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ABOUT ARRCC
ARRCC is a multi-faith, member-based network committed to taking 
action on climate change. As an organisation we engage with faith 
communities, run campaigns, produce resources, and undertake 
research and advocacy to fulfil our mission and realise our vision.

Vision, Mission and Values

OUR VISION
We envisage our nation embracing a sustainable future,  
one which is based on a more ethical understanding of  

human prosperity and the flourishing of all.

To help achieve this vision, ARRCC hopes to see religious communities of all kinds,  
and all across Australia, actively reflecting religious values in their lifestyle choices.

OUR MISSION
1. To promote ethical, sustainable, healthy and contented lifestyles  

which respect the Earth’s precious natural resources.

2. To advocate from a faith perspective for public policies  
which contribute to climate justice.

OUR VALUES
Compassion

We are challenged by our compassion towards the other people  
and beings with whom we share this Earth.

Respect

We show respect for people regardless of their views 
—treating them with kindness and gentleness.

Truth-telling

Though we recognise that people find it difficult to hear our messages,  
we maintain a commitment to truth-telling.

A focus on what really matters 

We believe happiness comes from a focus on those aspects of life  
that really matter: relationships and mutual caring, a sense of purpose,  

and connectedness with the natural environment.
 

ABOUT ARRCC
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President’s Message
Dear friends and members, 

 As I write, Australia is in the grip of 
an unprecedented bushfire crisis. Dozens of 
lives have been lost, thousands of homes and 
millions of hectares have been burned. Even 
faced with stark evidence of the country’s 
climate vulnerability, our elected leaders in 
Government fail to show leadership on the 
climate emergency. It’s a sad end to what has 
been a tough year. However, it does give me 
hope that the fires seem to have prompted 
ever-more diverse people to speak out in ever-
larger numbers, including people of faith.

 I am very grateful for the many ARRCC 
supporters who worked so tirelessly over 
2019, and for those who also made our work 
possible by donating so generously. Our 
highly skilled staff and dedicated volunteers 
worked to ensure that we hold a successful 
national conference, build strong local groups, 
support the Student Strikes in large numbers 
and generally speak out publicly, consistently 
and peacefully. People of faith, including 
faith leaders, have been prepared to non-
violently risk arrest to help stop Adani and the 
companies considering working with them. 
They give me hope.

 Some of those dedicated volunteers are 
on the ARRCC Committee. Special thanks go 
to Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black and Stephen 
Kelly, who stepped down from the Committee 
during 2019. Jonathan was always a thoughtful 
contributor and was the one who pushed us 
to employ a Community Organiser - a great 
decision! Stephen’s lasting contribution was to 
convene the organising working group for our 
very successful Conference.

 The Conference was an amazing 
high point in galvanising supporters across 
Australia. Grounded in our various faith 
traditions, people went away more ready than 
ever to put their faith into action for the earth. 
The ARRCC team will support them in any way 
we can.

 Large scale action is needed at every 
level in as many places as possible. At an 
individual level, we each have options for 
making our lifestyles more climate conserving, 
but we need the encouragement
of a community. ARRCC will continue to 
provide this encouragement via Living the 
Change resources and workshops, with the 
help of ARRCC volunteers.

 At a political level, the world cannot 
afford for Australia to continue exporting 
pollution, while undermining international 
climate negotiations and allowing our 
emissions to rise. The time to act on the 
climate emergency is now. Not the next 
election cycle. Thus, ARRCC will be re-doubling 
our efforts to influence government policies 
and business practices.

 Local multi-faith groups have already 
been forming and taking action together. 
The ARRCC team will be resourcing these 
local groups and assisting them with options 
for effective, strategic action. We need local 
groups, for example, to organise people in 
faith communities to hit the streets at Student 
Strikes, or to persuade companies not to work 
with Adani. Faith communities have huge 
potential as a significant constituency who 
could show our leaders the time to act is now.
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President’s Message

Dear members and friends

In ARRCC we set before ourselves the challenge of 
fighting a great evil in a spirit of love. We want to 
help mobilise, as far as possible, a compassionate, 
ethical and robust response to climate change 
among people of faith. 

This is not an easy task when the latest IPCC 
Special Report tells us that humanity has just 
twelve years to drastically reduce our carbon 
emissions if we are to stay under 1.5 Degrees C. 
Essentially the world is in a climate emergency.

In an emergency, it’s time to act. Time to do more 
than create the theological and spiritual grounding 
for action, and to act! Being statistically the majority 
in the Australia, people of faith could do much to 
catalyse the transformative changes needed.

If our action is to be transformative it needs to 
be strategic and effective. ARRCC is aware of this 
when we challenge people of faith to change 
their carbon-intensive lifestyles in line with values 
around caring for the earth, work to hasten a just 
societal transition to clean energy and to do all 
we can to keep fossil fuels in the ground. It cannot 
happen without a bold engagement in what is 
broadly political.

At the same time, ARRCC is grounded in ancient 
spiritual traditions which hold us to ideal of 
compassion towards all, even our enemies. 
Compassion remains our highest calling. Thus, the 
ARRCC leadership team holds not only goals and 

governance issues as being important, but also 
how we care about each other, how we care about 
supporters and the spirit in which we do the work. 

If the fruits of our approach are any indication, 
clearly 2018 was a year of growing capacity as an 
organisation and the strengthening of our voice 
in the public debate. As an organisation, we’ve 
never received such media attention, sometimes 
controversially. Even better, it’s been a great delight 
to see supporters taking ownership of our Mission. 
With only a modicum of support, local faith-based 
groups in many different places have taken action 
of various kinds as suggested by ARRCC. 

The backdrop is a wave of support for climate 
action everywhere. Each year that the climate 
crisis becomes more pressing, government 
inaction is becoming increasingly unsupportable 
in the eyes of the majority of Australians.

So, in the coming year, we invite our supporters 
to make faith-based climate action a priority. We 
need your help to block coal mining in the Galilee 
Basin, to make climate the top priority for voters 
in the federal election and to continue to inspire 
people and communities to make commitments 
to Living the Change. 

Will you get behind us?

Ever onwards!

Thea Ormerod 
ARRCC President

Thea Ormerod  
Photo: by Sean McPhillips

Singers outside Adani HQ in Townsville before the handover of 
the letter. Photo: credit: FLAC.
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 The most effective thing that people of 
faith can do right now is to become organisers 
rather than participants in this struggle, and 
it is very encouraging to see so many people 
willing to take this on.

 With fresh insights generated by the 
Conference, we will continue to facilitate 
media coverage for senior faith leaders 
strategically appealing for change. And we will 
collaborate with partners overseas to create 

a multi-faith international movement which 
aims to transform the world’s response to 
climate change.

All of this will only be possible if we work 
together. Will you get behind us?

Ever onwards!
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WHAT WE DO

Our Objectives
The objects of the Australian Religious Response to Climate Change (ARRCC) Incorporated are:

➊ To assist faith communities to make the link between their faith and caring  
for the Earth.

➋ To raise awareness specifically about climate change issues within faith 
communities.

➌ To assist and inspire faith communities to be respectful of the Earth’s natural 
resources by transforming their consumption practices and reducing wastage.

➍
To advocate for public policies which protect the Earth’s biodiversity and promote 
justice, especially towards people most adversely impacted by climate change, 
including future generations.

➎ To facilitate interfaith dialogue and collaboration in relation to climate change.

➏ To work co-operatively with others in the broader community who are active in 
meeting the above objectives.

Our Campaigns

Policy and Advocacy campaigning 

COMMUNITY ORGANISING WORK IN TOWNSVILLE

The success of work in Townsville has much to do with ARRCC’s community organiser, Tejopala Rawls, and 
a number of key people of faith there. They include Peter Hanley, Marney Walker and Lindy Collins.

Tejopala organised an open letter to Gautam Adani to be signed by 60 faith leaders. The letter asked 
Mr Adani to cancel his Carmichael project in the Galilee Basin and invest in renewable energy in North 
Queensland instead.  It emphasised a more constructive future through jobs in renewables, whereas coal 
mining would be very destructive. 

Tejopala visited Townsville in mid-April, met with several local faith leaders and spoke with community 
members, held a workshop in preparation for an action and then co-ordinated the action. Initial 
conversations were held with key interested leaders in the local Aboriginal and faith communities, for 
involvement at a later time. Participants of the workshop decided on the shape of the action outside of 
Adani HQ, and adapted Christian songs for it.

WHAT WE DO
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Greenfaith/
ARRCC

Working Groups
Individual 
members
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ARRCC
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Partners
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Change groups

ARRCC
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ARRCC
SA

Online 
action groups

Committee

WHO WE ARE

Our Structure

ARRCC is a not-for-profit Association, 
incorporated in NSW under the Associations 
Incorporation Act, and an Australian 
Registered Body under the Corporations Act. 

