
 

 

 

 

	
Membership		

Climate	and	Sustainability		
Survey	2021	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Scottish Artists Union 

 2 

Table	of	Contents	

EXECUTIVE	SUMMARY................................................................................................................................... 3	

KEY	FINDINGS................................................................................................................................................ 4	

SURVEY	RESULTS ........................................................................................................................................... 5	

RESPONSES .................................................................................................................................................. 5	
QUESTION	1.	IS	CLIMATE	CHANGE	AN	ISSUE	THAT	YOU	ARE	CONCERNED	ABOUT ........................................................... 5	
QUESTION	2.	IS	SUSTAINABILITY	IMPORTANT	TO	YOU	FOR	YOUR	PRACTICE?	 ................................................................ 6	
QUESTION	3.	IF	YOU	FEEL	THESE	ISSUES	ARE	IMPORTANT,	CAN	YOU	EXPLAIN	WHY	THEY	ARE	IMPORTANT	FOR	YOU,	OR	YOUR	
PRACTICE?	................................................................................................................................................... 7	
QUESTION	4. IS	BEING	ENVIRONMENTALLY	RESPONSIBLE	IN	YOUR	PRACTICE	IMPORTANT	TO	YOU? ....................... 8	
QUESTION	5.	DO	YOU	CONSIDER	THE	ENVIRONMENTAL	IMPACT	OF	YOUR	PRACTICE	WHEN	MAKING	WORK?	........................ 9	
QUESTION	6.	WHAT	WOULD	A	SUSTAINABLE	PRACTICE	LOOK	LIKE	TO	YOU? ............................................................... 10	
QUESTION	7.	WHAT	DO	YOU	THINK	ARE	THE	BARRIERS	TO	CREATING	AN	ENVIRONMENTALLY	RESPONSIBLE	AND	SUSTAINABLE	

PRACTICE?	................................................................................................................................................. 11	
QUESTION	8.	DO	YOU	CURRENTLY	MONITOR	YOUR	OWN	CARBON	FOOTPRINT	AND/OR	THE	CARBON	FOOTPRINT	OF	YOUR	
PRACTICE?	................................................................................................................................................. 12	
QUESTION	9.	WHAT	RESOURCES	OR	INFORMATION	ARE	YOU	AWARE	OF	THAT	OFFER	ADVICE	OR	SUPPORT	REGARDING	

ENVIRONMENTAL	IMPACT	OF	PRACTICES,	CARBON	FOOTPRINT,	ENVIRONMENTAL	POLICIES	OR	BEST	PRACTICE? ................... 12	
QUESTION	10.	WHAT	RESOURCES	ARE	YOU	AWARE	OF	THAT	SUPPORT	YOUR	PRACTICE	IN	RELATION	TO	OBTAINING	NATURAL	

MATERIALS	/	RECYCLED	MATERIALS	/	ENVIRONMENTALLY	FRIENDLY	MATERIALS? ........................................................ 13	
QUESTION	11.	DO	YOU	USE	ENVIRONMENTALLY	FRIENDLY	PACKAGING	WHEN	SHIPPING	WORK? ..................................... 14	
QUESTION	12.	TRAVEL	OPTIONS:	BEFORE	THE	PANDEMIC	WHAT	WAS	YOUR	USUAL	MEANS	OF	TRANSPORT	FOR	YOUR	PRACTICE.	
PLEASE	TICK	ALL	THOSE	THAT	APPLY? ................................................................................................................ 15	
QUESTION	13.	TRAVEL	OPTIONS:	SINCE	THE	PANDEMIC,	WHAT	HAS	BEEN	YOUR	USUAL	MEANS	OF	TRANSPORT	FOR	YOUR	

PRACTICE.	PLEASE	TICK	ALL	THOSE	THAT	APPLY? .................................................................................................. 16	
QUESTION	14. WILL	YOUR	FUTURE	CHOICE	OF	TRANSPORT	BE	INFLUENCED	BY	AN	AWARENESS	OF	CLIMATE	CHANGE	ISSUES	OR	

