRCC Toowoomba Facebook page
• Eat Less Meat Facebook Page
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 Having to meet online during COVID meant that it was possible for Tejopala to stay in 
touch with more groups across Australia than he ever had previously by meeting in person, 
despite the fact that he moved to New Zealand for most of the year to escape COVID!

 Eight consultation sessions were held via Zoom across the country to work out what 
campaigns each local group wanted to be involved in. In every case the highest priority was 
a clean recovery from COVID. In addition, both Melbourne and Sydney prioritised the Adani 
campaign and Melbourne also decided to embark on a divestment campaign.

 In October, Tejopala set up monthly informal Zoom meetings for the coordinators of 
these groups to start to collaborate with each other. There is also now a WhatsApp group for 
people who facilitate these groups to stay in touch with one another more generally.

 GreenFaith/ARRCC in Melbourne is now made up of four groups, each meeting once 
a month. Each group has taken on a different area of work: divestment, challenging Adani 
contractors, a clean and fair recovery from COVID, plus one overall coordinating group. There 
has been a marked increase in involvement overall. Towards the end of 2019, the attendance at 
the GreenFaith meetings had been in single figures. There are now a total of 51 people involved 
in at least one of the groups and four meetings occurring each month. It should be noted that, 
despite splitting into working groups, there is still a very strong Melbourne group feeling. 

 The extensive work of the various Melbourne-based groups is integrated into other 
sections of this report.

 ARRCC Cairns was officially launched on September 6th when the bells of St Monica’s 
Cathedral, together with a variety of handbells and gongs, rang out together to sound the alarm 
on global warming.There were about 20 people present, including Bishop James Foley. In his 
address to the gathering, which met on the lawns in front of the Bishop’s House, Fr Neil Forgie 
spoke of the urgency of taking action on climate change, and the shared responsibility we all 
have to be good stewards of the earth’s resources and to care for Mother Earth. Fr Neil talked 
about the relevance of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s words, “The ultimate test of a moral society, is the 
kind of world it leaves to its children”.

 The group has been very active visiting local MP’s (see section on a clean, fair recovery 
from COVID). 
 
 A number of local ARRCC groups have maintained close connections with other faith 
networks. In Queensland there are strong links with Angligreen, the Queensland Churches 
Environmental Network (QCEN) and St John’s Anglican Cathedral in Brisbane. In Victoria, Quakers 
Victoria has started working closely with ARRCC on organising meetings with MPs as well as 
preparing for the Day of Action on March 11, and in South Australia there are strong links with 
both the Multi Faith Association of SA and the South Australian Uniting Church Environment 
Action Group. In Sydney a number of regular members of the group are either involved with Pitt 
Street Uniting Church and/or the Uniting Church Synod. 
 
Media coverage

• “Cairns community calls for election candidates to support Reef safe jobs” in Cairns local 
Mirage.

• Launch of ARRCC Cairns in Mirage.
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A number of local ARRCC groups have maintained close connections with other faith networks. 
In Queensland there are strong links with Angligreen, the Queensland Churches Environmental 
Network (QCEN) and St John’s Anglican Cathedral in Brisbane. In Victoria, Quakers Victoria has 
started working closely with ARRCC on organising meetings with MPs as well as preparing for 
the Day of Action on March 11, and in South Australia there are strong links with both the Multi 
Faith Association of SA and the South Australian Uniting Church Environment Action Group. In 
Sydney a number of regular members of the group are either involved with Pitt Street Uniting 
Church and/or the Uniting Church Synod.

Fr Neil Forgie sounding the alarm for the climate, as reported in Cairns Local News.
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The multi-faith delegation in North Sydney de-briefing after their meeting with Trent Zimmerman’s staff.

Clean, Fair Recovery from COVID-19
 As COVID wreaked havoc with the economy, the Federal Government wreaked further 
havoc with the climate system by planning for an economic recovery based on massive 
investment in the gas industry. Organisations around the country worked hard to convince 
the government that there are better ways of rebuilding the economy that produce more jobs 
without causing the harm that gas would. Every ARRCC group in the country saw this as their 
highest priority, especially since the investment in gas would lock in new and extremely harmful 
infrastructure for years to come. The main way of going about this was to start meeting with 
Federal MPs. The aim was to ask MPs’ to support the plan for a clean recovery outlined in the 
Australian Conservation Foundation’s ‘Recover Rebuild, Renew’ report or at least the broad 
principles of a clean economic recovery. 