ARRCC is also a registered Charity with 
the Australian Charities and Not-for-profit 
Commission. Our Constitution and Statement 
of Objects are available on our website, under 
About ARRCC. We are officially co-located with 
Pitt Street Uniting Church, 264 Pitt St, Sydney.
ARRCC has both individual and organisational 

members from across Australia. It is guided 
by a Board/ Management Committee which 
is responsible for ARRCC’s broad strategic 
direction and supporting initiatives. Work 
is carried out by various working groups 
which comprise ARRCC members and other 
supporters/volunteers. There are regional 
working groups in Perth, Brisbane, Melbourne 
and Adelaide which operate like ‘Branches’ 
of ARRCC, and online action groups around 
specific issues.
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Management Committee

Patrons

 The Committee is made up of 
committed volunteers. Thea Ormerod, Gillian 
Reffel, Warren Talbot and John Carroll were 
the constants this year. For practical reasons, 
Committee members over the years have 
mostly come from Sydney. Warren Talbot 
has been our thorough and conscientious 
Treasurer and Gillian Reffell has been our ever-
reliable Secretary.

 This year we welcomed three new 
Committee members: Fr Peter Moore, Dr Peta 
Cox and Fahimah Badrulhisham. Peter is an 
Anglican priest, and is active in a number of 
faith-based environmental networks, most 
notably, he is Chair of Angligreen. Fahimah 
is a Malaysian-born Muslim, an architect 
specialising in climate resilient homes. We are 
very excited that Fahimah will be helpful in 
connecting better with Muslim communities. 
Peta is a Quaker who has been actively 

concerned about environmental issues since 
childhood. Professionally, Peta has a research 
background and now works in government.
 
 Our heartfelt thanks to Rabbi Jonathan 
Keren-Black and Stephen Kelly who each 
stepped down during 2019. Jonathan 
attended nearly all Committee meetings for 
6 years and frequently offered invaluable 
insights when key decisions were being 
made. He also contributed as a spokesperson 
for ARRCC with media. After sharing with 
the Committee his keen understanding of 
Australian politics, Stephen Kelly also stepped 
down after 3 years. His final contribution was 
to convene the hard-working organising group 
for ARRCC’s first national Conference.

 The commitment and hard work of all 
concerned has been most appreciated. 

 ARRCC has the generous support of 
patrons, Julian Burnside AO QC, Bishop Philip 
Huggins and Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins OAM, as 
well as Steve Biddulph who became a patron 
this past year.

 Steve Biddulph is a best-selling author 
of excellent books on raising happy, well-
adjusted children as well as a committed 
member of the Uniting Church. Julian Burnside 
is an Australian barrister, a renowned human 
rights and refugee advocate and author. 
Among other roles, Bishop Philip Huggins 

is the President of the National Council of 
Churches in Australia and Chair of Board of 
Brotherhood of St Lawrence. Bishop Huggins 
has been an active contributor to ARRCC 
for some years. Rabbi Jeffrey Kamins OAM 
has been the Senior Rabbi at the Emanuel 
Synagogue for 30 years, is a Director of the 
animal welfare organisation known as 
“Voiceless”, a member of the Council of Masorti 
Rabbis of Australia and an active contributor 
to ARRCC since its establishment. We are 
honoured to have each of these people as 
patrons.



7

L to R Back Row: Miriam Pepper (facilitator), Warren Talbot, John Carroll, Tejopala 
Rawls, Thea Ormerod.

L to R Front Row: Jonathan Keren-Black, Gillian Reffell, Peter Moore, Stephen Kelly.

Working Groups

 This year ARRCC’s working groups grew 
both in number and type. The Committee is 
especially delighted to see new a group in 
Western Australia as well as the continued and 
enthusiastic engagement in both Melbourne 
and Brisbane. After the ARRCC conference, 
there is interest in forming new local groups in 
Gosford, Adelaide, Cairns and Geelong. 

 In addition, the conference gave rise 
to working groups on specific action areas 
including climate strikes, actions to stop 
contractors to Adani Australia, just transitions 
toward a clean economy for those in rural 
areas, and putting up signs outside places 
of worship. The working groups for Eat Less 
Meat and the Living the Change initiative have 
continued.

Eat Less Meat - Graeme McGuire, Thanh 
Hoang, Alice Berti, Amy Griffiths, Surinder Jain

Conference organising working group -  
Stephen Kelly, Katy Nicholls, Lawrie Hallinan, 
John Carroll, David Shorthouse, Thea Ormerod, 
Robert Dawlings

Living the Change - Mark Delaney, Thea 
Ormerod, Philippa Rowland, Sue Ennis

GreenFaith/ARRCC

ARRCC Western Australia

ARRCC South Australia

ARRCC Queensland

Working Groups
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Christian : 71%

Buddhist : 11.2%

Jewish : 5.6%

Muslim : 2.8%

Hindu : 0.9%

None : 0.9%

None/Other/
Unknown : 7.5%

Breakdown of members by religion

Summary of Individual Members

41%

21.9%

Other : 2.9% 1%

5.7%

4.8%

10.5%

12.4%

Our Members
 Donations from supporters remained very generous indeed, even slightly exceeding the 
previous record set in 2018. ARRCC has benefited greatly from having a steady financial base 
in membership subscriptions. This includes 33 organisations. The number of subscribers to our 
e-newsletter jumped up around 800 people and now stands at 2564.
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Organisational Members
National Organisational Members

State-Based Organisational Members

Local Organisational Members

 Marist Sisters

 Jesuits Australia

 Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) in  
 Australia

 Caritas Australia

 Islamic Sciences and Research Academy

 Sisters of Charity of Australia

 Federation of Australian Buddhist   
              Councils

 Union for Progressive Judaism

 The Grail in Australia

 Sisters of the Good Samaritan

 The Passionists 

 Australian Federation of Islamic 
              Councils

 Sisters of Mercy, Australia & PNG

 Jesuit Social Services

 Sukyo Mahikari

 Sisters of St Joseph

 World Christian Meditation Community 
in Australia

 Brahma Kumaris Australia

 Sisters of the Good Shepherd

 Jewish Ecological Coalition

 Sisters of St John of God

 Loreto Sisters

 Mercy Health

 

 Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)     
 Canberra
 
 Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)  
 NSW 

 Pax Christi Australia, NSW Branch

 Presentation Sisters Victoria

 Presentation Sisters Queensland 
  
 Presentation Sisters Western Australia 

 Multifaith Association of South    
 Australia

 Pitt Street Uniting Church

 Kookaburra Sangha, Glebe

 All Saints Floreat Uniting Church

Presentation Sisters Wagga Wagga 
Congregation

 Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) 
Wahroonga

GreenFaith (US)
Tipping Point
350.org Australia
Climate Media Centre
Religions for Peace
National Council of Churches in Australia

Greenpeace Australia Pacific
Frontline Action on Coal
Queensland Churches Environmental Network
The Sunrise Project
Pace e Bene

Partner Organisations
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Our Management Committee

  

Thea Ormerod  
(President)

Jonathan Keren-Black Gillian Reffell 
(Secretary)

Warren Talbot 
(Treasurer)

John Carroll Stephen Kelly

Ben Thurley* Syed Saif Mansoor* Susy Selvarajan*

Nikki Shen* *Stepped down during 2017
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Our Volunteers & Consultants
 The number of people volunteering for ARRCC projects and groups burgeoned in 2019. 
They have collectively donated literally thousands of hours of skilled services. There are too 
many to mention everyone by name, but some particular people have stepped up significantly.

 Likewise, some of ARRCC’s consultants have been with us for years now, and it is difficult 
to imagine how we would manage without them. Always reliable, they offer their expert services 
for far less than the usual market rates, demonstrating their strong support for what we do.