ABOUT	YOUR	CARBON	FOOTPRINT?? ................................................................................................................ 17	
QUESTION	15.	AS	A	MEMBER	OF	THE	SCOTTISH	ARTIST	UNION,	WHAT	KIND	OF	INFORMATION	WOULD	YOU	LIKE	TO	RECEIVE	

REGARDING	SUSTAINABLE	AND	ENVIRONMENTALLY	RESPONSIBLE	PRACTICES?............................................................. 18	
QUESTION	16.	HOW	CAN	THE	CLIMATE	AND	SUSTAINABILITY	SUBGROUP	AT	THE	SCOTTISH	ARTIST	UNION	SUPPORT	YOU	AND	

YOUR	PRACTICE? ......................................................................................................................................... 19	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	



Scottish Artists Union 

 3 

	

Executive	Summary	
	

• About	the	Union	
		
The	Scottish	Artists	Union	(SAU)	was	formally	constituted	in	2001,	becoming	the	first	new	
trade	union	of	the	21st	century.	The	main	aim	of	the	union	is	to	improve	the	working	
conditions	of	visual	and	applied	artists	practising	in	Scotland,	and	to	raise	awareness	of	their	
contribution	to	public	life	and	the	economy.	Our	membership	has	grown	to	over	1700	
professional	working	artists	and	makers,	and	the	union	is	run	by	a	voluntary	executive	
committee	and	has	a	small	part	time	staff	team.		The	union’s	key	activities	are	lobbying	on	
behalf	of	artists;	protecting	&	extending	artists’	rights;	and	negotiating	a	wide-range	of	
benefits	and	services.		
More	information	about	the	union	is	available	on	our	website	at	www.artistsunion.scot		
	
Between	2012	and	2018	SAU	undertook	an	annual	Membership	Survey	in	order	to	obtain	
information	about	the	working	lives	of	our	members,	allowing	the	union	to	gain	an	accurate	
overview	of	the	working	lives	of	artists	and	makers	in	Scotland.	It	also	allowed	members	to	
share	concerns	about	their	experiences	of	work,	detailed	information	about	their	careers	
across	the	sector,	and	give	vital	feedback	on	the	services	the	union	provides.	These	are	
available	to	download	from	our	website	at	www.artistsunion.scot	if	you	are	a	member;	or	
email	us	at	info@artistsunion.scot	if	you	would	like	to	receive	a	copy.	

	
• Context	and	Methodology	
During	2020,	due	to	the	Covid	19	pandemic	we	decided	to	take	a	more	‘nimble’	
approach	to	surveying	our	members,	with	a	series	of	short	specifically	themed	surveys,	
on	the	following	themes:	an	‘Artists	Safety	Net’,	exploring	how	working	practices	have	
changed	during	the	pandemic;	an	Artists’	Studio	and	Workspace	Survey;	and	to	gauge	
our	membership’s	attitude	to	Universal	Basic	Income	(UBI).	
	
In	January	2021	we	established	a	Climate	&	Sustainability	Sub	Group	with	the	intention	
of	encouraging	more	engagement	from	our	membership	on	issues	that	are	important	to	
them.	One	of	the	first	things	suggested	at	these	meetings	was	that	we	should	undertake	
a	survey	of	our	membership,	in	order	to	gain	an	indication	of	the	level	of	interest	in	the	
subject,	and	to	see	how	important	an	issue	this	is	to	the	members.	
	
• Responses	
The	survey	was	available	for	our	members,	online	for	almost	4	weeks	during	April	/May	
2021,	and	we	had	67	responses.		Despite	this	relatively	low	number	it	is	clear	that	the	
vast	majority	of	those	that	did	respond	were	clearly	very	motivated	by	the	theme,	
indicating	that	it	is	an	extremely	important	issue.	
	

“Awareness of climate change and carbon footprint underpin most of my decision making 
regarding art making.” 
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Key	Findings	of	This	Survey	
	

The	survey	asked	respondents	if	climate	change	was	an	issue	that	they	were	concerned	
about	and	the	vast	majority	(over	90%)	said	that	they	were	concerned	a	great	deal	or	a	
lot,	with	over	98.5%	saying	that	sustainability	was	important	for	their	practice.	Many	felt	
that	it	was	fundamental	not	only	to	their	art	practice	but	to	how	they	operate	in	
general.	