 Sydney ARRCC made engagement with Federal MP’s on this issue their key focus. Teams 
of people managed to form delegations to meet the following MPs.

 In North Sydney, Gill Burrows put together a strong team who met with staff of Liberal 
MP, Trent Zimmerman (not the MP). While there, they asked him to support the Climate Change 
Bill put forward by the Hon. Zali Steggall. In Bennelong, Wies Schuiringa met with Liberal MP 
John Alexander as part of her local climate action group.

 In Mackellar, Phil Jones and Susan Muranty met Liberal MP Jason Falinski. In Wentworth, 
Vivien Langford formed a very diverse delegation from Christian, Buddhist, Muslim, Sikh and 
Jewish faiths, including high profile faith leaders, to meet with Liberal MP Dave Sharma. Both Mr 
Falinski and Mr Sharma were asked to support Zali Steggall’s Climate Bill. 

 Special thanks goes to Elizabeth Maddox who put in a great effort to form ARRCC 
electorate teams in Lyne, Mackellar and elsewhere. 
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  Queensland ARRCC supporters made the October State election their focus. They 
wrote to a large number of State MP’s and candidates, particularly in marginal electorates. To 
maximise their chances of influencing the MP’s, they researched their backgrounds and took 
great care in crafting their letters promoting a renewables-led recovery. They also met with 
several MPs 

 ARRCC Cairns met with State member for Cairns, Michael Healey (ALP), then with Linda 
Cooper, the then LNP candidate for Barron River as well as Councillor Brett Olds.Fr Neil Forgie 
wrote in October to Warren Entsch, the Liberal MP for Leichhardt and Special Envoy for the Reef 
about the madness of his federal colleagues insisting on a gas-fired economic recovery.

 The Cairns group finished the year by especially creating a Christmas card calling on MP’s 
to take climate action. They personally delivered cards to Michael Healey (State Labor member 
for Cairns), Craig Crawford (State Labor member for Barron River) and Warren Entsch (Federal 
Labor member for Leichhardt). The group wore newly printed ARRCC T-shirts. 

 In Kiama, Peter Clarke wrote to the federal member for Gilmore, Fiona Philips (ALP), 
in relation to recovery from the fires and Labor’s climate policies in view of the next federal 
election. Peter, Barbara Kinnane and Rev Janice Freeston then went on to meet with her.

 At time of writing, groups of GreenFaith/ARRCC and ARRCC Geelong are in the process 
of trying to secure meetings with federal MPs in Kooyong, Higgins, LaTrobe, Corangamite, Corio, 
Chisholm and Wills.

Concurrently, the ARRCC Committee are very active on the issue of a clean, fair recovery from 
COVID. (See the section on Advocacy by the ARRCC Committee.)

L to R: Bev Cornelius, Lorraine Forgie, Peter Cornelius, Michael Healey, Neil Forgie, Carolyn Whiting, John Hartigan. 
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Stop Adani
 What a year it’s been on the Adani campaign! First, COVID forced all campaigning to take 
place online, which meant that campaigning had to go online. The focus was to get third-party 
organisations like contractors, insurers and finance providers to rule out working on this project. 
This has worked to great effect. Dozens of companies either announced that they would not do 
business with Adani or, more generally, that they were ruling out insuring, financing or providing 
services to ALL new coal mines!

 We have played our part by contacting these companies and letting them know that 
many people of faith feel strongly about this mine. Thank you to the many individual ARRCC 
supporters across Australia who got behind this, and to the groups in Sydney, Melbourne and 
Kiama. 

 The year started with the news that Siemens Australia, the only company able to provide 
signaling for Adani’s rail line, was considering a decision around a contract with Adani.  
 
 ARRCC supporters joined with others by protesting in person outside Siemens’ Sydney 
office; or via email, Facebook and Twitter. We let him know our concerns as people of faith. The 
decision went in favour of Adani but our protests drew the attention of the German climate 
movement. 