Media spokespersons -  Gawaine Powell-
Davies, Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black, Sr Libby 
Rogers, Imam Ahmed Abdo, Fr Neil Forgie, 
Very Rev Dr Peter Catt, Rev Alex Sangster, Mark 
Delaney, Rev James Bhagwan

Photographers - Julian Meehan, Michael 
O’Farrell, Peter Branjerdporn, Clayton Hairs, 
Andrew Flakelar

Videographers -  Peter Branjerdporn, Phil 
Jones, Dan Schulz

IT help - Shize Zhou, Fatima Syeda

Tasmania contact person - Terry Sussmilch

WA key contacts - Al Riebau, Geoffrey Bice

Key contacts in Queensland ARRCC -  Fr Peter 
Moore,Very Rev Dr Peter Catt, Jen Basham, 
Sr Wendy Flannery, Peter Branjerdporn, Fr 
Graham Warren, Gill King

Sustainability consultant - Paul Swift

Key contact on Sunshine Coast contact -  
Bob Cullen

GreenFaith/ARRCC Victoria - Rabbi Jonathan 
Keren-Black, Sr Barbara Daniels, Robert 
Dawlings, Rev Alex Sangster, Andrea Mayes, 
Sue Ennis, Martha Ruth Hills, Sr Caroline 
Vaitkunas, Jamie Thom, Linda Wannan,  Angela 
Merriam, Christina Pead-Erbrederis

Living the Change - Sue Ennis, Philippa 
Rowland, Warren Talbot, Terry Sussmilch

Key contacts in SA - Philippa Rowland, 
Graham Brice

Eat Less Meat - Amy Griffiths, Thanh Hoang, 
Surinder Jain, Graeme McGuire, Alice Berti 

Switch to Sunshine - Chris Hill, Gillian Reffell, 
Warren Talbot

Living the Change consultant -  Mark 
Delaney

Community organiser -  Tejopala Rawls

Graphic designer -  Sharon France (Looking 
Glass Press) & Lisa Napoli

Administrative Assistant -  Paul Boundy

Accountant -  Jocelyn Edge

Website, email and database - Corey 
McCann, Rhys Forsyth at Code Nation

Videographers - Chris Shearer, Peter 
Branjerdporn

Photographers - Jason Peters and Subodh 
Karvé

Key Volunteers

Consultants
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Pastor Jeff McKinnon of Launceston Baptist Church.

Our Campaigns
Policy & Advocacy Campaigning

Signs outside places of worship
 In a relatively short period during the lead-up to the federal election, a surprising number 
of places of worship - over 22 - put up signs. These variously declared a climate emergency, 
called for the end of coal or for the Adani mine to be stopped, and they often included a 
message about faith values. Photos of these were posted on Facebook with the hashtag 
#NoFaithInCoal. There was also a photo of a group of 30 ordained Triratna Buddhists holding up 
a sign saying ‘Stop Adani’. 

 Many of these signs were in prominent locations. One was about 300 metres from the 
office of Queensland Treasurer Jackie Trad (West End Uniting Church in Brisbane). 

Media Coverage

Some media coverage on our signage campaign :  

• “Australia Votes”, Brief article on ABC News online, under “Australia Votes”. 
• “Churches weigh in on no new mines campaign”, by Warren Talbot and Thea Ormerod, 

South Sydney Herald, May edition, 2019 
• “Multi-faith support green”, by Marguerite Marshall, Diamond Valley Leader 8-5-2019
• Maitland-Newcastle News (Catholic)
• Southern Cross (Catholic, Adelaide)

https://mnnews.today/your-diocese/2019/41336-a-sign-of-our-care-for-people-and-the-environment
https://thesoutherncross.org.au/news/2019/05/07/looking-for-a-cleaner-alternative/
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West End Uniting Church, Brisbane [photo : Peter Branjerdporn]

Maitland - Newcastle News 30 April 2019

https://mnnews.today/your-diocese/2019/41336-a-sign-of-our-care-for-people-and-the-environment/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Dio%20Update%20Issue%2012%20%2023%20April&utm_content=Dio%20Update%20Issue%2012%20%2023%20April+CID_fc41768f16238c21394a558cab671144&utm_source=Diocesan%20Update%20Email&utm_term=READ%20MORE
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Advocacy before general election
 Prior to the federal election, ARRCC was busy trying to make climate the top concern for 
voters, and to pressure the Labor Party into going into the election with a promise to review the 
environmental approvals for Adani. One part of this campaign involved offering meetings with 
key Labor MP as well as holding multi-faith vigils outside their offices. In Melbourne, Buddhists 
from the Melbourne Buddhist Centre held two meditation protests outside the office of marginal 
MP Peter Khalil (member for Wills) and a multifaith delegation from places of worship in the 
electorate met with him. 

The pressure was mostly directed at higher-profile Labor MPs: then leader Bill Shorten, Shadow 
Treasurer Chris Bowen and Shadow Environment Minister Tony Burke, outside all three of whose 
offices ARRCC supporters held highly colourful multi-fatih ‘funerals for coal’. These included the 
involvement of a number of religious leaders from the Jewish, Buddhist and Christian traditions. 

 These funerals were covered in mainstream media: the Australian Financial Review, the 
Daily Mercury, Reuters, as well as a brief mention in the Sydney Morning Herald and the Brisbane 
Times and local coverage in the Beaudesert Times and the Canterbury-Bankstown Express, 
among other places. 

There was also religious media:
Insights
Eternity News
Faith Communities Council of Victoria
Religions for Peace website

Media Coverage

Rabbi Jonathan Keren-Black leads the procession for a funeral for coal outside the office of Bill Shorten MP 
[photo: Julian Meehan]

https://www.afr.com/companies/energy/church-lines-up-against-gas-explorers-on-prrt-changes-20190326-p517md
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=T9YzwumsqncChRaccwfjWj4Iuk5ielCqWUjOL5edrITXVD5gAgxAfwJ9PpMpqzOS-ySztFbJ6NxvKMelTe41gamKpMNT1xuqBUOEn7Hj2BoaHyFACNgvpeptAv8wR-Ti&e=997ba2d0cd5574b184b1a0c8e009e8a9&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=thea_message&n=4
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=T9YzwumsqncChRaccwfjWj4Iuk5ielCqWUjOL5edrITXVD5gAgxAfwJ9PpMpqzOS-ySztFbJ6NxvKMelTe41gamKpMNT1xuqBUOEn7Hj2BoaHyFACNgvpeptAv8wR-Ti&e=997ba2d0cd5574b184b1a0c8e009e8a9&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=thea_message&n=4
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/labor-eyes-financial-incentives-for-electricity-companies-that-cut-emissions-20190326-p517o9.html
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=uEKVUNb1VTc8gnR4xN3PugdWHtL69wyclWnffm32F5VwPLpwv8TY-d6Pl4pQynyUIh6EMBiyTJALsZHVRw8Eln3hVi524uGXUFGtxKV8w8DqDfjIgC0FvUFrrReyr4raDkUHbol6HAUDp2v849VSw7ZfywoUJQwZc4MFyoxGAqGWriRN8qMzsVckYJTWq6IgTai3r1BGwU9PkjICJeWnYZZgdkuw6agosL9dYJMdanaCbb0Q30eMud9uFEYqpuQ8&e=997ba2d0cd5574b184b1a0c8e009e8a9&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=thea_message&n=6
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=uEKVUNb1VTc8gnR4xN3PugdWHtL69wyclWnffm32F5VwPLpwv8TY-d6Pl4pQynyUIh6EMBiyTJALsZHVRw8Eln3hVi524uGXUFGtxKV8w8DqDfjIgC0FvUFrrReyr4raDkUHbol6HAUDp2v849VSw7ZfywoUJQwZc4MFyoxGAqGWriRN8qMzsVckYJTWq6IgTai3r1BGwU9PkjICJeWnYZZgdkuw6agosL9dYJMdanaCbb0Q30eMud9uFEYqpuQ8&e=997ba2d0cd5574b184b1a0c8e009e8a9&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=thea_message&n=6
https://www.arrcc.org.au/r?u=325oD0vZugH0qF5GXzYqyouGTwXRsbOT0ea5OzYeoEczasZw9z3VCdjEpsOqctTA9fp1SeetKjwx9zbemibWbFX-kQfQsC-sd4K_eRcwkDBJsKpP04KtPA13idvbnuxQATIjRKtKnRKncIYm0EU0hD3u5ZD_CWRuUVZnQaIkcdn5yALIvnO0XTVZUJ4AlgHth-FfuO5zIsetxjPZiAqpM-rRj5V0irS5JkdH2CUKNMYiixelDp9zNQExTTTikZ9nCBriN40esl03tbv4Pa1IMTe1YYNAIs_RC19EvJl6pAA&e=997ba2d0cd5574b184b1a0c8e009e8a9&utm_source=arrcc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=thea_message&n=7
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/news/arrcc-hold-funeral-for-coal
https://www.eternitynews.com.au/australia/religious-leaders-stage-funeral-for-coal/
http://www.faithvictoria.org.au/upcoming-events/event/1541-funeral-for-coal-australian-religious-response-to-climate-change
http://religionsforpeaceaustralia.org.au/?p=7386
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Funeral for coal outside Shadow Environment Minister Tony Burke’s office [photo: Michael O’Farrell]

Triratna Buddhists from the Melbourne Buddhist Centre meditate in protest outside the office of marginal 
Labor MP, Peter Khalil. 
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Letter from faith leaders to the Prime Minister
 Shortly after the Parliament resumed after the federal election, 154 religious leaders 
from across Australia and from a wide range of faith traditions sent an open letter to newly 
elected Prime Minister Scott Morrison asking him to make the climate emergency his number 
one priority. The letter also asked Mr Morrison to stop the proposed Adani coal mine, commit 
to there being no new coal or gas projects in Australia, and to move the country to 100% 
renewable energy by the year 2030. The letter was launched in Sydney at Paddington Uniting 
Church and was accompanied by a social media campaign using the hashtag #NoFaithInCoal.