	
It	is	clear	that	the	people	who	responded	to	this	survey	are	already	very	aware	of	the	
issues	around	climate	and	sustainability	for	our	sector,	and	would	like	to	or	intend	to	
change	the	way	that	they	operate	in	the	future.	
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Survey	Results	
	
We	contacted	our	members	by	email	newsletters,	website	blog	and	social	media	over	a	4	
week	 period	 during	 April/May	 2021	 to	 discover	 how	 they	 felt	 about	 Climate	 and	
Sustainability	as	an	issue.	
	

Members	Responses		
	
Here	are	the	results	from	the	67	members	who	replied	to	our	survey.	All	 information	that	
might	identify	members	has	been	removed.	
	
	
Question	1.			 We	asked	“Is	Climate	Change	an	issue	that	you	are	concerned	about?”	
 

 
The	first	survey	question	asked	respondents	if	climate	change	was	an	issue	that	they	were	
concerned	about.	The	vast	majority	(over	95%)	said	that	they	were	concerned	a	great	deal,	
a	lot,	or	a	moderate	amount,	with	less	than	3%	showing	little	or	no	concern.		
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Question	2.		 We	asked	“Is	sustainability	important	to	you	for	your	practice?”	

	 	

	
	
We	asked	if	sustainability	was	important	to	the	respondents	and	their	practice,	and	again	
over	97%	agreed	that	it	was	of	importance,	with	88%	regarding	it	as	very	or	extremely	
important,	with	only	one	responded	regarding	it	as	not	at	all	important.		
There	were	18	comments	…	
	
“It's	important	for	everything	we	do.”		
	
“It's	not	a	focus	for	me,	but	more	of	an	everyday	underlying	worry.”	
	
“Guilty	of	carrying	on	as	usual	while	being	aware	of	the	need	for	change.”	
	
	“As	an	ecological	artist	the	climate	crisis	and	biodiversity	loss	are	central	to	my	role	in	
society.”	
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Question	3.  We	asked	“If	you	feel	these	issues	are	important,	can	you	explain	why	they	
are	important	for	you,	or	your	practice?”	
 

 
	
We	had	58	responses	some	of	which	are	below	and	the	twenty-nine	most	popular	words	are	
shown	in	the	word	cloud	above.	
	
“They	are	critical	to	our	society	so	therefore	also	to	my	practice.”	
	
“If	something	is	not	sustainable,	it	has	no	future.”	
	
“Climate	change	affects	all	life	on	the	planet.	It's	a	dangerous	game	to	go	on	this	way,	
knowing	that	our	species	is	a	driving	cause	right	now.	“	
	
“As	a	species,	we	can't	just	keep	consuming	natural	resources	forever,	and	this	is	no	
different	for	individuals.”	
	
“Personally–	my	home/family	heartland	is	threatened	within	the	lifetime	of	my	child.	This	
helps	to	keep	the	global	perspective	in	high	importance	too!”	
	
“I	feel	it	is	a	responsibility	of	artists	to	address	pressing	issues	of	our	time-	this	being	
paramount.”	
	
“Because	the	effects	of	climate	change	will	affect	our	health,	surroundings,	neighbours,	
future	generations	in	pretty	serious	ways..	It's	a	no-brainer	to	be	concerned	about	it	-	not	
just	privately	but	also	in	your	work!”	
	
“I	wish	to	have	as	little	detrimental	effect	on	the	environment	as	possible	in	my	practise.	My	
ecological	subject	matter,	materials	and	example	are	motivating	forces	in	my	work.	I	wish	to	
display	an	example	of	good	sustainability	in	practice.”	
	
“I	am	very	concerned	about	the	use	of	resources	and	our	careless	approach	to	the	material	
world;	I	want	everything	in	my	practice	to	stand	in	opposition	to	that.”	
	