 Siemens Germany ended up issuing a statement that let themselves off the hook, 
promising to establish a Sustainability Committee for future decisions and little more. In 
Melbourne ARRCC supporters together with the Melbourne Climate Choir responded to this 
decision by protesting outside the offices of Siemens on the day of their AGM in early February. 

Rev Alex Sangster leads a protest outside of the office of Siemens in Melbourne in February
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 By mid-year, the focus had moved to potential finance and insurance for the mine. In 
August Sydney ARRCC planned in-person COVID-safe protests outside the offices of Korean 
companies Samsung and Hanwha, but these companies had publicly ruled out financing 
Adani before the action could take place. Such was the pressure from the broader Stop Adani 
movement. So the Sydney group pivoted and collaborated with Melbourne ARRCC’s Adani 
contractor group to put on an online nationwide ‘Stop the Money Writing Party’ action targeting 
two other Korean financiers - Korean Investment & Securities and Investment Bank of Korea. This 
action was well attended, and those taking part sent messages to company decision makers 
via email, Facebook, and Twitter. By the end of August, all of the potential Korean financiers had 
publicly stated they will not fund Adani.

 In September, ARRCC Melbourne and Sydney again played a part in the much larger 
overall campaign targeting insurance companies in the Lloyd’s of London marketplace who were 
considering insuring Adani. They communicated their concerns as people of faith via emails 
and tweets as well as phone calls. Many of these companies, thanks to the efforts of the climate 
movement, have now ruled out insuring Adani. 

 In November, ARRCC Kiama held a film evening where they screened the latest Stop 
Adani film and had a Q&A session with Tipping Point organiser Isaac Astill. About 30 people 
attended and were keen to get involved in online actions. All proceeds went to the Wangan and 
Jagalingou Family Council. Many thanks to Barbara Kinnane for organising this. 

ARRCC members from around the country at an online action targeting Adani’s Korean financiers.
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 Later that month the news broke that 
the State Bank of India (SBI) was considering 
a $1 billion loan to Adani for its mine. ARRCC 
supporters immediately joined a movement-
wide online Hour of Power to convince SBI not 
to lend the money. In December Melbourne 
and Sydney supporters organised our own 
faith-based Hour of Power with the same aim, 
this time to ask HSBC to pressure SBI not to go 
ahead with the loan. 

 ARRCC supporters in Sydney attended 
an in-person protest outside HSBC, and in 
Melbourne two ARRCC supporters, Catherine 
Ward and Linda Wannan, delivered a letter 
from ARRCC to the Indian Consulate General in 
Melbourne asking them to seek assurances from 
SBI that they would rule out the loan to Adani. 
A photo of the delivery of this letter was then 
posted on Twitter and Facebook.

 The campaign has led influential 
investors like Blackrock and Amundi to 
pressure SBI against the loan.

ARRCC at State Bank of India protest in November.

Catherine Ward delivers a letter from ARRCC to the CEO of 
the Indian Consulate General.
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Film Screenings

Further Contributions by Particular Groups

 In addition to Kiama’s #StopAdani film evening three groups organised film screenings 
this year. In December in South Australia ARRCC supporters helped Community Connections, 
the Uniting Church Environmental Action Group and Multifaith Association of SA to organise an 
event called ‘A hopeful path to 2040’ that included the 2040 documentary. There was also a Q & 
A panel with Indigenous and other speakers as well as a Living the Change community solutions 
workshop. 

 In Perth in September, ARRCC WA organised a special screening of ‘Albatross’ hosted in 
collaboration with Doctors for the Environment, Maylands-Mount Lawley Uniting Church, Perth 
Climate Action Team, Blueback Freediving and Yoga and the One World Centre.

 On 29th November, ARRCC Toowoomba organised a screening of ‘A Life On Our Planet’ 
at St James Anglican Church. A discussion and light refreshments followed. 

 We have attempted to provide an integrated overview of the collective Advocacy work of 
all the groups. However, as well as getting behind nationally organised campaigns, local groups 
and individuals respond to local opportunities and challenges as well as their own inspiration. In 
the following paragraphs, we will highlight these great contributions. 