Signatories included:Dr Deirdre Palmer (President, Uniting Church in Australia), Bishop Phillip 
Huggins (President, National Council of Churches), Dr Ibrahim Abu Mohammed (The Grand 
Mufti of Australia), Dr Rateb Jneid (President, Muslims Australia), Emeritus Professor Desmond 
Cahill OAM (Chair, Religions for Peace Australia), Mrs Cecilia Mitra (President, the Federation 
of Australian Buddhist Councils), Jo Jordan (Presiding Clerk of the Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers) in Australia) and Mr Charlie Hogg, (National Coordinator, Brahma Kumaris Australia).

 Coverage of the event was very large with 424 media ‘hits’ and syndications across 
broadcast radio with an estimated viewership of 1.31 million and 10,000 social media shares. 
It led coverage on SBS on the day and was covered by in The Guardian, The Australian, The 
Daily Telegraph, Canberra Times, the ABC among many others. Notably, Rev. Neil Forgie was 
interviewed on ABC North Queensland Drive radio.

The letter and Press Conference received significant religious media coverage too:
Front page of AMUST (Australasian Muslim Times)
The Melbourne Anglican July 2019 p.13 “Faith leaders call on PM to avoid ‘climate catastrophe’”.
Insights (UCA)
Sight
CathNews
Faith Communities Council of Victoria
Catholic Outlook (Parramatta Catholic Diocese)
Jewish News
South Sydney Herald
Anglican Focus 
Justice Jottings (Presentation Sisters newsletter)

Media Coverage

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/jun/25/no-faith-in-coal-religious-leaders-urge-scott-morrison-to-take-climate-action
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/latest-news/faith-leaders-push-pm-to-act-on-climate/news-story/b2a2292905759c9b1f6b5e4c113ca3fd
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/religious-leaders-call-on-pm-to-take-action-avoid-climate-catstrophe/video/a8a6fb178d737417053872be6b416af3
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/national/religious-leaders-call-on-pm-to-take-action-avoid-climate-catstrophe/video/a8a6fb178d737417053872be6b416af3
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6254683/australia-has-a-broad-church-of-christian-voices/?cs=14258
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/worldtoday/religious-group-campaigns-for-action-on-climate-change/11244096
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/tropic/programs/north-qld-drive/drive/11223022
https://www.amust.com.au/2019/06/nofaithincoal-open-letter-to-pm-signed-by-153-faith-leaders/
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/news/religious-leaders-urge-pm-to-take-climate-action
https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/news/12602-australian-christian-leader-among-more-than-150-faith-leaders-calling-for-climate-change-action-in-an-open-letter-to-the-pm
http://cathnews.com/cathnews/35315-faith-leaders-unite-on-climate-change
http://www.faithvictoria.org.au/index.php?option=com_acymailing&ctrl=archive&task=view&mailid=834&key=dqE0HeVu&subid=1549-v4XMTB0UZPR2nb&tmpl=component
https://catholicoutlook.org/faith-leaders-sign-open-letter-to-prime-minister-on-climate-change/
https://www.jewishnews.net.au/faith-leaders-plea-to-pm/91680
https://www.southsydneyherald.com.au/150-religious-leaders-urge-pm-to-show-moral-courage/
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2019/07/04/no-faith-in-coal-150-religious-leaders-urge-pm-to-show-moral-leadership/
http://presentationsociety.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Justice-Jottings-Winter-2019.pdf
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L to R: media spokespeople Rabbi Jonathan Keren Black (Environmental Advisor, Council of Progressive Rabbis), 
Thea Ormerod (ARRCC President), Dr Gawaine Powell-Davies (President of the Buddhist Council of NSW), Imam 
Ahmed Abdo (Secretary of the NSW Council of Imams), Sister Libby Rogerson (Loreto Sisters)

His Eminence, Dr Ibrahim Abu Mohammed, the Grand Mufti of Australia with Imam Hassan Elsetohy, President of 
the Council of Imams NSW, two signatories to the multi-faith open letter.
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Faith blockade on Carmichael site 
 On September 5th ten people of faith, including four religious leaders, blocked all four 
entrances to the Adani mine site workers’ camp. They also held a multi-faith ritual outside the 
main gate, led by Uniting Church Minister Rev Alex Sangster. Six of the ten were arrested. ARRCC 
posted about the action on our social media.

 The action delayed work on the access roads for about two hours. Moreover, it sent a 
clear message both via social media and the media that people of faith were prepared to risk 
arrest to stop the Adani mine and to show solidarity with the Wangan and Jagalingou Family 
Council. 

 Most significantly, media coverage included an opinion piece by Tejopala Rawls that was 
syndicated across 116 Fairfax regional papers.

It was also covered on the front page of the Rockhampton Bulletin, ABC radio Townsville and five 
other regional newspapers as well as Facebook. Readers may be interested to view a short video 
clip of the action on the ARRCC Facebook page.

Media Coverage

People of faith blocking the main gate to the Adani mine site workers’ camp. [photo : Front Line Action on Coal]

https://www.mudgeeguardian.com.au/story/6429139/we-dont-have-to-fight-each-other-on-climate/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?id=282852104106&story_fbid=10156793942704107
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2430479670575118
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2430479670575118
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Letter to Adani from faith leaders around the world
 In September ARRCC sent a letter to Mr Gautam Adani from faith leaders around the 
world asking him to abandon the proposed Carmichael mine and to respect the spiritual rights 
of the Wangan and Jagalingou people to their own land. This was signed by 113 Buddhist, 
Christian, Muslim, Sikh and Jewish leaders from South Africa, the UK, the USA, Fiji, New Zealand, 
Honduras, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Australia, Germany, Italy, Swaziland, India and 
Sweden. A number of these leaders were senior within their traditions. The letter pointed out the 
global significance of the mine and the Galilee Basin.

Maitland-Newcastle News (Catholic)
Fidest (Italian)
Censored News (International)

Media Coverage

Climate Strikes
 There were two climate strikes in Australia in 2019. Overall, turnout for these protests 
was not only huge - with around 100,000 people in the Domain in Sydney and 150,000 in 
Melbourne alone - but also took place in almost every town and city of any size. People of faith 
were visible in  their support of these all over the country. Photos flooded in from Melbourne, 
Sydney, Townsville, Cairns, Brisbane, Newcastle, Gosford, Adelaide, Canberra and Perth. At times 
it was hard to keep up with the enthusiasm. Support came from regular people of faith as well 
as religious leaders including a number of Bishops. In Sydney around 100 people meditated 
together in the Domain before the September protest started and in Melbourne about 150 
people came to a multi-faith service led by Rev Alex Sangster at the Wesley Uniting Church. 

It was not only ARRCC that led the way on the involvement of religious communities in these 
strikes. The Uniting Church Synod of NSW and ACT officially endorsed the strike and invested 
paid time in organising turn-out in Sydney to great effect. Uniting Church President Dr Deirdre 
Palmer also called on all Ministers to promote the strikes and the international arm of that 
church dedicated the landing page of their website to those who wished to sign up and get 
involved. In addition, the Anglican Public Affairs Commission officially endorsed the September 
strike. A number of groups from faiths that had not been approached by ARRCC turned up on 
the day including Tibetan Buddhist monks from the Gelug tradition in Melbourne and Quakers.

Maitland-Newcastle News (Catholic)

Media Coverage

https://www.gopetition.com/signatures/inviting-faith-leaders-to-sign-a-letter-to-mr-adani-ceo-of-adani-mines.html
http://mnnews.today/church/2019/international-faith-leaders-urge-adani-to-abandon-coal-project/
https://fidest.wordpress.com/2019/10/18/70-international-faith-leaders-urge-adani-to-abandon-his-mega-coal-mine-in-queensland-australia/
https://bsnorrell.blogspot.com/2019/10/more-than-70-international-faith.html
http://mnnews.today/your-diocese/2019/44293-tighes-hill-parishioners-participate-in-school-students-for-climate-strike-rally-and-march-at-newcastle/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Dio+Update++24+September&utm_content=Dio+Update++24+September+CID_9ec87cf114aa9e5e980270519d55a931&utm_source=Diocesan+Update+Email&utm_term=Tighes+Hill+Parishioners+participate+in+School+Students+for+Climate+-+Strike+Rally+and+March+at+Newcastle
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People of faith at Student Strike for Climate in Nowra, May 3.