“We	will	run	out	of	resources	if	we	continue	to	use	them	up.”	
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“I	feel	that	sustainability	issues	are	important	but	there	is	a	huge	market	out	there	
producing	art	materials	(paints,	inks,	papers)	and	unless	this	changes	to	reflect	sustainability	
and	promotes	it,	people	will	probably	not	consider	or	be	aware	of	what	they	are	using	and	
how	it	is	produced.”	
	
“Artists	have	a	unique	position	to	help	to	visualize	the	impact	that	the	climate	crisis	is	
having	on	biodiversity	and	human	populations	as	well	as	how	it	will	impact	those	who	don't	
currently	have	concerns.”	
	
	

Question	4.		 We	asked	“Is	being	environmentally	responsible	in	your	practice	
important	to	you?”	

	
	

	
	
	
Over	95%	of	respondents	stated	that	being	environmentally	responsible	was	important	to	
them,	with	only	one	respondent	stating	that	it	wasn’t,	and	two	saying	they	weren’t	sure.	
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Question	5.			We	asked	“Do	you	consider	the	environmental	impact	of	your	practice	when	making	
work?”	

	

		
	
We	asked	if	environmental	impact	was	a	consideration	when	making	work	and	over	88%	
responded	that	it	always	or	usually	was	a	consideration,	with	10%	saying	it	was	‘sometimes’	
or	‘occasionally’	and	only	one	person	saying	it	was	not	at	all.	
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Question	6.		 We	asked	“What	would	a	sustainable	practice	look	like	to	you?”	
 

 
	
We	had	59	responses	to	this	question	including	….	
 
“One	that	does	not	impact	on	the	planet	in	a	negative	way.”	
	
“	I	take	care	to	make	sure	that	my	materials	are	sourced	from	local	manufacturers	and	try	to	
support	small	businesses	wherever	possible.	I	am	looking	at	ways	to	offset	carbon	footprint	
and	ways	to	support	climate	change	action”		
	
“Commitment	to	things	like	recycling	clay,	buying	things	for	my	studio	second	hand,	
investing	in	more	natural	dyes/glazes,	reducing	firing	temperatures,	just	generally	being	
more	resourceful	and	considerate	of	the	environment.”	
	
“One	that	generates	and	income	to	live,	but	not	a	lot	of	waste	materials	through	process,	or	
unused	artworks	that	can’t	be	recycled”	
	
“A	challenge!	Requiring	consideration	of	every	aspect	including	materials,	travel,	rates	of	
pay	for	self	and	others,	changing	ways	of	working	to	reduce	impacts,	addressing	the	
contexts	in	which	the	work	happens,	building	solidarity	and	local	deliberative	and	
participatory	decision	making,	using	local	resources,	avoiding	churning	programming,	
building	skills	and	capacities	for	all	involved,	etc...”	
	
“Using	eco-friendly	art	materials.	Working	using	low	energy	lighting/daylight.	Heating	by	
sustainable	sources.	Recyclable	packaging,	plastic	use	reduced	to	a	minimum.”	
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Question	7:		 We	asked	“What	do	you	think	are	the	barriers	to	creating	an	
environmentally	responsible	and	sustainable	practice?”	
 

 
 
We	had	61	responses	to	this	question	many	of	them	addressing	the	high	cost	of	doing	the	
right	thing…	
	
“Financial. It is hard to try and source materials that are suitable and ethical. It can mean a 
big price tag and it can be hard to balance that cost.” 
 
“Lack of information, practical advice and good role models.” 
 
“Trying to balance creating artwork with materials that are suitable for purpose and also 
ethically sourced.” 
 
“Having to do everything myself, e.g. research into materials, challenging suppliers; lack of 
control over decisions which affect my practice.” 
 
“We can't do this alone; it requires system changes and better infrastructure. We need 
collaboration between manufacturers, suppliers and end users (materials), we need carbon 
footprint calculators and oversight of how reliable these are (some certification could 
work?).” 
 
“There should be no barriers to what you can do yourself to make your practice sustainable 
and eco friendly, but awareness has to grow in the public and at an institutional level of the 
importance of these artistic approaches and methods so that they are valued more. And 
they have to be clearly identified as eco friendly, sustainable and ethical as a matter of pride 
and identification rather than an add on. The art world needs to take on this work too.” 
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Question	8:		 We	asked,	“Do you currently monitor your own carbon footprint and/or 
the carbon footprint of your practice?” 