ARRCC WA

 Despite difficult circumstances, momentum in Western Australia continued to grow 
in 2020. In the area of policy, the WA Chapter of ARRCC was a co-signatory to the RenewWA 
statement which called for immediate action on climate change from the State Government, 
with a focus on just transitions away from LNG and other fossil fuels. 

 ARRCC WA also endorsed an open letter from Clean State calling on the State 
Government to adopt a Clean Jobs Plan as a form of economic stimulus post-COVID. They wrote 
their own letter to the WA Premier too, emphasising the need to prioritise climate action in any 
economic recovery plans.
 
 Unfortunately, COVID social distancing restrictions meant a planned all-day workshop 
was cancelled, which had aimed to bring together local faith community members and leaders 
to lay down a clear blueprint for the work of ARRCC WA. Instead, a virtual panel discussion was 
hosted on 1 April facilitated by Rev Chris Bedding (Anglican). The panelists were Jo Vallentine 
(Quaker), Dr Richard Yin (Doctors for the Environment), and Dr Rateb Jneid (AFIC/Muslims 
Australia). The event was attended by over 40 people.

After COVID restrictions eased, ARRCC WA was involved in a number of in-person events. In 
November they were part of a Christian ecumenical service called Come Together for Creation 
that was hosted at the Grace Anglican Church, Joondalup. They also organised a very successful 
Interfaith Vigil on the steps of Parliament House which around 100 people attended with 
prayers and meditations led by members of Perth’s Nyungar, Catholic, Anglican, Uniting Church, 
Buddhist, Baha’i and Islamic communities. 
 
In December, they held a Carols for the Climate event in the Perth CBD.
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Prayer and Meditation Vigil on the steps of WA Parliament in December.

ARRCC in support of RenewWA, reported in the UCA magazine, Revive

Media coverage

• ARRCC WA behind launch of RenewWA Call for Climate Action in WA in UCA magazine, Revive
• Moderator of WA UCA, Rev Steve Francis, speaking at the launch on YouTube 
• ARRCC WA hold Vigil on Parliament House steps in Revive
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ARRCC in support of RenewWA, reported in the UCA magazine, Revive

QUEENSLAND ARRCC

 Queensland ARRCC is an active group which takes its own initiatives as well as 
participating in ARRCC campaigns. As already mentioned, the group works closely with 
Angligreen, QCEN and St John’s Anglican Cathedral. Indeed, members belong to one or more of 
these groups. As well as this, their meetings offer support to people in regional centres such as 
Toowoomba and Cairns.

 In March, one long-time ARRCC member, Imam Daud Batchelor, organised a very 
successful one-day conference entitled, ‘The Environmental Crisis and Our Obligations to Act: 
Teachings from Islamic and Abrahamic Faith Traditions’. It was attended by around 70 people.

 Mark Delaney was featured as one of three Christians in the ABC Compass Program, 
entitled, ‘For the Love of Creation’. ARRCC supporter Dr Byron Smith was also featured. It can still 
be viewed here. 

 After the COVID lockdown, as mentioned above, Queensland ARRCC supporters met 
fortnightly and made promoting a renewables-led recovery a major focus in the lead-up to the 
State election in October. They wrote numerous letters to Queensland State MP’s. Fr Peter Moore 
wrote to Leeanne Enoch, Labor member for Algester who was then Minister for the Environment. 
ARRCC supporter Marilyn Wright met with her MP, Corrine McMillan, the member for Mansfield 
(ALP) who appeared to genuinely resonate with Marilyn’s Christian faith. A further meeting is 
now likely.

 ARRCC supporters in Queensland were also encouraged to participate in a public online 
meeting organised by the Queensland Community Alliance with the leaders of both major 
parties. Both leaders agreed to a number of the demands put to them around a clean recovery 
from COVID.
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 Q-ARRCC, together with other faith-based groups in Brisbane, publicised Earth Overshoot 
Day on 22nd August and persuaded dozens of churches to ring their bells to draw attention to 
the occasion.  

 Fr Peter Moore is a powerhouse in the group, being on the ARRCC Committee, the Chair 
of Angligreen as well as the convenor of Q-ARRCC. He wrote a submission to the review of the 
Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act. Hats off to Fr 
Peter’s energy and dedication!