Buddhist leaders supporting the Climate Strike - L to R: Bhante Sujato, Bhante Adhisila, U Nandiya, Ven Hoang Vien.
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Adani contractor actions - including Carols!
 To date more than 60 companies have ruled out working with Adani. This is the most 
effective part of the Stop Adani campaign at present. Despite ARRCC’s role being relatively 
modest, our supporters added pressure on engineering firm GHD to cease working with the 
company. They held a meditation vigil in Sydney, a simple faith action handing out flyers in 
Melbourne, as well as ‘Carols against Coal’ in Brisbane, Melbourne and Adelaide. GHD pulled 
out in early 2020. ARRCC supporters in Sydney also held a ‘Carols against Coal’ outside Lloyd’s 
insurance’s office in Sydney and were involved in a protest outside the office of Siemens in 
December. Thea Ormerod and Gillian Reffell were arrested during this peaceful protest. 

Devdiscourse (international)
Channel 9 TV News 
Channel 7 TV News

Media Coverage

People of faith in Sydney singing Carols Against Coal outside the office of global insurance giant Lloyds

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/religion/618616-australias-religious-body-arrcc-call-on-ghd-to-turn-from-adani
https://www.9now.com.au/nine-news-brisbane/2019/episode-227
https://www.facebook.com/7NEWSBrisbane/videos/1068993950157007/?v=1068993950157007
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Other media coverage
 After the Queensland government gave Adani approval to use unlimited amounts of 
groundwater, ARRCC’s opposition was covered in Sight magazine. 

Finally, ARRCC facilitated coverage of an opinion piece by Rev James Bhagwan, General Secretary 
of the Pacific Conference of Churches.
SMH
The World News (international)

The Very Rev’d Dr Peter Catt, Dean of St John’s Anglican Cathedral, leads Carols for the Earth outside the Brisbane office of 
then Adani contractor GHD.

https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/news/12504-faith-group-vows-not-to-give-up-the-fight-against-adani-coal-mine-in-australian-state-of-queensland
https://www.smh.com.au/environment/climate-change/a-climate-plea-to-scott-morrison-from-a-churchman-of-the-pacific-s-sinking-nations-20190808-p52f4a.html
https://theworldnews.net/au-news/a-climate-plea-to-scott-morrison-from-a-churchman-of-the-pacific-s-sinking-nations
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Greenfaith / ARRCC
 The organising group of GreenFaith / ARRCC in Melbourne met monthly at St.Philip’s 
Anglican Church in Collingwood. In general the activities were in line with ARRCC campaigns 
nationwide. There were also some local initiatives in conjunction with other local groups.  
Attendance at these meetings varied from about five people to about 15.

Considerable effort went into the Stop Adani campaign this year:

In the lead-up to the federal election team members met with marginal Labor MP Peter Khalil 
and held two meditation protests outside his office. There was also a ‘Funeral for Coal’ outside 
the office then federal opposition leader Bill Shorten. Supporters sought to influence voting to 
favour climate action by handing out ACF scorecards in three marginal seats during the federal 
election campaign and on polling day. 

  After the election people gave moral support to the five people of faith arrested 
at the Carmichael mine site. There was also work in the successful effort to pressure engineering 
firm GHD to stop working with Adani. This included a faith action on the day of the September 
climate strike handing out leaflets there. It also involved singing ‘Carols against Coal’ outside 
their offices as well as revamping the words for the Carols to bring them up-to-date since the 
previous Christmas (there was a new Prime Minister for one thing!) and to make the lyrics more 
specific to contractor organisations. The carols were subsequently picked up by many secular 
groups.

 Some mention should be made of ARRCC supporter Robert Dawlings who put significant 
effort into helping ARRCC’s involvement in the Stop Adani campaign in other parts of the 
country by contacting many faith leaders and communities in other locations and encouraging 

Presentation Sister Barbara Daniel and Abe Schwarz at a pre-poll station asking people to vote to protect 
Creation.
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and encouraging them to sign an open letter to Scott Morrison calling for him to treat the 
climate emergency and to stop the Adani mine.

 In conjunction with Religions for Peace GreenFaith held the annual presentation for the 
Living the Change campaign at the Multicultural Hub. 

In June Rev Alex Sangster hosted a much-needed service of mourning at St Andrew’s Uniting 
Church in Fairfield for the climate movement following the re-election of a government 
apparently bent on favouring the coal industry over our survival. 

In February GreenFaith supporters held a stall along with other groups from the Victorian 
Climate Action Network at the Sustainable Living Festival and raised the profile of ARRCC. There 
was also a stall at the ‘Climate Change and Social Justice’ forum in Collingwood organised by the 
Inner North Anglican Network. 

In April GreenFaith hosted Kanchana Weerakon, a guest speaker from ‘Journeys for Climate 
Justice’ in Sri Lanka, who spoke about her uniquely Buddhist organising for climate action there. 

Many members attended the national ARRCC conference and a number were involved in the 
conference planning group, logistics for the conference and some of the presentations.

The team also organised multi-faith involvement in the climate strikes on March 15 and 
September 20 which included bringing the ARRCC banner and encouraging local faith 
communities to do likewise, as well as holding a multi-faith service at Wesley Uniting Church 
prior to the main protest September 20th. This attracted a congregation of about 150 people.

The multi-faith service at Wesley Uniting Church immediately prior to the climate strike protests on 
September 20
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Eat Less Meat
 Did you know that some of the world’s strongest and fastest athletes are vegetarian? In 
the trailer for the film, The Game Changers, record-setting strongman Patrik Baboumian says: 

“Someone asked me once, ‘How can you get as strong as an ox without eating meat?’ 
And my answer was: 

‘Have you ever seen an ox eating meat?’”

 Interesting? This is the kind of thing you’d learn by following ARRCC’s Eat Less Meat 
Facebook page:

 Surinder Jain, Graeme McGuire and others on the team keep the site lively with 
videos, recipes, ideas for restaurants worth visiting, and fun facts relating to the health and 
environmental sides of eating less meat. The page has over 300 followers but we’d love more, so 
please ‘like’ the page.

 This work meshes nicely with the encouragement in our Living the Change campaign to 
move believers towards a more plant-based diet. At the end of 2018, more than half of ARRCC 
supporters who had made a commitment online, had made their commitment about moving 
to a more plant-based diet. Their choices will make a significant impact, especially because 
methane from farm animals is far more fast-acting and destructive than CO2.

Keen proponent of the ‘Eat Less Meat’ campaign Hindu ARRCC supporter Mr Surinder Jain, at the Living the Change event 
at the Uniting Church Synod office in Glebe, Sydney in September. [Photo: Michael O’Farrell]

http://www.facebook.com/mfwelm
http://www.facebook.com/mfwelm
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 In June 2019, ARRCC conducted a Living the Change workshop with Sydney-based 
Muslim community members of ISRA, the Islamic Sciences and Research Academy. In helping 
facilitate the session, Fahimah Badrulhisham (a Muslim) and Dr Peta Cox (a Quaker) discovered 
that participants had a strong interest in learning about the practicalities of decreasing their 
meat consumption.

 Given that both Fahimah and Peta are vegetarian with an interest in entirely plant-based 
diets, they surveyed ISRA workshop participants to ask what questions interested them most. 
The participants’ answers helped shape the content for a popular ARRCC Conference workshop. 
They have since created this attractive resource on “Stepping stones to a plant-based diet”

Vegetarian lunch at a Living the Change workshop with ISRA.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gULk64O5GtiW10ZSeoUBqsHi73QiNPi3/view
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Living the Change

Living the Change inspires people of faith in 2019

 ARRCC continued as a Lead Partner in 2019 in the global campaign, “Living the Change: 
faithful choices in a flourishing world”. Advocacy for social change has been our priority, but the 
call to live ethically as human beings is at the heart of each of our faith traditions. It’s also where 
many conservative faith communities are still at, so the campaign has been very helpful in our 
outreach work with new communities.

 To believers, there’s also a certain extra requirement of living with integrity. It matters 
to us that we are grounded in authenticity when we advocate for government policies to help 
decarbonise the way we live or for businesses to behave more ethically.

 ARRCC had the benefit of an excellent community organiser in Mark Delaney, co-author 
of Low Carbon and Loving It. Success was also made possible by a band of committed volunteers 
and the invaluable leadership of GreenFaith who provided a $14,000 grant.

 Various members of the ARRCC team participated in international working groups, one of 
which produced a Supper Guidebook. LtC Suppers are home-based and similar to the “table talk” 
model used by other organisations. Mark also developed a practical, more user-friendly 2-page 
Run Sheet.