 

	
This	question	allowed	comments	for	“If	Yes,	how	do	you	do	this?”	and	we	had	25	comments.	
Many	expressed	concerns	and	frustrations,	with	a	desire	to	monitor	Carbon	Footprints	but	a 
lack of confidence in ability or accuracy of measuring….. 
  
“I question every action, as I go. Sustainability is constantly in my mind.”  
    
“Unscientifically! But I try to minimise car travel and waste going to landfill. Also now eat 
very little meat.” 
“I use an online carbon calculator, but I am not sure how well it captures my actual 
behaviours” 
“I monitor my transport, electricity and materials use. The latter is the most difficult to 
monitor and manage due to its complexity.” 
 
 
Question	9:		 We	asked	“What	resources	or	information	are	you	aware	of	that	offer	
advice	or	support	regarding	environmental	impact	of	practices,	carbon	footprint,	
environmental	policies	or	best	practice?”		
	
We	had	55 responses to this question that ranged from well known organisations to more 
obscure or local suggestions.  
These included; 
Creative Carbon Scotland (www.creativecarbonscotland.com), GSA Sustainability, 
Sustainable Fashion Scotland, Zero Waste, Design Online, The Slow Factory, the Green 
Arts Initiative, Fife Contemporary, Julie's Bicycle, Breakdown Press, Green Craft Scotland, 
Applied Arts Scotland, Craft Scotland, Incorporation of Goldsmiths & HIE - linked 
organisations; Design and Climate. 
 
Culture Declares Emergency (https://www.culturedeclares.org) 
 
www.tidegloballearning.net  
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Circular Arts Network (https://www.canarts.org.uk) 
 
https://www.arts.ac.uk/about-ual/sustainability/sustainability-documentation  
 
“Greenpeace is still a bit more of a first stop for campaigning or info on small changes we as 
a family can make.”  
 
“I'm a theatre designer, The Green Book has just been launched to guide all levels of the 
production process https://theatregreenbook.com/” 
 
Some of our respondents voiced their frustrations … 
 
“I know there are some but I don't feel these are the most important things to be 
concentrating on. The public message that artists can present is more important than just 
how artists make their work. Personal carbon footprint is important but it will not change 
anything in itself - we as artists have to act in much bolder ways to present what climate 
change means for humans if we don't act.” 
 
Question	10:		We	asked	“What	resources	are	you	aware	of	that	support	your	practice	in	
relation	to	obtaining	natural	materials	/	recycled	materials	/	environmentally	friendly	
materials?”	
 

 
	
We	received	57	responses	showing	the	innovative	and	thought	provoking	approach	artists	
take	to	finding	resources	for	their	practice;	including	CAN,	Circular	Arts	Network;	Edinburgh	
Tool	Library;	https://www.re-setscenery.scot/	
 
“Sometimes	Jackson's	Art	Supplies	have	information	relating	to	products'	
environmental	impact.”	
	
“Freecycle.	Facebook	market	place.	Ebay.	second	hand	shops.	salvage	yards.	Keeping	my	
eyes	peeled	and	foraging	materials.	The	internet	is	good	for	sourcing	organic	materials	too.”	
	
“Mostly	grassroots	or	community	forums	(not	specifically	any	art	forums)	for	example	
meadows	share,	art	twitter,	keeping	an	eye	on	articles,	some	of	my	friends	did	geography	
and	sciences	so	I	ask	them	also.”	
	
Hempcrete	(https://www.ukhempcrete.com),	organic	paints	
	
“Lucky	enough	to	have	a	supplier	of	timber	locally	that	promotes	a	sustainable	approach	to	
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local	timber,	rewilding,	tree	planting	etc”	
	
“Fairtrade	gold	and	FloCert	(for	best	practices	for	different	aspects	of	the	jewellery	industry)	
Ethical	Making	website	-	for	a	list	of	suppliers	who	offer	recycled	and	more	sustainable	
materials.”	
	