Media coverage 
• Muslim & Abrahamic faiths conference in AMUST
• ‘Earth Overshoot Day’ in Anglican Focus magazine
• Invitation to mark the day with tolling bells, in Anglican Focus magazine

ARRCC IN CANBERRA

 In Canberra, a network that has come together for many years, as needed, became more 
purposefully active in support of Peoples Climate Assembly actions in the ACT. It is great for 
ARRCC that we can rely on them to bear witness to our concerns right on the doorstep of the 
Federal Parliament.

ARRCC at the People’s Climate Assembly in Canberra
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The group advocated for pro-climate policies in the lead-up to the ACT election, and supporters 
have been encouraging climate action in various congregations and faith networks across 
Canberra. A group of ARRCC supporters and other interested Catholics visited Archbishop 
Christopher Prowse. They were Vikki McDonough, John Giacon and Roger Fitzgerald. 
 
Media coverage

ARRCC highlighting multi-faith voice at Peoples Climate Assembly action in February:
• Insights 
• Maitland-Newcastle News
• CathNews
• Insights
• Religions for Peace website
• Coast Community News (Central Coast)
• AMUST
• Global Buddhist Door
14 Dec, Report in Catholic Voice

ARRCC KIAMA 

 In May, the group joined in the celebration of the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’ 
famous encyclical on the climate Laudato Si, Care for our Common Home. There were readings 
and reflections distributed daily for a week to church congregations (approximately 100 
persons). There was also an online Ecumenical Service on the World Day of Prayer for the 
Environment 24th May. Barbara Kinnane completed training with the Global Catholic Climate 
Movement (GCCM) and achieved recognition as a Laudato Si Animator.

As part of the Christian Season of Creation, the group created resources on climate change 
for use in secondary schools. These were written by Barbara Kinane, illustrated by Gabrielle 
Fogarty and distributed through the Catholic Education Office (Wollongong), to Independent 
Catholic Schools and other networks.  Resources were also forwarded to Bishop Brian Mascord, 
Wollongong Diocese and to Bishop Vincent Long, Chairperson, Australian Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference Social Justice Council, with accompanying letters advocating for divestment of 
church funds from fossil fuel companies.

The ARRCC team is very grateful for, and impressed by, the work of so many hard-working 
volunteers!
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Divestment
 A group in Melbourne (and a couple of people from interstate) has been meeting since 
July 2020 to start working on divestment. The meetings via Zoom began by exploring ideas on 
how to encourage and support individuals of faith to publicly divest from fossil fuels and how 
to ask more faith institutions to divest from fossil fuels (noting that many are already committed 
to this). The group consulted Simon O’Connor (from Responsible Investment Association 
Australasia) and Munira Chowdhury and Rachel Deans (from Market Forces).
 
 There are three main areas that the divestment group is focusing on: banking, 
superannuation and insurance. The group is planning to start a divestment campaign in 
2021. They recognise that providing information by itself does not change behaviour and 
that individuals need to be supported over time. They are seeking potential partners beyond 
Melbourne and beyond ARRCC. 

 In November 2020, a member of the group, Roland Ashby, published an article on 
divestment in The Melbourne Anglican.

Groundwork prepared for building the movement

 Many thanks are due to Robert Dawlings who has helped clean up the ARRCC database 
considerably. Among other things this means that it is now possible for the first time to record 
a person’s level of interest in organising from time to time in their own faith community or 
congregation. There are currently 162 people who have shown some degree of interest in 
organising for at least one event in this way and some of these are interested in more ongoing 
organising. Clearly this has the potential to really build our movement.

 GreenFaith International’s ‘Sacred People, Sacred Earth’ campaign will be the perfect 
opportunity to engage volunteers in a powerful push for more ambitious Australian and 
international climate action.

Roland Ashby’s article in The Melbourne Anglican to make the case for divestment.
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 ARRCC continued the work of Living the Change started by GreenFaith in 2018. The goal 
is to draw on our spiritual beliefs and values to inspire lifestyle choices which, together with the 
actions of others, will help limit global warming.

 Each of our spiritual traditions offers teachings and values about living simply and caring 
for the vulnerable. Today, we know that climate disruption is hurting most those who are already 
vulnerable, and that Western greed is a large part of the problem. Consumerism tells us we never 
have “enough”. Living the Change calls on people of faith to lead in a global effort to reset what 
is regarded as enough. We want to promote lifestyles of gratitude for life’s blessings, lifestyles of 
care for the earth and all who depend on it.