 Mark Delaney, Philippa Rowland and Thea Ormerod facilitated two three-part webinar 
series to train12 leaders to lead workshops and home-based suppers. 8 of the people trained in 
the webinar series held either workshops or suppers and at least 5 of them plan to hold further 
workshops and suppers in early 2020. Altogether 14 workshops were held, most of them by 
Mark Delaney, and 3 supper events. Two ongoing LtC peer-to-peer coaching groups have been 
meeting, one face-to-face at St Andrew’s Anglican parish centre in Brisbane, and one over Zoom.

Highlights

 It’s been especially exciting to see other organisations, groups and individuals promoting 
LtC in their networks. Sue Ennis and friends in Religions for Peace have been distributing a 
promotional flyer and talking to gatherings of faith leaders, and Janet O’Sullivan and friends in 
the Christian Meditation Community has been encouraging supporters to hold suppers.

https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/arrcc/pages/676/attachments/original/1566971465/Suppers_Run_sheet_Thea_Phil_Aug_27.pdf?1566971465
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/arrcc/pages/676/attachments/original/1566971465/Suppers_Run_sheet_Thea_Phil_Aug_27.pdf?1566971465
http://religionsforpeaceaustralia.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Flyer.pdf
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 As hoped, Living the Change has actually attracted constituencies who might otherwise 
have not been quite as sympathetic to ARRCC. In particular, it has been the basis for building 
relationships with the President of the Australian national Council of Imams, The Islamic Sciences 
and Research Academy (ISRA), Muslim communities in Brisbane and specific Catholic parishes. 
There are people who attended the ARRCC National Conference who were clearly most attracted 
to ARRCC because of the Living the Change campaign.

 Inspired by LtC, Hindu ARRCC supporter, Surinder Jain, created a “Living for Climate” 
footprint calculator so that people could see how much their lifestyle changes are making 
a difference. Surinder has started spreading the word about the benefits of lifestyle change 
through his Rotary Clubs network.

 Five Time for Living the Change events were held in September – variously in Adelaide, 
Hobart, Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne. The largest event was held in Adelaide, where 60 
people attended. It was the International Day of Peace, the theme of which was “Climate Action”.

 Given the strong interest among ARRCC supporters in continuing this work, it will 
continue in 2020. The ARRCC team is particularly interested in pursuing an element of LtC 
relating to air travel, called “Grounding in Faith”.

Challenges

 Between 21st March and 17 th January, Chris Hurst informed us that, from the time 
GreenFaith moved to the new commitment forms from Australia there were: 45 pledges and 
41 commitments sent from 34 people. Reflecting on these relatively modest results, interested 
supporters had often already made many of the desired climate-conserving lifestyle changes. 
We’re discovering that others probably need more scaffolding to enable them to make their 
commitments online at events.

It has continued to be difficult to engage more influential faith leaders and larger networks.

Participants at ‘Time for Living the Change’ event in Adelaide.

http://www.australians.com/living-for-climate/
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Media coverage

The following were additional to many Facebook and Twitter posts.

Blog posts
“Lenting for Change” on Rahamim Ecology Centre website, by Sr Elizabeth Young
ARRCC website blog post by Dharmacarini Nagasuri
ARRCC website blog post by Mark Delaney

Personal testimonies
Dr Miriam Pepper
Fr Peter Moore
Dharmacari Arthacarya

Articles around Time for LtC events
Crescent News (Muslim) Brisbane article by Mark Delaney
Focus (Anglican) Brisbane article by Mark Delaney
Journey (Uniting Church) Brisbane article by Mark Delaney
Religions for Peace on Hobart event

On Adelaide event:
Religions for Peace
Three D Radio, interview with Philippa Rowland
Catholic Southern Cross newspaper
Cathnews

“’Counter-cultural decision’ by people of faith can help combat climate change” on Melbourne 
event, in TMA of November 2019, p.10

Participants at ‘Time for Living the Change’ event in Melbourne. [photo : Julian Meehan]

https://www.rahamim.org.au/blog/2019/2/25/lenting-for-change-with-elizabeth-young-rsm
https://www.rahamim.org.au/blog/2019/2/25/lenting-for-change-with-elizabeth-young-rsm
https://www.arrcc.org.au/reflections_of_nagasuri_an_ordained_buddhist
https://www.arrcc.org.au/reflections_of_nagasuri_an_ordained_buddhist
https://www.arrcc.org.au/don_t_ask_me_not_to_fly
https://www.arrcc.org.au/don_t_ask_me_not_to_fly
https://www.arrcc.org.au/christian_testimony_dr_miriam_pepper
https://www.arrcc.org.au/anglican_testimony
https://www.arrcc.org.au/buddhist_testimony_d
http://www.crescentsofbrisbane.org/Newsletter/CCN0777.asp#Trading_flights_for_trains_to_%E2%80%98Live_the_Change%E2%80%99_in_God%E2%80%99s_creation
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2019/10/08/people-of-faith-commit-to-living-sustainably-around-the-nation/
https://journeyonline.com.au/scoop/lifestyle-choices-drive-climate-action/
https://religionsforpeaceaustralia.org.au/?p=8416
http://religionsforpeaceaustralia.org.au/?tag=international-peace-day-adelaide
https://enviroshow3d.tumblr.com
https://thesoutherncross.org.au/news/2019/10/10/interfaith-celebration-of-peace/
https://www.cathnews.com/cathnews/36305-interfaith-event-celebrates-day-of-peace
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Opinion pieces
ABC Religion and Ethics op ed by Thea Ormerod on the occasion of Jane Goodall’s visit to
Australia
Focus, Mark Delaney’s article “Don’t ask me not to fly”
Sight magazine op ed by Professor Neil Ormerod in preparation for Earth Overshoot Day.

Other articles in religious media
“Climate change action difficult for shoppers” by Mark Delaney was published in Brisbane’s 
CatholicLeader, June 16, 2019
Insights article (Uniting Church) by Mark Delaney
Sight magazine article by Mark Delaney

Living the Change Supper in Cronulla, organised by ARRCC supporters Br Phil Elwin and Fran D’Ambra

Living the Change workshop in Brisbane

https://www.abc.net.au/religion/responding-to-jane-goodalls-call-to-low-carbon-living/11109324
https://anglicanfocus.org.au/2019/05/27/dont-ask-me-not-to-fly/
https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/12866-essay-christian-suffering-and-the-climate-emergency
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/features/trading-flights-for-trains-to-live-the-change-in-gods-creation
https://www.sightmagazine.com.au/columns/my-mission/13496-my-mission-working-for-decisive-action-on-climate-change
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Queensland ARRCC

 Leading up to the federal election several delegations were formed to meet local MPs in 
different areas. This gave us a chance to approach and speak personally with our representatives, 
and to also expand our network as we reached out to friends in specific areas who were possibly 
interested in being part of the visit. One person of faith from the Northside of Brisbane got 
a personal phone call back from their MP who was in Canberra at the time, and was able to 
articulate clearly why as a person of faith he wanted to see more climate action. In the electorate 
of Ryan in Brisbane Reverend Suzanne Wilton held a candidates’ meeting at St Andrew’s Anglican 
Church and there was an ARRCC stall and strong presence there. On the day of the election 
people of faith gave out climate scorecards in two electorates. 

Several congregations put up signs opposing coal mining in the lead-up to the federal election, 
no small statement in Queensland.

Members of Queensland ARRCC got involved in the School Strike for Climate this year, by 
marching and also gathering at a Climate Justice Prayer Luncheon prior to one of the protests. 
The Strikes were supported by Bishops Jeremy Greaves and John Roundhill as well as the Dean 
of St. John’s Cathedral Peter Catt and several other faith leaders. 

The ‘Living The Change’ workshops provided a safe contact point and practical way for people of 
faith in Brisbane who are wanting to live more sustainably. One of the workshops inspired one 
participant to initiate a conversation at their workplace, a local Christian social services agent, 
about a possible project to reduce the organisation’s carbon footprint.

Many people noted at several QARRCC meetings this year how much they appreciated the 
energy of Mark Delaney, whose ability to inspire people through his own family’s story of climate 
activism has been excellent. A few more people have been thinking seriously about committing 
to travelling to the frontline in 2020, in part as a result of this.

The Right Rev’d Bishop Jeremy Greaves and family at the Climate Strike in Brisbane in September
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Queensland ARRCC at the Climate Strike in Brisbane in September

 In July QARRCC supported a campaign involving a number of churches and cathedrals 
around the country ringing their bells for Earth Overshoot Day, the day each year when the 
Earth’s resources for that year have been depleted. Despite very short notice, many did respond 
and ring their bells, showing that the potential of this kind of action for the future. 

 In September two Climate Advocate - Gill King and Rev Graham Warren  - started work for 
St John’s Cathedral on building deeper connections with Christian churches in Queensland on 
the need for a just transition away from fossil fuels. 