‘Skips....	some	of	my	best	work	has	come	out	of	them.	Free,	cheap	sources	of	unwanted	
materials.	Environmentally	friendly	or	lower	impact	is	harder.	Interesting	to	see	how	much	
has	been	done	if	the	fashion	works	to	recognize	the	impact	of	fabric,	both	social	and	
environmental?”	
	
Question	11:	 		We	asked	“Do	you	use	environmentally	friendly	packaging	when	shipping	
work?”	

	

Almost	a	third	(32.4%)	of	respondents	said	that	they	did	use	environmentally	friendly	
packaging,	but	16	%	said	that	they	did	not,	while	over	50%	chose	the	“Other’	option	
outlining	that	this	is	not	a	black	and	white	issue,	illustrating	that	many	are	engaging	with	
this	issue,	and	highlighting	the	difficulties	in	sourcing.	
	
“Try	to	use	as	little	packaging	as	possible.”	
	
“I	recycle	packaging.”	
	
“As	far	as	possible,	so	will	reuse	bubble	wrap	if	it	has	come	to	me	in	packaging	but	would	
not	purchase	it.”	
	
“Increasingly	working	digitally,	in	part	to	reduce	waste.”	
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Question	12:	 We	asked	“Travel	options:	Before	the	pandemic	what	was	your	usual	means	
of	transport	for	your	practice.	Please	tick	all	those	that	apply.”	
	

	

	
	
We	asked	about	transport	methods	before	the	pandemic	and	gained	a	wide	range	of	
responses	as	would	be	expected,	with	the	highest	percentage	being	for	public	transport,	
followed	by	driving	and	walking,	then	bicycle	and	flying.		
Other	responses	included;	
	“Boat”	
	
“I	would	drive	but	I	can	longer	afford	to	run	a	car.”	
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“Very	little	in	the	way	of	public	transport	where	I	live.	So	without	a	van	it	would	be	near	
impossible	to	operate.	Also...work	from	home,	so	no	day	to	day	travel	necessary.”	
	
“Electric	car”	
 
Question	13:  We	asked	“Travel	options:	Since	the	pandemic,	what	has	been	your	usual	means	of	
transport	for	your	practice.	Please	tick	all	those	that	apply.” 

 

 

	
We	asked	about	transport	methods	since	the	pandemic	and	the	response	outlined	a	sharp	
decline	in	the	amount	of	travelling	undertaken	in	general,	apart	from	walking	with	an	
increase	of	6%.	The	results	show	a	particularly	marked	reduction	in	public	transport	use	and	
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flying.		We	had	13	responses	to	‘Other”	most	of	which	referred	to	working	from	home	or	
not	travelling	due	to	the	pandemic.	
		
“I	haven't	been	anywhere	as	all	my	work	got	postponed	so	I've	been	working	from	home.”		
	
“I	have	barely	traveled	for	my	practice	but	when	I	have	I've	used	my	car.”	
“Everything	on	line	so	n/a.”	
	
“I	haven't	been	anywhere	other	than	on	foot”	
	
“Working	from	home,	i.e.	no	transport	needed.”	
	
	
Question	14:	 We	asked	“Will	your	future	choice	of	transport	be	influenced	by	an	awareness	of	
climate	change	issues	or	about	your	carbon	footprint?”	

	
This	question	received	61	responses	with	almost	80%	saying	their	choice	of	transport	would	
be	influenced	by	an	awareness	of	climate	change,	many	expressing	the	intention	to	cut	their	
carbon	footprint	and	change	to	electric	vehicles	or	use	public	transport	where	possible.		
	
“I	want	to	fly	and	drive	less.”	
	
“I	always	try	to	be	aware	of	my	carbon	footprint	and	it	does	influence	my	modes	of	transport.”	
	
“I	will	opt	for	public	transport	or	use	my	bicycle	more.”	
	
“I	will	continue	to	use	methods	of	transport	with	low	or	no	impact	on	the	environment.	
Obviously	sometimes	this	is	not	possible,	but	I	try.”	
	