 Philippa Rowland is personally very committed to lifestyle change as a form of climate 
action. She generously donated her time taking the lead in this area of ARRCC’s work in the 
second half of 2020. Her approach was to integrate a Living the Change element into interfaith 
events she organised in Adelaide, to encourage ARRCC supporters to hold Living the Change 
workshops and to hold two successful webinars on topics of special interest. 

 The first webinar on “Stepping Stones to a Plant-Based Diet” was essentially a dialogue 
about overcoming barriers to adoption of a more vegetarian diet. It was ably facilitated by 
Philippa and led by Fahimah Badrulhisham and Peta Cox. Fahimah and Peta have created a great 
resource for anyone interested.

Living The Change Report

Promotional poster for the plant based diet webinar
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In the second webinar on “Reducing Waste”, Alice Carwardine shared her knowledge on reducing 
food waste, composting and buying local. Alice is a Catholic secondary school teacher who 
started “Overturn The Tables”, a professional development platform for teachers, parishes, 
schools and students about how to “live Laudato Si’”. 

 Living the Change was highlighted at two Adelaide events: an International Day of Peace 
celebration with 100 interfaith guests, and “A Hopeful Path to 2040” discussion following a 
screening of the film “2040”. Philippa also highlighted the value of climate-conserving lifestyle 
change for the Asian Conference for Religions for Peace discussions held as part of the global 
Faith for Nature dialogues in October.

 COVID-safety requirements had a dampening effect on ARRCC supporters’ motivation to 
organise events. However, Sue Ennis and Philippa were undeterred. They held a virtual gathering 
called “Living the Change Together” in December for interested people from Melbourne and 
Hobart. It was a deep sharing of experiences across participants, co-hosted by United Religions 
Initiative, Religions for Peace (Vic/Tas), GreenFaith/ARRCC and Cultural Infusion.

 Queensland ARRCC supporters leveraged Earth Overshoot Day which fell on 22nd 
August in 2020, to promote lifestyle change as part of an authentic Christian response to climate 
change. Adelaide’s St Peter’s Anglican Cathedral, St Francis Xavier Catholic Cathedral and Pilgrim 
Uniting Church all tolled their bells to mark the day.

Hats off to Philippa for a great job done under difficult circumstances!

Eat Less Meat 

 From the early days of ARRCC thirteen years ago, there has been a group working on 
encouraging people to eat less meat. Their main form of action in recent years is to contribute 
to a Facebook page: Eat Less Meat Facebook page Surinder Jain has been faithful to this work 
throughout 2020. Thank you Surinder!

 Alice Carwardine is taking the lead in Living the Change in 2021 in a paid capacity.

A page from the resource document created following the plant-based diet 
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Summary of Achievements for 2020
 In February, ARRCC held a Press Conference regarding an open letter signed by senior 
faith leaders on the need for climate action after the nation’s catastrophic bushfires. It received 
extensive mainstream media coverage online and on radio.

 Throughout 2020, it’s been exciting to see a growth in capacity of local ARRCC groups. 
The ten local ARRCC groups now established have formed the backbone of our growing 
campaigning capacity. Much of this work was aimed at advocacy for a post-COVID recovery 
based on investment in renewables not gas and on stopping Adani’s Carmichael Project, but 
sometimes more regional issues were targeted such as the Queensland State election or the 
push for renewables and to stop fracking in Western Australia.

 ARRCC supporters put amazing energy into advocacy for a post-COVID recovery 
spending which creates both jobs and a shift towards renewable energy. This was accomplished 
via visits to local MP’s, letters to local MP’s, letters from the ARRCC Committee directly to Minister 
Angus Taylor, holding events on the School Strikers’ #FundOurFutureNotGas Day of Action in 
September, a formal submission to the Senate Select Committee on the Government’s response 
to COVID, articles in the media and more. A clean post-COVID recovery is part of the push in 
GreenFaith International’s “Sacred People, Sacred Earth” statement. 