 QARRCC’s ‘Carols For The Earth’ protest outside the Brisbane offices of engineering firm 
GHD and Adani contractor was the last action for the year.  A few days prior to the action the 
Anglican Dean of Brisbane Peter Catt emailed GHD asking them to rule out working with Adani. 
He received several responses from the Chair of GHD’s Board trying to deny their involvement 
and to persuade him that we had been somehow misled! Members of other groups helped out 
by playing in a brass band, singing and handing out leaflets. The jovial sounds of the carols gave 
many people a smile before reading the message on the burned Christmas tree on our placards 
and Christmas cards given out: ‘Don’t Fuel The Fire, Stop Working With Adani’. GHD’s decision to 
not renew the current contract was a wonderful way to end a busy year! 

 Climate action is more important than ever right now in Queensland. Public sentiment 
is turning as a result of all the bushfires. A key challenge felt by many people involved in 
Queensland ARRCC nonetheless remains connecting and finding a language that resonates with 
faith communities outside Brisbane City and further north in Central Queensland is vital.



33

ARRCC Western Australia

 In Western Australia ARRCC has started to move forward with the creation of a chapter 
in August.  ARRCC WA started in April of 2019 with a small meeting of individuals interested in 
ARRCC’s mission at a community centre in Wanneroo.  Interest was strong and a broader meeting 
was called in June to formally launch ARRCC in Western Australia.  At this meeting more than 30 
people attended representing Anglicans, Baha’is, Baptists, Buddhists, Quakers, and the Uniting 
Church.  At this meeting it was decided that ARRCC WA would develop a chapter charter which 
was presented to the membership and ARRCC national management committee and approved 
in August.  So far three general ARRCC WA meetings have occurred in the Uniting Church rooms 
in central Perth with 25 to 35 people attending at each one.  At the August meeting a volunteer 
interim management committee was formed of four members who are helping to organize 
the chapter in its initial stages of development.  This group has met on a monthly basis to keep 
ARRCC WA progressing.
 
ARRCC WA has supported School Strike for Climate marches in Perth.  It has sent representatives 
to a newly formed anti-fracking coalition in WA, becoming a formal member of that coalition.  It 
has also interacted with Extinction Rebellion representatives.  It is planning an Interfaith Forum 
on climate and sustainability in March or April, hoping to broaden understanding among faith 
communities in WA of the environmental risk humanity faces.  ARRCC WA is also focusing a 
campaign on Living the Change, with a series of workshops and suppers being planned to start 
after the 2019 holiday season.  Finally, ARRCC WA will host its first annual meeting as a chapter in 
February of 2020.

ARRCC Western Australia at the climate march
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Ngunawal Aboriginal Elder Wally Bell performing welcome to country at the start of the conference. 

ARRCC First National Conference
 Thank you everyone whose dedication made the conference so successful, and those 
who prayed for worthwhile outcomes. It was a huge success! The 120 people who attended 
listened to Prof Lesley Hughes, School Strikers, Aboriginal speakers and skilled activists. We 
networked, prayed, meditated, offered their own ideas, ate together and generally loved 
meeting each other. 

 One-word feedback at the end: “hope”, “community”, “networking”, “inspired”, “scary”, 
“challenged”. Bishop Stephen Pickard commented on the “buzz” in the room. One of the School 
Strikers who addressed the gathering on Sunday morning, Aoibhinn Crimmins, wrote, “I honestly 
have never met such an invigorated group of adults before!” 

 Many people sent apologies but those who made it were from diverse communities 
including Brahma Kumaris, Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist (from various traditions), Quakers and 
Christians (from a range of denominations). 

Hearing the experts

 Professor Lesley Hughes’ presentation on the basic science was a favourite for many 
because it clearly summarised the data on rising global temperatures and their implications for 
ecosystems. From the extensive data collected, the climate is changing at a rate 170 times faster 
than it has for the last 7,000 years. Rainfall patterns are changing. Cyclones are intensifying. We 
face a most uncertain future. 
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 Dr Miriam Pepper and Associate Professor Mehmet Ozalp outlined how Christians and 
Muslims, respectively, are responding in Australia. In each tradition there are groups who are 
taking inspiring initiatives but much more could be done at a local level.

 Dr James Whelan’s sessions were about how to make the most of the opportunities 
and strengths available to faith communities, at a local as well as a national level. They were 
exceptionally well-received.

 An unexpected gift to the conference was the offer by Muruwari and Budjiti man, Bruce 
Shillingsworth, to speak at the conference dinner. Described as a “water warrior”, he lamented 
the water mismanagement, corruption and corporate greed which has killed his beloved Darling 
River.

Climate Strikers

 Tess Carlton and Aoibhinn Crimmins told the gathering that the process of organising 
the strikes has been empowering and they urged us to speak honestly to young people about 
the climate crisis. They were passionate about the need for everyone to be involved and keen to 
work with ARRCC in the future.

 About the likelihood that society is about to undergo rapid changes because of climate 
disruption, Aoibhinn said, “we must jump on that opportunity like our lives depend on it because 
they truly do, and use it as a chance to start from scratch and create a world that we want to live 
in, together.” After stirring words such as these, the gathering made their appreciation felt by 
lengthy applause and the first and only whistle at the conference!

School Strikers Tess Carlton and Aoibhinn Crimmins addressing the conference
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Conference participants having lunch under a tree

Interest in follow-up action 

 Most of those who attended signed up for various kinds of further action. The strongest 
interest was in getting people from their faith communities to the climate strikes; over half 
would join a protest outside GHD offices; over a third were interested in setting up a local climate 
action group and only some were attracted to creative actions like Carols Against Coal. Some are 
far more interested in sustainable lifestyle questions, rather than advocacy.

 Small groups were interested in continuing work with each other, either being 
geographically located near each other or interested in working on new directions for ARRCC’s 
work. They are being encouraged to self-organise as much as possible. 

  We hope to create some refreshed messaging in the coming year. A rural and 
regional advisory group has formed to both inform ARRCC and to receive support for community 
organising in their areas. After the conference, we are more committed to incorporating 
messaging on the economic benefits of transition, including clean jobs, in collaboration with 
research bodies like The Australia Institute.

 New local ARRCC groups are forming in Adelaide and Cairns, and in other places there 
are plans to start multi-faith climate action networks. If you want to be involved, please read the 
write-up and let us know what collective action you might like to plug into via info@arrcc.org.au. 

 For a more detailed write-up of the highlights, some media coverage and some of the 
photos, see here. The site also offers links to presenters’ talks and Power Point slides.

mailto:info%40arrcc.org.au?subject=
mailto:https://www.arrcc.org.au/report_from_national_arrcc_conference_november_2019?subject=
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Media coverage

Jill Sutton’s letter to the Canberra Times mentioning the ARRCC Conference
Insights (UCA)
AMUST
Congratulations especially to Fahimah Badrulhisham, who appeared on the ABC radio program, 
“God Forbid”!

Some comments after the conference

“I met some fabulous people and was definitely energised by the group. Well done.”

“For me a wonderful conference and now finding myself in the midst of a new belonging – what a 
gift!”

“Privilege to be there! Thank you so much for the huge effort involved in making it happen.”

“The focus on action was refreshing.”

“I think it was an amazing effort, well done!”

“Amazing, successful conference. Permeated by kindly awareness.”

“Gently led and facilitated. Much gratitude.”

“Well done. I leave with full if unsettled heart and yearning spirit.”

“Thank you for organising a wonderful, urgently needed gathering. It was empowering.”

Conference attendees

https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6265611/there-is-a-good-case-to-start-work-on-the-fast-train-now/?cs=14244
https://www.insights.uca.org.au/climate-change-is-there-any-hope/
https://www.amust.com.au/2019/11/faith-in-action-on-the-climate-emergency/
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/godforbid/wild-spirituality-for-a-warming-world/11686176
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Summary of Achievements for 2019
 ARRCC supporters advocated that specific companies refuse to work with Adani. 
Through prayer vigils, sit-ins, e-mails and letters, we played our part in creating the outcome 
that engineering firm GHD rule out further work with Adani after 2019. We also challenged the 
Germany-based company, Siemens, and Llyod’s Australia, not to do business with Adani. The 
final outcomes of these campaigns are yet to be seen.

 We helped profile climate as an emergency in public discourse. ARRCC supporters 
came out in large numbers at School Strikes for Climate in multiple locations, and helped 
make climate a key focus of the 2019 federal election. Whatever the election outcome, ARRCC 
is adding to those voices who are ensuring that the issue is one that neither politicians nor 
everyday Australians can ignore.