“I	think	public	transport	isn't	a	bad	way	to	get	around,	I	also	walk	a	lot	so	I	think	in	this	sense	
my	carbon	footprint	isn't	bad.”	
	
“For	decades,	I've	tried	to	use	the	most	environmentally	friendly	form	of	transport	available.”	
	
“I	only	travel	when	I	need	to	do	so.	If	public	transport	is	available	and	I	am	not	carrying	too	
much	for	this	to	be	practical,	then	I	usually	use	it.	Most	of	my	work-related	travel	involves	
transporting	materials	or	finished	projects	which	are	easy	to	transport	in	a	car	but	almost	
impossible	otherwise.”	
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“I	plan	to	car	share	with	someone	who	works	nearby	and	walk/cycle	when	this	is	not	possible.”	
“I	always	try	to	be	aware	of	my	carbon	footprint	and	it	does	influence	my	modes	of	transport.”	
	
“But	within	the	limits	of	what	is	possible,	I	can	only	carry	so	much	while	walking,	public	
transport	not	available	for	a	lot	of	journeys.	Will	try	to	make	less	journeys	by	better	
organisation.”	
	
Question	15:		 We	asked	“As	a	member	of	the	Scottish	Artists	Union,	what	kind	of	
information	would	you	like	to	receive	regarding	sustainable	and	environmentally	
responsible	practices?”	
	

	
Many	of	the	responses	to	this	question	highlighted	a	desire	to	know	how	to	track	Carbon	
footprints,	or	gain	further	information	on	environmentally	friendly	sources	of	materials,	
packaging,	or	suppliers	in	general.		
	
Here	are	some	of	the	responses…	
	
	“Any	information/	advice	about	ethical	suppliers/	materials	stores/	ways	to	monitor	carbon	
footprint/	any	funding	pots	available	to	individual	artists	and	collectives.”	
	
“Information	on	where	to	find	materials	and	tools	that	are	better	for	the	environment.	Any	
known	discounts	on	such.”	
	
“Carbon	trackers,	equipment	swap	sites,	informal	meet-ups	where	people	share	info	on	what	
changes	can	help	most.”	
	
“Some	kind	of	central	information	point	for	helping	understand	and	sourcing	
environmentally	friendly	materials	and	processes	would	be	really	good.”	
	
“Develop	a	practitioners'	newsletter	sharing	examples	and	case	studies,	as	well	as	
challenges	and	questions.”	
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Question	16:	 We	asked	“How	can	the	Climate	and	Sustainability	Subgroup	at	the	Scottish	
Artists	Union	support	you	and	your	practice?”	
This	question	had	52	responses	and	here	is	a	word	cloud	of	the	most	popular	words	used,	
with	some	of	the	suggestions	below.….	
	

 
	
“Share	detail	and	information	on	good	practice	that	is	sustainable	and	affordable.”	
	
“Cultivate	conversation,	share	events,	celebrate	great	examples	of	Sustainability	in	arts,	
promote	work	of	green	artists,	engage	with	government	-	hold	to	account	on	pledges,	share	
resources	to	help	track	carbon	footprint	and	improve	practice.”	
	
“Develop	a	practitioners'	newsletter	sharing	examples	and	case	studies,	as	well	as	
challenges	and	questions.”	
	
“My	current	interest	has	been	more	focused	on	sustainability	in	terms	of	economics.		
I’m	still	not	sure	if	there	is	really	a	proper	understanding	of	the	economics	of	the	
arts/creativity,	specifically	for	freelancers	and	those	at	the	grassroots	of	practice.	The	
adage	of	“follow	the	money”	is	relevant.	In	addition,	what	true	sustainability	(both	economic	
and	environmental)	means	for	our	economy,	its	mix	of	state	and	free	market,	and	for	
younger	artists	coming	through	I	think	is	a	tough	question.”	
	
“Lobby	parliaments	for	funding.	Make	information	available	to	those	that	require	it.”	
	
“By	giving	information	on	sustainable	materials	and	work	processes.	What	sustainable	
processes	are	there	and	what	kind	of	environmentally-friendly	materials	are	available.”	