 ARRCC was an active participant in successful Stop Adani campaigning which had dozens 
of companies walk away from Adani. They include finance companies, Hanwha, Samsung, the 
Industrial Bank of Korea and Korea Investment and Securities. Pressure on Lloyd’s of London led 
to its first ever sustainability policy in which it announced that Lloyd’s insurance marketplace 
will scale back its exposure to coal and tar sands. ARRCC supporters also challenged Siemens 
(Engineering firm), Fairfax Financial (Insurance), Marsh (Insurance) and the State Bank of India. 
These campaigns are ongoing at the time of writing.
 
 Altogether six submissions were made to government inquiries, for example, reviewing 
the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Protection Act, on the role of Bioenergy, and on 
the Climate Change Bills proposed by the Hon. Zali Steggall. 

 Several Living the Change events were held to encourage climate-conserving lifestyle 
change. Webinars were organised to coach participants in composting skills and moving to a 
plant-based diet.

 ARRCC became one of 14 Founding Partners for the GreenFaith International Network 
(GFI) which launched the radical “Sacred People, Sacred Earth” campaign on November 18. GFI is 
intended to be the beginnings of a powerful, faith-inspired, diverse movement with compelling 
demands for ambitious climate action in response to the suffering being caused by climate-
related disasters globally. A solid foundation has been laid down for a massive, significant Day of 
Action on 11th March. 

 The number of individual ARRCC members grew by 60% and donations from supporters 
remained generous in spite of the pandemic. Indeed, we now have over 70 regular donors, who 
collectively provide ARRCC with a steady income stream of close to $20,000 p.a. Subscribers to 
our e-newsletter rose to more than 2,700, and we have over 3,000 followers on Facebook.
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Fahimah Badrulhisham (fifth from the left) joined this protest inside the Hanwha office, after which Hanwha walked away 
from Adani. Credit: Galilee Blockade.

Uniting Church’s Rev. Bill Thomas in North Sydney for 
September’s School Strike for Climate

L to R: Rev. Kath Merrifield, Barbara Kinnane, Peter 
Clarke, Denis Quinn - ARRCC Kiama supports School 
Strike.
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Looking Ahead - Plans for 2021
 Over 100 actions are being prepared across Australia for the Day of Action on 11th March 
when thousands of events world-wide will amplify the “Sacred People, Sacred Earth” statement 
and its ten demands for climate action. We plan for this to be well-covered in mainstream, 
religious and social media. Then throughout 2021 there will be an ongoing faith-based push for 
ambition at the COP26 negotiations in Glasgow. 

 As part of this, ARRCC will be advocating that Australia go into COP26 with far higher 
Nationally Determined Contributions, a target of net zero emissions by 2030, support for 
communities needing to transition away from relying on coal and gas, and an appropriate 
commitment to the UN Green Climate Fund to support poorer nations hit by climate impacts.

 ARRCC will be active in the lead-up to the next federal election, encouraging people to 
“vote climate”, with more energy directed to specific marginal electorates.

 Our work to prevent the opening up of the Galilee Basin to coal mining will continue. We 
continue to stand in solidarity with the Wangan and Jagalingou Family Council and with people 
in India opposing Adani’s unethical practices.

 We plan to continue encouraging climate-conserving lifestyle change. This will be 
informed by research regarding the most effective approaches to the work, and will be resourced 
by a professional consultant.

 Support will continue to be provided to local and interest-based groups, to assist them to 
be effective and coordinated. We continue to learn how to respect local autonomy while, at the 
same time, encourage involvement in strategic, nationally coordinated campaigns.

 We will be seeking to be more inclusive of people of colour and people who belong to 
statistically smaller religious groups.
 
 We will continue to seek the financial security that will enable us to employ at least one 
full-time equivalent Community Organiser. 
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FINANCIALS

Financial Policies
 We are committed to continuing to encourage faith communities to take action against 
climate change, and to undertake truth-telling to the government and business sector on 
policies that are needed for climate justice.
For the first few years, ARRCC was reliant on seed funding provided by The Climate Institute and 
has since relied on membership fees, large one-off donations and grants. We are committed to 
expanding our sources of generating income.

 Helped by crowdfunding campaigns, Grantmakers and large donors ARRCC received 
more than double the financial support in 2018 than was given in 2017, which was already more 
than ever before! This obviously expands our capacity to make a difference, especially via the 
employment of professional community organisers.