 ARRCC creatively strengthened the connection between coal and global heating in 
the public imagination, through our Funerals for Coal and a #NoFaithInCoal open letter signed 
by over 150 faith leaders. The letter to the newly elected Prime Minister was made public the 
first prior to the new Parliament sitting for the first time, to emphasise that we are in a climate 
emergency.

 We achieved even more media exposure than in 2018, which was already several times 
more than in previous years. This means that our message was more widely distributed, that 
is, that people of faith actively advocate for climate action at every level of society - political, 
community, business and individual.

Funeral for Coal. [photo: Andrew Flakelar]
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Online banner for #NoFaithInCoal campaign 

 After twelve years of operation, ARRCC held our first national Conference in November. 
This helped create relationships across the organisation, inspired people to pursue our 
Mission with greater vigour and kick-started a variety of initiatives. People were keen to form 
ARRCC/multi-faith climate action groups in a range of new locations, or to work on enhancing 
our effectiveness, eg, with getting more people of faith supporting the Climate Strikes, 
communicating with people in “the bush” more effectively about the need for a just transition 
away from coal.

 ARRCC supporters stood strongly with the Wangan and Jagalingou Family Council in 
their defence of country, at one stage on the actual site of the proposed Carmichael mine. This 
took immense courage on the part of eleven of our supporters.

 In a context where individual efforts to live simply tend to be devalued as a valid form 
of climate action, ARRCC promoted Living the Change not only as valid, but empowering.
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Looking Ahead - Plans for 2020
 The year has started at a real pace. This is due in part to the number of new people who 
have volunteered to help organise, and in part to a rising sense of urgency about the climate 
situation, especially because of the catastrophic 2019-20 bushfires, still burning at time of 
writing. 

New local ARRCC groups

Adding to existing ARRCC groups in Melbourne, Brisbane and Perth, new groups have been 
started since the ARRCC conference in Adelaide and more are being planned in Gosford, Cairns, 
Geelong and Sydney. There is also interest in starting groups in a number of other locations. 
Supporting these will be a priority.

Living the Change

ARRCC has an ongoing commitment to encouraging people of faith to continue aligning their 
lifestyles with their values around caring for the earth. Our faith traditions provide ample 
inspiration for us to give witness to fulfilling, simple, mindful ways of living, alternative to empty, 
earth-destroying consumerism. Supporters, including Religions for Peace and the Christian 
Meditation Community, are keen to hold workshops and supper events among their networks. 
There will be a particular emphasis on being mindful about air travel.

Eat Less Meat

A related campaign will be continued, mainly via a dedicated Facebook page, by a small, 
dedicated group. We will be building up the following for the site: www.facebook.com/mfwelm. 
It would be great if ARRCC supporters, including organisations, go along and “Like” the page. 

Letter to Scott Morrison from senior faith leaders

An open letter to the Prime Minister is being planned in light of the bushfires, to be sent and 
publicised early in 2020. There will be fewer faith leader signatories who are generally more 
senior. The aim is to appeal to the PM and help move mainstream opinion in the direction of 
serious climate action given the urgency of our situation, now made more tangible by the 
bushfires.

Climate Strikes

The next Climate Strike will be held on May 15 this year. This is an Australia-only date. A 
second strike is likely for the spring. Strike organisers intend to make each one larger than the 
ones before. There is considerable interest among ARRCC groups to organise around them. 
Coordination with other interested faith groups will be important. 

http://www.facebook.com/mfwelm
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The following three primary components are envisaged:

Organising multi-faith turnout
Places worship ringing their bells on the day, if they have them
Places of worship putting up signs (see below)

This work is likely to be larger in its scope than any previous ARRCC organising efforts. The focus 
will be on encouraging individuals to organise people to turn out from their own congregations 
with the support of key ARRCC volunteers in each town or city.
There is a small team working on asking places of worship to put up signs relevant to addressing 
the Climate Emergency. While they are aiming to get as many signs up as possible in time for the 
May Strike, their goal is to get signs up more generally. 

Stop Adani

The campaign to stop this mine (as well as other other mines in the Galilee Basin) has entered a 
new phase since the last federal election. There are many aspects to it but ARRCC will focus on 
two of these. 

Contractors

To date more than 60 companies have ruled out working with Adani. This is the most effective 
part of the campaign at present. The main drivers of this are Market Forces, Galilee Blockade, ACF 
and Tipping Point (who resource Stop Adani groups and School Strike movement). 

There are ARRCC supporters across the country who are keen to organise actions against Adani 
contractors in their respective towns and cities. Some of these are meeting online. One challenge 
is finding companies to target as these can sometimes drop out faster than it is possible to keep 
up with!

Supporting the Wangan & Jagalingou traditional owners

At this stage there is nothing specific planned by the Wangan & Jagalingou Traditional Owners 
Family Council when it comes to frontline protests or other forms of action, however supporting 
these remains a priority and ARRCC will do what we can to respond to requests for active 
solidarity. 

Rural and just transitions
There is a group meeting over Zoom to work on reaching out to rural and regional communities, 
in part to communicate more effectively that a just transition away from fossil fuels could mean 
thriving clean economies in regional Australia. This is in the early stages for ARRCC but it is clear 
that this will be one of the keys to real change in Australia. We will be coordinating with others 
working on this, especially the Climate Advocates at St John’s Cathedral in Brisbane. 
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FINANCIALS

Financial Policies
 We are committed to continuing to encourage faith communities to take action against 
climate change, and to undertake truth-telling to the government and business sector on 
policies that are needed for climate justice.

 For the first few years, ARRCC was reliant on seed funding provided by The Climate 
Institute and has since relied on membership fees, large one-off donations and grants. We are 
committed to expanding our sources of generating income.

 Helped by crowdfunding campaigns, Grantmakers and large donors, the income ARRCC 
receives has been growing. This obviously expands our capacity to make a difference, especially 
via the employment of professional community organisers.

Principles

 While we are committed to continuing our work, we do not believe that “survival at all 
costs” is a justifiable position. We therefore premise our financing strategy on the following 
principles:

• We will not undertake any work which compromises our independence, the quality of our 
work or our integrity and commitment to truth-telling;

•  We believe we are accountable to the wider community in our country for the responsible 
use of all resources which are put at our disposal;

•  We respect donor relationships, but are prepared to challenge and be challenged on 
important issues.

Ideally, our fixed costs will be met by members’ annual subscriptions. We will seek donations and 
grant funding for projects and current campaigns, and will aim for cost-neutrality with respect to 
events and other activities.
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Profit and Loss

Profit and Loss  |  ARRCC Incorporated  |  3 February 2020   Page 1 of 1

ARRCC Incorporated 
1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 

31 Dec 19 31 Dec 18

Income 
Bank Interest 272 277
Campaign Donations 2,656 2,970
Donations 81,349 80,487
Membership 3,708 3,527
Other Income 339 107
Total Income 88,325 87,368

Gross Profit 88,325 87,368

Less Operating Expenses 
Accounting Fees 1,903 2,021
Advertising 325 919
Bank Fees 1,360 515
Consulting Fees 6,504 5,494
Equipment 359 440
Event Costs 12,680 2,674
General Expenses 615 349
Grants to other Orgs - 500
Insurance 981 954
Legal expenses 350 800
Postage 285 284
Printing & Stationery 1,725 643
Rent 140 600
Sub-Contractor fees 48,257 36,911
Subscriptions 2,775 2,722
Superannuation 4,750 3,636
Telephone & Internet - 50
Travel Costs 7,750 8,499
Total Operating Expenses 90,758 68,013

Net Profit (2,433) 19,355

Financial Statements:
Income and expenditure statements

Profit & Loss
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Balance Sheet

Balance Sheet  |  ARRCC Incorporated  |  3 February 2020   Page 1 of 1

ARRCC Incorporated 
As at 31 December 2019 

31 Dec 2019 31 Dec 2018

Assets 
Bank 
ARRCC Bank Australia (MECU) 37,166 44,031
ARRCC Paypal Account 171 3,619
ARRCC Term Deposit 1 5,683 5,574
ARRCC Term Deposit 2 5,763 5,603
Stripe AUD 53 -
Total Bank 48,836 58,827

Total Assets 48,836 58,827

Liabilities 
Current Liabilities 
Accounts Payable 385 -
Credit Card 172 578
Funding in Advance - 7,500
Superannuation Payable 958 995
Total Current Liabilities 1,515 9,073

Total Liabilities 1,515 9,073

Net Assets 47,320 49,753

Equity 
Current Year Earnings (2,433) 19,355
Retained Earnings 49,753 30,399
Total Equity 47,320 49,753

Balance Sheet
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Address: 264 Pitt St, SYDNEY, NSW 2000 
Phone: 02 9150 9713
Email: info@arrcc.org.au
Website: www.arrcc.org.au
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WWW.ARRCC.ORG.AU