Principles

 While we are committed to continuing our work, we do not believe that “survival at all 
costs” is a justifiable position. We therefore premise our financing strategy on the following 
principles:

• We will not undertake any work which compromises our independence, the quality of our 
work or our integrity and commitment to truth-telling;

•  We believe we are accountable to the wider community in our country for the responsible 
use of all resources which are put at our disposal;

•  We respect donor relationships, but are prepared to challenge and be challenged on 
important issues.

Ideally, our fixed costs will be met by members’ annual subscriptions. We will seek donations and 
grant funding for projects and current campaigns, and will aim for cost-neutrality with respect to 
events and other activities.
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Profit and Loss
ARRCC Incorporated

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020

31 Dec 20 31 Dec 19 31 Dec 18

Income
Bank Interest $169.82 $271.69 $277.03
Campaign Donations $0.00 $2,656.23 $2,970.29
Donations $71,512.27 $81,294.91 $80,487.28
Membership $8,920.00 $3,762.38 $3,526.55
Other Income $116.11 $339.40 $106.59
Total Income $80,718.20 $88,324.61 $87,367.74

Gross Profit $80,718.20 $88,324.61 $87,367.74

Less Operating Expenses
Accounting Fees $1,109.90 $1,903.00 $2,021.28
Advertising $60.48 $324.67 $919.36
Bank Fees $698.61 $1,360.37 $515.29
Consulting Fees $7,306.10 $6,503.50 $5,493.95
Equipment $198.00 $358.95 $440.01
Event Costs $1,221.89 $12,679.66 $2,674.39
General Expenses $0.00 $614.80 $349.38
Grants to other Orgs $0.00 $0.00 $500.00
Insurance $896.50 $980.78 $954.31
Legal expenses $0.00 $350.00 $800.00
Postage $142.67 $285.05 $284.11
Printing & Stationery $77.64 $1,725.33 $642.68
Rent $240.00 $140.00 $600.00
Sub-Contractor fees $46,761.70 $48,257.25 $36,911.00
Subscriptions $3,101.50 $2,774.50 $2,721.63
Superannuation $4,676.17 $4,749.85 $3,636.10
Telephone & Internet $0.00 $0.00 $50.00
Travel Costs $1,081.98 $7,749.84 $8,499.42
Total Operating Expenses $67,573.14 $90,757.55 $68,012.91

Net Profit $13,145.06 -$2,432.94 $19,354.83

Financial Statements:
Income and expenditure statements
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Balance Sheet
ARRCC Incorporated

As at 31 December 2020

31 Dec 2020 31 Dec 2019 31 Dec 2018

Assets

   Bank
   ARRCC Bank Australia $50,288.27 $37,165.66 $44,030.59
   ARRCC Paypal Account $14.40 $170.69 $3,618.90
   ARRCC Term Deposit 1 $5,755.79 $5,683.47 $5,574.01
   ARRCC Term Deposit 2 $5,858.31 $5,762.96 $5,603.27
   Stripe AUD $116.64 $52.75 $0.00
   Total Bank $62,033.41 $48,835.53 $58,826.77

Total Assets $62,033.41 $48,835.53 $58,826.77

Liabilities

   Current Liabilities
   Accounts Payable $0.00 $385.00 $0.00
   Credit Card $245.96 $172.22 $578.16
   Funding in Advance $0.00 $0.00 $7,500.00
   Superannuation Payable $1,321.92 $957.84 $995.20
   Total Current Liabilities $1,567.88 $1,515.06 $9,073.36

Total Liabilities $1,567.88 $1,515.06 $9,073.36

Net Assets $60,465.53 $47,320.47 $49,753.41

Equity
Current Year Earnings $13,145.06 -$2,432.94 $19,354.83
Retained Earnings $47,320.47 $49,753.41 $30,398.58
Total Equity $60,465.53 $47,320.47 $49,753.41
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Address: 264 Pitt St, SYDNEY, NSW 2000 
Phone: 02 9150 9713
Email: info@arrcc.org.au
Website: www.arrcc.org.au
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WWW.ARRCC.ORG.AU


